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| He CHAIRMAN: We were told this morning that Drumheller coal had 


largely lost the Winnipeg market. Is that according to 
your experience? 

A 50 per cent. of that was in the last year, approximately, 
it was 50.22per cent. 

Q What was the cause of that reduction? 

| lump 

A The introduction of coke, Pocahontas/coal, ‘Souris,from 
the Estevan field and the mines north of here, 

. & What steps would be necessary to regain the market? 

i Well, I would have to give you another solution. If Carbon 
coals sell for 3.50 and you cannot produce it in this 
field, who will get the market? Naturally, Carbon. 

Q Considering qualityhnwhat price could you carry against 

Carbon at 3,50? 

What price? | 

What price could you get egeinst Carbon at 3.50? 

The existing prices to-day. 


Oo -F 2 


No, but I say quality considered, what price could Drun- 
heller coal get against Carbon coal at 3.50? What price 
per ton would Drumheller coal commana - 
A I don't think there is any difference. I don't believe 


there is any difference at all. 


_ Between Carbon coal and the Drumheller coal? 
A No, the only question there has been in the past between 
——_ the two is prepare tion, 


(COMMISSION WHEATLEY: Statistics show differently. An inference hes 
ee been made by some es | 
i S0ek CEE ata witnesses 8180 that ea. 
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class Carbon co8l with Drumheller. 


A It has been sold for it? 






| COMIssTOMR IR IWNAN: It was sola by the same name, that is the 
only imference, 
- COMUTSSIONER WHEATLEY: Sold as good as Drumheller. 
THE CHAIRMAN: No, sold as Drumheller. 
A Well, there is only two sections of the country that 7 
know of that have taken any steps to eliminate such work, 
the City of Winnipeg and the Province of Alberta. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: You agree, then, that there is a differential 
. between the two? | 
A No, I am &greeing on the point that no action was taken to 
stop the mi sr epresentation except in these two sections. 
rR Well, if they are both alike why call it misrepresentation? 
A Because the law of your own province says one is to be 
marked "Hy-Grade" and whether it is from Drumheller ana 
the other from Carbon, and call it Ser Gees ce’ 8,.1f you 
like, or whatever it is. 
tHE CHAIRMAN: The point is the dealer in Winnipeg must not take an 
B order for Drumheller coal ana send up a load of Carbon coal, 
| CGQMMISSIONR WHEATLEY: Yes, but when we talk to the dealers they say 
Carbon coal is inferior to Drumheller coal and that it 
° fraudulently, 
has been put on the country 7 - it was tola the Campbell 
Commission + 
Pict Well, the dealer may take the point of view and say so; 
that is not an answer of fact or tests by your/own CGovern- 
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Py THE CHAIRMAN: In other wards, you think Drumheller co&l would have 







to sell at the mine at 3,50 as long as Carbon coal sells 
at 3.50? 
A Well, I-referred formerly to four dealers I was supplying 
-eoal to and they are buying Carbon and selling to thexsame 
people that they sola Hy-Grade to formerly. 
a COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: I think you are more a victim of circumstances 
é than the quality of your coal being inferior. There is a 
considerably higher percentage of moisture in the Carbon coal 
than what there is in Drumheller coal. 

A Well, Mr. Pratt, the FuelvEngineer, believes in it so closely 
that he has taken the Carbon field and included it in this 
area and it is principally due to that that I am speaking 
now, to that information. 

Q I find that both the Fuel Engineer in Winnipeg and Commission 
Stutehbery lean pretty much that way but it is the price 
that is the factor’; they infer that etre is better value 
than the Drumheller valley at a dollar higher, that is 
where the preference was, not in the quality. 

A Well, the simple fact is I cannot canpete with it when it 
sells at 3.50. 

THz CHAIRMAN: We were told in Calgary by one dealer who had sold. a 
small quantity of coke that he was able to sell B.C. coke 

at 15,50 against Drumheller coal at 8.75. Would you expect coke 
at that price to be a serious competition? 

A No, the range is too wide, 

Q Coke in Winnipeg which, by analysis, seems better than the 
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B. C., also sells at 15,50 delivered, What price do you 

think Drumheller coal cam command in Winnipeg against coke 

at 15,50 for a permanent market? 


About 2.50 to $3.00 difference, 


From 13,00 down to 12.50. In the Ontario market -- have 


we had any price of coke in Ontario? 

When Mr, Stutchbury was here the other day he gave us the 
price of coal down there. 

What are your general views of the Ontario market? 

Well, the price of hard coal there ond the Virginia splint 
and Pocahontas lump, if my memory is serving me, the price 
he geve for it, I couldn t give it to you accurately at al 
therefore I wouldn't care to quote that¢with lump coal 
laid down in Ontario at 10.50 we could get a good market — 

I think it is expemplified by the information that 90,000 
tons was ordered and only 25,000 could be supplied; that 
further, the Toronto dispatch steted 130,000tons was ordered 
and only 25,000 écdta'ta supplied. 

Laid down,you mean, the cost to the dealer in Ontario? 

Yes. 

What about other markets than Manitoba and Ontario? 

Well, there is & market in Spokane and adjacent territory, 
and Vancouber, and I think that is the only two there could 
be a foot-hold gained, in fact, there is a foothold gsined 
from information given me by lir, Brockbank, of Pembina coal 
going into Vancouver shead of this due to the differential 
in freight rate. | 


4°. 


Would your coal be able to Compete with Pembina a i a 
| gains 
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that aifferential? 

Compete against Pembina? 

With the’ differential? 

No. 


We were told that the Northern Montana market was a very 


promising market if a joint freight rate could be secured 
which v¥etiously existed. | 

Yes, I would believe so; well, I might séy that I haven't 
very much of a knowledge of conditions there and em not 
able to speak with any justification. 

Ana then coming back to your general question, wages to 
meet market; you mean a reduction in rate in order to 
secure longer operation, is that what you mean? Would you 
expect the earnings ofthe inten to be increased or decr eased? 
Well, @s far as the operator's point of view is concerned, 
he has got to make a certain fair allowance to take care of 


Z 


his general business operations. It doesnot matter to him 


but in a way it does whether you pay $7.00 a day or $5.00 


a day because you would have to set the price to cover - - 

to fix a certain margein in your operation provided you cén 
carry it through, taking that as a broad thing , in connection 
with ke Ontario , I believe it is ® question of a reduced 
rate plus a reduction somewhat by the miners. 

By your first reduced rate you mean of freight rate? 

Yes, and a reduction by the miners somewhat and the reduction | 


with the operator can easily be made if he can get the tonnage 


‘per month and per year. 
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pana fs s But, from the miners' point of view, would you expect that 
decrease in wage rate to be accompanied by a decrease in 
earnings, that is, would he work more days at the reduced rate 
and make up his earnings to a greater amount? 
A Well, if we could capture part of the Ontario market by a 
reduced freight rate, reduced wares and reduced expenses 
at the mine, that would give us more working days. It is a 
vitel part on the mine officials themselves: to take a hand 
| in these matters.and study out where their own interest is 
concerned. We must have @ mote conciliatory attitude than 
we have had in the pést between all parties. | 
Q What about seasonalcemployment to fit in with coal mining? 
A Well, I have no remarks to make on that simply because 
we have got to find wider markets; it is a solution, Lane 
and the wider market. 
Have you anything else to suggest in connection with this? 
A. No,sir. I don't find the Mines Act as bed as it is pictured. 


Q Oh,. I might have asked you about that; if that is the wey 





you feel about it that is a relief; you tell us that, 
A +I thought I was through. : | 
No, we must get that on the record, What are your views on 
the Mines Act. 
Well, they are put forward for the best tii ean of cofety 
and undoubtedly through due consideration, They might not 
fit one nan's mine and they may fit well with another one's 


and. it is only a ange tien of opinion. i don' t think they 
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H.C. lic Conkey 

~ COMTSSTONER WHEATLEY: That is just the point there. In your reply 
to the questionnaire you say that you recommend an advisory 
council of operators and the department. 

A Oh, yes, you are quite right. I don't say it has been done 
in the past but what I am going more to the future; I don't 

know just exactly how these things affect the rest but I woulda 
not want the position to be taken that government officials 
would, from certain reports, formulate any condition to be 
laid down,which has been stated to me that has been done, 
and if such has been done I don?t think it is a justifiable 
WAY. I think consideration and argument should take place 
before thes@ individual clauses are put forward; in other 
words, the condi tions should be thoroughly studied before 
they put in any one clause that will affect the industry as 
a whole because it is a fair probability that the whole ig 
not affected. 





THE ¢ CHATRMAN: Well, would you suggest @ council merely of operators 
y and the doper tne nt or what about the men? 
(to add them too” 

A Well, certainly I'd agree to that and , they, Beas Probably; 

I @idn't put it there ? . 
a- No, the word isn't here. 
i Se tide | I will agree with that now, sure, Whet I hed in view was 
| this, that at least once a year I think it would be advisable 
for the government officials to ask representatives, say 
five ay opis from the different districts, and some of those 
seme districts, take a miner, too, and gO up and talk these 
oe things Cy ae aoe etna the inks and outs | of At; I quite favor 
Bs a 5 Seas | 
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that. I will tell you why. In actual contact with one 


another smoothes over @ lot of matters; that is the reason 






I put that. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What about the Compensation Act; then, before you go? 

. A We might get a refreshing view on it, too. 

A Well, the Compensation Act, as I have been given to. understand 
here, on the inception of it there was a 2,25 insurance rate 
which would cover the same provisions as we are doing now, 
practically, and I have been told that this - this was unee 
fieus to my coming here - that the promise was méede by the 
ar seanan’ it would never ee iktenes ana it coulda be reduced. 
If they aid make that promise then,with ehat hes taken place, 
they were poorly advised, or ill-advised. Now, it was based 
and meade for the purpose that the burden in individuel ceses 
would be borne by the whole. That was one of the fundamental 
TYrinciples of it. Now, take during the past year, instead 
of $3.00, they assessed the Hy-Grede 3,90, still I know 
other peoples paid $3, Is that shar ing the burden equally? 
Why were you over assessed? 

Because they say the rates I had didn’t equal the ddebunne 
ments that was made to the people in the mine, 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Have you had some excessive aceidents? 

; A. No, only hed one man killed in seven years. We just have 

| these minor triviel accidents; I guess one men had a leg 
broken, various things in which the disbursements they made, . 
they claim, was in excess of what we have peid them, there- 


iis : fore naturally they must charee me this 90¢ to recoup then- 
ah (i . selves, 
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Q Just a moment. May I ask the Mines Inspector, or Chairman 
reason? 
of the Compenseétion Board, if there is any other / - Is 


there a differential on the various companies? 


-. Que Bh 
MR. STIRLING:/ There is, as Mr. McConkey says, where the money 
he pays in is less than the money that is paid out. There 
is a demerit rating put on, a maximum of 3,90, according to 


the amount of money. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Does the converse apply, that if the amount paid 


out is less they get repaid? 
MR. STIRLING: Wo. | 
WITNESS: That goes into the sinking fund. 
MR. STIRLING. There were three employers that applied to last 


year. 


' COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; For whet year - 


MR. STIRLING: The mumber of agcidents #- there was more money paid 
out on that than whet was paid in. | 

WITNESS: I don't object to that , isn't why IT was assessed the 
90¢ alone but when they moved away from their original 
position they have shaken Viet basic structure of their 
compens@tion question. 

COMMISSION WHEATLEY: Evidently there is some inducement to 
protect their employees. | 

WITNESS: Yes, but you see, I was assessed 90¢ for @ given period. — 

| Well, now, if there was 90 other mines, they should have 
ier ea in this 90¢ or, I mean, if there was 89 besides mysd f, 
we would follow our the structural besis they a tinted en, 


TO) Ghelbe 90 Wines would chaveogotone,cent of it; thet is the 
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eink 4 don’ t approve, 






Cam TsstONR WHEATLEY; Did the rest of the operators agree to such 
@ plan, were they consulted on it? 
representative 
A No, not that I know. Our nete/,when we had an association, 
which I guess is prac tical Ly gone, the Western Coal Operators, 
our represent. tive vie up there ana there were certain features 
and there was no withdrawalc OB his question that I heard of. 

‘couaiTssr0m1 WHEATLEY: I would like to ask Mir. stirling if this 

| question wes put to the operators? 

MR. STIRLING: Yes, it was discussed with the Assoc ie tion. 

ee And agreed to? 

A And agreed to. 

MR. YOUNG; Practically agreed to, 

CHAIRMAN; Well, I am not femiliar with these things but would not 
it work out this var assuming the $3, rate to be a proper 
rate, if thia demerit rate were not applied to individual 
mines, there would be no incentive to escape demerit and the 
whole rate woulda go up, wouldn't? 

THE WITNESS: Well, it would go up in this case, if the nim ty 
Rae. accor ding to that illustration - it would go up one 
cent, that is true. 

Q Is there anything you can do that you know of to escape tlt 

oe 90¢ 2 
A That I can do? 
9 Yes. 
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that would push you into that position without any control 
from yourself? | 
No, there is nothing in mine than any other mine. 
It would stand on a demerit rate, then? 
I don't know anything exceptional about it at all. 
Well, if there were it would be unfair to you? 
Yes. | 
Ifiyou were assessed higher than anyone else, but if it ig 


something you have some control over, the same as the rest 


of them,and still these accidents occur ,along the line shad 


with the suggestion of your own association, it should go 
into. effect? 

That is quite true but, you see, where your trouble comes 

in is this, for everything that takes place in the shape of 
any kind of accident, serateh or anything else, it costs the 


mine two or three days’ lay off9 or supposingea man gets 


hurt with a piece of timber falling or. a piece of rock, 


who is to blame? You are blamed for it all; the other man on 
the other side without cause, his carelessness costs you a 


lot of expense; he is not penalized in the lease. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Do you say the payments exceed the receipts? 


A So the Government told me, 
9 For whet period? 
4 For the period from the inception of the mine up till xsx 
last lst of July. | 
Q ar Or over one vena? 
No, @.period from 1918 up to July.iet, 1924. 
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Q They take the whole period that ‘the Act has been in operation 
or one year? 

MR. STIRLING: One year, 

Q@ The Inspector says they take one year. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, then, how long does this demerit rate apply? 

MR. STIRLING: - Only for one year, 

THe CHATRUAN: You don't take any past record into consideration? 
Let pe put a hypothetical case. There Might be a mine that 
ran along for five years with no losses whatever pay its 3 
per cent, Then a year might come in which 3.50 would be 
assessed instead of $3. It foes on a demerit rate? 

A It would be a demerit rate for one year only. 

Q You don't take the past into account at all? 

A No, we take the year previous, 

THE WITNESS: Well, the objection I have to it it has disturbed 
the structural webibswtinen that Act was built % and there 
is no reading between the lines; you can read it there as 
plain &s you can read English. 

THE CHAIRMAN;» Each industry is supposed to bear its own 
e ompati sa ting rating, as I understand the Act, 

Thank you very much, Mayor McConkey, 


Siw Lachiod MoU Lele B Nj 





Being called as a witness and duly sworn, wag examined by: 
THE | CHATRUAN: What is your ‘company, ur. Meliul len? 


A. I have no company; i am net. an operetor, 
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A Secretary of the Red Deer Valley Coal Operators Association. 
°Q #$-Howmany members have you in that Association? ‘ 
A Sixteen, 
COMMISSIONER WHEATL#Y: Do you know the total tonnage produced by your 
members last year? You could give ne @ list of the members, 
I mean, you needn't take time to give it to us now, if we 
have the names we can get it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr, Wheatley asked the tonnage. If you give us the nailes 
we can easily get it. 

A Newcastle Coal Co., Newestle Junior Coal Co., and the 
Alberta Block Coal Company - 

Q I didn't mean to take time to do it now. You can hand us in 
a list, can’t you? 

A Yes, certainly. 

Q Mr. MeMullen, whet can you tell:us about marketing arrange- 
ments for the co@l in the Valley here? What about the 
Ontario market? Are you in touch with the arrangements made? 

A Well, I don't know that I have any more information than 
what is generally public, that the Government is sending 
25,000 tons of Alberta coal to Ontario to test out the 
possibility of 4he cheaper freight rates than we have at 
present, 

9 How aids of that, coal will be supplied from Drumheller, have 
you any knowledge? 

A Well, I don't know yet because I haven't got a full list of 

: what tonnege will go from here, 

How is that determined? 





The coal is allotted to mines that produce BExXB a coal of 
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quality sufficiently high to go to Ontario and then the 


marketing, or rather the salesmanship of the company 


has something to do with it, too; those companies who 


endeavored to place orders in Ontario, those who have en- 
deavored to make more sales than another one, of course 
wauld get more orders. 

The order from the other end determines which coal , does it? 
Yes, the Fuel Controller of Ontario determines what coal is 
to be taken to Ontario. | 

On what basis does he determine? 

I suppose on quality, the locality from which the cosl is 
produced, 

Well, does the Fuel Controller determine the mine or does 

he get in an order from somebody - * 

He gets an order from the customer. 

For @ particular coal? 

Yes. 

Well, is it being arranged through you? Are you a clearing 
louse? 

I simply get the list from Mr. Stutchbury, the Trade Commis- 
sioner, and pass them out to the different operators. 

Could you tell-:us briefly something about the labor relations 
a this territory? I presume that is part of your function, 
is it? ‘ 

Not very much so, no; the labor agreements ere made between 
the men and the Western Canada Co@l Operators Association. 


Hot with you locally? 


Oe a at, hag | 
Which this ya District No. 5, our association. 
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So, Tid, Mest Lem: 

Q Do you come in at vin} stage of those nerotiations? 

A Not atall. 

Q What are your views on the proposal for a selling pool of 

the Drumheller cal? 

A I haven't ps any, Mr. Commissioner. 
COMMISSIONMR WHEATLEY: Any views on merketing at all? 

A None whatever ; 

Q You are keeping a very conservéi/tive attitude. 

A wiital, Layout ines remembet I am an employee. 

Q That is’ quite right; pardon me. You have been in a rather 

difficult place. I feel sure that you have had information 

that we might-have drawn on to advantage. Of course, you ere 


eliminated on account, as you sey, of being an employee. 





THE CHAIRMAN: How long has this District No.5 been in existence? 


. 

ft 

A As District No.5, TI don't’ know that I could tell you; I 
think it would ba - I wouldn't be swe what year it was 
called District No.5. This' association of ours has been 
organized + it was @ local organizétion before it joined 
the Western Canada Coal Operators Association and then it 


came in as District No.5, equalizing District No.5 with 


Eee Oe —_— 
— _ > 


District 18 of the United Mine Workers of Americe. Mr. Young 


could say - 








MR. , HENDERSON: About 1919, 
THE CHAIRNAN: We would like to have on *record from you a statement of 
the purposes of your local organization. 
THE WITNESS: Well, it-is'an organization for the general good 
of the members, of Lthe planed peecokien nlf oon. They don't 
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body. Our district having more members than any other 
disttict, we naturally have a local organization to get 


together to disauss matters perhaps before meetings that 


might take. place of the larger organization; that is about 


all. 
Do you have anything to do with fixing prices? 


No. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Any constitution at all govern your actions? 


A 


Similar to the constitution of the Western Canada Coal 


Operators. 


THE CHAIRMAN; That constitution provides for these districts and we 


SE ee 
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heve it om file. . If we asked you your views on seasonal 
employment, what would you say? 

Well, I would say that it need not be seasonal employment 
because if the miner is as anxious to wrk during the time 
he is idle in the mines as he is to growl when he has work 
in the mines, he can go out and get Jots of work. Up to 
1916 there was no such thing as seasonal employment here 
because the man always head a second job to go to, We 
usually had to wait until harvesting was over to get crews 
because they were all on the harvest, 

Conditions have changed? 

Oh, I don't know; 1 don't think they have. 

What other warkccould he do? 

He can work on the farms and others in the city. 

Wheat can he get on the farms this time of the year? 

I don't know what they are paying, forty or fifty dollars, 


I suppose, @nd found, 
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iS. De Mchublep _ 
Q Do you think there is plenty of work at that? 
A Well, by the newspapers’ reports there has been, 
2 What would happen to a man's family when he was working 
én the farm at $40. a month? 
A Well, he is being kept himself and the other forty would 
keep the rest, help keep them, anyway, better than stending 
idle. I have lived on $40, a month before now. 
Have you dom it now? 
Pretty nearly. 


Because prices are a good deal different now. 





> 2 be 2 


Not in proportion to the weges being paid in the mines, 

“COMMISSIONER WHATLEY: 840, a month, for example? 

‘ A ress What I am trying to convey the t I don't think the 
fact of employment: in the mines being ekaanakin. should 
be a factor in the amount of wages thet should be paid 
the employee; any more then because that army of men that 
we hear of in song and story that clip the sheep from 
Texas to Montana should be expected to cet such a wage 
for that short season as will keep them a whole year. 
That is not ;; general , since we hed a witness this 
morning said that 60% of the employees in the fall aid 
find work elsewhere, | | 
Every men that is industrious does it. 
sere tee an inference that you heed certain men in 
the /#e4% in order to hold those orders that come with 
fluctuations in seasonal trade. M 

| Well, there is a certain number of maintenance men ke pt 


“in the #alley also, of course, 
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Q Well, 40% was inferred, not with any degree of accuracy, 





and it was essential to have a considerable number of 
them in sche ‘what you don't lose touch of the market, eas 
5 you @ié last year. 

I would not say it would be 40 per cent, 

What would you estimate? 

Probably 10 or 15. 

15% of what, two thousana? 


> 2 > © F 


Well, I would say that ten or fifteen per cent. of the 
employ of any particular company wenla keep going what 
orders might come in along with the upkeep work that must b 
be done fro the lst of April until at least the middle of 
mee July, or perhaps the last of July. 
i THE CHAIRMAN; You have not made any actual study of the other work 
F the men could get? 
A Other work that they pight get during the time they would 
be idle at the mines? 7 
Yes. 
A No more than any average citizens would that knows perfectly 
“well that there is a great deal of work they can get, There 
Ee ere other mines they might drift to, the farm and the build- 











ing trades. The building trades, for instence,thatis 

speeded up during the slack season in the mines. If & men 

F wants money he will always get a job. . 

;. 0 Teeis-a beautiful faith to have, 

| COMET SSTONR WHEATLEY: He is not always looking for a job. 

i A Well, the one that Has money does not lobk for the S65, 05 
/ CHA ea teteee HAA been ARS a er Any man who wanted Work and 









Vostioos to. songeb vas 1 a te fom | bermiar Qo Ro Lett 


Aad ae 


“Xo wmcutat eidateb biit0o 2 evsd oF, Isttaeeee, Bay, et Aa aN i 
aa .toatran ont to aes, ono nob ay: ace ih eh nt ie r 


? ay tael 5 ib HO Bi: 
«thas req 02 of bivow +t Yee ton b isow i as : 
codauttae ex bLuow tcl oy 


af m0 OL ie ‘‘ 3 


- sbnsanodt owt tata to RL fe & 
edd to. .tuse i) setts to ned tedt eee, b Esow I ee fi 


~ 













o gclor arto a b Lito WrLgetuo 9 Sores ns. to WoLame 
| de wa ani st t007 qeeues ode atv quots of euioo tdgta ay i 
<0 9 Lib ta aiid teaol a ‘Litas, Let to tal anid mort enob 9 a 


‘OWN bi 


i Lah to test ass accadeaq io ee ; 

ow redto ont ne ‘vom Lieut 99 yas aban 358. Sat MOY e* 
Tea Rai Hy ae oy, Thea Sines. ou ett ? 
bfsow en omit, aut aut tex ddgte yond tedt 200 w Seah 
sont add +8 o tht ed 

| oer 9 
wltsetnea a snows sexi Bison auositio agor07e yas. ‘net @ 001 oe 
b avow 30 feeb ees ‘ e. prods fe, amy y 





ne het yi pen 








A 


-~819— 
S. i. Meliniitex — 


could not get it during the past year. 


I am speaking in a general wey from my own experience, 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: , He would certainly have to leave this locality 


Q 





in order to find some work? 

Oh, most assuredly, There is some building trades that 
foes on here in the summer time but, as far as the farm 
work, he would have to, no doubt, leave the locality some- 
what but I don't see that is any great hardship. 

It may not be much of a hardship on the man. What percent- 
age of men leave under those conditions and leave their 
family here, that never come back? 

Never Saud back to their family? You are going into the 
divorce court or something; I don't pretend to answer that 
question. That is a Santa question, | 

I want to say it is a social question that has troubled 
the taxpayers of this province when there are something 
like 1500 women that are deserted to keep and their families, 
by men going out of here looking for jobs,and such places 
as this? 

Well, I think that is a matter for the churches. I don't 
pretend t6e answer & question like that: it is ¢ purely 
social. I don’t see how it could be blemed on the govern- 
ment, the fact of a man leaving to go outside mt for a JOB. 
There are 1500 women ana children on the taxpayers of this 
PECYARGS» We are 2 trying to get the Mother's Allowance for 
these women, and in a survey of this wovince this was what 


was ascertained; it is too reat a nupaan but these are the 


“sources of that source of evil, 


he 
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B. Lt. Mellulile 


THE CHAIRMAN: Is there anything within the range of your limitations 
a2 an odficial of. the association you can suggest to us? 

A I don't think so, Mr. Commissioner, not anything that I 
think of now. If there is any information I can give you 
afterwards I would be very glad to do it. 

a} Thank you very much. I would like the list of the members so 


_we can file that with the Commission. 


D 4, Mio AU LAY, 





. Being called as a witness and duly sworn, was examin d by: 
ME CHATRMAN : Your position, Mr. McAuley? 
“a Mine Manager for the Newcastle Coal Company and Alberta 


Block Coal Company and Newe stle Junion mine, 









Q How long have you deeupied your present position? 

A Since 1937, , 

Q Any previous experience in coal mining? 

A Yes. 

Q What? 

A Six years in the Crowsnest Pass as Engineer with the 


International Coal & Coke Company. 


C Q Ana before that? 
P A I was brought up in the mines in Nove Scotiag 
Q One of the general statements that has been made is that 


coal in Alberta is not well mined. Comparisons @re made 
with costs in United Stetes ana people on the street are 
apt to think there is something wrong with the method of “| 


uae we EE tee’ mines here. I would like e gemral kta Goxke 
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THE CHAIRMAN: Without discussing the necessity for that or not, does 
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BD. A. Modviayy 

eece you, from your experience, as to that, 
Well, conditions in perts of the United states,-the ne tural 
conditions are very much more favourable than they are here, 
in some yerts of Alberta, but, generally speaking, the mines, 
from what I know, I have ne ver worked in United States mines 
although I have been around some of them - the mines in this 
country ere as efficiently operated as they are in emy part 
of the United States, considetine the conditions that they 
have to contend with, not only the natural conditions but 


seasonal occupation and the short time worked, 


COMMISSIONER IRINNAN: What about the safety of the operation? Mr, licAulay? 


There is @s much attention paid to safety and safety methods 


in this field and in Alberta as any field that I know of. 


that have an effect on the cost? | 

I don't think there is anybody would consider costs;if they 
see thet some condition was not iets Mant for the sake of 

a little reduction in cost cade enue leave it that way. 
Granted that but does it have an effect on the cost, the 
safety regulations? 

Well, I wouldn't say, as eng as they are not carried too 

fer 5 the or dinary safety regule tions are what wore/brought up 
éa do every day; we would do them ‘it aap at Wenls not any 
regulations on at ell. 


Would it be a fair eonment to sey some coal. ee United States 


is mined more cheaply than our coals because they have less 


repulation? 


~~ Well, there is a possibility of thet, where their Mines Acts 
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D, 4. McAvlay) 


are kind of loose and their inspection is not so strict, 

so much work has not to be dom to look after the ventilation 
of the sin inh €or instance; although that is not true in every 
part of the United States, I don"t think, although I am led 
to believe it is true in some per ts, that the dead work is 
not done and, of course, the men have to work in bed air 

or in 8 mine that is not ventilated so well 4s they are in 
this country. | 


Q © What about the use of labor saving devicescin the mines 


under your control’ 





bi A In wha t respect - - we mine our gael by electric machines 

ie and when the faces get beyond the economicd limit of hor se im 
PL ¥ Hpuiage we introduce mechani cal means of hauling the coal. 

Pe | we have to keep on spending money from year to year. putting 

ee in @ppliances as our coal gets father away in order to get 

4 7 our production where we can operate at a. 

F Q What about mechanical loaders? 

s A I an afraid our conditions here are not suitable Seg i cctanta 


loader st our seam, in the first place, is too low. 
“coumitssI0N WHEATLEY: It has been claimed this is one of the strongest 
compe titors apeinst us in the States, the fact ‘that they ca 
mechanically load it and put it on the car much cheaper. oe 


A Well, that isa _physieal condi tion : an, of soue time eo. So 
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De Ar thesureyy _ 
A I don't think you could operate the machine at all no 
mat ter what sized bare genchave, 
COMMISSIONER TRINNAN: Due to the limitation because of the timber? 
A Yes, I might tell you, I have not seen a loader work but 
WY have been reading the technical magazines on thet and all 
the articles that are written and from what I can gather 
from those articles we would not be able to operate with a 
machine and, then, another thing, I think that it would 
break our coal moreso than it is broken at the wesent time, 
and that is one of the big factors with us, to get coal as 
large as possible because our market calls for it all the 
time. 
THE CHATRMAN: You said a moment ago, having rege@rd to your short 
season, the practice was as goo as coulda be expected. . 
By inference, with a longer season you could improve in some 
particulars? 
A Well, with a longer season we would not have to leave our 
places - - our territory would not be open so long, that 
ig we could clean up sections of the mine and leave it there 
for all tite, whereas now, you get a section going and when it 
is a little better than half sterted, you might say,the season 
ig finished and you leave it there for six or eight months, to 
that oan pot to be looked after, especially in pillar work; 
pillers will get ha¥d to hold if they are not worked every 
dey. | 
the 
COMMISSION WHEATLEY: Some mention has been made to institute ¢ long 


wall system in this province. I forgot to mention it to one 
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a the Nuc tieinaen, What is. your views. on that? ; 

“A Well, ‘the short season comes in agein on the long well 

and it would be more exaggerated in keeping up & nose wall 
than it woulda be keeping up pillers even from season to 
season ue fron what Little ei wall work has been done here 
it seems that, speaking of the upper seam perticularly, 

B: than when the long well shrows the weight on the face it ) 
cracks ‘the coat a foot or two below the roof and that laree 


. coal sticks to the root and when you put a shot in it ace LO 


(4h +; AE rey 


et not touch =" and consequence to pbhet., peel a coal, is. on the 
root and you neve to cake at off with the pick. There is 
nothing left but slack ana stove coal. 

Q You feel it is not a success? 

A If that is true, which I believe it is, the eos well would “ 
not ‘be a success here whether ewe are working twelve nonths a 
instesa of Four mewtae, baasuse you could not handle it if 
it stuck to abd roof. 

THB CHATRMAN: “It woeka: seem, fran raat we have hear d, that aha ataost 

that could be expected is. operation to a fete Ga rmaee ey for 

8 meBimum of eight months here. 


Yea. 
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; _D, A. MeAulay ’_ 


COMMIS STONER WHEATLEY: What year was the two hundred odd? 


A 


Sometime during the wat; I can't recall just exactly the 
year; it would be about '18 or '19. | 

That was an extreme condition, a war condition, You have 

not had puch a condition since the wer? 

We have never worked that long but we have never before 
uunbel so few as we did this year. Of course, we had @rikes 
from last summerfand then the yeers before that it has been 


getting less from yeer to year in the last few years. 


THE CHAIRMAN: To keep on that point of length of operation , would 


Q 





you venture an estimate of the percentage reduction in cost 
if you could operate eight months fairly steadily? 
It would reduce the overhead and reduce some of the upkeep 

in the mine if you were to work khormor e steadily but what 
percentage that would amount to I am not right at the w esent 
moment preyared to say any more than there would be @mhe 
reduction. 

According to the cevidence we have just had to-day it would 
look as though the cost sould be down to 3.50 at the mine 
instead of 4.50 - not the cost, I mean the selling price at 
3.50 asxagainst 4.50, a reduction of & dollar? 

Yes. 

To get that dollar off how much of it would you estimate 

you could take off by the mere fact of longer operation, 
assuming eight months’ operation against four. How much of — 
that would come off? 4 
Oh, well. I eonlantt ; say off-hena how much that would be, | 


‘The pest that anybody could say, knowing from hig experience 
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Dy Ay Mehwley 

that the longer operation the cheaper it is to get out 
the coal but to say how much it would be in that time - 
You heve not estimated that? 

A -» I have not estimated, 
I would like to get your views on this representation that 
wag made to us that theopening of these wagon mines on the 
outerop does permanent damage to later mining in those seams. 

A I don't think there is any doubt but there are cases where 
that has happened and is happening frequently but I would 
not say it happens in 811 cases. 

Q It has also been said that it makes unfeir competition to 
have these small operations,where they don't have to leave 
as Much coal to protect openings, or they take cheapooal as 
ageinat the better practice of the mines that are mining 
coal right with a) periianeney.. 

A I don't think there is so much to thet as the people work 
for lower wages. The coal is hanay : they don't have to haul 
it very far and they don't spend much money to screen it; 
it is practically put into the wégons the way it comes out of 
the mine and there is very little overhead to look after. 
Of course, on the other hand, we handle larger outputs and 
mine it mechanically. | 

Q Yes, AS & Mining engineer have you any comment to make on 
the present Mines Act and regulations? 

A Well, there are some things thet - the first thing that coms 
into mind is that the pay days in the Act, they don't corres- 
pond with the days of the month, which makes it very awkward 
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ana nobody is - as far as the wean are, concerned, I don't gee | 
it makes any difference to them and it does meke a rreat 
difference to the mining companies; it is a nuisance, an 
absolute nuisance. 
2 The men ere paid on a Saturday, aren't they? 
~A Yes, but you cannot make them correspond with your books, 
which are kept by the month. The way we have to get Ree 
it, we make a sub-pay about every three months, we pay the 
-men a week and then we make a hop and jump and catch up 
with it, but itisa nuisance on pay days. 
Q Why do,you.have to keep your, books by thésonth? . 
A Well, why does anybody keep their books by the month? 
Q.. .Well, I am asking you to.tell. me why, I know sone of the 
reasons; 1 could have but I, thought you would tell ne. 
A Well, it is because it has been the generel practice from 
the beginning, from the time the calendar was started. 
va )Q-. Well, you have certain eovernnent returns to make by the 
: month, haven't you? . | 
A nates but we. cannot meke.our. pays. by the, month 


ocuusTsstoNR WHEATLEY: Could wait? not remedy thet by paying by the week? >, 
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' 
a gree yes" tiie 4 ePauta be ‘atlother bur den haea « on Shel us; Re woul ; 
| not’ get gnybody MSnywhen @. . | va 
Better stay where it is? Nee 
A Well, “I don't see why it coula not be arranged we rey every 
two weeks ‘ana on the nearest Saturday - 
ie Q You ‘don't mean every two weeks, you mean every halt weave 
Ma {ISSTONER TRINNY: Twice a month? 
if Yes, ‘twhee a month. Coe ip i 1 ps es ee 


Q why should you pey on | Satur dey? e | einen 


aah Tt doesn't me. ke any difference to us ee tee it is eaine aay ; 
or any oth er aay as Long as it is twice a month go as to | 

4 . eliminate this confusion. 

‘comirsst01ER WHEATLEY : oheny of the operators have preferred § it on & 

ot P Ba tur day 7 it aeeena break into the week, 

A Tt make 8 some “difference now that we “have ‘not ey er ouines 

m tion. | | 

THE CHAIRMAN: | ‘Any other ce omens on the lines Act? 


a te 


ei A ie ‘Shink ‘there are some things that, while ny Mr be 3 


POOMUTSSt 
patos nec essary in some rer ts of the Province, I don't see that 


all those Little ‘things shoulda be - - for ine tana, we he 







mines in ‘this wovince bong are sangerens fr om the Point of 
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mines in the province that are not; and there are a reat 
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| those regulations but which are more or less of @ burden, not 


very much hut when they are added in the ageregate sometimes ¥ 









they. do. 5 | 1 
Q Could you pick out Oe sections of the Act which might 


be suspended in your dia nie he 
I would not like to start in to recall them all right now. 


A 
Q But you could do that at your Leisure? sai ait 
A There would be some things that I think I could susgest 


ae! 


4 that would not be necessary in some perts of the province. 
Q I suppose there is nothing impossible about making © zoning 
of the mining regulations? 
A I wouldn't think so. 
Is there zoning to any extent now, or all universal? 
A No, the difference 4g chiefly based on what they call 


an open light mine and a safety lamp mine; that is about 


sige eR ene ie a 
Oe aaa ado RO napa a gO a a a 


_ the distinction, as fer,.as the Act is concerned. a 
Q Well, if you could give consideration to that and let us a 


have definite suggestions, we would appreciate it. 





ects 820058 WHEATLEY; We are finding recently there is more danger ; a 
coming from non-gaseous mines than geseous Mines, © Mints 
I wasn't aware of that... be it a ie de , ai 
Did you not have an explosionia this locality. autem rec 


Not in an open Coe pina 


> BS & 


Dpto) tr re ea 
‘ ; site 




















aomtteuon ace eng at bakba etn Yea sodtw tod town oT 


406 wedd 


tdyin doidw toa edt to atoitooe reLuotd req lies Lobe oy 2909 
Ree | ea: dob te hia) TOY, tt Aobnogava ed 
WOT tigix Lis moedt bts s0eT od at ee ot oat Jos SLuow, a 


M3 


 e-ctia er tHOY Je Salt 06 Lavo OK hi 
aba afte hLuoo T ote bol 1 t ari ern cit oniow “9a bisow. ona: 


PoONivow odd 26. ad Lec SiO g tt ytauas en ot tof bivow Sach 


SMiN0S & gntian tuode oldiedocint gat dro n at ore dt eno cate ee 
3 3 Ci 


Tenoltatiges attain and to 


+O snk « ‘4h tow ms 


$Lse 1 v been ate to ) WO #nedx Yins ot aitucs, ered: a 


Efe yet F sehr XO bea ad Yiteido x aE sons tethin oot 





deat Hog | m3 


1 ded 


inoté oat bite BB ort, 


fuods @t dent: : oct bat qmel ytstes 2 bas ential 
| -bouzannos at toa ont asi "8h: ast | 
an tel ois tent of MOLdSx65 tet 9 ev ky bin09 0%, tt ifew 
«VE ot Si 99 Ke 8 hitow ow je a ah aonane 


sob cron at meee 3 vitesse: eu tbn tt 2 te ow. 





es eenta avoeaa asd gent 





-830- 


D. A ° Ne Aula : 





you would not put into a gaseous mine? 

Just the same thing ascthe Act does, make a difference 
Sheccicn pears ty lamp mine and an open light mine. 

You find greater complaints with regardto ventilation 

jn the mines where there is no gas than wkers we do in 

mines where there is gas because from the safety there is 
laxness because of there being no gas, there is a laxness in 
the ventilation, while they are blasting - 5 

Well, I would not suggest that they do anything to retard the 
ventilation at all because I think it is as much advantage 
to the operator as it is to the men to be working in as good 
air as can be got. 

That is one of the main factors where the open light is 


concerned. 


THE CHAIRMAN: What about your supply of timber for mines here? 


A 


> © & 


We have no difficulty in securitg it at all. 

Where do you get it from? 

Chiefly from the Brazeau branch. 

Have you any idea whebhet that supply is decreasing? 

Oh, we have never investigated it but from what I know 
of the timber on the foothills of the mountains, I think — 
there is plenty of it for a long time to come. 

That is a pretty important item in your cost, isn't it? 
Yes. 

Roughly, how much a ton, do you r eme mber? 

1 don't remember how much it cost per ton but I rene mb er 
we had to pay - it cost us around 2¢ @ lineal foot for 


the majority of the timber that we use in the Mines here 
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oy he McAuley 


“ pouerssT0mR WHEATLEY: How much per ‘foot per ton? 


A 


I don't remember, 


 COMMISSTONIR IRINNAN: Two cents @ foot delivered here? 
A 


Yes. 


- COuLETSSTONR WHBATLAY : What thickness? 
s A 


Four and five ine h top ana four ‘and a half and five feet 


long. 


_ THE OHA TRUMAN: So far as you have made any inves tigetions, then, the 


7 


supply of mine + imb er is not anyul ere an important Lint ting, : 


fac tor? 
Noe | 


What about the Workmen's Compensation Act? 


Whyyel believe in the principle of the Workmen's Compensation 


Act, y don't understand just why our accidents are so neany 
more than they were in oe early dé ys when I tame. I have 
been in this country since 1906 and the accidents since the 
government have taken it over have increased. 

Is that borne out by statistics? | ! 
Yes, there were over 71000 accidents in the province, a ben 
lieve, yas § year. I don't know ow Dany Wer @ in the min gf 
Thet is in the eekicd as & whole, not the coal ainesal cs 
Yes, but it has been generally cnde ee a ‘the mining 


men. that the | pereentage Aes run | close to gu nore ENG ie 


am sure thet the nines: are run ae well to- -ey as cae 


before the Coupenset ion Act came, in foree ena a eu not eb 


bohes 


ccount for the Lg OAS in acctaents. | 
L Tae these thin 
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COMMISSIONIR WHEATLEY: Is compensation paid for all of those 


accidents? 

All that come under the repulations, 

Is it not a'fact that, through the medical aid payment, 
accidents are reported so that doctors may be paid even 
though there. is no lay-off? 

Yes. 

That would account some for the higher number of accidents? 
Are those accidents included in the accident reports of the 
Compensation Board? I am not aware; I know we have to 
report everything that happens, if a man gets a slightest 
scratch, | 

Even though he does not lay off? 

Even though he does not ley off. 

Well, that ig one of the factors, is it not? 

That medical aid seems to have started something. In the 
ola days when a doctor got paid so much and he looked 
after a mine's accidents, we never seemed to have the +r ouble 
we have now. 

Well, the trouble is mainly in the reports, I presume, the | 
report ing? 

Well, that is where we are always in hot water about 
repotting; some fellow finds out after that he has not. 
reported to us and we get into aiPficulties: we don't know a 
whether the man’got hurt in the mine or not g@nd all that 
kind of thing, but’ I think the Compensation Board is grad- 
ually getting around to finding out all these Sasa and it 


pedi wid eventually work aut all kt I think the Principle ~ 
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I @ontt ‘like the idea that one of the witnesses said this 


afternoon - ‘take where the insurance part of it, that one 





man who happens to be a little pit in the hole should Rare 


to pay extra assessment. 


‘ 
_ 


"Soa don't like that jdea?: 


i? 


wee tg 
ae fe 


Q 
A I don't like that. idea. 
Q 


‘ Tf the matter has-been= taken up Ke your b dase sath with 
. 4 


the Compensation Board and you agreed as & majority it wee 


naturally 
eniy/follow that system would apply? I puesume the other 


way woulda go, if there was a majority egainst it and you 


elem he 


- would accept the extra liability for the whole? I have eee 
seen that it is getting obnoxious to you and possibly you . 
could take that issue up with the Compensation Boera, = ‘ 


"4, he fact you would have to pay 90¢ & year more, I don't Be 


would cut out the accidents because there is not anybody — 
that is running a mine that, if he knows of anything that — 
‘4s wr ong or could be rectified to eliminate accidents but 


“whet he would ea it ; anyway; the fect that he is demer 





‘would not “mpke him any more angious to cut out ace ident 


i CHAIRMAN: ~ The proposal \ was made to us that if a man's wages ¥ 
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| increased” to cover the cost ne sohegion Hie. and then 
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‘You don't think that would work? . Well, we are very | ay - 
‘anxious to Beh any suggestions of any improvements in ony 


way that we can, consider or, recomend, 


Well, I have not any that I could think of right now, .. 


Well, thank you ‘very much now... 


a ee 
Ripe Fh 


Adjourned : at 5: 40 2. M. ‘until a 230 All tonors or. ; 


923 £30 a. Me Feiday, Mey 15th, 1925. am 
Jax2S Conroy, 
Being called ai a witress end duly sworn, 
‘THE CHAIRMAN: Your occupation, Mr. Conroy? .. 
| ‘Miner. « | y Bi; | 
What kina of uainer » any particular miner? 
Coal miner. litions. J 
Any particular job in the mine? 
Coal mine... Ll reply to our 91 
What partiouler, job in the mine? i the: th 
Well, I neyer, done enything but, work at the coal face, 
Ae shiner COP Ses jurisdiotion | : 
Have you any position in the, union? cimately tee 
Yes, sub-district board, member of Subpatsintot Dei 
What, does that mean? ., conserTa tire euttmats 


| is a NL om ee OD city a whole. Dis trie 
ded 1 ach ftela, as 
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James Conroy 
Would you prefer to just make a statement in your own way | 
as to the situation as you see it? 
Well, Mr, Chairman, there is one point I would like to ask 
the Commission as a whole. I want you to understand that 
the men in Sab-diste iat 5 - I don't know of District 18 as 
a whole - have taken very little interest in this Commission 
for the simple reason that they uhderstand that costs and 
profits are not be ing gone into by the Commission and they 
figure that these ere the two main points that are detrimental 
to the men and, without showing these profits, they cannot 
get any satisfaction. 
Well, we are getting that information and it will be reported 
on. | 
I see. Well, as regards the questionnaire from the locéls, I 
think it will not be best to s@y anything. You would refer to 
the questionnaire. I would not care to make a statement as 
regards to the conditions. As the questions come out I van 
explain them, 
We have a very full reply to our questions from your local, 
the answer of Local Union 4687, Atlas Local, and the first 
question as to living conditions states: "Living conditions 
in region under the s0% +e%t9 5+ 0P of Atles Local Union extreme- 
ly bad; owing to short season of approximately four On vA 
the va st aad or tity of the member ship in continual debt 
throughout the year and e conservative estimate of 60% are in 
continual debt for she whole yeay and this not as a result 


of spending sheir earnings RAT LORR H, The mE TER for ‘the 
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James Conroy 

continuous debt." Have you got the actual average year 
by year? | 
No, I haven't, 

I expect we really have that. 

But, as regards the housing conditions and so forth, I belie ve 
it is. the condition of the industry is regonsible for that 
pecause the men feel they can't build a permanent home and 
make them just exactly as they. would like it because we have 
a case of & miner coming in here and living in @ smé11 shack 
with a big femily, and possibly one plyy of boards, and he 
has.got to go through the winter with that and it is @ case 
of getting, out when the winter is over. That is how: the aver- 
age man is placed. They figure there is no chance of getting 
a.decent living as far as this field is concerned. 

WHEATLEY: And they usuelly.pubb out. Where do they usually 
pulb out to? , 

Well, in some cases they save maybe a $100. or a few hundred 
dollars, it might not be the case if they paid everything 
but they genereally retain a Little to get out. I know, in . 
gome cases, they go to the Coast or to the farm, as you 
understand, and board - and a family of four or five - 

they make forty or fifty and the family make a little more, 
at these jobs, but in the most cases men have returned 

after spending the money and are praetically up against it, . 
nothing to start in with et ell and debt facing them for the 
following year; end I may sey this year the average man in 


town is prepared to meet all the credits for the coming 


season and they will be as bad off ee the geneon one 


XN i Ui Ac 


es they are now. | 
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| James Conroy 





: Q Do meny men leave here end leave the ier families in this 
locality for the summer? | 

. i A Well, there is quite a number of them leave them but I> | i 
i believe in the major ity of cases the practical man likes 
‘I to stay with his ee in town, not that he is lazy but — ni 
- he figures he has got o Hipet to protect his family in Site a 
a particular town without walking out of it; on the other nih, 
E. the men that do pull out); they ere what you call -as y heard ; 
RS the remark made yesterday - combination men, who have two ee 
D: i three trades at their hands, and they jump out on od 4 
Be work ondearnsna little on farm work but, ag you understenda, ; 
as the man a aapkow ‘ag a Miner, the average man don! ‘tflike ° 
Re going out on to these jobs et all simply because conditions © : 
a are entirely different and Imay say the average manis not ; 
Fi f able to put up with the sir ong sun efter he hag mined for is 
i , eight or ten years, maybe, he is for a different condition i 
Ee below asa miner. | Oa S| ‘oe a 

THE CHAIRMAN: How long does it take him to get used to the other <i345 oe 
of work? et 
e = A That is outside working in - -? 
s Q- Yes. 
Pet 


Well, I will’ tell you. = have never hardly seen the 


would rather be a miner Tight thr oughout the year or o8s 


Well) you were here yesterday, weren't you? 


; FN: ne ashe 
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| expect a very long season with this easiianlen Coal. 
A Yes. | | | 
You understand conditions about as well as they do and would 

} you agree with that? 

| A Well, I don’t know; it just depends, Mr. Chairmen; my Opinion 

is this, that I believe there is quite a big lot of respon- 

seeks eine with the operators as far as these conditions 
are concerned, which I know myself. | 
Q@ © Sich as - ? ; 

A I want yeu to understand, before I give any more evidence, 
it is easier for the operator to give evidence than it is 
for the man employed under em. for the simple reason there 
are all kinds of discrimination for the man employed under 


him on these particular points. You are employed on the job 



















and, ag a rule, when you are back on the job they use you 
accordingly and there are lots of men that are well posted 
come and 
enough to/give evidence that are scared to give the evidence. 
Q Bot on this main question of possible length of operation 
you could make any suggestions you have along that line of 
extending the time of operation? | 
A Well, to £0 into that question as a miner, it is quite a hacd 
Beye) copie for the miner to solve: they don't understena 
really what the other end is doing or whet progress they ere 
making to try and adjust these things. I understand fron 
certain individuals swhile I would not like to be Cross 


examined 3 these points - thet the association themselves: a 


arg responsible for arta teu prices, and I vhs ak at one 


i ti 
bias per t cular time when they had a. mete ads: run of one parti 
(2 ms oe particular 
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market that they should have went ahead and pulled so much 
coal at that particular period but they were trying to 
get into some particular market where there was competition 
and reducing their prices. They hea a Shaode to get into 
: their own home market; instead of that they cut the price 
in their own home market to get into these points where 


competition was stronger. 





9 But on the length of operation, we are told they can only ) 
hope to lengthen it a little by summer storage but mainly 
44 is a sea@sonel amount and seasonal operation. Four 
months last year is probably an extreme but it almost looks 
like & six months' operation at the best. 

A Yes. 

Q Well, now, facing that problem, from the workmen's point 
of view, what do you suggest? 

A Well, I couldn't say. I believe, myself, there is such a 
thing as too many mines.in the first plave. 

0 I know. But just on the point of view of six month s work’2x — 
out of the year; how is the workman to face that problem? 


Let me put the question to you another way. Do you think 










the industry could stend enough wages in six months for the 
man to live twelve months on it? ; | 
A Well, not undex[pr esent conditions, Mr. Chairmen, they couldnt 
do it. They have never been able to do it, I believe, but | 
if it is the dase that the requirements as far as the public 
are concerned only require a@ certain amount of ecoa},1 think, 
myself, there should be some congideration piven to mm the 


Miners on that understanding, that they should not be forced 
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to walk out ahd leave their epiedeie and family behind them 
to wrestle on the farm for the rest of the year. The 
same with the farmer, I think if a farmer cannot afford 
@ living there should in an investigation somewhere. In 
any other country where I have been in, if you are a farmer , 
you, can live as a farmer; if you ere a miner you can live 
as a Miner. 


OF -course > The illustration was used here yesterday that 





the thresherman can only hope for sixty déys' work inca year 3 
he has got to. do something else. 
A Well} I. understand there is such & thing as coal coming 
from other countries in here. I think that is a job for 
the Government. . They could solve quite a lot of them; they 
should prevent that coming in here. 1 think it is up to the 
Government to protect their own people first. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; ,in other older established seasonal trades, 


for. example, prick laying - 














A Yes. 

Q Their rates are higher than most other skilled tradgs. 
A Ves. 

Q What is the reason of that? 

A Well, I believe it is due tothe short season. 


Would that quite equally apply to the mining industry if 
some other adjustment is) not made? 

A Yes, I think it would. 

Q Have you any suggestions how the period could be lengthened — 


in order.to give more work?: 


A Well, presently I understand that & ovement is about with 
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the operators to get wider markets. How it can be got, 


I don't know. I expect , understanding from the operators, 
a have heard, that they want a slight reduction to get 
these markets, with a view of giving the men @ couple or 
three months more work. ~~ A Tr. Ra pouha | 
Under your heading of replies to advisory councils, you 

are very desirous to meet with the operators to advise © 

on ‘certean patbers . “relative to the aoe ae 

Apsolutely. ) | : 
Have any steps been taken with a view to ala aes thas? 
Well, ita Ue eeettt up till now. i 

Where does the obstacle seem to be? 3 
Well, 4% seems to me the predicament the orranize tion is aa 
in at this particular Stage: which you under stand nee 
is having its effect that way. 

Are the operators not desirous in the seme way o of meeting | 
| with the men in an advisory wey? 

vee" I believe Ries Ee looking at it this pio taduperct 
minute. 

‘To meet many of these problems 

then, to ‘accomplish this? ‘ 
Yes; well, there is no solution standing on the outsid 


the RRB: have ri to meet, naturally. Pt enn 
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Ana coms together intelligently on them? 
A That is right, ean | | | 
Q That is & euy commendable recommendation that is in 
i the replies. » | | 
an A Mir. Cha irmen there are several eperators here and I would 
| like to have that read for them to hear, | 
He CHAIRMAN: (Reads) ---"heartily in accord with the sugges tion fa 
set up Savisely egenes 7a. " be, of course, that eoes ae 
> a “little beyond the ordinary meaning of a joint eavi sory 
council, | 
ee ses LOR WHEATLEY: Well, Mr. Cheirmen, it was the antares aes 
‘ believe, of ae prone ter of the reply that these advisory | 
councils teke up the welen em of both the industry and 
the needs of the pe ons as & whole, 
WITNESS: That is it. | 
Q It is even recommending that they could even touch the 
welfere of the people as @ whdle through the industry) _ 
LE ; What woula you suggest in the way of getting together on 
: policies of this kind? | oa 
As Wei, I think it woula nae “e008 thing fo both parties | 
i to get down to 2) desis of that kind, as far as working es 


problems are concerned. I chink, mysel f, in the ae oe 


enti tlea to because they are the erties thet are » eftectes 
and under stond condi tions the t are affecting then mOGk nh 


ee: ands ‘according, to ay opinion, they have ‘never been able to 
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with the operators in this valley would undertake to 
improve the conditions, I presume? Would. they not? 

A Yes, absolutely. 
This would be a matter apart entirely from the making of 
agreements as a whole? 

A Yes. Well, for instance, my opinion about local conditions 
there, it is exactly as I understand it, would have a . 
right to open up a contract at particular periods, if there 
was some condition in there that was detrimental to both 
parties. We have had lots of strikes in connection with these 
things that went throngh different channels,-4 men wes af fect. 
ed and off a job and had no right +o work while that trouble 
was on = went to the Commissioner and latterly to an 
independent chairmen, and so forth, and during that oni tak t 
the individual is penalized all the time, and in nearly 
every instance the decision was handed down against the 
men, They have left the organization without any protection 
for the man that was on. the job; he had no come back, as 
far as his c@se was concerned. 

THE CHAIRMAN: To come back to this question of a short season, would 

the miners be willing to do other wwk if they could get it? 

A Well, I believe they are all anxious enough to work, Mie . 

| Chairman, but, as I have said, the whole trouble as far 


ag the miner is concerned, he is penerally raised to that 









perticular class of work and, you understend yourself, it 
bs pretty hard for him to get outside and cope with the man 
with the job on the farm or any unskilled work on the out- 
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men eround here, end me own individual opinion is this, 

I don't think it is right for any ERG SE SB e man to have i 

to run around the country to get a living ana leave his 

wife and fanily behind here. Yhat is the big principle as rae 
a fer ag the men are concerned as a whole; there is no men ae 
cares to do it, 


@ Until it is possible to change the present operation;-at 


% J a os w2 
Go ee 
 - 

L 


c "least, it will take some time to improve it ? 
, A tone” Paomaee tere: 
Q@ Fora period, anyway. some s8 it must always be peaponar ne - 
x4 east it must be seasonal for a time until a change 


can be effected> there is 2 condition that has to be met 





for a few years. Can you see anything for it but a man 7 
working pert time in the mine and pert time at something eee? 
A Well, it 18 about the only wey out in the meantime but as ; 
long as men keep poling out there is going to be no reme ay; 
that is the point I am OLY Lae at right now; if we keep 


running out after a Lew Ge. 78 in the nines here there wi ll 












be no remedy at all eng as a result (08 it doesn't give pro- 3 : 
tection to the average practical me. 1 on the jokpand the Ba 
operators in lots of cases give the mr efer ence to anski1 te 
men in the mine when ther ¢ is wark; there igs Lots of cas ‘ 


that can be “pointed out in these different mines. 






Q Does it seem to you ‘possible that ‘to meet a condi tion 1th 
this you would heve to have a class of miner who hed ‘two. Tae 

2. be \ 1 tj (9X3 } as’ ; : fo Oa ton a 

wredes? | 
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Q That is the man who has only one trade would mine in a 
Mine where there was steady mining work end for this type of 
operation you would get a class of two trade men? 
A Well, it is about the only thing we can do under the present 
conditions, I suppose, but still I maintain that there shoula — 
be other ways of working it out as fer as the miner is govicerk 
ede 
COMMISSION WHEATLEY: Which shows the outstanding need for more 
stability in the industry? 
A Yes. Well, as a rule, if you have two trades you are not 
efficient in either one; that is the way I feel it. 
Q How are your educational facilities here apart from the 
disaster that has just struck you, in a general way, I 
mean. 
A They have been feirly normal but I believe there has been 
a shortage as far as accommodation is concerned lately, 
Q Does it meet the peak Fequirements of the buggy season? 
A Well, I believe that was the trouble, There is renerally 
a rush in here with the miners and their families:for the 
winter time and it seems to me during the winter is the 
worst for accommodation. I understend some kiddies ravi! ak 
been held up to about seven anda half or wight years of age S 
before they can get to school through lack of accommodation — 
but I believe they have been trying to improve it. They | 


have built little corner schools here and there to try and 







accommodate the kiddies at the different parts of the town 
but still at that partichler period there seems to be a 




























tame? genet SST OEE HON hc OER agen CHO Be 


a at emt mn 6 Lnow abet ‘sto ylno 28d hehe Mea ant at tad 


te. oaye atdt vot pas Xxow antatm Yoaeta aaw erred? om civ enim 
7 Tne ebett ows to aaaio 8 598, bisow HO nobterwge a 
toe, eds nob tis ob MBO ew gokdt yinto rid tnode ad rt L0H ie a a 3 
BLuode Stent tadt abet nt an t Iitte tad-  sa0raye I ,adord Lbn09 cee ae 
~iveonod af tenn ont as ist ae tuo si git atrow no avew todo od 
| soir oe ean, wap . 
$t0u sot boon ‘anbaae aso arti awoda dose | ACI ARM sainor 
cymanbat edd ct Utiitdete i, 4 
OB ae ets yoy aehstt owd ovad HOY, | tt Sint 8 as Low ook | 
Reet thf eet I yew edd at Jadd jen “to dt bo aE aa ey 
odd mort ¢taqs ented a9 iLtost isnot aaso9 TOY, e7e wor Oe: 
t vaw Le tenes 8 iE 4 PON, aout 2 tant ean fads tetesatb ; 
ee | | ae nam Ss 
= toed asd atedt aves iad t ind Lei 20. year need evad yet 
*Vistal benras0s al mold sboauo 908 as “at as ogad toda a 
$noased Yaad eit ko ataquettupet 216 8 exit 70 ont tf aco ae ‘ 


UL arenes at e ved? oldyow edt esi Fads ovet.fod a3 Low 





att woLaet inst st borts 58 amaim add at ove 1 ne dae - | 
eat al sedakw ha gtibsn 64d oF anvea ti bas omits ‘ota 
Bs eaRbbt © oa Ce: baste soba q “sto. ab oumio 908 10% : tazow i 
2 tigte 3 0 2 os, A ba nevea. enoda of as bod 98d” 


ae #0 yey 
a aber Re 


Py ee i me 
; ‘te3 na a vent oxoted 











a 
At 
































Have you any idea the numbers that would be deprived of — 


ie eal a 
* 1 Le 


schooling in those days? 
A Well, I have no idea efeahanags 
There is quite a few? 
Quite a few, I believe, 





7 8 » CHAIRMAN: ‘The answer made by Atlas Local states "congestion so 
great at least 20% of the’ school children only ettend: 
half time," ” 


two years ago, I believee-I don't know how it stands right & 





now - that the Kiddies were only allowed a half day of a day 


FY, | | and I guess the remaining accommodation was held to give 


ae th) OMAIN the remainder of the Kiddies a share of that education. 
iS f Q@ This reply which was sent-in in Merch was sadly prophetic 


i non because it cleimed the high school was & fire trap. 

©) St fAooo Well, it has proved so since, I believe, ) 

Q I suppose that matter of education is something that you ae | 
could take up with the Department of Education? } 

A Yes, I believe the Local have done a little along these ain 
trying to get things adjusted from time to time; I don’t 
know just actly” ‘what results we got up till now. I “i 
the secretary has that informetion; he 4g better: posted 
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C ease . WHEATLEY: How do you nyt tower as the , eval ‘owe’ whee . 


tee to as fer’ as” ‘the miners: are donewrnea.’” 
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whee } oe 

James Conroy | 
Well, as regards the mine with naked lights, and so forth, 
I feel, myself, that there should be such a thine as compul- 
sion for inspection committees. The men themselves should be 
compelled through the Act to go around the mine once a month. 
Q There is that privilese, of course, you know? 
A Yes, but you understand how the thing works out. The reason 
I am mentioning these points, it a11 amounts to the same ola 
story, if a man foes around and gives a true report of ac tue] 
eonditions,-you are employed on the job and you dndene team how 
it works out; I have done these, myself, and I have given ar 
true report and it reacts back on the individual at times 
where you are trying to better conditions. 
THE CHAIRMAN: You think it has reacted on you at times? 
A Absolutely, Lam certain,sure of that. 
Q That is most unfortunate if it is so. 
COMMISSION WHEATLEY: verily or covertly? 
A Well, it generally takes them a certain time to wrk these 


a ee ee, 


things out. 
Q I mean, the discrimination. 
A Yes, it eenerelly takes them about six months or so on to. e 


carry these things out; they cannot deliberately put you off 
the job. There is @ liability of a pithead strike or go me th: 
like that,but the worker generellygs far as the individual | 


is concerned, when you go off the job, as far as the season 
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James Conroy _ 





A Yes. 





Why? What would have happened? : 
A Well, I have found it this way, as far as I h@ve been concerned, 
c nHS ¢ I have always been open-minded about conditions when they a 
eaeiiaa adjustments and making inspections of the IMines, | 
I have teken up grievances with the mine managers and when 
you figure you have & right to voice your opinion about what 
is detrimental to the men as a whole, as @ rule you neue 
with opposition. | They might.adjust them for the time being 
but the idea of what they think, at least, of dictating to 
.; them what you think should be done with the idea of adjust- 
F ing conditions for the men ag a while, there is an idea of 


putting you out of a job later on, 





Would those adjustments mean expense to the Company? 
A A lot of cases; in every case they don't. For instance, | 
there is a case of &@ certain room, you may have fow or é 
_ five cross-cuts in that place, and I might say if the ~ 4 


commission cared to go into some of the mines right now 


sees co vbhex Weuld@ see the same moa ne: ow ave dh. where cross~ 





cuts are not stopped up and ey air preavelling on the mein 


open face. 


t 
oe ee 


Inadequate ventilation? 


The ventiletion in the mines is bad. If the silts aoe 


supply the cross-cuts, &¢.- 1 have seen as high as four 
‘ 1 , ’ i 
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dames Conroy 





-gmoke and in other cases the men have been forced to oF 
and stay in the wash house two hours at a time before they ‘ 
breath ig 
| have @avea/to go back home. ) 7 
‘_ THE CHAIRMAN: Well, that 4g the kina of thing this committee is ne 
aa A 0s Xen, | Kee, Hat a 
 GOMMTS STON WHEATLEY: You insist that this condition in many ke: 
instances put down the output? | | 
Absolutely. 
‘Q An individual miner being checked, the soreness would come | on 
meme) A from the company? 4 
; A Yes. 7 
THE CHAIRMAN: Well, w what about the inspection by the department? 
A Well, 1 think the Department themselves should see the 
iminers' regresentativesin that perticular mine shoula be | aa 
compelled to go around every month, not leave it optional am 
with the men at all. They should be compelled to go a 
month and change their committees every month, providing © ss 
they were practical men, | 
Es eee TeR ees WHEATE EY; Do you eonsider there is frequent enough 


inspec tion fron the Mines Depar tment? 


A Oh, yes, as far as their duties are concerned they a 


sole pant 
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CHAIRIAN: Enlarge on that a little. 


My idea about it , ithe mines inspection, that the miners 
should have a man to represent the men appointed by the 

Board, well, I'd figure, with at least from fifteen to twenty , 
years at the actual coal face. 

Appointed by which board? © | 

Tee lines “Department. This recommendation should come. from (| 


th Gi nex Boe 


J 
al) 


Is. thet whey inspection committee you are referring to? > 
Noy lian referring to an individual to represent the men» | 
as a whole in the different districts along with the 
present Mines inspector. 
Oh, 1 see, one man representing the men in the district? — s 
That is .s. -y 
Ig that in addition to the local inspection committee of 
each mine? 
Yes. 

How!would he be paid? 
Wejl, I think the proper way to pay him would bome out-of 
the profits on production. | aig 
Well, just how, lir. Conroy? | 
Well, 1 think the way I'd figure it up was this, vet 
profits should: tally enough» to have a certain percer 

tp be put to one side to pay this men, as far as the oP 


Shee cone erne a 2 wake wend. 
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THE CHARMAN: In.other wards, you mean he should be paid by the 


operators of the district? 
Absolutely. | 


Wouldn't that really amount to two mines inspectors? 


Yes. 

Well, if one does his job would you need two? 

Well, 1 think, lr,,Cheirman, the man that ison the job. 
right, now hes too much neqnonasDLlatns that is my opinion; 
I might be wrong. I think itisa big job for one man to be 
taking in 

teken-inte/a certain territory just exactly as he has got) 
here. 


You think the one inspector has too much territory? 


Absolutely. Well, not as x seaman territory but as rerards 


responsibility of OP, What I mean to say, an individual . 


* wr t 


ig 


while on the is eeake | The may do his best to aee things 
adjusted, he will meet with opposition Sno both parties, 


from the operators and from the men. 


Cai TSSTOMER WHEATLEY: vo Ig yow had errors that you would like to see 


corrected, woul d.you. not approach the p~resent inspec tor 
and inform “shim? 

Absolutely, yes. 

Is this done? . 


Oh, yes, it bas been. done from time to time; I believe © 


the inspector has been kept pretty well posted on things — 


around here, as 1 understand. | $4 omubéteport it hi 


Take this case, for instance, you give of cross-cuts oi 
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ae cA 
mee vas a 


int James Conroy. ~ 


| Yes, it sure ;would but if every man takes that stand. 


that he hs going to notify the head of the departments 
in regard to a petty thing Like that, you will require 
ebout nine inspectors in here, because that is the condi- 
tion. prevails, whether you like it or not, the average 


man likes to see these cross-cuts stopped off, and I might 


say it is more peneficial to the company than to the men | 


as far as actual, production is concerned, and still they _ 


don't stop these off... 


I take it if you appoint any more men, as you suggest, to 


be paid, well, that is another burden on the industry, | 
isn't it? . 


Well, it is but I think the results, as far as that is con- 


cerned, will pay for themselves, according to present con- 


ditions. 
But you have @ mines inspection arranged for now by an 
independent man? 


Yes. 


- 
Ana you heve the right, I suppose, to bring things bot me 


attention? 

Yes. 

You have an organization, @ union, here;that could be. 
done officially by your secretary? é | 
Yee.’ 


and if he aid not renedy it, then you could report it hier ne 


| ; up, couldn't you? 
— & Yes, you could do, the 
p yoy Eee sy 4 Wei 





a 


rig ines ees Bhi aes 


i 


= 


Se ar ee ae Ese 
Pe Oe Se A 





a oh > water Eek 
= 


€ 
er? 


>t ; aie nt. 
: ar, 





















a Bis. 19° 5sed ody wetton ot | alg adi od ed 
etispet iliw soy Sede otk gitsd Yteq 8 ot: nelly 

> BBao. ent gi tant semaced ered: tk dxor ooqaat enka sods 
| aasievs edt ton to th oftl yoy todd salw iy AE BOE OE nog! 
dati I Sas .tto hogeo ta ad so-aaouts ‘seedy eee ot a@etkl: eit > 
nei ods ot madd yoteqmos edt o¢ Intortened ern al tt. vee 


uot ‘Likte fis cheadegaas at nostenboag isntos a@ tt ae 


Od yteeguua voy a8. dem STON YA tirtogg s Oy ti tt: eaen> ed 

eCwanbat edt m0 nobrad asi di, at tant ,iferw. bhag ba 

ot w eit 

foo wt tat es tst es ‘atdneee odd gy kdt Ty Fog. et ot oe 
 =itos tredety oc ohh 1099.8 297 Loamody 10% wae Litw Lbecrea 
| 1 oS ae 
a8 ve wot 0% beatatis: hott oomest Goin 8 eved. soy. eb 

ON, Cake tastetenn > 

Miser eka ARN AO a 


aif ot Sanu aft bad: ot sso i, tiget ois eved gory’ ‘pa! 


Ra A alle Sean uel 


‘ ot Hs etme tage 18 joved mt 


uh abi 


Re ET Fehr Vevey Mt ee 
eT Lh, te pk ty pe ae 
_ « t ' 


ag SKY is 
+ ete ay py. oe a | 
a wv 


dames Conroy 





if you are going to go to extremes to carry out certain 


points, you might as well take your tools out of the 





- mine and get out of the camp. 

a Q Just on that point, if the secretary ‘of the local union 

, wrote a letter, he would not lose his job, would he, with ’ 

Re the manshe is working for? | . | a 
A No, but he hes got to get thet grievance from the ina esayae 4 


affected and when the inspector comes around he eenerally — 

makes for that particular place to see what the ‘trowle is; 

you can understand it is easy for the operator or the fire 

boss or pit boss to get to understand who thefindivi duel PEF SS 

and, in those cases, he is considerede a kicker whether wae 
is or “not. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: It comes back to your eee recommendation 





tape Bing this inspection? 
A °Yes | ssh , bee a 
Q And the compulsionosf it: if they would make their report | g 

to the department and corrections would be seen to and <7 a 

there were faulty regulations as reperds the Mines Act ie 

depar tment themselves would attend to these Roe 
G A Yess + 


But there is, as you said in the first gene AS 


Absolutely. 
oe. are : ahaa that this be ue. de Cee 
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Jemes Conroy 






the mines and you understm dad what it is to take a certain 
BO responsibility as a miner, even on a mine committee; yo 
B » if you are going to get out and try to temedy things, there > 


are times you are classed as radical when you are not that 





ab all, you are simply trying to better conditions. 4 
‘THE CHAIRMAN: Well, this compulsory appointment, would that involve "4 
pe ! paying the men who acted on the committee? a 
< A Well, as @ rule, it has not ¢ost the mines department anye 


thing, or operators. The men generally pay for that them- 
selves, They pay so much an hour or if it is a day's work 
they pay them the scale of wages that is applied in that par- 


ticular locality. 


ie tS ie 


Q And you are not suggesting any chance under thig compulsory 

ne 

condition? 

A I am not’ suggesting as far ag the miners' wages are 
still 


AY 
5, oes et 
a or ee 6 


concerned, I think the miners themselves woul d/see it thet — 


4. 


wey. As far as this independent man is concerned, I think 
that should come out of the profits of the industry. 

Q And you think with the compulsory inspection committee 5- 
with a man appointed on a compulsory inspection committed, 
you still need a district man as well? 


. A. Yes, I think they would - 


able man independent of both sides. 


N@p.ic TOL 


Be i | ory REPS aes BERS OS you moved any further? Lopore 
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+a by 


Well, it would be ail right to give it a trial. 










“Conc TsSTONER WHEATLEY: Do you know the sys ten in British Colunbie? 

| A I have not been there since 1909; I am not eequainted with shel 
Act right now at all, to. tell you the wuth, 4 

Q It is more of a gompulsery feature then it is in Alberta and 
each man peys a ratio of so much, one cent or two cents, whe te 
ever is necessary, to pey these men" § WEES. But if the men C 
do you ‘Pick them they are picked from other sources, usually — 

the company. 3 ‘ | 

A < £79}, | De | | z 

a Q But that We done every month; tha men have the option to 

; pick these men, & | ; 

ie A Well, When I me ke thase gta tements as repérds the mine, 3 
can assure you that these condi tions prevail. 

. find. in several instances: some of the me neg enents, par- 


ticularly in the steal coal field, waseks te these meal: 


ai 


"4 
: 


ae 


A. Yes, | | 
2 But the complaint seems more “prevalent: in the, domestic field 


where there is no gas but there is @ tremendous amount ote 
Kp ae 





: | smoke and ventilation poor, with & result that men's been e 
e. is affected. gees : 
f A That isso. eee | ot bs ae 
. n omad? he 4 vi due Ls etry ei 
A mere Q.. You seem to endorse that sentiment? yo RE es: Mey a 
Ep athens ‘Wh bese? ies Qs i . Sy Sex Ss “eh a 
re Oe ass Yes. “ail i ie Dime i, 
Pp Q How ao, you fina ‘the ‘Compensation Act? oak 
hs pa ee 
ci é' 4p Ban 
a A welt, as regerds the miners. side of ab a8 Sam as che 
m_. Ro. WALL Hy aig a Wes i 





indivi dele are wncerned, therexhas deen quite, a Lot of 4 
Bt Pune. % mee Ore | te Dae 2 a vi i gam 
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James Conroy ~ 4 

reports in particular cases after they have been entered at ; 

the mine, sometimes it works she thet the employer is hela a 
responsible for making correct reports, other cases the ! , 
doctor amd some cases it is the men himself. He will be a 


welkine home with maybe a cut on hig hand that does not ‘ook 4 
too bad ana he figures he can get along wi th it; but I have / 
. seen ‘ar ound here - I have neve& been in the posi tion myself 
I have given attention to lots of cases, and I feel , dic aie oe 
that sag men are held uP at stages where it is ea matter of ‘ 5B 
neking an Anveatigation in the cases, I don't eee but et | 


bime s it is pr etty hard on: the men to weit on the honey bier B, 


oe 


ws 


six weeks and two mon ths at a time befare the y ret iz. : 
a Ana when The has come about, what have you found hes been “the: 
aces? Where has the fault lain? moe 
A Weill, ParaGuECca nen the’ luatose were responsible for not 

repor ting to the board. | 

In the na jority of cases, do you think? 


et ee iat wisi 


A Well, I woulan!+ say the maj ority: it works both ways. 
ia mf eaia, there is some particular cases where the men 
zt are really responsible for this; then there is a big kick, 
after all is said and done, in regard to the amount of re 
c oupen s tion Aas he to the indiviaw1. mt 
SHE CHA TRAN: ‘Let us dea first, aren't, those ne ther s that there | 
exists a “rene ay far at present, | 2 en ooula bring them to ‘th 


“attention on Ane Boar a in some way? 





| “Yes; vei. they generelty ge) 3 aajusted « poaetine some Si, a } 
4 ny t t ON Ww Z ¥ a tek: ; 
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- Jemes Conroy e 
or not. You understend, as a rule, the men take it as final; 
they are ‘handed down a cert@in amount and they have got to 


be satisfied with it, whether it is satisfactory to them 


TBR CoA River nowy i . , bhe | a with the 
e Q In'so far“ds itiis the men's fault, that is a case of the 
ie : men becoming better acquainted with the provisions and doing 4 
: the right thing?’ © i 


é Q In so. far as it might be the doctor 3 fault, you can change | 
} your doetor if he pets too bad on it? | ae ag 
A Sometimes you can @nd sometimes you can't; accordine to 
the way thenes are around here, we tried to change a doetor a 
a few times; we are not able to change then, whatever 
Q Are there mény cases where you would say it was the See. s . 
fault for not reporti ne? 
A  Well,°I have heard of quite'a few I have heard that the 9) 9) | 
éberdtdr deo Weontrespeadrh re for not reporting after the | 
OOM TS STON mei have been in the office and piven a report of the 
accident, HU PUL as Le nik ae 
recent cases of ON yan 


Q Are there any esases/fer that? 


We11, 1 eouldn | t give them off-hand but I’ know there viens 


Tt "You ‘think ‘some of it 1s attributable to: the 


- goming in unacquainted with the conditions? 
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James Conroy 





Q Have ypu, Say re oommen dations to make to offset any of 
| this friction? a 
4 A Well, there is reies 5 lh ; . . a 
TEE CHAIRMAN: You said, Mr, Conroy, there was dissatisfaction with ine 
, scale of compensation? ; a 
2 A Yes. | 
5 Q Would you enlarge on that? aa 
e A Well, bd find it this wey , getting back ME the short aeauen i 4 
. ocean take céses where the average danteac + man » I an | # 
referring to the contract men - they make a fairly decent — : 
man we will say about $9.00, compared with the man on 7 
day work it seems ho me there is something wrong that in 
lots of cases, as far as the wages 9.00 and 6,50, or ehaceves) j 
it may be, as far as the individual affected is concerned, jae 
he is & contract man he would get Just about the same as 
the man on day work, and I under stand there is a Fe ow i gt on At 
t the ‘Act tor/f nen a certain percentage, 
“COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: 2 per cent3? 
) A. How it is based or how they arrive at these figures, I don’ +7 
| know, I am not clear on thet myself, ; 
THE CHA TRAN: Wena, have you any actual cases? + am not familiar with th 4 
| A Len T believe you could get quite a lot of vases in mm 
right now; I believe the secretary has four or five eases he 
sou ig mention, 
He is ready to mention tous to-day? 
I believe he io 
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- CONLTSSIONR WHEATLEY: That is for medical eid. 


Well, I believe you can get that, Mr. Cheirman. Ss rereras 


room for better represents tion as far as the men sre concern- a 


Ie eee 
a Ses 


Ret oe Ry wa {aa 


TS 


the Compensetion Board, IT might say I think, dennis there iq 


ed, on thet. Board, too. 

What have you to suggest on that point? 
Well, a think, as Ape as the miners are concerned that sine 
should heave a man thet is worthy of that position from Among st 
the Memb ership rec ommen ded by the different loc@él unions to. 
represent the district, maybe one or two men on that. board, a 
I don't know just exactly how far you could go in that way. o 
Who would pey them? 7 | ae 
Well,, I understand the Government would be peueoiek eine for 
WAG thet te the only thi nme oe a i . paeen ‘a 
We have very strong representations from the operators. that a 


the cost of compense® tion has increased tremendously. a 


ee £ 


Yes, t beard them telk about. it yesterday, Well, we have been 
taxed lately ourselves, I believe, a little extra. When you,. 


get your pay sheet there is so much taken off the enount now. 


Yes. 


Not compensation, 


: 
J 
Me 


THs CHAIRMAN: What would you think the effeot mala he, of increas 





the miners HGR. and then making | them pay the Pont 


» Tate?» 4 hen 


we 


1 ait got that, point 


& aan of Pigwwr es data 
y nay - id . 


_Pasweation we thet 42, PAI “egnte was, actet ak 

















yowtoo a sash | 


“ebtaqe7 aid stem bedd ve ad «S588 ae eo NOt ovotted ¥: ie a 
ak enostd rade nese Ir yse daly ea he .bt808 Holt aeaeraiod ot | 
“M7600 6 wom ad? as vet aa nob stneae uo etd of tot noo - 

| | {Oot b 1808 tadé mo 59 me 
7 Wobog tedt mo dao te ot Oy evad jedi | 

Wens Fads Henresioo eta atom tm eds a8 at ee <a kdt I . Let 
fegnouis mast noltttace tadt to yddrow at daddt nen 8 eved Binode 

OW gaotnas [8ooL FMOTSLE LD ant yd eb rouisio ot qinte te dino odd f 

Pedeoe tals ne cen ane ZO otto ad yan, dobat ab ont tnows ae 

vow edd. wt as ofre9 ae gt wok yls 560, taunt worst Ft ob £ 

Raed} eer p feat ‘edit 
Tort otdke MO“ aT ad bikew dasindrer09 eft biatuvesan a item, 
Uae sede 
Gadd Avot ated ase a0 tt atortedneue ce guord @ eeee evad mn 


E {levobmemard Bsaeotoc § abd mot aaitoqnoo to +406: a 


fiteed euent sw (£fett Qad tat 9 ox as Tao ge Sid: tart bes onl 2: on 


ss 







Or aeAT evr OLESEL s . ovebied - aor lee 10, vletel boxed 


Si te fan 
Wom wisous edt to newaet Reem oe ai event $9 orle eon: moe. Fey “ 


PES taotbon oS eRe aac Kee ene 


"Hod to égar00 tot “m 
oy OLedw declaw ken 





nena 
‘ 


-860- 
James Conroy 
cost of compensation if it came off his own pay, having 
previously been put on, he could see it going off and 
knew if anything happened to increase the rate of compense- 
tion he would have to pay more? 

A Well, I don't know, Mr. Chairman; as far as the miners ere 
concerned, they are pretty well téxed now. 

Q But he would have been previously given the wherewithall 
to pay this tax, 

A Yes, that is true, but at the same time that wherewithall is 
not enough as far as actual living is concerned. 

Q Have you any general recommendations to make for our consid- 

| eration? 

A Well, that is the only thing I can give off-hand. I figure 
the miner is entitled to better representation on the Conm- 
pensation Board. 

Q But on general subjects connected with the mining industry? 

A Well, I don’t know just exactly. I could give any more points — 
in connection with that. That is the only trouble I see, 
the men understood exactly what they were entitled to they woul 
have more argument qnd more satisfaction for all concerned. 
The average man. doesn't seem to imx know exactly what he is 


entitled to when he is getting paid or when he has been 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: On this other matter of costs and capitaliza- 
tion, the Commission has a mass of figures and data that 
will be published to the Government ultimately; it was 


foavaree -intentionealiys not withheld intentionally,as you 
hed +t thought, 


) 
| 
done justice; they seem to be at a loss all the time, 
n, it ig ® big question but it is just kumx what at cay, 
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James Conroy 
that the membership in this particuler sub-district don't 
seem interested in the Commission at all for the simple 
reason ,as I s@id in the first place, they have never 
prepared proper data; we figured we are not going to get 
anywhere with it, whether itis the case or not I don't 
know; of course, there is always a certain amount of dis- 
sett sfaction amongst the men as far as these things are 


concerned. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Well, if anything more does occur to you you can let 


us know. You c@n send it in to us and we will give it con- 


sideration, 
PAT CONROY, 


Being called as a witness, and duly sworn, was examined by: 


THE CHAirman; Your occupation, Mr. Conroy? 


A 
Q 


SD re DBD Ff SD & D F&F ODO 


Coal miner. 

How long have you been a miner? 

Well, for thirteen years; I entered the mines when I was 
twelve and I am 25 at the present time. 

How much experience here in Alberta? How long here? 
About five and a half years. 

Previous to that? 

About seven and a half, 

Where? 

In the 01d Country. 

Which part of the O1d Country? 

Lanarkshire, Scotland. 


Your position with the Unione 
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Pat Conroy 

Secretary-Treasuwrer of the loc&l union, 
Of Atlas? 
Yes, 4687. | 
You have sent us & very carefully prepered and complete 
reply to the questionnaire and I think we might with advantage 
go through it to consider some of the points in it. You say: 
"Housing conditions far from desirable. Survey of mentership 
shows 28% living in one and two roomed shacks. average dimen- 
sion, 13%6" x 12'7", containing sometimes seven persons and 
the average being three persons." Was that the condition 
this past winter? 
Yes, it has been, Mr. Chairman, up until two or three months 
af. 
It has been for the last two or three years? 
Yes, it has. 


I notice, walking about the town, anumber of shacks just 


with a box car roof on them and they did not look as if 


they had been inhabited for some time, windows gone and - 


a 
There is quite a number of shacks belonging to ske/company 


that formerly operated, the property of the Drumheller Landi (?) 


Company, and those shacks belonging to the company have since 
been practically uninhabited, that is in the main, there is 
one or two but not so many, 

But some smaller shacks are still being occupied, are they? 


Oh, yes, shacks of @ like nature are being - 


COMMISSQONER WHEATLEY: Have you & knowledge of the amount of contagious 


A 


diseases that prevail in this locality? 


Well, within the last nine months the approximate mount of 
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typhoid cases have been, I think, around 110. 
110 for the year? 
For the year, yes. 
What class of. disease? 
Mainly typhoid, 
Will you repeat that? 


rr D2 PrP OS FP DBD 


Well, any approximate amount, but for the past year or 
fifteen months there have been between 100 and 110 cases 
of typhoid 
Q Any estimate of the scarlet fever cases, fa example? 
Well, scarlet fever cases don't come up quite to that amount; 
taking on an estimate, I think there is only about 30% of 
that amount scarlet fever cases. 
COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Where did Jou get these figures from? 
A Well, I am a member of the Hospital Board and then practically 
every case is registered with the local union, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Where did these people live who had these typhoid cases ? 
A Well, they are closer - from the Monarch mine down to, poss-— 
ibly, Wayne. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: You cover the whole of the valley in that 
estimate? 
A Outside of Wayne; Wayne is not included in this municipal 
district. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Is that the total number of typhoid cases that came to 
the municipal hospital? 
A Yes. 
Q Would that include any from farms? 


* Well, there is @ Possibility there thight be a percentage from 
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farms. 
Was any survey made to locate these c&ses in one district 
of the tow? 
Well, no, not from the organization's efforts; of course, 
our jurisdiction is both inside the town end outside. 
But was any attempt mede by the Health authorities to discover 
the location of these cases and then investigate the particu- 
lar cause? 
Well, it can be attributed, Mr. Chairman, to lack of proper 
sanitary facilities . We have clean-up weeks here and various 
other methods of trying to circumvent contagious diseases 
put still they arise just the same. 
If typhoid investigation was properly conducted they would 
trace it down to a very specific cause, water supply or milk 
supply or something of that kind, Has that been done here? 
I don't think there has been any specific investigation but 
mainly on evidence before the eyes of the publie it is in the 
main attributed to lack of proper sanitation. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Who is your authority on this? Have you a publie 


A 


health officer? 
Well, we had one; he is out of town just now; whether he is 
functioning or not, I can't s@y, but he only covers the 


townwithin the limits. 


THR CHAIRMAN: You don't know whether this condition was within the town 


limits or outside? 
Well, we have no figures to prove it; there isa probability 


that most of the cases are outside the limits because our 


jurisdiction is mainly outside of the town limits itself. 
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Do you know if this was the subject of a special investige- 
tion by the Provincial Health Department? 
No, 
Well, what suggestion have you for improving sanitary con- 
ditions? 
Mr, Chairman, the sanitary conditions around here are very 
~rimitive, merely outside sanitation, especially in the 
summer time; it is in @11 likelihood that is where the germs 
accumulate, Inside the town there is modern facilities for 
sanitation but in a very large number of cases, Owing to lack 
of finances, the people cannot afford it; it is a burden on 
the individual to acquire those facilities. 
WHEATLEY: Outside of the town limits what is the source of 
your water supply? 
There is one or two cases they have a hand pump but I believe, 
without any undue exagferation, that 95% of the people outside 
of the limits are dependent on the water tank system. That is, 
one m@n who may have three or four tanks, three or four driver: 
taking those tanks around to the houses, getting water from 
the town tank itself and selling it at so much per barrel. 
I see you make & reference to that, that the cost of 25¢ per 
35 gallons of water - 
Yes, that is on the average. 
I am just going to read over the reports of the province on 
the various mines of the province and I wouldlike you to stop 
me any time you think conditions Mould be investigated. (read 
Rosedale, that camp is outside the jurisdiction, 


Rosedeer in 
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That is Wayne. 
Midland - 
That is across the river. 
Alberta Block - (reads). 
Yes, that is in our district. Well, in the main you cannot 
contradict that but, regarding the wash house, it my be in 
good condition but still the accommodation is another thing 
compared with condition. You might even have a one-roomed 
shack and it might make it look like a balance but still, 
when & surprise party can go in there- as one only can be 
compared with 100 or 120 men, when they go into that wash 
house at night it certainly alters the appearance of that 
wash house. 
You think the accommodation is insufficient? 
Oh, yes, absolutely. 
Hy-Grade Coal Company - 
That ig in our district yes. 
(Reads) 
Well, there is a certain amount of contradiction to that, 
the wash house, particularly, The Hy-Greade wash house is 
the worst set of wash houses in the local union. You take 
at three or four in the evening, after the men have gone 
in there to wash, without exaggeration the temperature is 
about 120 degrees. You cam realize the position of any 
miner going out of there at 20 or 25 below zero; he cannot 
possibly drychimself, no matter how many towels he hag 


got, in that temperature. He rushes out of there with his 


body mfx ® mass of sweat. What is the ultimate ends 
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But who keeps it as hot as that? 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Is there sprays in the wash house in the 


same pkace as the lockers? 

Yes. 

There is not a separate compartment? 

Yes, there is a separate compartment but it does not amount 


to anything; it is one inch of board. 


THE CHAIRMAN; What makes it so hot? 


A 


Q 
A 
COMMISSIONIR 


They run the steam pipe through the wash house. You 
realize there is a necessary amount of heat to take the 
grime of the coal - the heat of those pipes must create a 
high temperature. 

Could not that pipe be covered? 

It could be possibly if the company would take that step. 
WHEATLEY: It is essential to have a certain amount of 

heat for the drying of the towels? 

Yes. The heat is not regulated by any means. You might 

£0 into the wash house one day and it is like going into 

a refrigerator and the next dey like going into a nursery. 
Im't there one of the men does the reguleting of the heat? 
There is a man employed for that purpose; he is supposed to 
regulate it from the boiler. On many occasi om «we have 
kicked to the engineer and, although they have remedied it 
tempérarily, it hes always continued to be the same, 


THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, but that is @ thing you should be able to arrange 


- Well, 


among yourselves because it cannot pay the mine interested 


to waste heat on the wash house. 


but the com 
| Pany ought to look at it, too, from the 
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company’s and the men's point of view but they don't seem 
to waste interest in it; they haven't pot it down to a science. 

Q You could get public opinion - 

CQMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Do the pit committees complain of that? 

A Yes, they have.At mamy minesjwith regard to the remarks of 
the Chairman, I would s@y public opinion is dependent on 
how the man feels at home and how his job is dependent on it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I meant, as against the individual employee who was 
responsible for the temperature of the wash house, I would 
think the committee of the men who are using it - 

A A committee of the menjhave gone to the management several 
times and, while they have got satisfection for twenty-four 
or forty-eight hours, it has always continued to be the same, 
I have, personally, from experience - I have cone out from 
that wash house and before going home I would suffer a chill 
and would not recover for possibly three or four days. 

I can understand it is a very serious condition. 

A It is more the rule than the exception with the average man 
around here while he is working the steady run of the mines 
in the winter time has a continuous cold. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: You attribute that ee a constructed 
wash house? ; | 

A Yes, improper ventilation and the temperature. I don't say, — 
though, that in regard to that, the company deliberately 
do it, but they seem to take a lack of interest in regulating 
the temperature in the wash houses, 


THE CHAIRMAN: Newcastle Junior (reading). 


| A. Well f*the Conditions at that wash h are just the same 
if Ouse 


es 
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as prevail in all other wash houses with no convenience; 
particularly at that wash house, there is only one door open- 
ing from the outside into the wash house where the men act- 
ually wash, and you must realize that there is possibly 
twentyefive or thirty, or even say ten, don't go to extremes, 
and one door; a man must feel @ draught; there is liable to 


be an attack of cold. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: There should be a porch? 


A 


Yes. The accommodation is also not sufficiebt for the men 
thet wash within the wash house. 

What sre there, lockers? 

Yes, there is in most cases lockers , that is, by the Gouge 


company. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Which do the men prefer, the ch®in system or lockers? 


CGMITSS¥ONER WHEATLEY: If there is plenty of rooms in the lockers, I 


A 


find the lockers - 

Regarding the or esent locker system here, I have heard ithe 
remark made by the miners themselves, they might as well 
try to enclose their working clothes in their food basket, so 
sm@llis the dimension. That may seem witty to the spectator 
but that is an actual fact. 

Just one compartment, at that? 

One compar tment and there ig no division between the com- 
partments, they are a stacked up one ageinst another and 
you change your clothes on this chair and only six inches 
between another man trying to rustle into his clothes,too. 


The crowding in the wash houses in these domestic mines is 


& general expression, 
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THE CHAIRMAN: Elgin? 


A 


Yes, that is in the district. The same conditions prevail 
at the wash house; that will apply 4a the same in the 
individual cases, it would be wasting words. 

Insufficient accommodation? 

Insufficient accommodation and not proper reguletion of the 
temperature in the wash house. 

Mid-West Collieries? 

Yes. There is to all mines the same conditions prevailing, 
want of accommodation and too high temperature. 

Are there any other mines we have missed ? We have got the 
reports here; we just did not get them out, 

There is the Craig mine;I think you missed it; it is not 
much on the map but still we might as well - - 

Well, what about the Craig mine? 

Well, the Craig mine has only recently started operations 
about eighteen months ago. Just now they are driving a new 
slope to try to get some better coal and there is only about 
three or four men employed there; in the winter time there 
are around thirtyefive men anployed, I understand, accord- 
ing to the Mines Act, that upon request of twenty men 4 
wash house can be directed at that mine but the company 
claims lack of finance and in the circumstances they 
cannot erect a wash house until they are on a better foot- 
ing, There is no washing facilities at that mine whatever, 
Anything more on this same subject of accommodation at the 


mines? 


Well, we believe, i, Chairman. ta¢ committee which has 
@ 9 , 
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gone into these different phases of the questionnaire, 
that there ought to be a certain amount of cubicle space 
allotted to each man in a wash house and a temperature 
that would forbid him being attacked by extreme heat or 


extreme cold if it is a detriment when he goes outside. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: I must say there is in some a tendency to have 


the wash houses too cold and insufficient for drying 
clothes. Could that be overcome somewhat by the miners 
waiting a little while in the wash house to cool off? 
Well, I héve found myself that should the men wait in 

that wash house, we will say, an hour, that is by prac- 
tical experience, you would just find yourself in the same 
position; it would be only one continual process of drying 
yourself over again, 

What have you. to recommend on the general matter of sani- 
tation? Anything that the Commission might take note of? 
Well, outside the/lini ts itself there could be the recommends 
ation that proper modern facilities be installed. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Well, who would do that? 


A 


Q 
A 


I believe the municipality assisted by the Provincisl Govern- 


ment. 


You mean the rural municipality? 


Ye Se 


COMMISSIONIR WHEATLEY: Of course, it would be unwise and uneconomical 


J 
bs » i 


to extend it out to the various camps. Would that not entail 


the concentration of houses? 


Yes, it would to a certein extent but in closed camps such 


as Rosedale and like that, there 4 existing to-day 
: . S not 


“SY 8>, 
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proper facilities, I believe; that is, the company owns the 
houses there, it is up to them to instel proper facilities 
without the assistance of the government. 
Q What would you tjink of a centralized housing plan in an area 
that was properly arranged in the matter of sanitation and 


conveniences to téke the men out? 


A Well, It would be handled, I believe - 

Q Has such a plan entered your mind - I see you tefer-+=--- 
A Yes, I believe that is good housing recommendations. 

Q You have a reference to that. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Your recommendation under Housing suggested - (reads) 

----- every person - " - 

A That should be every two persons. 

Q Welly:but it is also going to the credit of the house where 
the man has moved? 

A Well, in those two individual cases there, citing the case 
where & man moves out and say 50% of the actual cost of 
ar house, there is & probability that he might not be 
moving into another government colony + Our contention 
is this, that whereas the family that has moved out heve paid 
50% on that house, if they don't intend to reside in another 
government colony, s@y in another mining camp where govern- 
ment houses are erected, that a man that has been deprived , 
of the house through lack of accommodation should be credited 
with the 50% that is already paid on that house. 

Q Wouldn't workers in every other industry want this same 
privilege? 


A Yrobably it wo | 
uld be a 
at that, food investment for the £0vernment 
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Pat Conroy 
It would be a building scheme of government built houses 
for everybody? | 
Yes; anybody requiring them, yes. That is a broad question, 
We don't confine ourselves to the mine workers, we feel 
that should apply in a broad sense to mostly anybody that 


wanted a house in the province. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: To get the best out of sueh a scheme you would 


have to come into & confined area where you had your water 
and sanitation? 

Yes, but those government colonies could be built according 
to the location of the industry; there would not be much 
sense in building a government colony s@y three or four miles 
from the scene of where any industry is located, 

But in this Drumheller valley, for example, could such a 
housing plan be inaugurated and transportation erranged to th 
various mines? 

Yes, I believe it could although under the jurisdiction of 
the Atlas local there is really no necessity for transpor- 
tation.e 

No, not in the closer mines. 

Because the furthest away that any of the mines are probably 


about a mile and a quarter. 


‘THE CHA {r man; So far as housing conditions within the town of Drumheller 


is concerned, they are pretty satisfactory? 
Within the town itself, yes, there is petty satisfactory 
accommodation , for this reason, that only a sm@ll percent- 


age of ow membership are centered in the town itself, say 
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thirty to thirty-five per cent, 
But who occupies all these houses we see, then? 
Well, it is commonly called the middle class or the 
business class, if they like the term, 
There cannot be enough of them here to occupy all the 
houses I have seen? 
Well, on voting day they seem to swamp the field, anywey. 
Well, there is room in the town for building more of 
these nice little cottages we see, and if there were steadier 
work in the mines and steadier tenants for them would that 
not take care of it probably without an elaborate government 
scheme? 
I don't think so. The average workmen to-dey, whether itis 
want of initiative or not - on our contention it is want of 
Pei stesias: that he cannot possibly, in the circumstances, 
with peu: or five of a family, bay Be no lumber yards 
here, s@y for twelve or twenty-fouw months - it is adding 
compound interest all the time. The renting of houses in 
this locality, it is merely a basis of the small owner, a 
man with two or three houses, who probably in his later days 
intends to retire to ten acres of fruit lends - you know the 
type as well as myself - they don't operate on a large scale 
but if they can get a few dollars out of the investment, and 
naturally they take the pound of flesh out of that. 
What are rents in town here? 
Well, the rents vary according to the size of the building 
and the location itself. If you have a house down in Ferk- 


dale, there - it is whet we call Hast ig West; the East part 
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of the town in this locality is the residence part; in 
most other towns it is generally the West end but this 
community seems to be more of an Asiatic mind here ~ well, 
in Parkdale you might get a house there considering ,carry- 
ing a good front,for $25.00 a month, but out amongst the 
proletariat you might get a house for $10. or $15. a month. 
How manycr ooms? 
On a survey we heve found a house has averaged about $5, 
per room per month, maybe @ slight: variation - 
The average you give in your reply is $5.35 per room per month 
Kes. 
Does that count the kitchen as acroom? 


Well, it is generally sleeping quarters, as well , that is in 
the Wegt end, 


‘Well, your suggestion on that is so fully set out that I 


don't think - 

t don't think it requires any elaboration. 

Under the heading of wages and working conditions, you stated 
that the bone question has been a source of trouble between 
miners and operators for many years. 

Yes, it has been, Mr, Chairman. Some of the operators claim 
it is a bone of contention. It has been to a very great 
extent. In the top seam, what they call the No.l seam, 

there is about probably four or five feet of cml, accord- 
ing as conditions vary here, and there, and in many instances 
there is a streak of bore creeps into the coal itself; there 
is no agreement on that bone itself, for this reason, that 
the operators and many of the miners claim that there is no 


; | | } | 
one in the top seam. Oyr experience has proven that in me ny 
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cases this bone has crept in and there is really no sat- 
isfaction on it at all; operators nor the miners haven't 

even come to any agreement on that point; but some of the 
operators claim that there was allowance in some of the 
previous agreements dating back from 1917 of 4¢ per ton 

to cover that bone where it might creep into the seam but 

there is no written data to that effect; we can only take it --~ 
Is any @llowance made at the wesent time? 

It really depends on mutual arrangements between the boss and 
the workmen themselves what they consider it a fair return 

for the work involved. It doesn't ee'ttie the question whatever. 
In some mines they settle it amicably between the workmen and 
the Management: in other cases they don't; the result is there 
is friction on that point. 

If it only occurs occasionally it would be pretty hard to 

cover it with a general provision. 

Still, it is existent then just. the same. I may add that the 
management of some of the mines, though, have stipulated they 
will pay anything over four inches of bone. Well, there may 

be six inches of bone in that seam and the attitude mf the 
workman takes he cannot in the cireumstances take out six inches 
of bone for two inches of payment; he feels it is just as easy 
to take out six inches as to take out One;if there is to be 

any peyment he contenég hé should be paid from the first inch 
although the operators claim ag far ag one inch of bone is cone 
cerned it mgt entails no work whatever, still they demand clean 
coal and they are not willing to psy for it, that is some of 
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them; some of them give a consideration but that mainly applies 


to the top seam of coal, 3 
With this explanation and your written explanation, this is 
also,I think, quite clear. The next question you give the 
average yearly earnings based on & survey of 230 men at the 
figures I read out yesterday and I thik this brings up the 
same question of seasonal employment and I would like to get 
your views on that question. 

Well, regarding the compilation of thoae figures, those 
figures were arrived at in a perfectly legitimate source, 
compiled from sources which we do not wish to disclose at 
the present time, but I presume that would enter the sale 
category as the revealing of costs and profits of the 
industry to the Commission; if the operators don't feel 
like submitting costs and profits naturally in the circun- 


stances we feel likewise. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: We are having this all. 


A 


Yes. Still, it is not given public by the Commission, 


THE CHAIRMAN: It will we in statistical form the same as the other. 


A 
R 


Oh, yes, it will be - 

Yes, but how many men read statistics? 

Well, they had better read this report. We will make itcon 
as readable as we cén,. 

You would have to mail it to the individual before they 
would read it. I venture to say the evidence given to the 
Cdk taatan te heard by more men than will read your report. 


You know @s well as me that government figures are not very 


' attractive to any individual. 






















EL MewO Sat | a an ea Bae See e 
a 80 Mage yintou Sackt tere woiverob tacos & ovig medt bo oatos “:medt , : 
a te | sfs09 to mesa qot eft ot 
al aldd noitsnalexs nett tay uSOY Hi18; sods aualoxe atid stew 
est ovis yoy notteesmp dees oo -waeLo st top Mate Tyeets 
at 78 Nem OFS to yore 8 90 bewad egatanas| Gl ueey: sgetevs | 
| oti qs aguitd gist sided 1 bos yao tetaey tao beer T eregeE 
fe9 of oMtL bLoow E. a" Fromyo Lams Lenoagea ‘to Moiteenp ome 
col vomp teat fo awiv woe 
gnods ,2oumit seodt to notteltguo 9 edd ‘Lb wees Lew 
SOME stants toel yitastad 8 at ts bovtass) otow weed | 
te egologib ot datw tom ob ow acheive seottos. most bettqmos 
efise ext totum bfnow add ease aay I ted «sat tasgey ent 
eat to. ad kitoxz: bis stson. TO: gatisevet ort Be. remit 
fee% o aob avtofaeveye ent ti :nodwe tito ede of (utanbar’ 4 
mag oret o edd nt Ylismiss i bas eteoo. qaite indye owkE ; 
sated t Leet ‘ow as onsite” 
-t is akdd sitived ow ow Year agiw*s 
Po 4 eMokealamed edt yd otsduq nevis. ton, ak ae Linde» er 
: + woddto aud a8 ees odd mxo% fsottaltare at of tilw aly PA 
| a. od fimde, acuall oR ‘ 





-879- | 
Pat Conroy 
Ag a matter of fact, we would have brought the figures 
with us of these employees' earnings except for the pract- 
ical difficulty that I have got & man working on them; if 
I head brought them with me he would have been out of a job 
for the time we are away, but we have the full earnings and 
the time worked and are going to be able to present from 
that source the actual earnings of the Miners from the mining 
industry in each locality and it will show the averages - 
not these exceptional so many dollars per shift - that aze 
often quoted; I quéte realize that sometimes has given the 
public a wrong impression of what the miners are making, 
because the amount that a contract man makes per shift is” 
pretty commonly quoted and g#em what counts from tite point 
of view is what the man receives within the period of his 
employment, 
In our contention regarding the revealing of costs and 
profits is that they should be absolutely given publicity 
on the commission itself. Nov, while the commission may 
have that as their own property in the meantime, still it 
is not given the absolute publicity it necessitates to my 
mind, while the data may be in the possession of the commis- 
it is like 
sion, to the average man in the street ze/putting anything 
in a cupboard and out of curiosity you go to that cupboard 
and look at it. 
Well, our object was to get the information so as to examine 
the industry and report to the government on it. If we had 
attempted to cet information as between operators we were 


advised that we would not get it ites Wtee suas 
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if we attempted to show that Mine "A" was working on a 
certain wargin, making a profit, we will say, of 10¢ a ton, 
and that Mine "B" alongside was losing 20¢ a ton, ana that 
Mine "C", if you like, was m@king 60¢ a ton - if we attempted 
to bring out any public informtion of thei chile the present 
competitive system which, of course, you are opposed to by 
your replies, that would have given unfe@ir advantage of one 
mine against the other in the market; that is the mine's own 
personal business;and we were advised that to attempt to bring 
out an individual operator's costs and profits in that way 
WE would dave been resisted under the present system and under 
the present law. So what we ere getting is the information 
so asto #¢ give a true account of the industry and all I can 
suggest is that you wait and see how that information comes 
out and I will personally see that you get accopy of it and, 
judge = from thet whether it is of value to all of us in 
considering the thing. It was the only way we could get it. 
Well, replying to that, I contend personally and I believe 
in most cases the miners in this local union are in apree- 
nent with me, that individual rights in this instance should 
have no consideration in the commission whatever. Individual 
rights are not to be compared with family rights. 
I know; it isn't the commission that is giving indiviauel 
rights consideration. We were advised under the present stete 
of the law an attempt to get that other informtion and pub- 
lish it would be successfully resisted. 
By the operators? — 


Yes, by those concerned, 
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Well, it cannot be individual rights; it must be jealousy 
between the operators. 
It is the business basis at present of competition between 
operators; they would not disclose - - for instance, the 
Dominion Grain Commission proceeded in precisely the same 
wey; they attempted to get the figures for individual com- 
panies and proceedings were started for an injunction. One 
commission was stopped by injunction and then it was decid- 
ed that these figures would be given to one of the commissions 
ers in confidence, compiled by hiuw in statistical form without 
disclosing the identify of the particular operation but yet 
giving the full facts, not a fact as applied to Snith, Jones 
or Robinson, but the full facts as pertaining to the industry, 
and dn that form they got it and on that they were able to 
base their report. 
Still, Mr. Chairman, as this comm ssionhas arisen out of 
&@ provincial necessity, not to say international- in 
& provincial necessity, there is no one individual who have 
any rights as long as that wovince is at stake and it is 
our contention, while you may cite the Grain investigation 


as an instance, it is to abolish these precedents and 


establish things that public welfare should benefit by. 


Well, but you have got to go to something higher than 
the commission to get that done. That is the point. We are 


and whet you are asking is @ change in the law, as I appre- 


&@ com™ission established under the present state of the law 
hena it. : 
| 


Well » Possibly. 
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Well, let us proceed with this point of seasonal employ- 
ment. I would like to hear your views as well as your 
brother's, if you will give them to us, on the general 
question of handling the problem, We have been told that 
ag things stand at present it cannot be hoped to extend 
the time of operation beyond perhaps six months, leaving 
six months of the year that the majority of the miners 
cannot work at their trade. What are your views on that? 
Regarding the shortness of the season itself, I believe, 
myself, that is due to very intensive competition, I believe, 
that is a very great fector in it. You get men there to come 
in here in the month of September - three or four years ago 
it was the month of August, they usuelly came in and it is, 
ag the years rolled on, getting shorter ,now it is mostly 
September - and they go in there and for three or four months 
production is at the peak and, in fact, any individual con- 
tinuing that production at the same amount that he is doing 
every day, the six months’ term of operatioh would be long 
enough for any individual, 1 venture to say that, comparing 
I have been 
Myself as an average man/ doing practical work the most of my 
term in the mine, that 1 could not continue any more than 
eight or nine months at the intensive competive rate. I 
believe stabilizing the output at a certain rate would 
lengthen the period of the work itself. You have got men 
here putting out, well, as high as twenty ton per day - 
there may be only @ sm81l amount of men doing it but still 
it prevails - you get operators boast as well as the men 


themselves how much coal the individual pots out and then 
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end—theh they have a very big average, of course, but I 


) 
| 
contend the competition is too severe for the men to endure 
even though he had wider markets. Instead of securing the 
Ontario market that we have heard so much about, that he 
could not keep up nine months' steady work, the strain 
would be too much. In the meantime he has three months' 
intensive work and nine months of intensive laziness; the resui 
is our average workmen is practically demoralized mentally | 
and physically. | 
THE CHAIRMAN: In your opinion, would he be willing to work at another I 
trade if he could get work? | 
A I. don't think so. There is two clésses of miners, as you | 
find them in this field. There is the miner who has been | 
raised for generations back in the trade itself. That man, as : 
most miners know, adapts himself to that industry and that 
industry alone. He is maybe ten or twenty or thirty years 
in that industry and he certaihly cannot apply himself to 
any other trade byt the coal industry. There ig the individ- 
ual who may be called & combination farmer and miner but he 
is not a source of credit to the industry itself} in himelf 
he is merely an opportunist; he is going in for the steady | 
wark in the fall and merely jumping out when he gets a few 
dollars ahead, although these men are encouraged by the boss 
himself. 
Q Would it be possible, you think, to carry on the industry 
with such a eombination man alone? 


A I don't think so. The West itself is calling for permanent 


: _ Yesidents. It is merely in its primary stages of develop- 
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ment so far; they want to build up the country and they 
cannot. do it with a migratory type of workmen. That is 
} recognized, that you must have a permanent residence , 4 
race of people to populate this country if you are going to 
st@bilize any industrys 
Well, what is your solution for the immediate pw esent? 
Anything to extend that season is going to take time. 
Do you. think it can be. extended to make mining an all year 
occupation but it cannot be done immediately and, on the 
assumption that it never can be, what do you think should 
should happen? 
Well, our belief has been for many years , it seems to be 
merely a standby now - is nationalization. 
That, again, takes time? 
It takes time, 
But I want you to face the immediate problem of a short 
season of from four to six months and the rest of the year-- 
what do you suggest shovld be done with that condition? 
We believe honestly, without any undue exagreration, that 
lessening the intensive competition imposed upon the 
average miner would extend the working season, well, not 
a great deal but still would give him more days. 
But would it give him enough to keep him the whole year? 
I don't think so, not with the present circumstances, 
And in competition with even a-point like Winnipeg you 
could not suggest a wage for a miner that would keep 
him the rest of the year? 


Not on the present pperation of the industry; tO our mind 
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there are so many drones in the industry just now that 
it is practically over-burdened with men drawing money 
for what they should not draw at all. 

Q You don't think there is any lane of other work that the 
miner would adapt himself to for the off season? 

A Well, not from person&l experienceonly if it was scientific 
production so developed and by-products being taken from 
the coal itself , there is a possibility of installation of 
machinery to manufacture by-products fram the troduect that 
the average miner could adapt himself to that, although it is 
only a possibility. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What is your views under the circumstances of @ 
short. seasonal trade of more machinery? Could there be 
better application in that regard? 

A Well, that is quite a problem. xksek&x Some of the machinery 
itself is quite antique in this district but, from actual 
necessity, I believe the average operator is putting forth 
an honest effort to instal as modern machinery as possible. 
Competition is such that he is practically compelled to do 
so, that is, in the actual underground mine operations but 
we feel where the most unnecessary expense in the operation 
of the mine is too small leases and the lack of concentration 
in centralizing of the product, production. 

Q Wath arcontinttan of the present mines alter that? 

A Well, it would take quite a period of condensation to 
accomplish that, I believe. Take the Atlas Local, for 


1 Fis AROS, we have eight mines operating at the present time 


0 the See the Ane per day will be about 5000 tons. 
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Now, by practical experience, you know that eight mines to 
produce 5000 tons is unnecessary expense; two properly 
equipped mines could produce the s@me amount. still, every 
one of those eight mines hav got to supply cars every night, 
they have got @ surplus of cars standing on the tracks and 
various other expenses for homsime hoisting and operation 
necessary to one mine which, if concentrated would practically 
divide the expense by 50 per cent. 
Q Too much duplication of overhead costs? 
A Too much duplication, yes. 
THE CHATRMAN: We Meier the educational matters . I would like to bring 
| you back to that. What is your views in regard to the 
educational facilities here? 
A Well, the educational facilities are what is to be expected 


to be found in most working class areas, the elementary school 





there and there is supposed to be a high school; I really 

cannot class it as a high school; it seems to be more an 

advanced stage of mythology than anything else; they seem 

to concentrate here more in getting the children to under- 

stand their duties as patriots than real education. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Are they not teaching the curriculum és laid 

down by the Department of Education? 

A Yes, they are but a very great stress is mde upon the child 


as to his first duty is as a patriot and his duties to the 
country. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Don't you agree on that? 


A Well, but we might have differences on that; you must have 


Sa 


education to realize whether you are a peatrtot or otherwise, 
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COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Yow fault is with the curriculum? 


A 
Q 


Yeso 

How are you fixed for accanmodation? Do you think it is 
adequate? 

Well, I don't think so; there is lack of space to my mind. 
We have lots of. cases here, quite a number, I don't know 

how they stand to-day but last fall quite a big percentere 
of the children were merely on a half term at school, one 
half day on anda half day off, &c., due to lack of acconnada- 
tion. It might have been improved during the last three 
months because they are concentrating now on trying to speed 
up things prior to examination; they might be concentrating 
to keep every child in school to pass the exams, 

I presume now they will have more facilities during the 
Slack season by many families having left, is that not 

the case? 

Well, it is probably true, yes, many families go out in 


the string and come back in the winter time. 


THE CHAIRMAN: ©n one of the other questions, of wepes and working 


conditions, as to differentials in rates of pay between 
men on different jobs, you think thet outside of the zuuka 
actual mining of coal all other rates might be equal? 

Well, on the actual contract worker himself there might 

be a differential but that in the main is due to a differ- 
ence in natural conditions; you might have one part of the 
mine you have good natural conditions; at the other end of 


the mine you might have different conditions altogether. 


Naturally with lower coal or higher Coal there must Db 
St be 
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a differevce in production and consequently earning power. 
But outside of this on all the other jobs in the mine 
where they are on a great many rates of pay, you think 
that is not called for? 
We think the ppan is too big in so far as the actual miner at 
the face, apart, of course, from mechanics or engineers, 
that it is merely semi-skilled labor and therefore the amount 
of energy expended is about the same and there should hot be 
so big a differential. 
What about accidents in the mines? You say there are more 
accidents recently in Drumheller than in years pest. 
Yes, I think that is recognized by both men and operators. 
Have you any suggestion as to the cause? 
Well, probably the greatest cause of that is more intensive 
production; the average individual is so speeded up that ve 
has not either time to take care of himself or he gets care- 
less; in most cases he has got to hurry production accor ding 
to the dictates of the management as they feel co@l is neces- 


sary. 


COMMIS SIONER WHEATLEY: Would some of it be attributed to inexperienced 


men? 

Yes, @ percentage of it could be attributed to that. We find 
a percentége of inexperienced men coming into the field 
every f@1l unacquainted with mine conditions; they think by 
driving a mule on the prairie they can get mome the same work 
down below, 

You don't know just how that works out in comparisons? 


4o, I haven t had time to work that out. 
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I guess that could be got from the Compensation Board, 


THE CHAIRMAN: What are your views on machinery and labor saving 


devices? 

I believe that would enter into scientific production. 

You are not opposed to the introduction of labor saving 
devices?u | 

No, it would becfoolish to oppose that. 

Well, it is sometimes said that the unions are. I am glad to 
get you on record that. you are not, 

The evolution of the thing itself forbids any oppositién to 
such, 

It has been quite apparent so far from our investigation 
that whatever may be the cause the strike is a bad thing 
for everybody, What can you suggest that migh t reduce 

that disturbing element? 

Well, I would not class it as a disturbing element. 

Well, I mean a disturbing element to the industry. 

Oh, yes. Well, there has been several methods of solution, 
arbitration and so forth, suggested tocholaiover the strike 
weapon, although I may add, the miner won't forego the 
strike weapon itself irrespective of the advisory council. 
That is frrm,an organization point of view, not from an 
individual point of view. It is by all means commendable 
that any method which will stop anarchy in the industry 
itself should be suggested, some sort of council with no 
arbitrary power, I believe would be commendable to the 


workmen, but I asswe you, as far as the workmen are con- 


cerned, they won't accept any arbitrery powers on any 
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commission; they feel it is an encroachment on their 
rights. 
What about the Workmen's Compensation Act? 
Well, the Workmen's Compensation Sct - thers is dissatis- 
faction with that, not with the structure of the Act itself 
but it centres around two or three of the main features of 
the Act, that is the amount of payment, method of payment 
and the computation of the claims itself. Now, I believe, 
Mr, Chairman, it is permissible for the commission that we 
should submit direct evidence of dissatisfaction against 
the Compensation Act to-day. There is individuals affected 
and I believe it is right they should be before the 
Commission and give evidence, 
Well, I think we might very well hear definite cases because 
then we coyld, by probing of them, discover the principles. 
That is right. 


We are not @ super commission to make decisions, you under- 


| stand? 


COMMISS IONE 
A 


Oh, no. 

We are only to investigate and report what we fini, 

Well, to my mind,while we would appreciate an increase 

on the actual percentage of the earnings of the man 

that is on compensation, still 1 believe a certain amount 
of money per week would be more satisfactory; we camot get 
the informetion from the Board of how they base their 
computation. , 


WHEATLEY: Have you ever written to them on it? 


pe seve weneten to them but #111 the information received 
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hes not been entirely satisfactory; it includes »methim 
that may be suited to the individual case, not as a 


basis for working on future vases. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Did you write back again for further information? 


A 


Q 
A 


Well, you can insist and insist but still you don't get 
the information that the average workman seems to want. 
You would prefer a fixed sum per week, then? 


Yes, I believe it would be more satisfactory. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: A flat rate per week? 


A 
Q 


Yese 

I don't know if you are aware of it, that we are the people 
that made the persistent demand for a percentage increase 
and it is about going back on our demand, 

I quite believe you; I believe I was a yarty at the lest 
convention that demanded, that asked the increase; asking 
an increase and the apblication of it are two different 
things completely. 

We had a flat rete and then asked for the percentase rate. 
Now I find the prevailing sentiment like what you are say- 
ing to-day, that a flat rate is preferable to the per- 
centage rate. 

Yes, now, take the average workmen, s@y a contract miner, 
for instance, he may be earning erourdnine, ten or eleven 
dollars per day; he may and he may not; still the Board 
grants him 65% of his - 623% of his earning power, In most 
cases, > believe, in the Atlas bsGunike aaeakt there has 
not been an individual that has received anything more than 
3.10 per day. 
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° 


Q Well, isn't there a limitation of two thousand - there 
isa limit set for the year that would not give more than 
that? There is &@ maximum, &lso a minimum? 

A Yes, but even a short term of compensation, that has been 
the maximum, for say ten or fifteen days, 


Q Thee is ® weekly m6ximum and minimum? 


MR. STIRLING: It is not to be more than at the rate of $2000. 
@ year. 

THE CHAIRMAN: 'Dideyou get that? It is a percentage of the 
earnings but not to be more than at the rate of 2000 per 
year. . 

A Yes, but still, on that - - 

That applies to ‘7. few days as well as to a year. 

A #0 we contend that men are not getting exactly a square 
deal from the Compensation Board. I don't say the Board 
are doing it deliberately but there is this dissatisfaction 
no doubt in uany cases the men were earning seven or eight 
dotlars per day when they received 2-40 as compen setion, 

COMMISSIONZR WHEATLEY: Well, it is computed over a given period and I 
presume there is dissatisfaction in that. 

A The dissatisfaction liessin the computed period, too; 
it is not the feult of the man in this field that he can- 
not get working twelve months per year but it does seem 
hara that a man who has only worked six weeks at the com- 
mencement of the season should receive probably a broken 
leg and is off for the rest of the season, still he is 


only paid sometimes an average year's earnings and that 


. tay average only about ten dollars a week, 
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Q- I enquired myself and I find there is an average of 
about $18. per week, the maximum is $21. and the minimum 
$10, I enquired from the Compensetion Board sometime ago 
and find that the average is about $18. per week, the 
compensation for the workers of the province. 

A I will give you one instance of a case three days ago; he 
works over in the Western Gem mine/the other side of the 
river; I think it was the latter part of December he 
was hurt and, due to some incorrectness in the reports, I 
don't know whether either by the company or himself but 
the Boand could not, in the circuwistences, give him any 
money until the reports: actually coincide with one another. 
So finally he came down to me and showed me a letter he had 
recehved from the Board; 1 wrote into tue Board and asked -- 
the man'could not speak very good Hmglish - and I asked then. 
to explain the circumstances and they told me the two | 
reports were entirely different. So I approached the work- 
man and asked him whether his report was right or the conm- 
pany's. He admitted that as he had not a very good grasp ) 
of the English language that he had made an.error in his 
report. The case was finally wound up here and while he was 
off 29 days it involved about 25 working deys, he received 
only $40,, and that is a concrete ingtance, to give you one. ~~ 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, would you get us the name of that man? 

A Yes, Frank Caran is his neme; he is an Itelian. 


| 
Q If you, have not got) the record you could write us about ite | 
A’ Tes, 


Q And the same with any other specific cases, if you could give 
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the actual cases and circumstances, we would be only too 
glad to get to the bottom of it. 
Well, we have a few cases here and they are real honest 
workmen, toomy mind, but still from circumstances and other 
reasons they have got put on compensation. There is one 
individual I know, it is the second time compensation and 
he claims he has not received what we would call a square 
deal and I believe if you had this individual up before the 
Commission himself to-day he could give you more direct 
and more satisfactory evidence than I could. 
I would be glad if you could get him this afternoon. 
tr think he is in the audience and we could get him this 
afternoon, 
Perhaps we can leave the Compensation Board matter until 
the afternoon, if we can get anyone like that here. 
Yes. 
I notice that your general suggestion: as a solution igs 
nationelization and you have worked out your reasons here 
at some length. What would you do with the present mines 
that are operating under a nationalization scheme? 
I would like to get the point clear. 
Well, how would you acquire them? | 
Well, acquiring the mines ourselves; we believe in expro- 
priation of the mines, that is, no compensation. 
And no compensation? 
That is, with reservations for the small manager. 


‘closer 
WHEATLEY; What would you think of a teettesat?} system 


of control of the mines under the present Condition? 
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In the present Gondition, unless it was under nationali zae 
tion I could not recommend any system of control, really. 
Well, you say that you believe in expropriation without 
compe nsation? ; 
With reservations, that is, for the small investor. 
Doesn't that reserve the whole thing? 
No. 
How are you going to distinguish between the smalloin- 
vestor and the other? 
Well, the small investor, to my mind, would be a man 
actually working @ mine for, say, the upkeep of his own 
family. There is many mines, I believe, in the prowince for 
that purpose. 
What about the joint stock company operating a mine? 
Well, it is taken into consideration that the joint stock 
company has merely been formed by purchasing orcleasing, 
acquiring those natura] resources as the property of the 
people, and they have not gone in there for the welfare of 
the community; it is merely as a gamble more than anything 
eise. It can be properly classed to-day under the intensive 
competition. 
And you would expropriate that property independent of who 
those stock holders might be? 
Yes. 
Even if they were working people that owned the stock? 
Well, it could be classed under the reservation much the 


seme as the man who is operating to keep his family; that 


would have to be gone into in detail: I can't give you any 
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off-hand knowledge of that. 
And the coal rights that are owned by various people? 
Well, they are leased or in some cases owned; to our mind 
it isn't mainly prejudice against the individuél operator. 
Compensating ‘any joint stock canpany or individuals, the 
expense could not be borne by the country itself, it is an 
absolute impossibility. 
You are going a great deal beyond the proposal of the 
nationalization in England, aren't you? 
Well, possibly. The nationalization of the mines in Eng- 
land might develop to that extent in the very near future. 
But they propose compensation? 
Yes, there is some of them have but there is quite a dis- 
agreement amongst the men themselves. You must realize 
there is left and right, as in @11 other parties; some of 
the men take a different view of things. They feel the 
opersors are entitled to a certain amount of money; others 
take another view of the field, I know, that is, from a 


national point of view. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Is that one of the reasons there is so much chaos 


A 


and no progress? 


Possibly. 


THE CHAIRMAN: You don't class that right of ownership with that right to 


A 


strike, as you spoke of? It is smething that you would treat 
them differently in the public interests? » Fa 

Well, that can be looked at from a different angle, a right 
of the individual and the right of a collective bunch of 


people are entirely two different th ings People in the 
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industry are not going to strike for the sake of striking. 
There must be a direct reason to force these people's hands 
to strike before they will strike. It is more in the nature 
of an emergency before they assume the strike weapon, 
But you said you would not, under any consideration, give 
up the right to strike, afd I could imagine there might be a 
condition of public welfare before which the individual should 
baw? 
The public welfare, as it appeals to most miners - now, we 
hear about the public during the course of &@ coal strike; we 
hear it during e postel strike, and they had it lest year; 
in 99 cases out of 100, in practically every country in the 
world, who composes that public? The very vast majority 


of that public are what we would terp under-jfeid wage labor 


like the men who are on strike. Still, according to propaganda 


in the wess, they are the public, and a possibility that, 
while we may be on strike, say, in the fall of this yeer, 
and while we may not, ai have a public supposed to be look- 


ing after just now, shee who are out digging ditches and 


something like that, we immediately become the public as s001 


@s we go back to watk and they go out on strike also. | 
Well, granted, but isn't there a public right in sone cases? 
From a press propaganda point of view there is; it is not 
applicable in the present instance. To our mind the public, 


as stated before, is in the vast majority under paid wage 


labor, 


I was just wondering whether you saw any parallel between your 


lack of willingness to give up your right to strike with 
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the other man's lad of willingness to give up his property? 
I can't see the parallel, the amount of men who dominate the 
industry compared to the welfare of men whose industry is 
at stake ig like - comparison is sometimes odious - the work- 
men themselves don't go on strike for the pleasure of the 
thing: they have no voice in the industry; they ere merely 
the play-things of the men who dominate the industry. 
WHEATLEY; °If-I can bring your mini back to this matter of ) 
control; you stated in yow suggestions for further general | 
improvement of the industry: (Reads) "The general improvement | 
of the industry is subject to general control - - " What 


kind of control do you refer to? 3 | 
Well, that is provisional on nationalization. | 
| 


Don't you think there is a stepping stone prior to national- 
ization? Don't you think we are ready to saeaeehdloan 
industries from the state yet or should there be some control | 
applied to that? 
Well, personally, I don't think so; we don't have to go into 
detail on that point, I don't think; and you will agree with | 
me that the evidence of the misbdir ection of the industry | 
itself is included in this court room to-day; that is why the | 
coal commission is sitting investigating the industry; it is _ 
due to the lack of so-called enterprise on the part of the 
industrial, the industry. There is enough evidence on hand 
(compromise? | 
to venture the information that there should be no (?) _/ 
standing in between the individual and the nationalization. 


Well, there is tie possibility and while it is no reflection 


enithaigenitemen on the comiiasion, my personél opinion i 
Onis 
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this, that nationalization should not be entered into from 
& provincial point of view, that it should be taken into 
a né tional question, that is from Vancouver Island to Nova 
Scotia. The same dissatisfaction rung in every field, not 
only in Alberta and British Columbia, 
Q Yes, you are quite right there. It would be a most unstable 
thing to allow one province out on private enterprise and 
a state control - you put them out of the competitive field 
altogether. 
A No. | | 
THE CHAIRMAN: Would it be workable as long as United States was on @& 
competitive basis? | 
A Well, that would depend. on. thesmeradvoca ting nationalization 
who would go into detail and say while it might have any 
relation to the present circumstances that nationalization of — 
the mines would depend on the men who are behind the scenes? 
at Ottawa. You know that Oe havi ne far as the actual 
operation of Canads is concerned it is merely a quantity of 
American finance, American financiers dominate the men at 
Ottawa. | 
Q There is more British finance behind the men than American | 
finance. . 
A Well, not according to latest figutes. 
Well, would you suggest nationalization of the coal industry 
before other industries are nationalized? 
A I neiseve it is a national necessity, not provincial necessity 
Well, but would you believe in it before other industries are 


| nationalized? 
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I believe in it, yes, inasmuch as it is what must be called 
& basic industry. I believe myself, the coal industry, if 
treated on 4 nétional basis, would mes be the finest weapon 
this country has to balance its trade both Hast and West . 
I believe it would heal up the differences as of so-called 
secession and the disgrumpleness that prevails in the West 


to-day. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: We have an instance in the control of liquor; 


g They 


Could such a plan not apply to 


it is not nationalized but it is controlled. Could some such 
& plan work in the mining industry, that is, to start with? 
Well, I don't know, the only competition in the liquor is 
quite apart from the average individnel, 

I don't gpak of it as the liquor industry, I mean from the 
point of control. 

Iedon't think so; I think it is two entirely different 
questions altogether. 

People seem to be amenable and it seems practical to estabe 


lish control to check certain abuses of any industry but 


possibly to nationalize it would be anoth er question entirely. 


Yes, but the drinking of whiskey and beer and working with 

& pick sre two different things. 

And there are factors of édnteet of certain abuses that enter 
into both of them,There are abuses in the mining industry 
just as there were in the liquor industry. 

Oh, yes. 


are coming under better protection by government control. 


the ‘mining industr y? 
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Well, it is possible but I don't think under the present 
circumstances. To my mind, even the various boards who ere 
Operating in our provinces who have government control to- 

day, itis not entirely satisfactory either, although maybe 

& vast majority are in accordance with government control, 

Well, the majority went in the one instance? 

Yes. 

They my possibly do this @gain in the case of the mining . 
industry to avoid chaos and give people a livelihood. | 
It could be given @ trial although the coal industry is not 
anything to be played with, by any means . We find prohibi- 
tion is beginning to be a political football throughout 
this country and the coal industry, for the welfare of the 
peoplecengaged in it, could not be made such an object. 


it is not now. 
It was @ political football but is-it-now? I think we are going 


out of the range of our discussion. 


Well, I might leave that, 
you 


COMMISSIONER TRINNAN: Would/nationaize:therfarming industry? 


A 
Q 


Well, it could be operated from a state point of view ,too. 

Would you compensate the farmer if you took his land away | 
from him? | | 
We would compensate the average man who is depending on | 
say a quarter-section, absolutely dependent on the soil. | 


section 
If he happened to have a full wormpensation you would not 


. up 
If the whole section was necessary to/keep his family, 


. 
compensate him? 
yes, we would conpensate him, | 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLRYy. 
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Woulan t a lot of farmers be glad to turn the 
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lahd over to the Government and be compensated for it? 


A By all means, 
COMMISSIONAR DRINNAN: The same thing would apply to the coal business, 
wouldn't it? 
A Well, we can't say very much that is authentic until you 
fellows disclose your books. We have evidence of failures o 


of many farmers but still wahaven't evidence of failures of 


many coal operators. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: We may have befor dthig Commission is through. 
A We may have; we hope so, anyway. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there anything else you would like to adda? 


A I don't know, Mr. Chairman. I thought you would deal on 
the Mines Act. 


Q Oh, yes. 

COMMISSIONER WHPATLEY: What are your views on the Mines Act? 

A Well, regarding the Mines Act - - 

Q You s@y in your answer: "There are many good features worth 
while and many that are not so good, that the enforcement 
of the Act is whet the miner takes notice of," What have you 
to s@y about that matter of enflorcement? 

A Well, the enforcement of the Act , in that instance I mean, 
is partictarly the duties of the fire boss in the mine, 

It is recognized by the workmen and operators, it ig in 
most fields, in fact, but particularly in the present cir- 
cumstances in this field, that the duties of a fire boss as 
defined by the Act itself should be alone for the welfafe of 


the men. As far as the ventilation is concerned, we fina 
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instead of that that, in the parlance of the miners, the 
fire boss is nes merely a straw boss; he is not looking 
after ventilation, but after the chtting of expenses for 
the company, Ventilation at present is merely acsecondary 
consideration when expense is at stake by the company. 
You will find inst@énces, not in any one instance but in 
dozens of cases, in going into a mine there you will find 
& cross-cut in the mine where there is no stopping put up 
at all; you will maybe pass that cross-cut and in the other 
end of the cross-cut, instead of the fire boss looking at 
that cross-cut, he is maybe hunting up the speeding up of 
production, a bunch of cars off the track, instead of look- 
ing at where that cross-cut should be he is hunting eo 
drivers to get more coal out. That.is not an isoleted/xxpense; 
it really occurs in every mine, 

THE CHAIRMAN: That would be remedied by a local committee on inspection, 
do you think? 

A I don't think so; I think it Sout: ohty be remedied this 
way, that the fire bosses be made to act in the same capacity 
as all civil servants, be responsible for the actual aeaty. 
of the men to the Government who employs them but paid ot 
of the funds of the industry itself, that is, to ensure the 
safety of the men engaged in the in&stry; be should my all 
necessary attention to the sefe-guarding of those men under 
his care. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What is your experience with Section 90 of the 
Mines Act in the matter of mines inspection? Have you under- 


taken that work Since you have been here? 
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Yes, I have took it up once or twice but, as the previous 
speaker has outlined, the mines inspection may be enforced 
by the workmen themselves but report on the results of that 
mines inspection is determined by a man's individual s tand- 
ing with the coal company. That is no reflection on the coal 
company but methods adopted by them, 
Well, when & committee mskes their report to the Department 
of such an examination, are they not the ones to make the 
corrections? 
Yes, but in the meantime you enter that report on the report 
sheet at the office, or should do. The pit boss is Looking 
after the interests of the company, looks up that report and 
he sees in that report where you are reporting something 
that msy incur expense to the company or no. Now, it is not 
determined by the truthfulness of all things how your stand- 
ing with the compeny is; itiiscdetermined with how much 
expense you may incur to that company; if you incur expense 
naturally your stock gets very low; if not, it may rate a 
little higher. 
It would be essential that a true report be made, though? 
It is essential, yes. | 
How would you get a truthful report without any such eee 
or bias, as you refer to? 
Well, 1 recommend workmen's committee, still I think under 
the stipulation that the fire boss should be purely a civil 
servant or government servant responsible to the government 


or to the divisionél inspector in this district, cut him off 


eompletelycfrom any connection with the company, I think we 
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woulda eliminate a lot of the unnecessary grievances at the 
present time, 
You make @ suggestion that there should be sufficient weights 
at the mine to successfully test the weigh scales? 
Yes: there is considerable dissatisfaction about that, $006 
There is same of the mines here have weights to test weigh 
gseales but there are others have not and we would recanmend t 
to comply with the wishes of the men; we don't think it 
woulda entail any expense on the operator; that is pr ovisional 
upon him dominating the industry of the future. 
Does the Mines Jct not make provision that there be proper 
fecilities for testing the scales? 
Yes, but we believe it should be more specific; it should 
sey a thousand pounds in weights be there to test each 
machine. I think there is only about one mine under the 
jurisdiction of this local union that there are really 
weights there to have the weigh scales tested, 
Have you reported this to the Department? 
Yes, we have sent in amendments to the Mines Act. 
You have not reported the matter to the Mines Branch as to 
the enforcement - - 
On many occasions we find they go to Mr. Gouge's mines at 
the A. B. C., he h@és weights there for their mines, and 
two or three times last winter men had to go f¥om the Mid- 
West or some of the other mines to the A.B.C. and ask these 
men to test the weights. 


To loan you or the company? 


us 
Oh,, ME, we had to pay for the haulage ourselves, 
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Here is where your mine inspection committee can get busy 


ageing 


THR CHAIRMAN: Anything else, Mir. Conroy? 


A 
Q 


No, I don't think so. 

There will be a further opportunity this afternoon, any- 
way, if you think of anything else. In the meantime, as 
x say, we have appreciated very much the care von took in 


these answers and your evidence to-day, 


Adjourned until 2 o’clock P. M. to-day. 


2 o'clock P. M., Friday, May 15th, 1925. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Mr, Hutchinson promised to be here. We are going to 


make a special investigation into these Workmen Compensa- 
tion cases when we can give them lots of time and I think 
we had better leave those until later on in the afternoon. 
Ig there anyone else in the room that can give us any 


informatioh while we are waiting for Mr. Hutchinson? 


MR. CONROY: I don't think there is anyone else but hin from 
the other unions. 
ANDREW KING: Mr, Chairman, as an act of courtesy, I am 


not representing - - 


THE CHA TRMAN: Is it the Workmen's Compengation you want to talk on? 


MR. KING: Soar will talk on the general question. 
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Andrew King 


ANDREW KING, 


Being called as a witness,and duly sworn, was examined by: 


THE CHAIRMAN: What is your occupation? 


A 


>» 3D FP BD YP DD P 


Coal miner. 

How long have you been mining col? 

Seventeen years. 

Where? 

I have been here and in the States. 

How long here? 

since 1920, Drumheller, Wayne and Rosedale, 

Yes? 

Well, Mr. Chairman, I would like to give my thoughts ana 
expressions to which was given out yesterday afternoon by 
the operators. I noted from Bill Henderson about this 100 
per cent. pool, and I will give you my ideas and thoughts 
why they will not function. tow: the reason they will not 
function is this; there is 100 per cent. operators = he 
wants to throw 50 per cent, of them on the market and they 
are to be compensated by the producer. Well, wet is going 
to become of the 50 per cent. of the miners? They can go 
out on the fields and eat grass. That is according to my 
opinion, i there is nothing which they can do for to solve 
this problem ; all the smart brained men or so-call smart 
prained men of this world has tried to solve this problem 
of unemployment and they cannot. do it and, according to 
my thought, he was causing more unemplpyment to go into 


the ranks than whet there really is now. I also noted that 
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he thought an awful lot of the poor starving children, &c,; 


he pictured them out. Now, what is the cause of thse 


children being in starvation? The cause is lack of employ- 
ment, necessities of life which is held back from them by 
fraud, There is the cause. It says in that great Book that 
I have already kissed, "Earn thy bread by the sweat of 

thy face." Do not rob the poor because they are poob, Is 
also says in that good Book, "Go to, now, yess rich; weep 
and toil; your misery is now at an end." Everything we see 
whieh has»beehepraphesied in that great Book is coking to 
light, and how are we going to oveycome that? The only 

way we can overcome that is love for your fellowman. As a 
little illustration, Mr. Chairman, you have seen a bunch 

of bees; you see them all at work: they have a drone there. 
That drone is always buzzing, yes, but that drone does not 
produce. The bees kill the drone off. There ig what happens 
there. You can take the little ants that is out on the 
hill; they all ppoddeee and they work in harmonyy. I 
believe in nationalization,m% workers having control of all 
products; that is my belief. Sxtintmkx I have also heard 
other ones come out and state that a man could get employ- 
ment if he wanted to. My goodness} look at the unemployment 
which is throughout the world, which is throughout Canada! 
Why, that was a ridiculous statement to make, that a man 
could get this. Take, for instance, also a miner going out 
on a farm; when a miner would go out on a farm that miner 
dossn't know much about driving horses when he goes out there. 


It is @ new envbronment he is in, starting to work at six or 


Seven o'clock in the morning ang working to eight in 
| or nine 
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Andzew King | 
o'olock at night, he is disgusted; he doesn't know the first 
thing about farming; so it is efficiency what the farmer 
wants; if a man isn't erficient the farmer will fire him. 

So what is going to become of the miner, then? He is still 
thrown to the side. Every man for his own line of work. © 
They cannot solve these problems; it is beyond man's power 
to solve these problems; it is, in my opinion, also, We 


won't deal on the compensation now - ? 


THE CHAIRMAN: Mr, Hutchingon has come. If you would not mind letting 


him take your place, we will hear from you later on the com- 


pensation. 


G€EORGE .HUTCOCHINSON, 


Being called as a witness and duly sworn, was examined by: 


THE CHAIRMAN: Your occupation, Mr. Hutehinson? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


> 2 > © Pb 


Coal miner. 

How, long have you been coal mining? 

Longer. than I care to say, more than thirty years. 
Where? 


In England and in Canada. 


How tong here? 


Two years here, two seasons. 

Did you come straight to Drumheller from England? 

No,sir,; I came into a beautiful farming district, Cochrane. 
Did you farm for a while? 

Well, in the first instance I came to Canade with a definite 


idea of farming, thought that this was a place where they 
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were giving land away and conditions were fine. It was any- 
thing but satisfactory..After the first fow or five 
months knoeking around and trying to get wrk and one thing 
and another and trying to find a suitable location, I came 
to the mines in Drumheller until I got a better insight 
into farming conditions. When I got that insight I ke pt 
as far eway from the farms as possible, 

You have a position with. one of the local unions? 
Secretary-Treasurer of Wayne, Local 4682. 

How long have yo& held that position? 

I have only had it since the 20th January last. 

Do you prefer to s@y what you have to s@y in your own order 
or do you want us to question you on it? 

Well, no, I would just like to say {n the beginning, lr. 
Commissioner, that any evidence that I might give here, I 
am speaking at a great disadvantage to the other fellows 
who have already taken this witness cheir for the simple 
reason I.heve never got, as Secretary of the Wayne Local, 
one of the questionnaires and never saw one until late 

lest evening,- Mr, Wheatley was kind enough to let me see 
one;and I did not know what. you were talking about. yesterday 
when you were referring to the questionnaire. 

We have a reply from one Wayne local. 

Two, I believe. 

Rosedeer and Jewel, 

Yes. 


Is this a third? 


This is a thir . 
r dad . ; R 
; local; this igs the largest Loca? pe werae: 
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_ Geo, Hutehinson 
The only one that has sent a representative; and the other 
two locals, of course, are in Wayne. 
What is your number? 
4682, 
Well, our notices were sent to T. P. Thompson, Wayne, Alberta. 
I shave the onesie that was sent, Mr. Commissioner, and 
Tf, P, Thompson used, of course, to be secretary of Wayne 
Local. I am sorry to inform you he is now downstairs here, 
goes the way of all secretaries of locals. 
Not all. 
And, to get on - 
I think it is rather strange - you mean the notice of meet- 
ings; I mean the questionnaires. Full sets of the question- 
nedxes were sent to fT. P. shouxsans Perhaps he was other- 
wise engaged at the time? 
Oh, that may be, Mr. Commissioner. 
Ana a further reminder was sent him later cea for an 
answer. We sent them to the address we had on record. 
I might say, Mr. Commissioner, that most of the correspond- 
ebce. that has been sent in the name of T, P. Thompson has 
been given to myself as secretary of the Wayne local but 
you see, with the fact that there ere two locals in Wayne, 
it may have been given to one of the other secretaries and 
I think that would perheps explain the reason why I have not 
got one of these and therefore never been able to put it be- 


fore my local, and the other two locals have answered to the 


questionnaire whereas it has never come before our local, 


So that we Could not take it mi ie ee 
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the benefit of the Commission and the mpepators, too. 


Now, with that explanation, you have the questionnaire 
before you, youlcould follow down its order and tell us — 


what you have to say about it. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What is your views as to living conditions in 


the Wayne district? 
Well, there could be, or there hes been, I notice, by same 
of the Wayne people suggections as to how that the living 
conditions ought to be changed for the better. For nyself, 
I heve considered this thing quite a bit and it is really 4 
difficult problem, just as difficult, I believe, for the 
operators as it is for the miner. tfhisxisehow I explain that. 
I know that it is all right to us to suggest to certain men 
that they ought to make certain alterations to mke living 
conditions better but, I am quite awere at the same tine, 
that I am prepared to take a broader view of it, and I under- 
stand that they are to live under the same conditions as we 
ourselves. For instance, there is reference to the questions 
of sanitation, too, as well as living conditions. Well, they, 
truthfully 
trovide, I believe that I speak/persensliy when I say to 
the best of their ability for a certa#in number of men; there 
are certain boarding houses and all the people who have a 
house that is oditghende te be too large for the family that 
they have themselves, they try to accommodate the companies 
by taking in roomers, in some cases boarders, and I don't 
know really that there is very mudi fault to find Of course, 
| 


it see | 
ms to be @ natural thing for ® Working class to find 




















«cod 8 ttamege ont Sas. oteatatioo oat m tteged ot 


es Ee 


othenaotteeso edie: eved wow ors ate feat hftw ,r0Hl o of 

eu Llet bas wb to ao. awob. wollot Bin ) ie HOY etoted s 
Att thoda wae of aved soy tadw © 2 e 
‘tk @mott thao erie hs ot ae. ‘ewe ky id el. few Yeon Aw gow 

| “Wotweth enyaw ens ‘ 
emo a Yd eorton I teed aad ‘oupiit 0 oe Sivoo octets tow A 
gilt edt dat wor ot 38. anon Soave ‘Sigoed onyew ott te. By 
, tL sau row todd od eae 0% bestiato: od 6t: ‘tdguo! anto Ht bbaos . a 
4 Yileet et st bua tid s otiop guilds atay bewBbiasos ovat E 
ott aot ,evolled I ,tinottts ae taut , meter” tioonttio 4 
Jatt wisicxs I wos om Exalks BY. eoeuh at ent 40% at FH as ewtercqo & Pac 
fem metres of tueggua of ay of tight Ile ab dh dedy worst eo ae 





giivil etter of ahoiiexet is Aisites exan of: $ Higir0 Yodt ‘tang 
ode use edt ta erawa et iop ms LT .tue ustted etie be snes 
~rebas I bas .¢t to woiv mebsoxd s saat ot Bertag 9 ‘ig we t ‘tadé ois 
ow as Gtois Lbu09 onsa odd. ebaw evil ot eTs vod ‘ead baate ; | i os 4 
ano it aenp ods ot gone ret 7 eb oteny | soaatent oe Geri” | 
een <ftew attOld B00 ; VEL ag ‘tow @B .oot ott a tage ‘xo < & Nu 
8 yee + nod ww gibenoacee 0008 3 ‘ tot ever tog Tr ebivem ae 
ered? jem to wedawa aterroo “whedd 20 teed’ ¢ 
8 orsd odw ‘u goog pst 










~913- ' 

Geo. Hutchinson 
in their own sphere, the operators in their sphere, too. 
There is a reference to wells and cert@in other contitions 
there. What I would say in regard to that is this, that 

if we as miners were drinking out of wells that were set 
apart for us and that the operator was drinking out of a well 
with a better class of water, cleaner water, better filtered 
and more sanitary, I would be qmiite prepered to say and to 
fight: bylall the powers on the basis to have things put on 

a better level and better standing but in Wayne I an bound 
to admit that the operators are drinking the same water that 
we are drinking, therefore they are not giving to us a second 
class of water and, on the other hand, in regard to the san- 
itary conditions, they have the same conditions to deal with 
as we have and, of course, I just want to make it perfectly 
clear that I have to be careful how I speak along these lines 
or else eee you will notice in the press tomorrow that 
I am in league with the capitalistic system and not in the - 
No. | 

I always speak along the lines as I find them and I find the 
same conditions under which we live are the conditions under 
which the operator is living in our immediate vicinity. They 
talk about making pitene tions. for instance, in the sanitary 
conditions. We know that perhaps in the future there will be 
better conditions but at present - we will say there has been 
suggestions along the line of establishing a system of earth 


closets - well, in the winter time that would be absolute- 


ly impossible, for this reason, we will say,the ladies take 
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the ash pans and dump it, a few minutes after they take 
out some water, slop water and greasy water they have 
washed up with; the excessive frost would make that absolute- 


ly immovable either by pick or by shovel, therefore the oper- 


- ators could not meet the demands of the miner to thet extent. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: In reg@rds to sanitation, what is your views? 


Could there be much remedy in the way of sanitation in 

the location? 

Well, no, I don't think that there arey-in the winter ‘bche 
there is an excessive number of men - you know, it is a floate 
ing population, 1 mean, end as in all mining camps, lumber 


every 
camps and/other industry in this country, there is a lot of 


‘tin stuff used; the tins are naturally thrown, some of them 


of course, haphazardly in any old direction; it does not 
matter on to whose front door they go as long as they go 
from the man or woman who throws them, but I know that it is 
in Wayne ,different to the view of some people, that the 
operators really try to keep things as respectable as they 
can, and just as soon as the weather will permit, the two 
seasons I have been in Wayne, they have gone around with 
weeons and even sent men at their own expense to collect up 
all these tings and any old refuse and to take it away to 

& suitable place to dump it in the early spring. I c@nnot 
speak for any time except the time I have actually been in 
Wayne, of course, but the first winter - I came into Wayne 


in October, 1923, and I pave my wife thexchance of either 


living in a small house in Cochrane or pave her a chence of 


she a | 
sked me the Conditions end what payne 
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Geo. Hutchinson 
was like. All fT could tell her it was a big hole either 
washed or dug out of the prairie, a few mines started and a 
few houses dropped into it, and that was the best and worst 
of it was all 1 could say, of churse, to give her the chance 
to come to a one-rpomeddshack when we had been in @ll our 
married life living in Ups dtultne houses, 1 thought she would 
faint but, however, she got over it. And the housing condition 
in Wayne , I do believe that - of course, at the present time 
I seem to be taking along the lines in favor of the operators 
altogether but I am speaking the trgth exactly - in Wagne at 
the present time I am in a house with three rooms downstairs 
and one large room upstairg and I pay $10. a month for the 
house and $2, for the light. I believe we are better favored 
than the other parts of the camp because they get their light 
from the RosedeercPower Company and they are charged on a 
different kind of system, they have the metres in, in fact: 
but it doesn't mutter, in the winter time we can burn our 
light every hour of the night if we wish to and there is 
no extra cherge whatever. I believe, too, that the houses 
altogether in Wayne are satisfactory and I woulda not altogether 
say that there is a sufficient number of hougeg: but I believe 
they are trying to meet the demands. I notice that up in the 


Ideal camp thgy are putting up new houses there at the present © 
time. 


THE CHAIRMAN; As to general sanitary and health conditions, it is 
becoming the practice in a lot of American mining camps 
to have @ volunteer health committee among the men themselves 


to 
interest themselves in gyoh questions. ang aged you think a 
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Geo. Hutchingon ~ 
a scheme of that kind might help? 
I think that does and my opinion is it is a very good 
suggestion. There is always a certain amount of satisfaction 
in even volunteering to interfere in somebody else's business, 
isn't there? 
Well, it is for the common good, they are trying to improve 
conditions dndtheir own camp. 
Well, I believe that the Medical Board in Wayne, for instanagss 
I ought to have said that before, perhaps, in repard to this 
water. It has been thought that water might be a cauge of 
certain infectious diseases. Samples of the water have been 
taken on different occasions and sent to the public analyst 
and they have never been able to trace any germ by which peopl 
Might contract typhoid fever, say, for instance, which is @ 
very common complaint in camps. 
Has it been prevalent in Wayne since your time? 
Therehas not been such an awful lot of cases, considering 
the population. There h&ve been cases but I was just tell- 
ing Mr. Wheatley this morning that I heard a conversation 
three or four weeks ago - well, it was between two or three 
men who each of them in turn had had typhoid fever and they 
did not trace it so fer as their knowledge went: of course, 
they didn't trace it beck to the condition of the camp at all. 
It was the opinion of each of these men that they had been 
in the habit of drinking certain water that was - I don't 
know whether it was coming through the roof or exactly how 


it entered the mine, I couldn't state that particularly, 


but it was @ stream of water that wag running in the mine 
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When they had finished the water that was in their lunch 


Geo. Hutchinson 





bucket they had been in the habit of resorting to this 
stream of water that was in the mine and after certain 
visits to this water and drinking of it freely they had 
contracted typhoid fever and they both - of course, it isn't 
medical opinion but it was just their solid opinion that 
they had got the germ from that water in the mine, 

Q Was this surface drainage that might have come through? 

A I venture to say that it would be. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: How are you on other antacious diseases in 
| your camp? Is there much of it that you know of? 

A Searlet fever has been pretty prevalent down there for 
quite a long time and I don't know that you can ley any 
particular blame on any particular person, I wouldni't like 
to, for instance , either, blame the doetor or anyone else, 
but I have heard it said that certain ones have made the 
statement that when they have been confined to the house 
for @ matter of six or seven weeks by some particular member 
of the family, that. they have made the assertion that if 
ény other of the family took it that the doctor would not 
get to know it, that they would keep them in the house for j ust 
a few deys and then let them go free. 

would 

Q What wae/their objective be in that? 
Just because of their refusal, I suppose, to be quarantined 
and kept strictly to the house. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Of course, that is a matter if it becomes prevalent in 


& camp such & committee as 1 speak of interesting themselves 


| mt *n it would apply to the health authorities of the province 
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Geo, Hutchinson 
and try to get rid of the matter? 
Yes. 3 
We are anxious f£@ suggestions that will ae ctanean in 
existing things;if the machinery thet already exists it 
should be used,to look into these things . 
Well, there is already in Wayne a hospital board ; I was 
a member of that for the last twelve months, up till february, . 
I think it was, of this year, and I know that they don't 
spare themselves any trouble, anything that they could do I 
know that they will do it; they are all of them willing 
workers and I don't think that it would be necessary to 
appoint any other board or any other committee outside of those, 
There is somereference in the answer of the Rosedeer local 
to thecost of living and the company owned stores, no others 
being allowed to build, and they protest against control of 
living conditions in closed camps. What stores are there in 
Wayne? 
There are two company owned stores and I think two privately 
owned stores, or three, 
How far away are those privately owned stores? 
There is one just opposite to the Jewel camp, one in the 
Western camp, company owned, one in the Rosedale, company 
owned, and one afin the Rosadeer camp, privately owned. 
Well, in what sense, then, is it a closed camp? 
Well, in the sense,I think, that the sense that is intended 
there is, naturally when the men are working at these par- 
ticular mines they are expected to purchase their provisions 


and goods at these particular stores mmxret under the same 
company. se ah 
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Geo. Hutchinson 

to 
They could go/one of these independent stores, could they? 
Certainly, yes. 
How far away are they from the Rosedeer - 
Oh, they are just as near to the majority of people as 
they are to the company stores; for instance, there is not 
more than - I think I will be right when I say about three- 
quarters of aayts between the two extreme stores, 
Have you any ide&® which does the bigger business, the company 
owned stores or the independent? 
Oh, + think it could be safely stated that the Rosedeer store 
will pretty near do the business of the other three, I think. 
Is that a company owned store? 


That is a2 company owned store, yes. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: For what reason do you think that? Is there 


the Rosedeer store but 


more credit extended, or what? 

Well, I don't know, Mr.Wheatley; I am hardly prepared to 
state that because how do you expect the poor operator to 
extend credit to workmen that gets such large wages? 

Well, I would s@y this, that on account of it being a closed 
camp they are objecting to the company owned stores - I 
thought possibly they might be dearer there but evidently 
the inference would be that it is cheaper, a@ ther that or 


they give more credit? 


Wall, when I gaid thet Rosedeer store, according to my own 


opinion, I haven't any figures or anything to prove it but I 
know this, that I am knocking about the camp quite a lot, 


just about as much as any man, and you can hardly go into 


what there is two or three customers 
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-920- Geo. Hutchinson 
in it and in passing the others I have noticed many and 
many a time that there has been very, very little trade 


going on. 


THs CHAIRMAN: Have you compared prices, yourself, between thepompeny 


stores and the independent? 
Well, yes, the company stores ~ I don't say for one moment 


that the company stores are any dearer than the private 


stores and, another thing, it might be rather interesting - 


. Lave face te the trouble of trying to get them - it is a 
wonder because I like to be dabbling in other people's 
business - I have never gone into the trouble to tey to get 
the figures as to what amount of money goes out of Wayne; 
there is quite a lot of people, I believe, that deal at be th - 
bot Eaton's - aud especially since they have opened a store 
in Calgary, quite a lot of people send to other places, such 
as Williams and Nichols, of Calgary, and I coulda not give 

you any idea as to what amount of peopie do send out there 
but I have heard - this is nothing definite, of course - 

that there is a lot of money goes out of Wayne to these 
particular people. 

Well, then, we gather from you that you don't know that the 
camp is suffering through the closed feature in the way of 
prices? | 

No, I don't say so at all, Mr, Commissioner, because, 60 far 
as my knowledge goes, I don't think you could find 4 come 
plaint from one end of the camp to the other where the 
operator states definitely that a certain workman has got to 


oh 


deal with him; ~ don't think so; I get about among the men 


@s Much as anyone and I have hever heard a complaint of 
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that kind; they leave it absolutely to a man's own option 
as to whether he deals with them or outside the town if he 
likes. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: How are educational facilities? 
A Oh, fine, so far as I know, during the last few months we 
have - - 
Were they not fime previous to that? 
Well, why I say wLane we are taking rapid steps towards 
the betterment of conditions. We have even hadseand I | 
think that three or four girls vetween the ages of fourteen 
and seventeen passed out of Grade VIII. in Wayne, 
Actually? 
Yes, actually, a thing that has never been known in Wayne 
before, I believe. I have tried to get back and find - 
of course, when I came into Wayne in October, 1923, I becan 
to enquire what things were like. I had one boy that was 
finished school in the 01d Country; I had another one nine 
or ten years of age, and I am quite confident that he was 
further ahead when he came out to this country then he is 
now. I could ask him certain questions then and sit down 
and talk to him and now, I don't think, 4 think - - 
fo what do you attribute that backwardness of the children? 
I am hardly prepared to make any definite statement because, 
if I did, I don't want to commit myself, I have never 
interested myself sifficiently to go into the matter thore. 
oughly, I am not on the school board but, + am very very 


pleased to say that during the past twelve months there 





has been an alteration for the betterment; things have seemed 
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Geo. Hutchinson 
liven up a little bit, and why I meade that statement in 
regard to two or three girls passing out of Grade VIIT., 

I don't know why things have been so slow, they ought 

not to be in @ place like Wayne, seeing that in other 
country places you can hear people and children talking 
about high school - it is © thing that is certainly not in 
the dictionary that they hold in Wayne; high school is un- 
known language and there is no grade, so far as I can fina, 


been in existence over Grade VIII. 


THE CHAIRMAN: What is the chance that has been made? 


Well, the change has been in different persons appointed 
on to the sehool board, and of course, I don't say any 
better persons then what have been on previously but I 
believe there is more talk about education and people seem 


to be getting an idea that education is the one thing, 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Whet held these children from making better 





progress than what they heéve, than to get through Grade 

VIII. at 17? | 

I couldn't tell you definitely; I am not premred to make 

any statement in that direction because I have not been 

within the school doors but a very, very few times. 

It would sound like a poor teaching staff. Have you 
sufficient staff or is it a poor staff? | 

Well, I am not really prepared to give any definite inform- 
tomtom tha mather beteuea Tweets acquainted with the aware: 


and I don't know why they heave been so held back either but 


I did notice this, that there was girls of quite a big age, 


and when I got to enquiring into things and triea to find out 
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what was the highest grade, for instance, 1 think that this 
is the foundation of it all - I made enquiries as to sertain 
girls that were passing down the track continually, and I 
thought that they were certainly 01d enough to have left 
school, some of them, and I made enquiries as to where they 
were going; 1 was told they were going to school. I said 
they seemed big to be going to school and then + founa that 
there was no higher grade than Grade VIII. I began to wonder 
what the state of affairs was and I think really there could 
be quite a bit of improvement: and in the winter time, well, 
there was reference made, I believe, of not sufficient 
accommodation for the children. That state of affairs exists 
in winter but only for a matter of two or, at the outside, 
three months in the year. Of course, as I explained before, 
we have a floating population and besides that we are in 

the midst of a foreign speaking people and I heard var ious 
complaints from people who were, what you hight call, or 
would be if conditions existed that would allow them to be, 
resident citizens and after the influx into the camp their 
children have been told to stay at home half a day and 
allow the others to go, and, of Course, naturally they xmas 
resented that condition, -but I believe that the Wayne school 
there could be something done to enlarge it and it is a thing 
@11l of us would like to see. 
You feel those matters are having local attention? 

I think so, yes. 

I notice, in the matter of working conditions, you are 


recommending the mine inspector pay more attention toa more 
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Geo, Hutchinson 
sufficient air supply to remove smoke. 
THE CHAIRMAN; He is not recommending, 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: No, it is a Rosedeer recommendation. 
How do you find the mines you wark in? 
Oh, well, for myself, two or three times I have come out of 
the mine - well, if I had been walking along the street in 
such & condition some of these fellows in uniform would have 
been having hold of me, but I don't consider altogether 
that is the faultiof the mine managers or mine inspector 
or yet the operator only to a certain extent. 
fo whom do you attribute that? 
I attribute that toa large extent to the éofores: of 
men coming in who are not practical miners - you have heard 
& lot during these two days of the two classes of miners; there 
are miners and miners, the same as there is of any other 
trade. Por! instendé, I was working in an entry: on dither 
side of me there was men who were practical miners and it 
seemed to be the opinion of quite a few mperators when they 
abolished the 1,17 that they accomplished something. For my 
own opinion, # don't think that they aia ; it sent men into 
the Mine that had no practical knowledge of a mine; they not 
only were a hindrence to themselves but they were a hindrance 
to the practical miner. I state that because you could find 
99 men out of 100 to, tell you that the practical miner 
out of the number of shifts during a season that he is allowed 
hesialiato will lose a great lot of time - when I sey a good deal 


of time, Imeant if a man loses two hours in an eight hour 


day, he is feeling the want of that two hours; andhe is com 
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Geo. Hutchinson 
pelled to lose that because men go into the mine and they say 
they will shoot any old time, disrep@rding the other fellow 
altogether, and therefore the practical miner suffers along 


those lines and so does the operator, 


COMMISIONER WHEATLEY: No custom established in your mine for periodical 


A 


shooting? 

I am prepared to say this, that if there was nothing but 
practical miners in the mine they would all work along 
parallel lines and they would naturally come to the con- 
clusion that it was going to be to every man's benefit and 
therefore to the benefit of the operators and the mine mn- 
agers as well, thatcwe will shoot at quitting time and 
therefore they would not be sending their fellow workmen 
out of a mine with a thick head, which will naturally 


bring on other diseases, too, which has been proved, 


THE CHAIRMAN: Whet hed the 1.17 a day to do with this condition? 


Only this, that if @ men came to the mines, if he hed not 
very much practical experience or if he hadn't any, the 
operator would get the idea that he was not going to lose 
anything by sending this man into the mine; if he makes 

e couple of dollars it is all right and if he makes more or 
less it is all right, we are not going to Make him pay to 
any extent, but when they paid the 1.17/the miner I contend 
that that did more to help the practical miner than what it 
has. done to help the operator by having it abolished, 
WHEATLEY: Have pou taken up the matter of bad air ana 
shooting at regular interests with aca at all, as a 


committee at the mine, I meant to Say? - 
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\ 


Well, no, I can't say that we have, for this reason, when 

@ man goes into the mine, if he goes in at eight o'clock 

in the morning and providing that his phace is not eut or 

it has been cut during the: previous eight hours on the 
evening shift, or what we usu@lly term the graveyard shift, 
that man cleans up the sleek of the machine cutting , whether 
it be clear or coal, and naturally he goes ahead ana shoots; 
there is no law to prevent him; the pperator would not pre- 
vent him, neither would the mines working on each side of 

him try to prevent him because if we did the man might as 
well just go home and that would be a lost shift to him. 

The other remedy, then, is to get better ventilation, is it? 
Well, it would be a difficult thing altogether. I have had 
enough experience in the mine to know you just could not pro- 
vide ventilation to get rid of the &mok e that some men are 


prepared to make, 


THE CHAIRMAN: Why do you call it the graveyard shift? 


I don't know; ! wondered that many a time myself, 
Mr, Wheatley doesn't know why. 


COMMISSIONER IRINNAN: When does a man become a practical miner? 


A 





Well, there are certain - - of course, trere is a diverse 
Opinion upon that question, too, but, for instance in the 
Ola Country, @ man cannot hola a deputy's certificate, that 
is a deputy over man in the Old Country is sgimilar to @ 
fire boss here - a man cannot hold a deputy's certificate 
until he has had five years: practical experience at the coal 


face, and must be twenty-five years of age, and therefore I 


would say that five years at the coal Space makes a nan 
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Geo. Hutchingon 
a practical miner, 
THE CHAIRMAN: But you would not limit all your mining to men who are 
| qualified to be deputy over men would you? 
A No, not by any means, bec®use you have a certain section 
of men, they will come into the mine- if by the time they 
heve been in the mine two months they are showing such fellows 
as me how to go on and how to work the thing, how to timber 
and everything else, md, in fact, they could show the oper- 
ators a few points, so that is why I say it is very difficult 





to determine when @ man is a pracHical miner. 

COMMISSIONER TRINNAN: You sey after he had been at the face five years? 

Bs IBiSS: Ygg : 

Q Well, when he starts at the face what is he? When he starts 
working at the face first of all, what do you call him then? 


A Well, he is c@lled a miner, naturally. 
Q But he isn't a practical miner? 
* No, certainly not, 
| Q You are objecting to what you call & non-practical miner 
being in the mine at all, you are going - - 
A No,sir, I am not; excuse me. 


Well, that is what I understood you to say . 

A No, I didn't object to it, for this reason, I want to be 
clearly understood, I have no objection to a man going into 
amine, he has a perfect right, in fact, so far as I was con- 
cerned, I would come out of the whine any time to make room 
for any other man; there is inside and outside of a mine ana 


I prefer the outside; but there are certain conditions that 
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Ggo. Hutchinson 

force men into the mine in this country. 
Q Yes, but what I am trying to get at is how the miner learns 

his trade. 
A Oh, certainly, he learns by experience, the same as every 
other trade and experience but the thing is this, that if 
men, when they go into a mine, if they would follow éertain 
rules it would be all right but they do not, they just go 
ahead and work any old fashion until they do get to know which 
is the right way, and many of them - why I say this is that 
my firm belief is that these fellows, instead if increasing 





the outpuithey decrease it. 
THE CHAIRMAH; ‘That is, too great a proportion of them, you mean? 
There must be gome of them that learn the trade, surely? 
A Yes, that is right. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Would they reduce it by the excessive smoke, 
deterring other men from working? 
A Yes. 

COMMISSIONER TRINNAN: Well, have you anything to suggest along the 
lines how that can be remiied? How can you still have coal 
miners ana prevent these non-practical men from getting 
in there and sheoting whenever he felt like it and doing 
other things he should not do? If he is taught properly then 
he won't do these things. How will you go about teaching him? 

A It is quite a large question, Mr. Commissioner. For this 
reason, you.could hardly determine, or you could hardly set 
a hard and fast rule as to when that man ought to shoot and, 


again, to put a new man who has just gone into the mines, 





along with an experienced miner, you are certainly going to 
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Geo. Hutchinson 


make the experienced man suffer again during the time he is 
teaching thés man, 

You became @ coal miner in England? 

Yes. 


In what way did you work up to be a coal miner? 


- D> & D 


Oh, like many more, + started right at the very bottom ana 
pretty near went to the top. 

Q Did some experienced coal miner take you in with him and 
teach you your trade? 

A Oh, no - I mean, that, of course, conditions in the Old 
Country are different to what they are, vastly different to 
what they are out here. I started first in the mines at 
thirteen years of age and went through every job from the 
bottom, from minding trap doors right up to being deputy over - 
man; I held that position for 134 years before I eane out here, 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What do the provisions of the Act call for 
in regard to ventilation? 7 

A Well, I am not interesting myself in the Mines Act out here 
so much, I want you to understand that, but it calls for a 
certain amount of air for each person and for each horse 
and, really, so far as I can see, I believe that that 
provision is made, too - — 

Q Well, if men come out as groggy as that the have certainly 
not had enough air sweeping eat them to render these 
obnoxious gases harmless. 

AI made the statement & Boor} while Ane. Af you remember, that 

you could not marie. ae you were the mine manager yourself 


you could not provide a RIA TEL aR amount o¢ air to drive 
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Geo, Hutchinson 
away the smoke that some men would meke., We will put it 
this way: You have been a practical miner, you are workihe in 
one room; there is @ man in the room in front of you. 
I mean, let the smoke travel with the air and that men's 
smoke is bound to come into your place. You stey out of 
your place a matter of two hours and you feel compelled to 
go back, if. you. wanttto make a decent showing and @ living; 
you go back perhaps before that smoke is out and you know per- 
- fectly well, without any explanation at all, that it is not 
“go much the smoke itsekf but it is even after the smoke 
appears to have gone out of the place there sre certain 
gases that are left there and, in your eaggrness to make a 


living wage, you go back into it, 


Tye CHAIRMAN: Surely the management has something to do with regulat- 


ing the order of work so that those things don't occur to 
the detriment of other workman? Hasn't the mine boss of the 
company got the rightto determine the order of work so 
that one man won't interfere with the others? 
Ak No, he can't possibly do &* because the air is bound to tak 
| a certain course. 
COMMISSIONER IRINNAN: You do your ow shooting in this mine you ere 
talking about? 
A Yes. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Every man shoots just as he thinks fit and 
_ fires his own shots? 
A Yes, so far ag I know there igs no restriction. 


THE CHAIRMAN: What about seasonal employment? Have you given any 


_ thought to that question?, which you have heard discussed 
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here the lest two dsys? 
I gouldn't say, Mr. Commissioner] that I have thought about 
any remedy nor yet do I agree with the fact that, as it hés 
been so oft-times stated, if the miners would just accept a 
reduction in wages they would live happy ever after. I am 
not in agreement with that at all. 1 don't think a reduction 
in wages would make one day's more work. How in the world 
can it when, if we accepted a reduction in wages - I am talking 
now @s @ miner -~ if we accepted a reduction in wages would 
that make the people buy more coal? What is the yse of either 
Operators or anyone else trying to put that down our necks? 
We can't understand it. 
No, but what they say is in order to get the Winnipeg market, 
for instance, they have got to sell the coal cheaper in 
Winnipeg against competition there, 
Yes, Well, I wonder what excuse they would make if we accept- 
ed a reduction in wages;. There would still be something else. 


To my mind that is not @ solution at all. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Have you given thought to amy other sugeestion? 


A 


I believe, so far as the mineme is concerned, all that he 
wants is a living wege, and I don't think that you can find 
any proof at all that will help you to believe that the 
miner, on the general run, is a malingemyr I believe that 

the majority of men, at any rate, are quite prepared to work 
to sustain their families and to keep them in respectability, 
They certainly have the right to demend a respectable liveli- 
hood for the ones that are as dear to them ag the operator's 


wife and children are to him, and I believe that is just abou> 


_ @11 that we ask. 
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‘THE CHAIRMAN: 
Q But it has been represented here that this is necessarily 


& seasonal production, this coal, and that six months. 
geason is about all that can be hoped for. How do you think 
that can be worked in? 
Are we justified, + would like to ask, in guessing this six 
months' period - - I am only going from the experience that 
I have hed, that is three seasons that I have been in Alberta « 
We keep talking about six months’ work. I believe that the 
majority of men under the conditions that they have existed 
during the past two or three years, could make a Living 
in six months. 
If they had six months - - 
If they had six months work - 
They could live twelve months on whet they earned in six? 
I really believe that some of them could but, of course, 
you dave got to consider the other man, too: I am only taking 
the best men when T refer to that but the reason why I began 
to talk along those lines is that to my knowledge there are 
very, very fewxplaces that have had a chance of six months! 
work. | 

a 
Thet Makes the argument all the stronger. It has been/purely 
seasonal and &@ very short seasonal production and we have 
had no prospect held out to us that it is going to déaind 
to be a short season. Now, some solution must be found 
for that, and the sugeestion is that the miner in this 
field must be a man who does something else the rest of the 
year. What do you think about thet? . 
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ve Geo. Hutchinson 

I really believe that the mi nexwould be quite willing to do 
that something else provided it could be found for him, but 
you take these camps, it is no use for a man to begin to 

seek employment any nearer than Calgary or Edmonton, You 
take into consideretion that a man has been in debt, as it has 
been clearly pointed out to you that there are quite @ number 
of men in these camps that are in debt when they start work 
in the fall, whether it be August or September, they are pay- 
ing off a certain amount of their debt until the mine closes 
down. To go into Calgary or Edmonton, it is absolutely no 
good to talk about them going in before April and it wes 
stated here definitely yesterday that if & man was intent 
upon working ehd intent upon supporting his wife anddidan- 
ily, he could get a job, ana fee nice vee with that @pinion, 
Well, I did, too, at the time, and said so. 

I did, and the man who méde the statement possibly has been 
lucky enough to be appointed to some permanent job; that 

wes the only conclusion I could com to, 

But you say you believe the miners would be willing to do 
other work if they could get it? 

I believe they would. 
Would you venture as to what proportion of them would be 
willing to do that? 

Well, I believe, at any rate, that She large majority of 
them because I say this, that the miner - it cannot be 


proved that the miner is really a melingerer. But during 


this last season come of the mj 
, | Nes startedcy 
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day of August - I am speaking now particularly about the 
Wayne field - some of the operators opened the mines, the 


2 
f 


miners commenced to work on the 5th day of: August. They 
eave out of their earnings ten per cent. of their wages to. 
the men who were still out on strike and in November again 
we were working very slack time; in December we worked sléeck 
time, January, February and March. Now, supposing that the 
operators had said when the slack season came on;"Bhe bulk 
of the orders are filled, we can do without 4 certain amount 
of miners; we will only keep in camp just a few married men"... 
or a few men that they might select, either married men or 
Single, I have nothing to do with that --"the others c@én pull 
out to find work elsewhere," I would like to know if either 
the operators or the men or the employment offices or any- 
“one else could advise them as to where to go, in October, 
November, December, January, February and March to seek 
employment. At the seme time, I stated that these men are 
compelled to do it and many of them = it is a11 right to 
talk about roughnecks but I would have you understad that 
there are as respectable men in the mining industry as hs 
any other industry and men who have a high moral standard set 
for themselves and try by ell the means possible to live up 
to that standard, and, therefore, I sey that it is the con- 
ditions which meke men Soin erent extent roughnecks. 
Q Have you any suggestion to make as to meeting this problem 
of short season? 
A No, I héve no suggestion, Mr. Commissioner. I am not suffician* 


hy acquainted with the conditions of the country and conditio® 
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altogether to try to adopt any method of solving the problem, 
WHEATLEY: What is your views on the Compensation Act? 
Well, in regard to my own experience, Mr. Wheatley, there 
has been more, vastly more complaints in regard to the 
Compens@tion Board than there is to the Act itself, and, 
of course, I hope you gentlemen will understand I am only 
speaking from a matter of three or four months' experience 

and when I say that in regard to the Compensation Board, 
when I came into office three or four months &go there were 
certain compensation cases hanging in Wayne and I mi ght 

say, as my Gefinite oPirion, thas they weren't getting fair 
treatment; perhaps it may be set down to the fact that things 
had not been presented to the Compensation Board in a right 
and clear manner, For instance, when secretary Thompson wags 
in office he read out at one certain time a letter from the 
Compens# tion Board stating a man who had applied for con- 
pense tion, sent in a claim for compensation, had been abso- 
lutely turned down; therefore it was of no use for then to 
do anything more. This is only one case, and these certein 
men got into a conversation with other men and explaining 
their case and eventually they came to me and asked me if I 
would write a letter to the Compengation Board explaining 
things as they really were, as sera them to be, ; offered 
to do that, and I might state xsx5/t0 put the case in as 
caneten: a form as possible, that out of the six or seven 
cases that that I have wesented to the Compensation Board, 
some of which hade been absolutely turned down, finished with, 


so far as ‘they were concerned - that we have not failed in a 
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Single case, and therefore I want to say that the Comp ensa-~ 
tion Board, so far as my mind goes, are a board composed of 
level-headed men and are prepwred to do justice when they have 


things put clearly to them. We heave not lost one Single case. 


And I might state, too, that I ewen had to go so far as to ask - 


I believe I am right if I say Commisstoner McNeill, in Calgary 
to allow me the privilege of making &@ new report, to discard 
the other report sent and to make a new report. Commissioner 
MeNeill gave me that privilege and two weeks ago a case that 
had been turned down sixteem weeks previously, I had the iivie 
lege of sending on that man's full cheque for full compensa- 


tion pay to him in Blairmore two weeks aco. Other cases - 
there was one man in Wayne who had an injured hand and an 


official of the mines met him on © certain date in the beginning 
of March and he happened to ask this man if he is ready for 
work and the mén says, "Sure, I go right now," and a day or 

two after that there was a report went to the Compensation 
Board that this man had stated he was ready for work, This 

man received a cheque from the Compensation Boerd and it had 

on, "Finel", Naturally 2 got to work and wanted to know why 
this statement. And I wrote to the Compensation Board about 

it and asked for an explanation, asking them to rectify 

the mistake, which I felt mas sure it was a mistake. They 

sent me tex a nice letter in reply to mine and acknowledged 

my letter and told me that the particular man had stated 

to the mine official ‘that he was ready for work, Well, I got 
down to the foundation of things, got to the man ana got to 

the company, and I found that this particular mmm: mine official 
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had asked this man if he was ready for work;then when I got 
to the man,who is &@ foreign-speaking man and whereas he is 
decently versed in English yet not so very good and gurtakn 
could not explain himself to the Compensation Board or any 
other Bosrd but he could exipiain hisself to me, because I 
Might say I take a lot of patience with these men, and he had 
understood this man to say, “Are you ready for your walk?" - 
In regard to this I might say he had been in the habit of 
walking down from the Ideal mine to the Post Office in Wayne, 
which is @ matter of a distance of about, I believe, a mile 
and a half, andche had been doing that continually because 
it was only his» hand that was injured,and that was the only 
thing he could explain to me. I wrote to the Compensation 
Board again and explained the thing fully. I got a letter 
back sometime last week statine that they had accepted my 
explanation; my letter would be presented to the Board at 
its first meeting and in all probability the enon ouaeel 


would come. So that, in regard to the Compensation Board, 


iT have no hesitetion in saying they are prepared to do justice 


when they get a cleqr case but I would mggest that, instead 
of this being paid on the percentage basis that there be a 
weekly allowance. I think that would be a real benefit. For 
instance, I was fighting one man's compensation case. He 
happened to be injured on the first day that he started work 
in a particular mine. He was only paid at the rate of about 
2,40, I think it was, per day and he stated that his aver- 


age earnings at the mine previous had been very much beyond 


that and entitled him to more money but ‘the only conclusion 
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Geo. Hutehinson 
we could come to and that I could get from the Compensa- 
tion Board was that his rate of pay was based upon the aver- 


age earnings of the particuler mine in which he was injured. 


THE CHARMAN: So you think a weekly allowance instead of a percentage - 


Ido, sir. And another thing, why I make that suggestion, and 
I base my argument on these facts that during the time that 
these Men are injured and rejying upon compensation they have 
got to live under certain conditions, and a man cannot possi bly 
“Lave - it costs a single man boarding and rooming in Wayne 

at the rate of, I believe, $45, a month: 

Anything more to say along that line? 

No, 1 think not, Mr. Commissioner. 

What about joint advisory councils? Had you any experience 

of such in England before you came out? 

Well, no, I never took part in councils of that description, 
perhaps for the reason, while I was greatly interested in 
union work yet I never took any definite or important par t 
seeing that I was & deputy overman for thirteen ana a half 
years, as I have already stated, 

Was there such a committee in connection with your mine over - 
there? . 

Yes, there was and it was usually ~ they had a deputation 
from the locals and they met just in the one place in the 
county, in the separate counties, I mean, and therefore it 
was usually an independent man that was appointed to these. 
For instance, I remember quite well that Souncii.lor Davies 
was the one representing us from our local. I believe, myself, 


that it is a very good thing, 
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Geo. Hutchingon 
Q You cannot tell us in det@éil how it worked out there? 
A No, I cannot; I have no inside knowledge of the working of 
it at all. | 
Was the impression among the men favorable to it? 
A Ph, certainly, yes. 
Another thing on the Mines Act. You said you had not studied 
the Act itself? 
A No, I am not preyared to make any comment on it. 
Q Any other general suggestions? 
A No, I don't think so, Mr. Evans. I don't know whet the 





others have replied to. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: We have been speaking pretty well to those 
replies and other things élso,. 
THE CHAIRMAl: I have gone through them on this examination and 
they are all pretty well self-explanstory oa far as I am 
concerned, There is nothing more to raise on then, 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Very complete; I have touched on the principal ones 
with yourself, such as ventilation, living conditions, costs 
of living, schools - 
A I might sayothat I have a list of figures here that I have 
collected from the various mines and I will hand them in 
as evidence: they are the averages for the different mines. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Average what? 
A The Beer ces earnings of the nie in the ao eee wees 
& ) that is. Heh 
OGM TSSIONER WHEATLEY: “I might say, Mr, Cheirman, when ir. Hutchinson 


told me he had not been able to seta questionneire to answer 
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Geo. Hutchinson 
himself, 1 asked him to put in what exhibits he could along 
those lines and I presume this is the material. 
A There is the Western Kedicesiat Ane Superior Grade Coal 
Companies, and the Excelsior and the Ideal; that is the 


four mines that is by the jurisdiction of the Local 4682, 


Said statement put in and marked EXHIBIT 27. 





THE CHAIRMAN; Anything else? 
A Not that I know of, Mr. Commissioner, 


. 
Q Thank you very much, indeed. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Now, is there anyone else present that wants to give 
| evidence apart from the matter of special compensation 
claims? We are going to take those up after we have adFRine 
ed the sittings because, unless we néea 48/for other 
evidence, Commissioner Drinnan is catching this afternoon's 
train. Commissioner wheatLeycand I will be here over night 
ready to give lots of time to these other questions. If 
ere 


there Ys any general matters anyone wants to bring up now is 


the time. 


MR. JAMES RRYSON: I was delegated by my local union to 


come down here and give evidence under certain conditions. 


JAMES (BR Ys ON, 


Being called as 4 witness and/duly sworn, wes exemined by: 


THE CHAIRMAN; Representing the Midlandvale Local. 
Tif WITNESS: I might say, before giving evidence, the 


conditions were this, that we understend this Commission 
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James) Bryson: 

is enquiring into the whole minhe industry. We realize 

such a thing cannot be done unless the coal operators’ 

books are gone into along with the general cost of living 
with the workers, get the dete@ils from every direction, © 
minute detail, and without that we feel that we cannot do 
anything towards bettering the conditions of the coal indus- 
try, unless we can get to the operators' books to see the 
cost of production, where the profits are going and the truth 
ag to what the miners are making, There has been a lot of 
telk about what the miners have been making. There is a 
certain class of individuel who get most of the work in the 
camps and their figures are taken for granted ell the time 
and the other men who come in and perhéps might work thiree 
months in a year, they perhaps cet the worst of the places 

in the mine while they are in; they are good miners yet 

they cannot make wages; these men are being discriminated 
against in the verious Mines, some of the best of the men, 
padause they have a better understanding of what the condi- 
tions are yet they are being kept in subjection; they are 
refused work or get as little work as possible, while, on the 
other hand, the men that the operator feels are working a 
little better in his interests are getting most of the work. 
The thing is this, I didn*t feel like giving any evidente 
except on the general conditions, except that it was under- 
stood that the coal commission would accept the coal cvmuutane 
books or go into the coal operators’ books if they had thet 


power. 
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Jenes Bryson oh 


THE CHAIRMAN: Were you here this morning? 


No. 
Mr. Conroy raised the same question this morning and we — 
explained that we have been furnished with the costs of 
operation, such as you mention, and also with the complete 
earnings of the men + I haven't got them with me because 
they are in Edmonton. I mipht add to what I said to Mr. 
Conroy this morning, that the Sankey Commission in England 
in very much 
proceeded/the same wey. The information from the operators, 
by Act of Parliament, was given to the Commission in con- 
fidence and very severe penalties were imposed for anyone 
who divulged that information, and in their report they did 
exactly what we hope to do, and that is, set out the costs, 
profits and losses on investment, and so on, @s facts pertain- 
ing to the industry, giving a complete account of the industry 
but not in such a way that any competitor of a particular 
operator will know: the other men's business. It seemed to me 
to Persea condition of the present competitive system 
that as between the operators the business should be treated 
in that way. Now, we have that information. I think Mr. 
Conroy was reasonably satisfied with the explanation. Is 
that sufficient for your purpo ses? 
Well, I don't know, The whole thing is this, thet we feel 
we cannot refute the atetementa the operators are making 
unless we know what these statements actually are. You 
see what I mean, with regard to the cost of production ana 
stuff like that, if we do not know what their cost of 


production is, according to the operators’ figures, how 
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James Bryson 

can we reasonably explain where we figure that the miners 
can better the conditions? We know that there is, must be, 
& great surplus somewhere, and if we do not. know that there 
is that surplys, and the operators won't come out and tell uss 
we are making so much money, we cannot give evidence, 
Well, can't you give any evidence? Can't you tell us your 
side of the story? We are getting their side in the other 
way and we want to get your side, and it will be up t9 us 
to present the full fects to the Government, 
Well, 1 could give a few @cts, I think, 
Well, then; I wish you would, 
(The witness was then sworn) 
Your occupation, Mr, Bryson? 
Iam at the present Secretary of the Local Union 1466, 
Midland-vale. . 
You did not reply to the questionnaire, did you? 
No. 
I just wanted to know for the sake of looking at it, 
Welj,you have heard the discussion this afternoon, Will 
you tell us in your own language anything you particularly 
want to bring to our attention affeeting conditions, 
Well, the only thingies I can see is the fact that you say 
this is a seasonal occupation. Under the yjresent conditions 
I don't see any hope for extending our markets, either by 
reduction in wages or by any other means: for example, the 
reason that people don't buy Coal because the aceveng cheap 


but because they need it. On the other hand, I think it 


has been reasonably Stated time ana time again th 
7ain that the 
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aD Jams Bryson 
American operators are able to compete in the Winnipeg market 
which means to us that if the miners take a reduction in 
wages the operators in the United States will also have 
to give their men a reduction in wages,wwhieh will enceurege 
the vicious system to go on which is going on at the present 
time with regard to the coal industry, Competition is driv- 
ing the miners out of existence andis putting in a poorer 
class of men into the mines. The miner who used to make 
his living at the mine now has to go out on to the farm in 
order to make a living, which should not be necessary, 
Now, what do you suggest, then? 
The whole thing, as far as I can see it, liessin the fact 
that there is big dividends to be paid in the various mines 
throughout the province on watered stock on the coal that 
is in the ground which should be the property of the people. 
They have got to pay interest on that and in various other 
ways, the profit is going away from the working men,. I 
woul fcanas that as a solution to it nationalization of 
the mines with workers' control, of worker s in co-operation 
wi th the Government for the operation of the mines. 
Had you thought out the details of the nationalization 
scheme at all? | ! | 
Well, not altogether worked it out but I think it will work 
on something the basis they ere in the Old Country. I would 
suggest that the way it should be worked out would be that 
the operators would not be paid on their own statenent of what 
their capi talizetion was but on the actual capital invested 


in that mine, 


Poston goqianiW edd az oteqaon ot elds o18 atetaxeqo meoltemA diy 





















tii nottouber s eda ecm aeat edt EE: tadt. es of eanteea do hele 
eved oale LL bw, BOTGTE hod tay eat mE atoterego. ond aegew 
ayormoats [Lew éitdvy wegen itd: okt ob OTS mem th odd (evig. of 
i ee9 to edd $8 10 yakoy at dotdw MO OR at not eye ano t ky : oat | 
“Ti%D at Ho Bt tt ogni) Utanbot soo edt vot braget doin: “om oN 
seroog 8 at gad, at bxe ponetaixe £6 tio: aveota ede gat 
even ot Sees onw mee Ee ‘ei seria anit osant fa he aealo 

ni mst edt o¢ no ino oR oF Bed wort sata ead te mm’ aid 


Jost oft aicaail ti eon se9 1 ee tet as nmenies ‘Alodw's aan 
aetim auvoisey edt of Bioq od of abMehiveh gid at onedd ade ee 
fads L200 edt no. Hogt a. boxedaw mo eon Eva-M, edt ‘tuortggrocie & , 





<eigoen edt to Ya tego a out od BLuote dot dw Reta eaid mE et : 
te Ato guokwy ok BUS tects mo taetetnt Ya ot) tog. eved wed | 

L .,fem sa idtow edd mort 7808 autos al ¢ tomy edt ayer aS 

to Molt euilenoitad dt at noktuioe 8 ae dards teeggua ivow % ? 
fold axe qo~ G9 at ate trow to. horse ‘eapatow cbt eontm eat | 
saontte edt to hoiterege: ext ‘Ok. tupmareved edt At te : 


Hols ae Incolten odd to efiareb eat pat eine pape | 






é igh 
: Hi ady Sm 7 ‘ A ‘ B.A 
PAA 7 ts ” Ae eee \ ‘ aK ¥ 4 >. 
er mi aR e ay me WOARR AR me ‘ Hpi She ah 
I" ‘ 
wa 


buon x seated 6.0 9 


ERIE 





> © &F Oo FP DO 


-n945- | 
Janes Bryson 

You think they should be paid the actual investment? 
Paid the actual investment, yes, I don't mean by the raising 
of their stock by water or anything else but the actual money 
inves ted; real money,{[ mean , invested into that company. 
What about undeveloped coal rights that are owned? 
They would Gey td. te province. | 
Anything undeveloped? 
Yes. 
Without compensation? 
Without compens@ tion; that is the property of the people 
they have only got es lease of it, 
Well, there are certain cases in which they are owned out- 
right, the same as the surface. | 
Well, that should not be. Of course, that is a mistake. 
I can't remedy it. 
What would you propose to do about that, now? 
Well, I suppose there would be only om thing to do in a case 
like that, either take it through Act of Parliament back 


from £3°S ein and compensate them for it. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: To nationalize the rest of the industry, you 


would not need to concern yourself about that little bit? 
No, not with any undeveloped coal, you wouldn't. | 
Whet do you think of the control of the fnaistry prior to 
nationalization? han 

Prior to nationalization? That would be at the wesent tim? 
Yes, control of private operation? , 

Well, I don't see how you could do it, If you cannot get the 


figures now how would you get them then? 
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Oh, it is not @ matter of ficures; it is a mtter of con- 
trolling the industry. 
We will have the figures, let me assure you on that point. 
The figures are already before the Commission and will be 
presented in a form to the Government that the actual facts 
of the industry will be known to the Government and to any 
that they wish to turn the information over to. They will 
&lso have the earnings of all the workers in the industry 
thr ough the income tax returns. 


These figures will not be published, of course? 


THE CHAIRMAN: Yes; but not as pertaining to Mine 4, B, C or D, but as 


pertaining to mining operations in the province; the results 
are to be made known with the understanding - | 
Well, the reason I said this, Mr. Commissbner, was this, 

if we knew what these figures are going into, like if they 
were given out in public, .then we would be able to refute 
them while the Commission is sitting. Perhaps the secre- 
taries of the various local unions have got figures as to 
the cost.of operation. I don't doubt for one moment there 

is lots of them have, they could refute the figures given 


to show - 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What steps are you going to take to refute them? 


Well, perhaps the operators might say we produce our coal 
show where it is 
at a figure and on the other hand the miners might/sayxmex 


produced for less, or that the dividend, or. the dividend 


‘that was paid out was peid on watered stock or something 


like that , that is how the profits are yuk eat up on 


watered stock, 
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Have you any case in mind? 
Well, it is a known fact that as soon as a co&l company heii 
comes developed that the first thing they do is to sell 
some shares and increase their stock and pay out so much 
dividend to make it look nice on the books, make it 15% 
whereas in reality it is 35 or 40%, 
That is all public information. where stock is sold, so there 
is no advantage to that; it is all available, How would you 
feel, then, in the same manner, if your earnings and my earn- 
ings and every man's earnings, the earnings of every man was 
published broadcast? 
There will be nothing about that. It igs published anyway; as 
far as my earnings is concerned, it is generally published 
I make $10, a day: on the other hand, while the operator 
might say I make 10, a day, on the other hand I could turn 
eround and say I am only making $6, a day and show him my 
figures, 
But this is actpel.) shown: stateuwents, government records 


of returns that you make your income tax returns on, 


THE CHAIRMAN: Just to go back a little bit, you said you did not see 





any hope of extending the market here because people would 
not buy coal because it was cheap, they only bought it be- 
cause they needed it? 

Yes, 

What would nation@lization do to improve that? 

Well, nationalization to a certein extent, I believe, woulda, 
in tie first place you would do away with the small competi- 
‘tion. What I meant to s@y is that there is a lot of over- 
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head expenses connected with the coal industry that coula 
be eliminated. There are go many little petty mines at 
the present time which require more for overhead expenses 
than they can get out of them, 
Bat on that point of seasonal demand by the public, would 
nationalization help it at all, do you think? 
Well, as far as I could see, the only thing would be that 
it would stabilize the miners' wazes, that is to say, the 
demand for coal will always remain the sa es as far as the 
domestic coal is concerned and when the season comes on the 
Miners will be guaranteed a living wage out of that, not just 
enough to keep the wolf from the door until the next day's 
work, as is the shepe at the present time, 
Do you think for a seasonal occupation like this of about 
six months that you ought to gat enough, without doing any- 
thing else the rest of the year? | 
Well, it is @ long story to go into but I believe if the 
truth w@s known about things were going in the country, 
you will find the farmer only works five and six months in 
the year, the miner three and four, and there is certain 


other occupations they only work a certain amount of time 


- in the year and in the whole we supply enough stuff, we 


Supply more than our own needs; ag a matter of fact, it is well 
known that Cana da exports more stuff than she ever. imports, 
which means to say we are producing a surplus; a4f we do that 

in three months either on the farm or in the mine then we 


should be able to live for the whole year on the products 


of our labor. 
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no _Jemes Bryson 
Of course, the most successful farmer works more than the 
short time; he keeps stock and is working all the year around. 
Well, I know that there is 95% of them that don't keep 
very much stock and they are making their living from year 
to: year; I'don't say they're making a living but ithey!ré 
still living; anyway. Whet I meant to sey by thet was that 
they are still on the farm even though they are in debt; 
they are producing more than they are consuming and the 
most naturel thing in the world is the country exports 
stuff that the people are producing more than they cen con- 
‘sume; the same thing applies to the cecal industry; wa can 
produce more than we can consume, therefdre, if we produce 
it in a certain amount of time that material should do us 
over &@ period of the year till the next season comes. 
What about competition with the Averican miner who has 
6n all-the-year-round market and exports his coal into your 
market in Winnipeg? 


Well, there is only one*solution to that; ag far ag I can 


(see it at the present time, and that is the very fact that 


if we had nationalization; I suppose the next thing would 
be to put en embargo on dumping of coal from the United 
States, which is going on at the wesent time. 

Could notcwe have that without nationalization? 

When I said nationalization of the mines; 1 meant for the 
benefit of the miner and for the benefit of the general 
public, not for the benefit of the operator, 


I meant but couldn't you have the embargo? Do you mean you 


don't want the embargo under present conditions? 
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The thing is this, that under the present cong@itions, if 

there was an embargo on the operator would seize the oppor- 

tunity to make himself a little more profit. It is well 

known that high protection in industry causes the manufactur- 

ers to raise the cost of their manufactures to just under 

what they could buy them from the other side for, 

What about the Mines Act? 

Well, as far as the Mines Act is concerned, I believe if 

the Mines Act was lived up to in the province it is a 

pretty good Act but I am sorry to say it is not being lived 

up to. 

Any specific suggestions to make? 

Well, the only suggestion I could make is that the eight-hour 

law should be more severely enforced by the Government, 


with regard to the eight-hour Act, 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Who heve you working more than eight hours? 


A 





Well, there are certain classes of men who get in the mines, 


“particularly in this valley, machiue men who are working 


on contract, others of them who are wor king double shifts, 

and these men go down into the mines, they would be willing 

to wark the eight hours but generally there comes three or 
four places in the course of their run, &@ preat big cut, 

if they didn't go down and work more hours, in most cases the 
fire boss or’ pit bosses comes and asks them to go down and cut 
these other pinees. Naturally, not wiab ne to lose their jobs, 
they £0 down and cut these other ae ana I say the Mine 
Act is being violated. 


Has it been reported to the Mines Depar tment? 
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A Well,we have reported it time and time again, as a matter of 
fact, on our side of the river it has been reported several 


times and it appears to me that things just generally slip 








by. (hack?}t 
Q No action taken at that time? 
A No, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Any other specific case? 
A 





Well, with regard to aib, I Might s@y that since the 1.17 a 
day was lost the mines have been over-crowded with men, that 

is to say, where @ man had one or two places for a man before, 
last year they had as many as two men in a place. Men were 
shooting at all times of the day, being practically s trang ers 
in the valley; some of them had come off the farm, never worked 
in @ mine before. Green men came in and were shooting these 
places 611 hours in a day. We have cases of men who have c ome 
up out of the mine practically suffocated with the smoke; 

the ventiletion was not good enoughlin ordervto cerry that 

smoke away, 

Well, what is the remedy for that? The previous witness told 
us about the same thing, 

For the over-crowding of the mines? 
‘No, for shooting so as to suffocate the other men? 

Well, there is only one remedy as far as I can see, that 
certain hours be set for shooting. 

By law? 

Yes, either shoot before they leave at nipht or a certéin time 
in the day, say before lunch, and give the air time to clear, 
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Anything else under the Mines Act? 
That is about all. 
How about the Workmen's Compensation Act? 
Well, as fer as I hed dealings with the Workmen's Compense- 
tion Act, I have found out thet the Act is specific on ; 


certain things, with regard to, say - they generally ask you 


on a man's form thet you are required to fill in, what his 
weees have been over the last year. Now, most men are in the 
habit of writing down - “I mide such-and-such in the last 
year" but they forget to tell them that this was only’ over 

& three months' period, and these men -'it is the most natpral 
thing in the world, when their cheque comes beck, they find 
it is for about $2, a dey, and I would suggest thet that form 
be changed that is sent out by the Workmen's Compensation. 
What would you suggest it would be? 


Well, either, How much have you made per month, or in a cer tein 


_ amount of time? Not taking it over the whole year becéuse we 


have generally got a strike on our hands or six months’ idle- 
ness, and you cannot judge @ man's wages over that period, 
especially if he goes out on a farm. I woulda suggest for 
the previous month, 

WHEATLEY: There has been a sentiment for a flat rate instead 
of & percentage rate. timt Bo you think that would be pr efer- 
able? | | 

I believe it would be. 

Would it overcome that difficulty you are referring to? 


‘I believe it would. 


We miners made the strongest demand for the change to the 
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to the percentage basis and we @re going to have to explain 
ourselves very thoroughly if we make a demand to go back 
a&cain now. 

The thing is this, that things have chaneed since that, es- 
pecially so far as this valley is concerned; we c@mnot base 
our earnines on three months' work; we would like to be able 
to make enough in the three months to do us over but the 
most natural thing in the world if a man works thr ee months 
in the year and if he eAannot fina enough to feed himself in 
the three months he has got to somewhere else, so you cannot 
take his earnings just whet he has made at the mine; if he could 
it. would be easy, but in order to support his wife and family 
he is supposed to-go out and work somewhere else, therefore 
his total earnings are a little above what w makes in the 
mine, perhaps $500. more than. that, 

How do you feel about these advisory wouncils? 

Well, I don't know, as far as advisory couneil is concerned, 
it is how they would be composed or formed; I, have no exper- 
ience with them. . 

In Great Britain they have a plan of advisory coungils; 

it was suggested pretty generally in other places with a@ view 
to looking efter the general welfare of the industry and of 
the workers in the particular Locality in which, they work, 
that is, apart from making aereen nts. | 

Well, I don't know. I don't.see how they could very well 
éperate, 


If there are things affecting both the operators and the mine 
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James Bryson 
workers, it is essential there be some means of getting to- 
gether to discuss these things in an advisory way, of chang- 
ing them. Have you ever thought those matters over? 

A No, I never tackled that at all; I don't believe it wula 


work very good, to my mina. 





THE CHAIRMAN: Why wouldn't it? NG 

| A Well, generally, when you get a council together of perhaps 
three or four men there is two anteagonigis right there, the 
men want something and the operators wat another thing; they 
cannot both have the same thing because the ir interests are 
diametrically opposed to each other. The operator wants, per- 
haps, @ bigger market and in order to get it he has got to 

reduce wages, so the moment. he has got to reduce wages he has got 
to go into conflict with the men. 

Q But the idea of these is to deal with the things on which 
they are not in conflict, There are certain things where the 
interests are common, if they could only recognize them, 
where it may not be a matter of wages at all, 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Might it not be that you could reconmena somle— 
thing to them in their methods that would make it unnecessary 
to seek reductions? : 

A Well, I cannot see where an advisory council with the two 
together would function because everything bears on profits 
end if the operators BEex cannot ike a profit out of it 
there would be nothing to it, so if they dia Make their 
profit it woula have to be Something that would make a 
profit for the operators and anything that mékes a progit for 


the, Operators would be at some worker's expense; so if the 
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Jaues Bryson” 
labor ian was honest he could not very well get an advisory oa 
council like that, eae 
Q Let we give you an illustration, Provided the operators ae 
jointed into a pooling of one selling agency for the selling | 
of their coal, which would save them considerable overhead 
costs on that, would that not be a benefit to the operators | 
and take some attention off his competitive system? ap 
A Yes, but he would not be in favor of letting the miners mos 
get right in on his selling costs, | | 
Q You don't know that; you are assuming that. ses 
Well, I feel that way about it, anyway. nae 
Q Once you got talkkne matters with him, show him where he te 
was getting the benefit and possibly persuade hin S ole of Da. 
wes due to you, it would be a lesser burden on ne ingustry, — 
would it not, which would relieve the tension of your self ye 
or ourselves? , | 


A Well, their business is to sell coal; ours is to produce i 










coal, ragiee 
Q No, their business is to produce it and they arectrying tein 
sell it to-day and that is not their business. 
A Well, the miners do the producing and they do the sellin, 
to the wholesaler, | 


Q Well, the miner and the operator, he ig the producer, 






THE CHAIRMAN: Don't you think they are all part of one industry. 







A  No,sir, vil I always think the miner is the area aaR and rg 
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James Bryson 


You don't make any allowance for his providing the machin- 


ery of production? 

No, he doesn't provide the machinery of production in the 
first place, the worker produces that in the first place. 
He is the channel through which that machinery gets into 
your, particular mine? 

It might be under the system, yes; he hag accumulated the 
machinery and naturally he uses it. 

And if he wasn't there you would have to pay somebody 
else to perform his function? 

No. 

Doesn'?t he do anything at all towards organizing the 
business? 

The workers can organize business if they wanted to, 

But you would have to pay the workers who organize it. 
Under your nationalization scheme you would have to pay 
somebody to do what the operators do? 

No, but we would not want to pay him enough to ride 
around in @ Rolls-Royce car every day. 

No, but I am not sure that vate ab that with your 

own leaders now, 

No, we don't, 

Iam not sure that you don't pay your own leaders. 

We don't pay them; they pay themselves most of the time. 


Have you any other peneral suggestions? 


I don't know; it all depends; that is the only thing I 


can see that will do any good, would be the nationalization 


(of the Mines, as fer as getting anywhere in the coal industry. 
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2 James Bryson. 
4 
With reperd to the cost of living,it is well known that in 
the different camps living is at least 50% higher than it 
is in the cities. 
Q Could you prove that? 
A----Goyld-you-prove-thate 
A Well, I could prove it by figures; I haven't got the stuff 
with me but I could get that data. 
Q Would you send that in to us, because I believe it would be 
interesting, 
A I certainly would. + can prove that the cost of living 
is 50% higher in var mining camp than it is in the city. 
To give you an illustration, in the city a man can get board 
and room for 6.50 to $7.00 a week sates mining camp, if 
he gets board under $10. or $9, a week he is doing pretty 


food; that is one instance. 









COMMISSIONIR IRINNAN: There are different kinds of board, 
A Well, I know that in the city you can get good board for 
from $6, to $7.50. a week, board and room and a good room, too, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Board and room for $7, a week? 
A Yes, &@ working wan. 
COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Yes, you can get it for $10. ? 
A Yes, & working man; I don't mean any Palliser Hotel or 
_ anything like that, 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Salvation Army? 
A No, nor in the Salvation Army. 
THE CHAIRMAN: We would really be interested in those figures if 
you can give us the detail of that, and the comparison 
that you make, 
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James Bryson 

Yes, I can send it in, I didn't have it all compiled, which 
I was working out. As a matter of fact I dian't think it 
was worth my while coming because I didn't fi pure you fellows 
were going far enough into things, 
We are going to go just as far as we can and we want yoar 
help, Anything else? 
That is about all I can think of. 


THE CHATRMAN: Well, now, we are going to adjourn as a formal 


commission but Commissioner Wheatley and myself will be 
here the rest of to-da dey and 811 tomorrow, and we want to take 
up right now the matters in connection with the Compensation 


Act. 


Sittings then adjourned at 4 P.M, 
The next sittings to be held in Lethbridge, Monday, Mey 18th, 
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AL B.ER TA COAK COMMI.S.5S.1.0 N 


The Fourth Session was held at the Court House, Lethbridge, 
Alberta, commencing Monday, May 18th, 1925, at 2:30 P. li. 


All the members of the Commission were present, 
lenin We Ieattovce . o£ X.8.2 T, 


Being called as @ witness and duly sworn, was examined by: 


THE CHAIRMAN: Your position, Mr. Stockett? 


A 
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General Superintendent of Coal Mines Branch, Canadian 
Pacific Railway. 

How long have you held that position? 

Since March, 1912. That is perhaps not all of the ctory; 

I was connected with their other ar AIBA ye, their proprietary 
companies previous to that. 

Well, how much experience had you in ried coal mining? 

I commenced with them in January, 1905. 

Whereabouts were you then, previous to coming - - 

Bankhead and Hogmer.« ° ay 


Previous to 1905 your experience in co@l1 mining? 


Iwas tef years down in Montene, 


Previous to that?’ 

About four years in Indiana. It may not be exactly correct 
but I will tell you as near as I can. About evel years 
in Illinois, and four years in Western Pennsylvania, and 
six or seven years in the anthracite fields. Add that up; 
I don't know whether it will come out right or not. 

That makes fifty-one or two years. 


Then there is a year or two too much, because it was fifty 
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Lewis Stockett 
yeers the lst of last February that I went to work. 
Mr. Stockett, the Lethbridge coal area ag defined on the 
government maps is shown in red there -~(handing witness map). 
One of the things we have to report on is the coal reserves 
of the province and Dr, Allan has made us an estimte of 
those reserves and I would like to have your opinion on 
that particular atea with which you are familiar, 
Well, while I am familar with the area, 1 have never made 
any figures,myself,at all as to the eeeant of coal in it, 
I don't even know what his figures are. I could go over 
that later but 1 could not tell you off-hand here. 
The depth of available coal that he has figured in this area 
is fifteen feet of coal altogether in the seams and then he 
cuts that in half for recovery, 
Well, he can cut that in helt again; there is not fifteen 
feat of coal in this field; there is only the one workable 
seam, 
No other lower seam that you know of? 
No; there is only one seam running from about four feet to 


six feet that I know of, 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; What depth, do you know, it hes been tested to? 


A 





No, I @an't say I do. I know there has been some holespput 
down but I could not tell you off-hand what they arayo. 

Dr, Allan estimates a thousand feet; have you any knowledge 
of a depth of that kind? 

Yes; I think some of these holes put down here were put 
down that and perhaps deeper; I don't know; I couldn't tell 
you off-hand on thet, 
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Lewis Stockett 
Q Did you go through coal? 
A No, I think not. However, I could look that up and be sure 
about it. 





HE CHAIRMAN: It has been stated that one of the difficulties with the 
Alberta coal industry is that the standard of nanagenent 
is not as high as in game of the competing areas in the 
United States. You have héd so much experience both places. 
x would like to have your views on the standards of manage- 
ment. 
A Well, in the first place, taking the field in as a whole, we 
have much more difficult conditions to contend with here. 
Such as? | 
A Well, there is depth, pitching, gas, faults, and it takes 
a rether efficient management to mamage it, and, having 
knowledge as I have of a large portion of the States and 
up here, I would say the standard up here was as high as 
it is anywhere else, that is, the mines here are mamged 
as efficiently @s anywhere. 
Q Carrying that down a little further, what about the stand- 
erds of superintendents, foremen, even down to the workpen? - 
A Well, I would say the same thing; take the foreman and the 
superintendents, &c., having more difficulties to contend 
with, it eed ewan them to be right up and the mere fact 
that they do it shows that they must be efficient; and the 
workmen, I would s@y the same thing for, too.. I have been 
| with workmen sie cies & large portion of the States and here, 


and I think we have got @ very good class of workmen, 


Thats in your opinion, there igs nothing much in the sta teme nt 
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thet improvements along these lines would tend to solve 
our problem in Alberta? | 
No, I would judge not; of course, we ought to keep getting 
better and better, the longer we are on it. This is &@ com- 
paratively new field as compared with the States; this is one 
of the newer fields, with new problems and so on that could 
not be all foreseen at the start and had to be worked out at 
the start and we have been at it long enough to have done that 
and, in that connection, Mr, Chairman, if you will allow me, 
1 think I would like to put in a few figures right here on. 
that question of efficiency and management. You have ot 
these figures but whether they have been called to your 
attention sufficiently or not, I don't know, and I have 
taken the AnnualyReport of the Mines Brench for 1923,’ which 
is the last one published - '€4 isn't available yet; it 
has not been published - so I have taken '23 for that reason 
and also it was the year we were working. In '24 we had @ 
long strike and did not give average figures. Now, this 
report shows that the number of mines in the Province in 
1922 , working backwards, was 450, that the mumber of mines 
abendoned in 1923 was 87; the number of mines closed but 
not abandoned, 65; 65 and 87 are 152; that would leave 298 
working mines, but during 1923 there were 59 opened, and 
the number of mines re-opened in 1923 was 5; that is 64, 
making a total of 362 mines which they report as being the 
number of mines in the Province. Now, these figufes are 


Misleading, especially to those that are not acquainted 


mictipgthe facts or don't go to the trouble to get the facts, 
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and take the total tonnage and divide by the number of 
mines and so on; you have got a lot of little gopher holes 
up there, and the number of mines opened and abandoned every 
year and the amount of capitsl you have. Well, they get 
these figures from this report I have just given you. But 
if they woulda go to the trouble to look into the thing a 
little further they would find - take the domestic mines - 
that those producing under 10,000 tons a year - in 1923, I 
am speaking of + there were 273 Mines producing less then 
10,000 tons a years; 21 mines from 10,000 to 50,0003; 20 mines 
from 50,000 to 100,000; 6 mines from 100,000 to 200,000; 
none between 200,000 and 300,000; and 1 from 300,000 to 
400,000; or it works out, if you turn this into percentages, 
that: 0. 4% or 1 mine produced 11.5% of the output, 


it 
2.3% or 3 mines prodnced 33.9% of the output, - 1/3 of; 


8.5% or 27.8% 
eee eed " 305%" z n 
. 85,9% or 273 " only produced 9.1% of the output. 
Now, I have the same figures for bitwainous but T am not 
going to read them over and then T have got them Zoz lumped 


together for all Mines, Without going through the figures, 


although perhaps they may be interesting, taking all the mines 


in the province, 293 mines out of 362 reported mines 
produced under 10,000 tons a year; 29 mines frim to 10,000 
to 50,000 tons; 20 mines from 50,000 to 100,000 tons; 10 
mines from 100,000 to 200,000 tons; 6 mines from 200,000 

to 300,000 tons; 2 mines from 300,000 to 400,000; and 2 
mines produced over 800,000 tons, or the percentages 

are: (reads). The lest figure of eit tg the one ¢ want 


to partieularly call your attention to ies 80.9% of the 
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mines or 293 mines only produced 466 per cent. of the output, 
Now, it is from steh figures as these that the Intellectuals -- 
I guess I might call them that - up at Edmonton and. the 
politicians and the eeneral publigket their ideas, which are 
entirdly misleading. In justice toythe Mines Brench, I want 
to say , besides publishing those figures they do in one 
place publish pretty much this figure that I have given 

here but it is not very conspicuous and away back in & 
little bit of a table they give tt, which nobody ever 

gees unless they go looking for it, and that should. be made 
just as conspicuous as the other one and shows just 


the true state of affairs. 
(gaia statement put in end marked EXHIBIT 28.) 


The sum of that whole thing is that 1/5 of the mines of 

the Province, I believe, produced about 95% of the coal. 
Ana these mines that are abandoned and are opened again end 
the new Mines are largely these smaller mines? 

Largely the smaller mines: Of course, there are some of 
the larger mines that are abandoned, too; new ones opened 
and new ones closed; it is not any different here than in 
any other field; we have the same thing in @11. other fields. 
‘We had one estimate that twelve million dollars had been 
“lost in abandoned mines in the province. Would you have 
any idea as to that estimte? * 
No, I haven't gone into that at all; I wouldn't knows I 
will say, generally speaking, I think it is pretty well 


- known here there is more money lost in C81 mines th 
: s than 
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is ever uade out of them. A mine or a concern that does 
pretty well, we hear all about them, but the other ones 

we don’t hear so much about, but taking affairs penerally, 
and I am speaking about the anthracite fields in Pennsyl- 
vania and up here, too, and it is the opinion pretty gener- 


ally there is more money kes$ in co®l mines than is ever ma de, 





en SSLOnR WHEATLEY; To what do you attribute that? 

A Well, it is pretty hard - different in different places; 
some mines @re apparently successful; same do wind up and 
the money invested is there yet; they may have made some 
money on their operations while running but when they wind 
up at the end their capital is gone; and it comes about 
through physical conditions that cannot always be foresoon 
or overcome, and various other things, 

Q Do you think that anything could be done to check those 
losses? 

A No; I think people have been trying pretty hard and they 
don't go into a Mine beforehand unless they expect it to turn 
out all right. They don't always meet their expectations. 

Q Well, the fact that there has been so much money lost looks. 
as if there may be some tangible remedy. 

A Oh, I am sure I don't know what it would. be; I don't think 
it is any different in the coal business than it is in abl 
other business; I think that is pretty true of pretty much all 
businesses; there is a lot of money lost in them as well as 
in the mines, — 


Q- The same thing could be attribyted to farmers? There are 


farmers and fermers, the Same es there are Mine operator and 
L : ) s an 
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mine operators? 
You will find abandoned farms all over the world, too. 
Quite so, , But they try to fix a cause for those things on 
the farms. Can we not do so in the mines? 
No, I, don't know that they have succeeded with the farms be- 
cause they are still abandoning them, ~ | 
Usually drouth, for example, could be attributed to poor farm 
ing conditions, and various things; verious localities tmve 
various causes? 
Yes. 
But what are the causes in the mines? 
Some mines are.warked out; they have worked out all the coal 
there is to work out. Others sometimes run into faulty con- 
ditions which requires them to close it, or the quality of 
the coal runs down and they cannot market it; and some mines 


have disasters, have had explosions and drownings out. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Taking all these. snall mines - - 


A 





And then, perhaps, one barge reason that should not be over- 
looked is the suecess of a mine, the same @s any other 
business, will depend entirely upon whether it is costing you 
more tiban you can get for it . The minute you have a mine 

and the product begins to cost more than you can get for it 
it necessarily hes to be closed»up and abandoned; it cannot 
run very long in that way. 

Taking all these small mines together, what effect have they 
on the industry? 

Not a great deal because if you x add up the tonnage you 


will find it very small; I said there 293 mines proauce 5% 


eee aie aie 























 _séexoote giwed 5 
iaiadinte a 

.oot .biww oft weVO Lie wiirsY heaobasde batt fitw oY 4s 

no agaist egont wo% eareo s xit of yt yeds dud 08 ‘et lige 9-4 

i sale edt mt oa gy claps) viata ie —— 


ate eS Oe 


“ , pcre otedd of fnosaade cite ers vedt eeuso 
 etttst roog ot ‘ianare tg ed Bawa , olqmaxe 50%, so 018 vitwad 
eval asitifesol exvottay ise avoltav bas sano it Loads qnt 
m Yeseso, ) asso tnBY 
eS ee 
Faon im edt ot 2oetso at era fade to 
igos est ita to bestow evad yout sto borne 91s wenta emi0g, 
“OD ut isst ofat aut aemttemoe ‘arenso 30 OW ‘ot ak ere dt 
to ysilenp edt to .#E eeolo of mode estinves dotdw ‘ehordie : 
Boaih emoe Bie ;¢2 textten Fonnss Yeot BS nwob east Teo edt 
«tuo egniawoib bas Maho HE bed eves aredasaih ‘evad | 
~ = sedi Li suont ite ‘gute MANE HO 
atovo od son binete tact moaaet oat ono esq sco odd Boa . a 
weito Wwe es ona odd , enta 2 to aecoove eit ‘ok Boxoor i 
 wOy giisteos ai di witedw nor vieztiue baeqed “Tit, vasoentend 
enka 3 orad poy atiinte edt . tt +o tom ‘ago BOY eeah “eTom 
tt Ot 09 mao boy eS stom ees 1 ot ont oe 
tonaas + at “= fe ‘ead \ | f 


9 & 48 Hef ptt ee 


rk 
\ 





-967~- 3 
Lewis Stockett 





, of the coal, wasn't it? 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Yes. 

| A And they are generally in isolated places. I don't suppose 
if it was five per cent. on the year's tonnage,it would not 
cut very much figure, it doesn’t cut very much figurdin the 
business. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Suggestions have been made that they were wasteful of 
the coal resourves in the way of spoiling access to the 
coal seams for larger and bigger operations. 

A No, I cannot say that I agree with that. I will tell you 
one thing they do do for the larger operations; they often 
develop prospective eculet ae them. I know many a coal 
field that attention has been called to by smaller mines 
that are open@dic up and showed up what conditions were and 
where you got your knowledge of that field from. 

Q In your opinion, would there not be need of any attempt 
to prevent the opening of these mines? 
A No, I think it would be & misteke to prevent opening or 
to close them up. 
COMMISSION WHEATLEY: Well, considerine that there is all these losses 
| of capital and money lost, should there not be some effart 
to check it, do you think? 
A. I don't think closing these sm@1l1 mines would help it any. 
These xtebixutnes little mines that are opened up, they are 
senadeAy: nome places to supply isolated communities; they 
serve their purposes; when that time is gone ana the 
country gets filled up, the papulation gets heavier and they 
get railroads in there, they, 
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in turn buy their coal from 
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the Devhery ehigbing mines. If it weren't for these smaller 
mines in there to open up the country in the first place * 
i we would not have any. 
HE CHAIRMAN: It has ahaa been said they create unfair compethtion 
:. ' with the larger mines through not using the proper mining 
: methods ‘which the larger mine is compelled to do and which 
Y . : maké's their brn’ more expensive. 
A Well, I don't know that they come into competition a rreat 
deal, ‘it dien?t toca large extent, it is 5% at the most and 
8 large part of that is in places where we could not get 
to anyhow, A’ | | 
Q You don't think that hes any effect, then, of forcing the 
lereer operator to produce cheap coal at the expense of the 
aa resource? Let) me explain a little more what I mean. 
A No, the points where they meet &nd come in competition 
. are very few. . 
Q It has been seid, in detail, that not protecting their opening 
in & ~roper way, leaving pillars and ‘that sort of thing, ao 3 







rob the mine and take cheap coal and make it very difficult © 





to some extent but I think it is very limited, © 9 c URS: 


Q Going back to the closing down of'mines, Were you ‘cénnedted” 







with ‘the Bankheed mine before it closed? 
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the only coal we could realize on was hard coal, and 
ag we got under greater coverjand further in and steeper 
depths it got softer and softer until the percentage of 
merchantable coal was very smell. 
Do you expect that property to be opened up again? 
No; not anybody that-knows anything about it, doesn't, 

Q In order to get new capital to go into coall mining in 
Alberta, what percentage return do you think would be a 
fair return? 

A Well, that is a rather herd question to answer, for this 
reason, that, suppose a uniform return which, on account . 
of the nature of things I don't think it is possible, if | 
we could have a uniform return every year would be one 
thing but where there are years where you ere poing to 
£0 back and other years where you have got to mske it up, 
you cannot figure, but if it could be brought to a uniform 
rate, somewhere about 15 or 20%, perhaps, t@king into con- 
sideration the risk connected with the business and all the 
things thet are liable to happen. There is the loss of 
the mine - every ton taken out of it is one ton less; 
there is coming a day sometime when that mine is going to 
be finished, even if everything is all right, andyog have. 
got to get your money that you put into it out of it before 
that happens, 

Q To come now to your own operation, where is your chief 
mar ket? 

A Well, it extends all the way from--that is, it used to,at 


Me eae one time - Pee Winnipeg to Vancouver; in fact, there was 
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Lewis Stockett 
One time that pretty much all the domestic coal that wes 
Mined, in Alberta was mined right here in this field and 
then it went everywhere but with the opening up of other 
Mines that has been cut down, curtailed, and, as far as 
Manitoba is concerned to-day there is very little of it, 
Q What is the cause of the loss of the Manitoba market? 
A Well, it is the price that we have to get for our coal here 
asycompered with the prices they can get from other places, 
Q What coal is chiefly competing? 
A A coel that comes up from the States largely and Souris, non- 
union mines in the Northern part of the}pr ovince, ad so on. 
What will be necessary to regain that Manitoba market? 
A We will have, to, be in & position to lower the price of our 
coal; if we saint to get it. 
Q Have you calculated how much in order to take the market? 
A Yes; generally speaking, if we could get the same scale 
here as they have at Blairmore and Fernie, I think we coulda 


get it back egain. 





COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Since when did you lose this market, Mr. 
Stockett? 

Oh, there was one time during the way we had it because 

they couldn't get coal from the States and then it began to | 
drop before that and it was a while during the wer they 
couldn't get coal from the States, we got headway and got 
ahead there again, but since that time it has been just 
ersdaually dropping off. | | | | 

If the wages dropped off in the States that would compel 
that? .. 
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Lewis Stockett 

A No, I believe not. 

Do you think it is any lack of business acumen on this 
Side? 

A No; I will have to say it for ourselves; nobody else will 
say it for us, just the same as I said for our foremen and 
our men; I think we can look after that thing. | 

Q How do you conduct your selling affairs? Have you a pri- 
vate selling agency? 

A We have twp general selling methods of selling coal; one 

| is on commission and the other by salaried men. I don't 
know just what you mean by private - - 

Q Well, I mean conduct your own selling agency? 

A Well, we have two ways of doing it. | 

Q How does it work out, on coiiission and what price, have 
you any idea? 

A Oh, 1 couldn't tell you that off-hand. I'd have to look 
that up a little. At Bho” tik I know the largest part was 
sold on commission. I don't know just how it does stand at 
the present time, maybe half and half, about, but I wouldn't 
say thet positively; I'd have to look that up. 
Any idea what the C.P.R. uses for themselves? 

A They use some of this coal through their stations but we 
don't use it for locomotives at all. 

Q You don't know whet perc entage of your .ppduction they 


would use themselves? 





A Oh, perhaps & tenth; I coulan't say that off-hand, either. 
THE CHAIRMAN; For what price does your coal sell Sr wiREs pee "tS the 
consumer? Be 
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Lewis Stockett 
A We have our price here at the mine and after that I don't 
know anything about it. Our price at the present day, the 
questionnaire gives it to you, I think it is $6,00. 






COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Where does the coal come from that competes 
with your coal in Winnipeg? | 

A Well, there is some coal from the States. 

I mean, wat part of the States? 

A They call it Youghiogheny, I believe, and Pennsylvanie 
coal and Ohio coal, I think, and West Virginia, and some 
other places, I don’t remember. 

“ Q Are any of these districts non-union fields? 

| Yes; and to answer that question of yours, Mr. Wheatley, 

I dian't think of it at the time; there has been a reduction 

of wages over in the States. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: In whet fiela, sir? 

| A At the non-union fields. 

Q Did they ever have any wages there worth while talking 
about? | 

A Well, I don't know whether they are what you call worth 
talking about but there has been a reduction there, I know, 
that is, it is much lower than the union field, 

Q Yes, I believe it is much lower, but I don't hear of any 
reductions; I ‘think they got at the ines long BO. 

THE CHAIRMAN: | You don't know wea t your coal retails for in reas 

A Ho, I don't. ei 

W Is shere sSAT ORS here that can tell us tha t?. 


A ae you would have to get that fron Winni pee. r ‘don't know 


' just vent at e but there is $6. ‘heve and I think you vars 
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Lewis Stockett 

some testimony of the freight rate at Calgary, hadn't you? 

Q I am not sure what the rate is from Lethbridee. We had it frou 
Calgary. The recapturing of the Winnipeg Market is quite 

one of the Most-dimportant things we héve to study and 

we are anxious to find what is necessary to do that. How 
does your coal sell against the Drumheller coals? 

A Well, fortunately for us, we can always get a little more 
money for it, otherwise we could not exist. 

They are selling at Phy Bo at the mine @eainst your $6.00? 

A Yes. , 

~Q And the chief competition in Winnipeg on quality seems to be 
the new domestic coke. 

A Of course, that is cutting into it, too. 

The rate from Lethbridge to Winnipers is only 4.70,accora- 

ing to this compilation we have. That would he 10.70 in 


Winnipeg. The Drumheller rate is 4,50 at the mine and 
De20, 9-70. 







A I don't think thet is right. 

COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: I think that is 5.20 from Calgary. 

THE CHA TRUAN: Oh¥es, Drumheller is 4.70,%00, so that the 1.50 differ-— 
ential is preserved, 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: We had it mentioned by a dealer in Calgery 

that there was a potential market in Montana for the 
Alberta lignite or domestic coal. Do you find that the case? 
A No; if there was, you bet we would have Ree ates there 

| before now. I can tell you about thet. “Phere. was a time 


when a great. deal of this coal used to go over into Montana, 





mh ths i e td ae 
1 4 . £ ie } 
P \ er ae 
Le a 
Nae » 
~& 


: ue pe 
: ee i 
2 _tteapass sine Be 


a) Be phy % ha viak “ty Rey ok CG an Wee 
90% t* nb sd creed $8 eter figtext oat to ynontte ed sees 


a 


Mee hi Spade we thiyow wen 
gost $i bad oW . 996 bauddt ot gor at eter ould tadw ewe ton 18 
j Pe Ce MCT 


etiup af $ oxxeat geq tst.2W orl to git iitqsse ed? ..yit8al 
poi HAM AP OE). at 
add to. eno... 


e f eet AS. “et 
woH .tadt ob of Lieog see. af tadw oat ot anotens ets i. 





pus ubite ot evad ow esaids asd toque 


conti us do aserih. it [egies 
fal 00. xl Loss ont Jantegs itee L809 TAN ‘a9ob- 
As aie 
erom elt it B uel aysuls fad ‘ow vet x0% lst anuds0t ae 
eee i ih SET GS 


alse fom ‘Dlnoo ow selwredo tt. 0% venom 


TO0.98 AHO fant sas sais ase ie 08 0888 to weattes ors vod? 
z $B AE te 
Ee of set 


ed oF aaloeg lien £O yoghan tt at “noid 1¢enae9 > toto oat bak 


Jo eg ‘aia 
ed ye ts. 


«9x09 ‘oltasaod won ‘edt 


Sehs 


008 at of at ganitoo at tady <eamoe 20 
Oe Spe Woke ie an x 
~h10008, ov «} Yino al yoq naw ot ‘oabl muddod aon _ tex od? 


fe wE a case 
at OV.OL ed b Low tad? .oved ow nod! eLiqsoo eid at of gat 
Bi RB BN A: 

has eittm oft to 08,d at ot st eleanor oot | -geq is i 
me ae 


atdght at teas stark d gob ie 
“yymaten wort ‘08. 3 at test ibs tf. 


a Rade ibe i SG ai a 


; oe <0 


s 


A ‘muti ge eno 
rk ! ee Ss 4: Bc 
~TONEES Bee eae ‘teds o@ 008, Ove ab relied _ ase: 


















4 
ata ¥ 


+a a 


ie 
ca 


te 












~974— 
Lewis Stockett 

There was & time before Northern Montana hed a domestic 

coal supply, the domestic coal was mostly in Southern 

Montana and they used to ship this coal over into Northern 

Montana but with the building of the Burlington road, mak- 

ing connection from Bouthern Montana to Northern lhiontana, 

they got their own supply of just &s pood coal as you have 

got here and @ great deal cheaper, so there is no hope over 

there of doing any busiess unless it Might be at one or 

two or just a few of the border towns. 

You are unable to compete with the coal produced in Montana? 
A No, not only with the cost of the coal itself but the 

EUarENt rates would be against us, too, nh ce 


rate 
THE CHAIRMAN: Well, there is no joint freight/, we were told, was 





the main Maauilae ; 

A Yes, there used to be @ joint freight rate but there is none 
at the present time; the Great Northern abolished that. 
He ve you mede any efforts to get such a rate? 

A Yes, it was taken up before the Montana Railway Commission, 
end the Montana Railway Commission wouldn't even order it. 
I think perhaps one of their principal reasons for it wes 
that they were not going to do something to develop the mines 
over here against their own Mines over there, 

Q You don't see any hope of developing a market there in Mon- 
tana? ood ? 

A No, none at all; I wouldn't waste any time on 1% 

COMMISSION eas ) I fi purea you would be some authority on it, Mr, 


Stockett, ‘as you are the nearest to it, 


A ag there was business over there to be done we would be 
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| Lewis Stockett 

Ovenethere doing it. 

Q Not that I am very keen, because I recognize also there is 
high rates there; if they can pay 7,89 a dey to their miners 
and still hold that field, it looks to me ag if there were 
more creditable methods employed than what there might poss- 
ibly be on this side? 

A No, I will tell you the real reason of that; that comes from 
the physical conditions of their Mines over there. Perhaps 
right now would be ag pood @ time to state that as any, The 
one reason why coal ig mined and sold cheaper in the /atatae 
than over here, it is largely and almost entirely on account 


of their physical conditions. They can mine two tons of coal 





over there for what one costs over here, 

TRE CHAIRMAN; Would you describe in detail the difference? 

A Well,. now, just take one gneve ta mine, the one I was 
familiar with, these mines in Montana that I ran for about 
ten years; we had a thicker seam; we hed a good roof that 
requirea very little or no timber; we had no p@s; we had 
very little water, only occasionslly a low spot we would have 
a little bit of water to pump out; the mines didn't require 
any particular maintenance. If we had an idle day over there 
we could almost lock the sar and let it stand until we 
were ready to go back to work again. And all those things 
are things which all help to mine the cofg1 much cheaper, and 
I know Mr. Drinnan here knows it, ‘ana I think perhaps Mr. 
Wheatley realizes it, and perhaps you, too, when you know it, 


that a mmx mine that is expensive to ee that has x0 


be maintained poe ae in the year wheter you work or not, 
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Lewis Stockett 
is what makes the thing expensive. If you have got a mine 
you have got to have a hundred men or more working there every 
dey keeping that mine in shape whether you mine a ton or 
coal or not, that is what makes it very expensive, because 


the days you are working anybody there is producing coal and 


helping to get it out ata profit but the days you are not 


working every dollar you spend is a doller gone, no chance 


of ever getting it back again. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Have you. figures along those lines verifying 






"Talk 


your overhead cost on idle days? 

No, 1 haven't got any figures in my head. 

It is a very vital thing to know, to know just what addition- 
al costs are to people like yourselves. 

I think our mines here perhaps next to the Fernie mines, with 
which Mr, Drinnen is familiar, are perhaps the second nost 
expensive mines in this field to mintain. 

Well, being so, 1 figured you would, mve something of a con- 
erete nature that could be. given. | 

Well, I couldn't tell you that off-hami. 

Is it possible to wark it out for the commission? 

Yes, it think it could be worked out. Itisa big expense 
every day and whatever the expense is it is money gone, . 

if you work topday.and make some money and lay idle tomorr ov 
and spend part of that and lay idle the second day and spend, 
the balence of it, you are thtee days gone. 

That was @ big factor in the United Stetes during the coal 


mines enquiry; they showed extraordinary losses where high 


maintenance was Pronounced, which was one daV's output on’ 
the week turnover, 
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which you sometimes have here? 
a ‘es, more than that at times. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Do you recollect what you sold that Montana coal for at 
the mine? 

A I was furnishing the railroad coal and we started in at 1.75 
a ton was what we got for it. 

Q And do you remember what scale of weges you were péying your 

day men then? 

A Oh, at that time, I think our miners were about 3.50. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What year was that? 
A Commenced in 1895 ana ended up in 1905, 
CoM Q 2.75 as far as I can recollect. 

A No, we paid our miners 3.50 a day there. 

THE CHAIRNAN:, By paying 3.55 a-ten to dey men you were able to 
froduce coal at 1.75 @ ton ? 

A Yes, and made some money and if we didn't work topday we all 
took a rest andno particular expense to maintain the mine 
or keep it up until we were ready to go back to work arain,. 

Q Going back now to the question of other markets, what about 
the Seattle market? , 

A We have shipped an odd car of coal or two down there but 
it is too far away from here to reach; they are surrounded 
by miges down there --- Do you mean Spokane or Seattle? 

Q® Well, it was the Seattle market the Drumheller men mentioned. 
What about the Spokane market, then? | 

A Well, we do ship some there, not a preat deal but we do 





r fey ¥ 7 i : 
i i Ta - ne * 
ee iy 88 5-5, Stier, 
‘ i oe EC wk. ale RS bey 


7 ier) ES TEN Aen - ‘0, POC LIe kD b's “are am 














ig rere oval dbaiinind ig iid ee 
‘eomtt #8 ee brat sak ee 





eet 


ROY 


08.8 tuods stew dtenmta cro sn kad vents Wed a8. "I ae 
a ereigd Ss fw wen haw ‘reastin 


.> 
‘f 
ie 
: te 
he 
If 
i= . 
t 

g 


- 9 toils eb 8 Ode. enn 10 Ate 0 . 


| o¢ elds oxew Hoy Aol sal ot wed-8 aa.e gntved ih 
"AEE © pod 8 aye ‘te ‘faoo cout dx 3 
Rite ow YSb gos tt0W jt ely: ow ti bas ‘yeti oto eben B08 ae 
} etin of mteatn Secs ot saneqce uafnotd tay on fri duet s toot 


PE atisaa sttow oF woad on ot ybaor ompw ow Sites qa #Y. apo so 
be ; 
ie Bande facdie ae moto to notteonp: edt of won oad + rege 


_ eta oaths a 











A 
Q 
A 
Q 





-978- 
Lewis Stockett 





Anything to be done to develop that market? 

About 411. their somal k Mined in the Western States I 

think comes to Spokane to be sold - I have hear d the 
expression used in Calgary about Winnipee being the dumping 
eround; I think Spokane is about even more so; there is 

the cofls of that Rosen field in Eastern Washington and it is 
& very good coal; it comes in there; coal comes from. Washine- 
ton, fron Wyoming and from Montana, and there is coal comes 
in from British Columbia and some little from Alberta, too, 
but it is & question of price. 

The other market that is mentioned as a possible market ig 
the Ontario market. Have you looked into. that? 

Yes, I heve looked into that. 

Wrat do you think abouts t? 

I don't ever. expect to sell any coal in Ontario, 


What freight rate do you think would be necessary for you 


AWHyNorm “Bs cB & O.2-"easc;~, 


toput your coal in Ontario? 

Well, that is something I don't go into myself; there are 
people know more about it than I do, but it is not only 
freight rate, it isthe cost of our coal here, too, and 
then it would be necessary - - not possible to,furnigsh 
coal where they have got mines within two or three or four 
hundred miles of them;.it doesn't look very. good. to start 
with, ) 

Well, the claim is made that there is a place in Ontario 
for our particular kind of coal among those who will learn 
to like it and use it. 


Oh, no doubt if they can get this coal downthere, the cost 
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of it in canparison with others and use it, but I don't 
think that is possible, 
Ags far as you new the C.P.R. are taking no part in this 
reduction of freight rates to Ontario? 
As far as I know but still, at the same tine, they might 
be and I wouldn't know it. 
Well, is there any direction in which you think we could 
look for extended markets? 
Well, the first thing with me would be to hold our own 
markets ; if we did that then we would begin to see if 
there is anything outside. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Which ded you call your own market? 


Well, Matitoba and part of Saskatchewan, 


THE CHAIRMAN: What about stmmer storage of coal? 


Well, there is some coals will storecand others won't; 
all I know about is our eax own cca}; I know we can store. 
it for one season well enough. 

Does that enable you to extend your working season? 

Yes, ascs@ rule we do store a lot of cc@l every summer; in 
the summer months we generally have two or three months 
pretty good wark in the summer time storing ccal. 

You s@y generally; what interferes with it? 

Well, lest year there was a strike interfered with it 
and this yee the Nae is such that we cannot do it. 

why can't you do it this year? 

Noboay mica will buy on what they consider a falling 
meee es we could do it at a certain price but we can't 


ay it at ‘dug present eer. 
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COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; Where there is a falling market in the 


domestic field? 

Well, they all expect to get their coal cheaper this 

coming season, } 
Yes, they are expecting it but providing there is no reduc- 
tion, there would be no less co@l bought, do you think? ? 
Well, they would buy from other places where they can buy 
cheaper, 

What other places? 

Take Winnipeg, from the United States. This coke they are 
mking, the Souris coal field and some of the non-union fields 


up in the northern part of the province, and souon. 


Q 





The Souris coal field has not had a reduction since we had 
one. How are they going to be a competitor? 
Well, they are because they have got conditions that they 


can mine the coal a great deal cheaper than we can here 


and they are so much nearer to it, too. 


They have always been @ competitor from that angle and 
there has been a reduction of men's wages here since then 


and not in the Souris fields. 


But they did not have the increases down there that they 


had here, 

Oh, but when when the wages were high they were competing 
just the same and held their marke t. 

Well, naturally mines only two or three hundred miles away 
from a market, naturally they have got an advantare, 


You don't consider it is a serious competitor with your 


fuel here, the quality of your field? 
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It is a competitor, yes. 
Serious? 
Yes, it is one of the many things that go to make it serious. 
You would not propose your men would get a reduction of 
wages anything like they have in the Souris field, would you? 
No, I wouldn't ask them to. 


Cn 


THE CHAIRMAN: How many days,in a year is the most you have worked, do 


A 


you remember? 


There was one year I think we worked 303 days. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: 1918? 


A 


Maybe, I.can tell you in a minute, 1 don't remember off-hand. 
I know there, is one.year - it is so. seldom that a mine is 
ahdilae work every day in tos year that yeux when you do do 
it you kind of pat yourself on the back and m@ke a note of 
it. I have only done it on two other oesasions besides this 
one in my life ee I. think I made a note of it here (refer- 
ring to note book).. Perhaps I didn't, Is it on that question- 


naire? 


THE CHAIRMAN: This.only. goes. back to 1921, 


A 


Here it is;I have got it; that was 1918, 


COMMISSIONER. WHEATLEY:. I, guessed so, Mr. Stockett. . I presume that would 





be c&@leulated to be a successful year, from the mining point 
of view? 

Oh, yes, no doubt about, it, 

Could you mak e a@ comparison between that year and owe of 
these years from 1921 on, say as to show the difference 

by continuous work against the idle time? 
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Well, it is a matter of getting at the overhead costs fof 
idle time, 
Oh, I couldn't tell you that off-hand. 
I don't suppose you could give it toousshdéw. Coulda you 
give us that information to make a comparison? 
Well, I believe all questions of costs and so forth are to 
go to the Chairman. 
Well, it is a matter of comperisons; if you would give us 


comparisons of days worked - 


THE CHAIRMAN: I see, since you have given us these returns - in 1921, 


= D 


& 


No.6 mine was idle 97 days, No.3 mine was idle 107 days; 
1922, 146 and 150 days respectively; 1923, l12sdays and 

189 days. 

1923 there was a long strike. 

'22 is the strike. 

I marked that there, I think. 

But in 1923 No.6 mine was idle 112 days (reading from 
return).... you worked more or less 193 days. Have you 

any suggestions for lengthening out that working seasony, 
any suggestions we might investigate? 

As & rule we work more than that here and norméally I think 
that we would wark more than thet. Take some other years, 
without going back to that 303 days,which was abnormal; 1920, 
for instance, we worked 278 days; 1921 you have g£ot. 

How many days? : | . 
Yes, 209 wasn't it? | : 

Yes; in the one mine. Well, have you any suggestions as to 


the way in which that could be lengthened aut? 
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Well;-I don't know so much of the question of lengthening 
it out as preventing it from getting less. For instance, I 
know that this year we are going to work less than we have 
before normally and the reason of it is that the price of 
coal hag got such that we cannot dispose of any preat amount. 
From your point of view, wouldn't a sumaer freirht rate for 
the off season of the railroads when they are not busy with 
erain, a speciel freight rate say to Winnipeg for June, 
July and August - would that help you? 





There was something of that kind once, I think, but I would 
| have to Look that up'to be certain about it, but it wasn't 
taken advantage of, I don't think, to any great extent. Do 
you remember about that, Drinnan? Wasn't there some ship- 
ment? | 
COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: . Yes, it involved the dealer storing a stock and 
he wouldn't take that chance. 
A I know it was tried and I think results were suchvthat they 
didn't care about trying it again but the details of it I 
don't. remember. 
THE CHAIRMAN:..You don't know how: long.ago that was? 
A No, I,couldn't:- 
MR, YOUNG: 1921. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Did you store mych coal in that year, Mr. 
Stockett? 
A You,have the figures there.» Perhaps I could tell from that, 
Let me see that so I can refresh my memory. I can't remember 


Bll of these yea s.. Yes, I should judge we did because our - 
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tonnage was pretty high that year and,yes, we were working 
steadily in June, July and August. Yes, we stocked coal 
that year. 
THE CHAIRMAN: We have been told that the competition from American 
coals is brought about by them accumulating large stocks 
at the head of the Lekes and then dumping the surplus into 
Ganade. Is there no way in which the Canadian mines or coal 
dealers could meet them with a somewhat similar process? 
That would mean selling the coal at a lower rate, would Lt? 
Well, take this case of @-continuous operation in the summer 
time, if you hed a cheaper freight rate from the railway and 
if you yourselves would finance it the way the American 
dealers do so that you are not asking the Winnipeg dealer 
to buy the coal, couldn't you put a stock into Winnipeg on 
a cheap rate and keep your mine working in the summer months? 
A Well, that ig generally what we do do; we finance it ourselves. | 
We don't ask the dealers or anybody else to fivance it; we | 
finance it ourselves, but not only Winnipeg alone but every- 
where, put in & pretty good stock of cml in order to keep 
working two or three months. If you look over some of those 
statements you have got, some of our best wark has been done 
in the summer time; but to do that you have got to ruarantee 
the prices. If coal is going to sell cheaper next winter 
that coal will be sold at a loss. 
Q I would like your opinion on:a number of suggestions that 
have been made to us. Here are some suggestions that have 


been made to us and I would like to get your opmment on them. 


(Reading) Now, then, the actual suggestion they make is: 
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ee Ps ecssa be. for. the Government to 
granted and leased coal in the province and 


J 


ut to, the 


Then areas future leaseholders to a very limited number in 


each field, under conditions that. would keep the size of the 


oe production machine in proper relation’ to the demand ana eliminate 


waste, The compensation payable to proprietors on the, basis of 
present values would not be large considering the benefits to be 
obtained, If the Commiwsion thinks this is going too far, sug- E 
gest action along the following lines: First, Withdraw from lease 
deposits still in Crown except af ¥echmmended after due inquiry ii 
by a public officer ana on conditions requisite to prevent any — 
increase in present difficulties,” 

Would you think it wes desirable to prevent the oer he ae c 


new mines in some aueh way? | 


No, I thoroughly believe. in sduvdittion and.if.you do that Jeu rea 
cut out competi tion, 


“Secondly: Require & license from such offier as a condition : 
. precedent to proprietors, or lessees of toal lands, or, Cheir, o 
“transferees or sub-tenants opening up new mines,” 4 


That is the same thing, practically, .So you,don'’t think, it 
would be of any assistance to the eae to prevent the °* 
opening of.new mines? ' 


No, I don't, think it would... he Ga fe ee 


COMET SSTONR WHEATLEY: Is there nota daided of thea mines eetting . 


together. to aeutwin a price, that sould compensate them for. so 
their. sill workings, and thereby assist. the lerger producers. 
at the same time? a | | , 
No,- 1I.don't know that T anite.undepetood you. Do you mean oe 
these larger mines would.eet together, to increase the price? 
No, the smaller ones would do so end, would help. the Lercer ones, 


I think thet hasbeen the case.a couple of, times that they. an. ‘i 


wor k. mbes, ae aes done... 
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BY Lewis Stockett 

RHE CHA RMAN: Just coming to that point, this suggestion is for 
government action to prevent the opening of new mines. Some 


suggestions also have been made that the mines already in 





existence should merge and so cut down the number of opera- 
tions. What do you think about that? 

A Well, the experience of a couple of mergers I know about is 
that it increased the wice of coal instead of decreasing. 

Q Could you tell us about the ones you know? 

A Well, the first one I know about is one back in the anthra- 
cite coal fields of Pennsylvania when I first started to 
work, During the Civil War in the United stetes, the 
‘anthracite field was practically the only coal fields largely 
opened up there and where they were depending largely for 
their supply of coal.,6n eccount of the demands of the govern- 
ment wanting it to be done there wes very preat development 
down there and @ great many mines opened up and some people 
made a good deal of money out of it; others didn't, it 
was lost. The result was after the war was over and things 
got back to normal there was @ big over-development and 
about that time the bituminous fields in the States began 
to come to the front and cut into the thing further. These 
were largely individual operators or small companies up to 
that time, or companies of three or oe or six millions 
at the nost; they were/eetting into difficulties ana got 
broken and their mi nes would be clogine up. The raiiroad 
companies, wh o were “depending upon this tonnage largely 
for their revenue, sew if their reilrosds wer @ going to si 
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seth. in | existence they v woulé have to do shear to ane 
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this tonnage going so they commenced buyingyup the mines 
and operating them themselves, with the result that the 
mines there, or the biggest portion of them, were in the 
hands of - oh, I don't remember exactly - seven or eight 
different railroad companies. Then, outside of that, there 
were what was called the individual operators and for a while 
that straightened things up a little but more and more mines 
commenced being opened and bituminous fields from other 
‘places commenced chtting quite a fipure and she thing commenced 
getting from bad to worse again and it was only afterwards 
when J. P. Morgan, through his interests in these railroads, 
got them all together that they have been made practically 
another merger;now the courts are dissolving them as fast 
and they can and petting the thing straightened up some, 
Of course, in that abei/ tier’ is a limited amount of anthracite 
isn't there? 
Yes, that would help it out. The anthracite coal at 
Pennsylvania is all known now and all opened up and they know 
just where they are on that point. 
Do you know of any attempted merger in bituminous mines? 
Yes, I was connected with one in Illinois; in fact, that is 
what I went there to help to get GAeE) te bought up 74 
properties within about fifty miles of St. Louis; to be in 
the st, Louis market, md we cut those down to about 35 work- 
ing mines, I believe, and for @ while everything was all 
right. The reason we were able to buy these mines was because 


the parties who had them before were all in difficulties 


and Pee enn SO on. ‘After the merger wag completed, 
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for a few, maybe two or three years, it wasn't very lone, 
things were going along fairly well but there was a crop of 
new Mines c@me in and the money we had paid for these old 
Mines was used to open up the new mines to compete against 

our own Mines and the lest case was worse than the first. 

That company afterwards went into the hands of the receiver 
and the lest war coming along I guess put them on their feet 
agains however , they have got nothing like the number of mines 


they had at that time. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; Such a situation as that could not apply in this 


A 


> 2D 





country where the government owns the resources? 

Well, now, it might be well to get some accurate figures on 
that ag to whether the Government does own the resources. There 
is & whole lot of it that they don't, I know. I know it ig 
generally spoken of that way but I think if you would pet the 
actual figures you would find they don't; anyhow, whatever 

the figures ere, there is sufficient of it in other people's 
hands now for them to go ahead and open up mines. 

You s@id there was an over-development in those fields, in 
your experience? 

Yese 

Would you say there was over-development in Alberte to-day? 

So far as I stated those figures - as far as the steam mines 
are concerned, 1 don't think there is. 

Would you s@y there is an over-developmamt in the domestic 
Tie tee | 

No, I’ don't know that I would say that there is either because 


_ I think there is another reason. There ig more opened up 





_Stedootd alwed 
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right now than the market will take but the trouble ig the 
market and the reason for theo toh account of conditions 
we have here. Our coal is so high-priced that other concerns 
get away with our nia ket If we could hold our own normal 
market, I don't know that we would have such an over-develop- 
ment. I know some people think there is over-development 

in the domestic field because they see some Mines are only 
working five or six months of the year, I don't think it is 
possible for them to work twelve months of the year. It is 
coal that will only be used in the winter and the mines will 
only work at that time, 


COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: ‘You are speaking of the domestic market being 


&@ purely seasonal market? 

Yes; largely a seasonal market, yes; and. to say that because 

&@ man worked a hundred days this véex if they could work 

steady they would produce three times as much coal ig all- 
right, but if they produce more than they could use what is 

the advantage? They have to meet the demand the time the demand 


is on. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Comparedthathwitht1918, how do you compare that? 


Well, I think that was largely on account of the wat ana 
the coal not coming from the States, | 
There was a market then for @ummer trade? 

There was for our particular mine but there wasn't for all 
of them, 


What could be done to work that up apain? Evidently it is all 


‘right, it isn't altogether a seasonal trade, the fact you 
! could sell coal all that year, 
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Well, bec@uge we ean do it at this one mine for some reasons 
that does not necessarily follow it can be done in the 

whole field. You have some conditions here in that respect 


that the rest of the people have not got. 





‘THE CHAIRMAN: So many people assume there is an over-development and 
that some sort of merger in some of the fields would be a cure. 
That is why we are interested in your experience of mergers. 
. A A merger, I think, would be inclined to result in the increased 
| cost of coal and if we were the only place Mining cosl that 
might be all right but the minute the mwice goes up @ll these 
outside places then would ceme in meregand more. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Well, Mr. Stockett, you mentioned just nowcethe 
| Souris coal field. They have merged into a selling pool 
and you see how they are making progress. Do you think that 
és one of the reasons for it, the pooling of their interests 
and selling much cheaypr? 
A I think it comes mostly from their being able to sell chea pr 
and being near the market. I wag told since that testimony 
was given you at Calgary the other day that that pool down 
at the Souris field is about going to pieces, in fact, will 
gO to pieces, 
Q Well, we have information that it has been working successfully. 
But there is nothing definite that it will go to pieces; it may. 
A Well, the reason that it will is because one of the largest 
Mines down there wasn't in and it was. thought it would not be 


continued. 






THE CHARMAN: Well, you have given wyour experience on mergers of mines. 
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Lewis Stockett 
What about selling pools? Do you know of any of those in 
the States? 
Wall, I have never been connected with any of them, no, ana 
I have generally steered clear of them. I managed up to date 
to keep out of gaol end I want to try to finish my life that 
way; but most of these pools are illegal and liable to get 
into trouble. | 
WHEATLEY: How @bout the wheat pool? Are they on that thin ice, 
too? 
I don't know; I am not bothering about them, 
surely a similar pool to sell coal would not be any more 
illegal than to sell wheat? 
Even over in the States we hear one part of the Government 
advising the people to form pools and then when they do form 
pools another part of the Government turns around ana prose 
cutes and puts them in peol. 
I think our laws are a little bit broader than theirs. 
And, then, I have never been in a position where pooling 
would help me any. I can generally hold my own, and to £0 
into a pool would be simply giving away some of mine to 
help some other fellow. 
That is what we found at Drumheller, I believe, that those 
that were opposed to us were afraid they were going to hand 
something to the others but I would'élso say & majority ~~ 
sentiment seemed to favor a pool in Drumheller section, 
Of course, I don't know what they did except what was in the 


newspapers ; I gee some are for it and some apainst, 
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Q You don't think it coulda be made a success? 
A No, 1 don't think so because the outside owners would come in 
on the thing and knowing just where the pool stood and just 
where their price was, they knew just exactly what to figure 


against and just how much cheaper they have rot to sell 





| their coal to get in underneath it and get business and so on. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Can you suggest any kind of action that the coal producers 
of Alberta could take jointly to recapture the Winnipege market? 


: 
; 
, 


specifically and generally to enlerge the market? 
| : A I think.the bottom of the whole thing is to be able to mine 
fs) coal ata price that you can get into these markets, get 
into you natural and legitimate markets and be satisfied 
with those markets, because the minute you. strain out to £0 
into other markets Sat off then you have got to do it at a 
lower price and so on. If you c@nnot make any money on a 
ton of coal I believe you might as well let it stay in the 
eround, 
Q A reduced freieht rate would accomplish your purpose, wouldn't 
it? | 
A Yes. 
Q Do you think the freight rates are too high, compared with 
other commodities? . 
A | Well, I am very willing to leave that to other people who 
know more about it than I do.. If they say they cannot make 
lower freight rates I will take their word for it because I 
don't know anything at all about it. 


f 2 va et) 


Q . We feel we are drawing on the experience of the oldest-ana 


‘most experienced operator in coal mining we have yet had a 
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chance to question and I am anxious to get any suggestion 

and comment you can make on any of these matters, 

Well, it might be the longest, I don't know if itis the 

soundest, | 

1, personally, am sort of feeling itiis. 

The history of all fields, as far as I have gone through them, 

is they all have their ups and downs and these things gener- 

ally right themselves in time, and I don't know if there 7 

anything you can do quickly to do it. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: I must say, as I view it, those seanie. some of 


them, who are favoring these pools, hav possibly been com- 
pelled to ship on consignments thet have been great losses 
to them . They are in direct touch as producers with these 
losses, I was wondering if you lose in that manner, too, 
or do you know of such losses? 

No, we don't; we are not up against that to the extent of 
one ton; we never ship any coal on consignment, neither do 
we Sit > any coal we don't get our money. 

Some of the others have a different story to tell. 

Yes, I believe that is the case. I think the remedy for 


that is right with themselves. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Have you looked into the matter of the so-called dumping 





off American coal? 

No, I haven't looked into it; I neve heard of it and hear. 
what other people said about at I aon't know anything 
anaes it myself. 


7h your reply as to your views on avin of Sonsel tative 
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and arbitration, you state they have not been of much 
use so far as coal mining is concerned, 

A Well, does anybody question that? 

Q Well, last year there was @ seven months’ strike, which 
seems & very expensive and laborious way of arriving at a 
certain result. Is there no way in which that process of 
arriving at a result can be shortened? 

A They have not been able to devise any yet, as fer as I know. 
I don't, Those that have been in the field here from the 
star t and are acquainted with the boards of conciliation 
that we have had here in this field, I think, perhaps will 
agree with that statement of mine, that they have not been 
of much use as far as cml mining is concerned. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: To what do you attribute tha t? 

A Well, you have a board sad they make an award and unhess 
both sides accept it it, is not compulsory on anybody and 
you cannot make it compulsory on anybody, and if neither 
side takes it you ate just where you were before, 

COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Why blame the Board? 
| A I am not blaming the Boerd, 
Q Why hasn't it been successful? | 
A Well, isn't that correct? The Board dia the best they could. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; Can you suggest how they could be improved? 


A No, I couldn't; there are @ preat many wiser Xk men than I 


: 
| 


have worked on it and they don’t seem to be able to arrive 
at any solition. This board here was supposed to be one 


solution of it but &t evidently isn't, | 
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THE CHAIRMAN: Well, now, at the end of seven months an agreement is 
made, What prevented that agreement being made at the ena 
of one month? 
A The two parties could not see alike on the thing, 
Well, was it possible that they didn't know enough of the 





actual conditions? Is it possible that further information , 
actual information as to the situation would not shorten a 
she struggle of that kind? 

A I think that is one of the ideas in that conciliation board, 
it is enlightenment and further knowledge and meking public 
opinion, which has a great deal to do with it, but it seemed 
to take them seven months to work through. | 

Q It certainly would be desirable if something could be done 
to shorten struggles of that kind, wouldn't it? 

A It would be more desirable to prevent them altogether, A 
strike is of no benefit to anybody that I know of. 

Q Well, after fif ty years' experience, have you any sugprestions 
to make on that mbject? 

A No, I cannot s@y that I have anything that would be of any 
practical value, 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What have you to say to a suggestion of this kin, 

it has been proposed that prior to a stoppage of that kind 

some well informed body wont enquire into the facts and make 
them pub}idand leave it at that. What effect would it have 
on the operators and the miners?» or o° 


A Well, that was largely theory and at) idea of the new Act 
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Q But, Mr. Stockett, the new Act comes in after the stoppare 
takes place. If an investigation came into effect prior to 
the likelihood of amy stopyare would not that be a better 
proposal? 


ee 


A Well, if I remember right, uhder the new Act they are not 


7 
j 


supposed to stop until it has been investigated. 

Q Well, if it was a c@se of our agreements expired, in the 
Mine Workers, they are generally called in after that time, 
not before, hag been the CASE. 

A Both parties are supposed to get together; thirty jews is 
not perhaps enough, it ought to be a little more, before the 
agreement expires and get together and inform each other 
of dondi thane and so on, 

Q Oh, that is tnat our two selves but if an independent body 
was to enquire into the facts and publish them would they 

(2) govern those two parties thatcmeet at that time to better 
adventare? 

A It should but whether it would or not, I don't know, 

Q Of course, I am like Mr, Evang; I would like your views on 
this thing and I feel they are very desirable, It has been 
suggested to the Board, es least we have opinions expressed 
On various matters, that we have reviewed, that suceesta | 
avenues of this kind to check the beginning of strikes. 

A Doesn't this last enendnent to the Lemieux Act cover that 
feature? IMs 


THE CHARMAN: No. re ‘Wheatley’ s suggestion is not a conference of 







the | two per ties but an altogether outside sais teservi gs 


es and ‘publication of the facts, 
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I may not have it right but I think the last amendment 
to the Lemieux Act is that there cannot be any change 
until after there has been an investigation by a Board 


under that Acts 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Yes, that is the 014 Act. 
‘That would practically be - you could get the information 
‘and both parties - - 


such &@ thing has never been done. 


No, I know it hasn't. 


COMMISSIONER TRINNAN; Could it be done unless it was made compulsory? 


I didn't get your question. 
Unless both parties were compelled by law? 
Well, I don’t think that is possible, either. 


THE CHAIRMAN: The whole gist of that American Commission's report was 


in favor of compulsory publicity as a means of checking 
these things, One of their recommendations reads; "This 
Commission does not advocate publicity about private affairs 
but it holds that the transportation of coal in inter-state 
commerce = -" - - they are trying to use Interstate Commerce 
Commissions because it ig the only power they have to repu- 
late things of that kind- "is so affected that with a 
public use and that coal enters so intimately into all the 
necessities and conveniences of modern life that there is 

no longer any private right to secrecy as to such mtters 


as costs, profits, wage rates, and working and living. con- 


ditions," And so they advocete that there should be 


complete publicity through a continuing body not called into 


existence for the purpose of settling actual disputes baé 
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for continuous information, and that is their suggestion 
&@s to minimizing disputes. . They think disputes proceed 
| and 

lergely 68° wrong information on both sides/that is the only 

cure they suggest. 
A Oh, there is a tendency that neither side will believe the 





| other, I know that, 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Well, isn’t there often in the cage of the mining 
industry where each side is at variance with the matter 
submitted, with the evidence submitted to each other? 

A Yes. Even after they get the evidence they don't always 
agree on it. 
Q For that reason an independent tribunal could render a more 
unbi@sed decision or finding, 
ok Well, the next point would be, how would you make that 
effective if the decision is such and the economic conditions 
are such that the decision won't allow that Mine to work? 
How are they going to work? Or, if the decision is such that 
the men don't agree with it and won't work on it, how are 
you going to mke them work? | 
THE CHAIRMAN: Well, there is no suggestion here of attempting compulsory 
awards at all, They think that has failed but they do sugeest 
full publicity and this also is taken from the American uy rere 


at) 
af 


"On the @vVelof the presentation of the report the Bi tansu awe 


Operators special pcan s tag submitted a plan for the collection 
and publicity of accounts on a voluntery basis. {This plan 

represents suc h a substantial and eratifying development sae 
opinion eA eete the eee that the Commission heantily 
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of the Government through which it might be carried out. 
Pending the enactment by Congress of a law to provide for 
complete and compulsory publicity, this plan of aan eee 
reports would furnish much of the information required for 
the Bituminous industry, and would this bridge over the period 


between the close of the present commissionb investigation 





and the beginning of the permanent system of fectefinding 
and reporting recommended by it." Now, that is as far as 
they got along the road of trying to find some cure for 
these disputes, 

A Well, I don't know, I am sure, whether it would have any 

effect or not. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: It would eliminate that contention that we have 
that each side is contending he is right and nobody knows 
the facts, would it not, Mr, Stockett? 

A Well, if they could get somebody on the both«sides who’ they 
would have some confidence in and that when he pave the 
facts bothcsides would accept them as facts, that ourht to 
help them to get together, yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What about the other matter that is somewhat related, of 
joint advisory councils where the operator uses the accumu- 
lated experience of workmen’ to consult with him on matters 
pertaining ‘to the operation of ‘the mine. Have you any exper- 
ience with those? . 

A Well, I used to pet the accumulated experience of my workmen 
without having to have any board or council and was governed 

largely by it, too. 

COMMISSIONSR WHEATLEY: (On what,eeneral.. practice? 
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A As a rule I don't think that would work out very well. You 
have got to have some one head to a thing. If too many people 
got Stntaalee rule they are not run, 

THE CHAIRMAN: You want to throw the emphasis on the word "advisory". 

I don't think it is ever intended to remove the responsibility 
of actual management, 
the 
A I think/successful mine managers as a rule keeps himself 
pretty well posted on that line. I know I have got many a good 
idea right from my own men, 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Are you afraid of it becoming a dictatory council? 
fe a I would be afraid of that, yes. 

THE CHATRMAN: What about the Mines Act? Have you any comment on the 
present Mines Act? 

A ; believe I did make one comment there (referring to Question- 
naire). 

Q If I remember, it was about the fortnightly pay. You suggest 
that shouldcbe changed back to the geiiinonthly pa y?: 

A Yes; there is something that can be done that would be an 
advantace and not any particular disadvantage, I don't 
think, aes I was @ workman myself at one time and my pay 
was @ very necessary institution to me, that the difference 
between twenty-six pays a year and twenty-four pays make 
any difference so far as he is concerned, and it does make a 
big difference with the mine's operations, end one of them is 
right there in front of you. I guess you find fault with 
some of these operators about being a little longer mmx in 


getting in the statements, and that ig one of the reasons 
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Lewis Stockett 


is done on the monthly basis and all our accounts are handled 
on the monthly basis and the pay rolls are four weeks, don't 
fit the months, and in ordervto make an adjustment so as to 

get them around in monthly accounts, it is 4 lot of work and 
considerable of a nuisance, and it might Be said that it 

would not make any difference if it was any real benefit to 

the others but I must say that I cannot see the benefit to | 
any workman as between twenty-six pay days in & year and twenty- 
four pay days in a year. 

Is part of the reason the desire to have it on a Saturday? 
Well, they are paid Saturday now. 

Yes, but do you suggest paying on the 15th and the 30th or 
31st? 

I think we used to pay on the Saturdays, before, but the pay 
rates were made up to twive a month. 

That means four times a year they would go three weeks between 
peys, doesn't it? 

No, because those three weeks are divided over the whole year; 
¥his way it would be 28 days and we will take 30 days & month, 
there is two days there, it will be two days twelve times a 
year, 

No, but I think it makes four times when they go three weeks, 
if you pay saturdays. | 


No, under the old system we used to pay twice a month, the 


to 
lst sm&/the 15th, and the 16th to 30th or 31st, and then the 


Mines Act fixed up this; I cannot tecall them right now 
although I helped fix them at the time. 


How long does it take to ub four pay rolls after the end - 
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Lewis Stockett 
dn our particular case we start 4a right in and it gives us 
all we can do to get them ready to make the pay. 
Every second Saturday you payuup till when? 
Priday night. 
Of the week before? 
Of the week before, I think it is. 
So it takes you. the eight days to make up your payroll? 
Yes; I think if I'd show you one of those payrolls you 
would realize what it meant. We are continually making pay- 


are 
rolls at our);place. We/no,sooner, done with one than we start 


in with another one.Thisiis costing us something because we 


had to have an extra clerk at the mines and had to have an 
extra clerk at the general office on account of it. However, 
if that was any real benefit to the men perhaps we would 
sey we would let it stand but I must say that I cannot see 
where it is any henethe. to them and.it certainly would be a 
big convenience, to aks have to keep a@:set of accountsss on 
the two different bass. You can realize what that means, 


yourself, 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; -The,men-contend-it would-be a ereater conven- 


ience, to them,too; if you would pay them every week. 


Ho, I don't think so; they are better off without it. They 


would be better,off in the long run if they weren't @ id so 


often. 


‘some of the operators complain when they paid on the 15th 
| andthe last day,of the money, coming in between the satur- 


days, it threw some,of their men idle, the steff wasn't 
usly working, 
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Lewis Stockett 


We used to pay on Saturdays then, too. Didn't we, Drinnem? 


under the old system? 








COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; It has been changed two or three times. 

| A I think we paid on Saturdays even then. 

Q. It has been changed several ways but this seems to be the 
Only satisfacta y mthod. that has been applied so far. , 

COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Even when $hey paid by the month payday was on 

| the Saturday. ; 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Some of them pay on the 15th and 30th repardless 

of the day; that was not satisfactory. 

‘THE CHAIRMAN: Afly other suggestions about the present Mines Act? 

A No, that is the only suggestion I had to make and I hope 
you will give that due consideration, as they say. 

Q... We will get the views of. the men on it, too. The suggestion 
has been made. 

" COMILTS STONER WHEATLEY: Speaking on the matter of wages, there is an 

inference that wages are lower at your mine for contract men 

than even trapper boys; there ere contract mimrs at your 

mine paid lower wages than trapper boys, a matter of 710% 

not getting their minimum wage according to the scale. 

: A Are they putting that in as<evidence? 

Q Yes. 





If it is just hearsey I won't pay any attention to it but 


if they put it. in as evidence I will show just exactly what 
ite ‘oon, 

‘THE CHATRMAN: I was going to go over this, Mir, Stockett, ae 
COMMISSION WHEATLEY: What percentare of your men are below the minimum 
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Lewis Stockett 
You have got it right there in front of you. 
Yes, I have 70 per cent, 
No, you haven't, 


Are there any? 





a A It is right there; you don't have to do any guessing. 
THE CHAIRMAN; 

9 The Income Tax Returns were left in Hdmonton in the office 
to be worked over and those other attachments must have 
been left, too. You s@y you have a copy at the hotel? 

A I think I have, yes,sir. That gives specific information so 
there is no use of generalizing on the thing at all. 
Q We will leave that point until morning, if you have it, Mr. 
Stockett. 
oops A&oy cAlL right, sit. } | 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Well, if we cen have that in the morning, lr, 


: - gtoekett... Are there any men less than the minimum wage? 
A There are some men that meke less than minimum wage, yes, 
and I guess that.is true of mmyx not only our mine but a 
great many other mines, t00. 

Q It is not. true of the mine where I work, Why shoulda it 
be. true here when it is not in line with the contract 
signed by yourself? 
| A Because we héve our own minimum wage clause here. 

Your own minimum wage clause? _ 
A The minimum wage clause does not apply and when the seam 
gets thinner, and soon, it is fixed in the agreement what 


is to be paid for... 







Q Is there fitty ee cent. avant It is intimeted there is more 
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Lewis Stockett 


A I will give you those figures tomorrow, exactly. 
Have you any different minimum ware clause to this, Mr, 
Stockett, (reading) "When a miner's ..,...+. @ fair day's 
work, provided, however, &G...e" Have you anything differ- 
ent - - 

A Is that a copy of the apreement? 


Let me see it, please, 





THE CHAIRMAN: Perhaps Mr, Livingstone might be able to discuss the de- 

tail of these things to us. 
A Vocen tell you about it in @ moment, (Reads) "Abnormal 

conditions ..% that is 34¢, I think it is, -- 

| COMMISSIONER TRINNAN: 32  ( 3353/4). , 

: i aac "3- 3/4¢ extra for each inch will be peid." 

“ COMATSS TONER WHEATLEY: Quite so, and providing he has not made wages 

under that corrected rate, the minimum wage still applies? 


A No,that fixed the rate there for an abnormél place. 


2 


Yes, but it may be that his colis hard or some other 

deficiency, apert from the lowering of the place, that 

will affect it? 

A The only abnorhal places we have in our mine, where it is 
stated that where it works out to where itis less than 
four feet s 

Q What is the reason, then, the men earn such Low wages? 

They are surely not abnoruel wages. f anne yoa& say eae 

now they are > highclass men 


A ‘There are acu. ots them thet earn good wages; there are 


some that don't, thet do earn Low Wages; that is true 






not only 8% our wing but true ea There are 
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Lewis Stockett 

always some that earn less wages than the others. Perhaps 
one reason for it is that we are an older mine, one of the 
Oldest of the districts, and we have got ekaer employees 
here than perhaps some of the other mines and there are 
some of those men that can't do &s much work as they used 
to. 
Well, if is the man that is abnormel, then, not the place? 
Well, if you call an old.men an abnormal man, why, 1 
suppose he igs abnormal. 
You must have 70 per cent. of old men, then. 


You are wrong on those figures. I won't discuss them at 





all until we get them here, 
» THE CHAIRMAN: We will get the figures here first, 
| A Iwill discuss the fipures with you but I am not going to 
| discuss assumed figures or generalities. / 
Q What about the Workmen's Compensation Act, have you any 
suggestions to make with reference to it? 
A I did make a suggestion there, I think, - or did I? I have 
forgotten, 
No, you said, "No, in reference to that, 
A Well, the Workmen's Compensation Act -~ this is ola history, 
perheps sppe of you are familiar with it and some of you are 
not. The first coal commission that sat in this province, 
I was one of the members on it. Judge sifton, myself ana 
& Miner by the name of Harrigon, I think, from Coleman, ena i 


I think it wes on our recommendation - at least, I don't know 







whether it was our recpmmendgtion or. not, but at least we > 


recommended a Workmen's Compensation Act and, personally, I 
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Lewis Stockett 
believe in a Workmen's Compensation Act and I, think the 

nost e& coal operators do as a rule but I think there is a 
feeling setting among them that the rates are too high; they 
have been increased right along and, of course, the theory 
of compensation is that the industry should pay for it. That 
is perfectly correct, too, but, at the same time, if the 
rates are made too high it can after a while commence to be 
burdensome, If there is any change made at all in the Work- 
Men's Gompensgation Act, I would say thet the rates should be 
made lower or perhaps @ flat rate instead of a percentage 
rate. 


A number of the men we have seen so far think they would 





prefer a flat rate compensation. Do you think that is 
probably a good- - ? 
A I think perhaps probably it would be. I know the original 


Act was a flat rate. 


a 


COMMISSIONER DTRINNAN: Why was it changed, do you know? 


a ——— 


A Oh, I don't think that would take very much guessing, - 
politics. 
On whose. suggestion? 
A Oh, 2 suppose it aus t have com from the miners, I don't 
know - the Trades & Labor Council, was it, Frank? | y 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY:A General request from the workmen, it was, but at 
that time much higher wages were being made when that denand 


wes Bade and there was ® loss through the flat rete; there was 








a higher rate etwem coming to the men. , However, there isa 
contusion rae , 3 ) | 


geutention, I will agree with yourself, over these percentage 
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ss basis and the period over which it is spread and there is © 
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& sentiment growing that they would rether have a flat rate . 
We are feeling opinions out on that matter and they seem 
to go very strongly that way, end I am rather surprised to 
tien you make that comment, that you prefer a flat rate. You 
get it from the men, I presume? 

A I believe it has been said, and that the fisures are right, 
that the Alberta compensztion is a higher compen sation than 
is paid anywhere, not only on the perventage but on the min- 
imums, and I believe one of the burdens to the industry, 
because we have not got established yet and all those things 
count, © 

B Do you know what they ere paying in Alberta? 

= No, but I have seen fipures, 

Q Gityegiata-- 625 per cent. 

| A The percentage, but then there is a nexium in Ontario and | 

: ours is greater here, haut get those figutes from somebody 

2 that is better posted than I an, 

: Oh, yes, thank you. I was wondering if you knew. 

| A lam just speaking generally, 

Q But you say this is the highest - we ere only 623 percent 

ag against Ontario's 66-2/3, 







Alberta is the highest, ¥ haere 
COMMISSIONIR IRINNAN:. And difference on the rate of wy, 623% on $5, — 


is as much - - 


cent somewhere else, if the wages are 50% higher here, it — 
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COMMISSIONER WHEATLZY: Lots of wages are just as high as ours in 
some of the industries down there. i 

A Well, take the ore mines, one I do know something about; 
their rates are much lower then ours. There is not anybody 
getting over 4,50 a day now. 

Q Still, mechanicssere getting high wages. However, we agree 
on that point about the flat rates. How far is your mine 
out? | 

A About three and a half miles, I guess it is. 

Q Have you man trips in this mine? 

A No, I don't think so. 

COMMISSIONER TRINNAN: From where? 
A Oh, yes, we have a man trip from here to the mine; yes, we 
run a@ train. 

|, COMMTSSTONIR WHEATLEY: T 41a ack inside the mine? 

A No, we haven't pot it inside the mine. 
THE CHAIRMAN: And Mr, Wheatiey’s question is, How far were the work- 
ings out from the bottom of the shaft inside the mine? 
That is what he wants to know, 
A | Well, I can give you that more accurately later, too, 
but I know we are out quite a way. 
CGIMISSIONER WHEATLEY: How long does it take a man to walk to his — 
working place? I was wondering whe ther, on account of ‘sihena 
being small wages, you had convenience to take the men to 


their work. They heve in many of the olaer mines in the 







province when they get any distance out; but you haven't any? 
I don't think so, not to my knowledge, at the present time. 


You brag ies i whether Ke weant, benefit your men vee have oe 
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Lewis Stockett 


sueh @ thing? 

T'd want to look into that before expressing an opinion. 

I thought you would have known. I notice that you are charg- 
ing 10g @ dey for electric lamps. | 
No. 

What is the ch@rge you make? 

One per cent, | 

What does the average run per man? 

One per cent. of his earnings, whatever that would be. Some 
nena be more and some less, 

Why should you charge for lamps that other people are not? 
These lemps took the place of open light, which the men 

were furnished before, and were put in to pive them a better 
light and really cost them less money than what the other 
lights cost. 

Is there no compulsion to have that class of light in your 
mine, under the Mines Act? 

No. 

You could use naked lights? 

We were using naked lights there. 

Can you use naked lights to-day? 

I don't know, I am sure, whether they would let us or not. 
Would you think it advisable? 

I will tell.you, one of the reasons why was to get eway 
from the danger of fire. There were some fires there started 


from open Ligh Vs a apeinst canvasses or oa , and s0 ong 


to make for.sifety. 


iahene is one injustice you have on your employees that othe. 
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_ Mines do not have. 
A I don't know whether you are justified in calling it an 


injustice; it is something we have different from other 





people, I admit.that. 

Q It is an added burden that is not equal on other nims. 

A Vice versa, it would be an added burden to us,if the men. 
could use their open Lights and furnish them themselves, 


| Q It is a matter in some instances of 10¢ @ day reduetion on: — 
| the men, Why that differential? 


A That whuld follow that there would be som-of the men making 


$10, @ day?. 
Q In some instances, yes. 
A I am glad there are some men making a little more than»: 


trapper's.wages. 
) COMMISSIONER. IRINNAN: When their rates were fixed they were fixed on 
the b@sis that the men supplied their own Lights? 
Yes. 
You have not changed that basis? 
Nos 


the | 
The cost of/electric Lamp is no greater than the cost of 


Oo FP Qf 


the oil lamp to the men? 
A. The cost to the men is less, 
Q You have given them an increase, then? 


‘A Yes, whatever it is less is really thet much more to them. ~_ 








COMMISSION .WHEATLEY: .Is it not a fact that you are teking sdvantese 
of your men to that extent of one per cent. of (their earnings — 
as egainst any. other of these companies? , 


i ee ig x the ois 
“iv By i ya No ; bats shah 





lamps. waren petotn wisn phage T) handy harenney the 
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Lewis Stockett 
year, 12 or "13; there wasn't any question of safety 
lamps or anything else of the kind. I know it is the usual 
practise where safety lamps are put in the companies furnish 


them but this wasn't a question of puttine safety lamps at 


allm it was a matter that was amicably arranged between us and 


the men at the time and it has been in effect ever since, in | 
fact, it was their own suggestion of this percentege. That, 

I believe, was their own suggestion. They said the man that 
earned more should pay more and the men earning less mould 
pay less and that was their idea and we fell in with it; it 
was mede on a percentage basis. 

You admit itis a safety protection to your property in the 
prevention of fires and still you charge the men for your 


have got 
insurance that you gses/on that? 


Pe, ee ee 


pose. 


The sdvantage to the men was that they have got a better 


light and it cost them less than the other and the advant- 
age to them us was that we were protected againgt fires, 
which is also a direct advantage to the men, too, very 
directly. 

mivd they got any better advantape than any other mine 
where they are not paying? 

At. the tine those lights were put in we were the only mine . 
in the field using electric lights and they were the best 
lights in the field at the time; they had the best licht of 
anybody in the field it in 
of the fact 

But do you think it is fair to continue that in view/that 
other, lines ee free ? 


weet 


A Yes; I don't know/what other mines do faye anything to ao 
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Lewis Stockett 

with it.one way or the other, what they pay for lamps, ovr 
don't pay for. the lamps; we are standing part of the expense 
ourselves, 
And, by comparison with other mines, in. what you sey they 
are paying for , that it, is,insurance on your property in 
lessening fires? 
I don't know why, a comparison should be made with other mines. 
It isn'tisomething that has been done very lately; it is 
something that has been in effect for a long time and it 


was to the SERARANE of everybody at the time it was done, 
all 





it was an cara abelavalcdtasesywh <re+ 
THE CHAIRMAN: Have you any trouble getting sufficient workmen for the 
mine? 

A No, we generally have plenty. 

Q Have you aac wate who seek other employment in the off 

season? 

A Well, there igs a good many do. When I. say "meny", I don't 
know just exactly; there ere a ereat many of our men that 
have farms of their own, or homesteads, or go to work out 
on other farms and homesteads:and go out at other work, 


r which helps out; it helps out those remaining; those Temain~ 








ing get steadier wark.:Our output per dey is always less in 
summer time than what it is in winter. | 
Q Well, Mr. Stockett, we have kept you a long time.. To sum 
‘UP, heve you any syggestions for action by the Government in 
reference to the coal industry? | | 
A Well, if the Governuent will take my advice, but they 17 
mT will stay out of it. I em not an exponent of government 
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Lewis Stockett — 


ownership, I think it is the very worst possible thing °— 





that can happen’ to anything. We have had a couple of 
concrete examples of that lately. We don’t have to talk 
entirely from a theoretical pint of view now, 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Of course, everbody could not take that advice 
else there would be no mine industry going on. Have you 
any recommendations 4 ore it could be improved? 
That first part?. I. didn't. get it or didn't understand it, 
You say the Government to keep out of the ERE ARR SES 


Yes, the Government to keep out of it. 


SD FF» 2& YF 


I thought you said the people, 
THE CHAIRMAN; So you have no suggestion as to amything the Government 
| mine do: for the coal industry? 

A No; I think they will only Ilake it worse. As a rule, wherever 
the Mieasavent take hold of things there is inefficiency, 
higher costs. 

Q {Ts there anything you think the coal operators themselves 
might do that they are not doing now? 

A No, just to say, to continue doing bbe best they can and 
these things will all right > pt he a a 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: It is getting worse all the time, you will 
confess? 

A Well, that ten Radial why it is home’ kina that we can 

attend to ourselves better than the gE 0. yet aban cen. 


Q If it was only affecting the operators it woula not be so 







bad but there ape several thousand men at fected. 
A I think of ‘them just as ‘much ag I do of myself, 
ae r ‘concede: thet of E you, ur. Stockett. | 
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_ Lewis Stockett 





| THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much now, The Secretary of the Local . 
Union said he would prefer to come in in the morning, Is 
4 there anyone else here this. afternoon to give evidence? 


If there igs no one to come forward we will adjourn until 


ol 


mie Ons 7 1O o'clock tomorrow morning. 


Adjourned at 4:45 P. M. 
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10 o'clock A. M., Tuesday, May 19th, 1925, 
LEWD StorSROCK EDT, 


Being bacalied: and examined by : 
T x  ORATUAN: Mr, Stockett, you were going to bring us some fieures 
this morning. 
A It is not in ae eta the BOARS it was turned in to ee but 
, it is the fipures. 
Q Thank you. We have got a copy of these in Edmonton but I 


will keep these for the day. 


A I have one more, but please don't ask me for that one, eet ee 

Q ir. Stockett, Mr. Drinnan wents to ask something ebeus ae 

) timber, so if you don't mind taking the stand e moment, : oe 
camitsstons TRINNAN: Where do you get your mine timber from, Mr, hea 
| Stockett? | ( i i 

ar gs 


A At the present time we are petting it from Bull. River, ar ae és 
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COMLLTS STONER DRINNAN: 


A 


Q° 





THs CHAIRMAN: ©” 
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“Bul. Raver is. bok Bra Sieh Columbie? 
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Lewis Stockett — 


Well, for the year 1923 , which was a normal year, we worked 
very steady that year and no strikes - the prop timber, — a 
2,131,257 lineal feet in props varying from 43 feet long 
to 10 feet long. 
What size at the butt? 
It would correspond to the length, 8 4% ft. prop was 4i", 
At the top? 
And the 7 £, ocabewds Y inches, 6", 6", and so on, 
That is at the top? + Rc ae i 
xt it 
I don't know /it is top or bottom, whieh Araul abe supposed 
to be the top but if a prop is Bir eseh it would not know 
whether it was top or bottom, 
What tonnege did you have that year? 
You have thet: 1 coulda 't tell you off-hand, 
270,7112 | | 
Will you let me see that a minute, please. Well, that is 


the lump tonnage.: 


That ig the shipments, you mean? 


Yes, the lump, 
Not the total output of the mine? 
No. i” : 


. ne ' a by 
| Yes. | Bs aa | hte 
. t Git supsation, hx, Merans 2 
You don't get any mine timber from Alberta? i 
iimer and wine ménaeer, eombinetion of the two. 
wit ; ao rae 4 bo . , rt my 1 ' ~he i Oke ‘ 





iibLe: a) ai nine » timber trom Alberta? 
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Lewis Stockett 


2 
”~ 


Well, “thts Bull River supply thea: you are , getting 3 your - timber 
from now, do you know how extensive it is? How a you, will 
be able to get mine timber from that source? 
A : well, Bull River itself I know is coming towards an ena but 
how long yet I don't know. Yek will last a while Longer but 
as they get further and further back from the railroad I 
expec twe will a to pay more and more for our props. 
Q Do you know if the Forestry Brenctiot Alberta are mak ing 
eny efforts to take care of the mine timber supplies being 
ae | exhausted? , | | 
: A Well, in the way of reforestre tion? 
oe thy, 
. A I heard ir, shanks make some Sta tene pt Up at Cal eer ys bhRe 
ig all.I -. : 
You have no knowledge? 
A I have no. knowledge myself, NOs 
. 0 That is what I went bo knowe pis 
THE CHAIRMAN: Well, if there is. anything else, Mr, Stockett, we can ask 
later about.it,. | i 
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THE CHA TRMAN: ‘Your ocoupation, ‘ie, Mar eb? 


? A liner and mine “meneger, “combination of ths two. 






Q We ‘will’ ve plea to heer what ness ie you have to mak 
& 


: Weil, de JOU: that? 
: es “question/on any ‘part Of it, 


4 *» 4 AY. whch ayaa A te te re in TPs eiZy* gb 
7 ’ oe that v = EG iw bY, j Ou oF v baw Ot, , MEY oe aA @ i> ~ WY 























‘ Senuie teas, wo x sade ata o = ome 
tid Bio 18 abrewod sttmoo et wonx I toad L Tove Hl Line ale 
gud ogni L oLidw 6 test Likw ee -«wasist aaah I ey gaol wort 





Boi Wo ot. etoa ban 9 Tom cea ot ovat ee rete 
gett han @68 ad vod LA tofone7e . eons gt ea woud, aH AEs 
nniied. mex Pa GuIn ‘roca Sit At ent to exgo oat st. ‘aaa: al 


Tae * 


‘auetunien 15% to, om oa at cen 
Seale ‘come ian PB oqi tuenovate onog. seu ena, a bcm be 
hte Gas yet Sime . 
teabe:tmom ott awed. nox 
on ee ab efwony ouevad 2 
worst of snew 4, tadw. at san q 
a69 iso ow ,ttisuaootn it , eae. anddoyas, wh oredt Be Liew 3 z | 
| sth node, rater y 


- oF A 4 : ; fc ag A s 
; ay 4 Why pian pte ti 4 ‘ Ryo eR Nh 
2 PE Oa: Saye mh, oc a i) we } ie bas oy i, i. 4 Rigi 4 








oS = Mire Seni Ee Soden sng tants 


TG 


-1LO18= 
John Mersh_ 


The questions and recommend2+ion to the home market are the 
questions that I have taken a deep interest in for a con- 
siderable time and, in view OF Wile enquiry being held in the 
City of ethic Lage” I thought it was a fine opportunity of 
expressing my views along those lines, and the intensity of 
my views were confirmed yesterday very materially by the 
statements that were made by Mr. Stockett in relation to 
the mines being idle a certain period during the summer 
months. To me thet is & deplorable condition, that the 
mine should be idke; one of them 118 days and the other 

180 days per year, while we have a market at home that 
would take a considerable amount of that cosl. There is 

& blame atteched some place or some person or persons; 

who it is I am not prepared to say at present but, looking 
at it from a broad aspect and broad view, that is something 
radically wrong, that we should be importing the same 
material practically from the other side that we can produce 
on this side. I allow for certain qualities of coal and | 
certain grades of ccal. 

Why do you allow for that? What do you mean by certain 
quality and certain gerade? 

Well, that is in relation to the hard steam coal. We have 
the lignite and ‘bituminous and the anthracite coal in this 
province but the quality is not so food &s we would get - 
that is; all the qualities are nose good as we would aby 
probably from the other side. 

Well, do you know that? 


Well, I know that practically from experience. There are 
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certain of the anthracites that does not yield as much as 

some of the Pennsylvania anthracites ; would yield so far 

as B.T.U.'s are concerned, but méking a terrific allowance 

for that, the balance of the market that we should have in 

this country of ours would give employment to the whole of t 

the men in this province and down in the Kast probably 

eight to ten months continuous work in the year. Now, I 

consider that would be an advantage all around, both for 

iheinine ownere and for the workmen and every other industry 

that is contingent upon the mine industry, and I couldn't 

say how many there are because there are quite a number 

contingent upon that, and I think that meetings sch as we 

have this morning to give views to these would be a privilege | 

and that is one of the Vuk aons I have availed myself of 

being here this morning to give expression to my intense 

feeling with relation to home markets. 

Have you thought of any practical steps that could be 

taken to secure this end? 

Well, there is the transportation difficulty, which probably 

& smell person or a sm@11 community or probably 4 province ) 

could not handle alone but when the people in this Dominion 

gets to that pitch that they can demand en the nh vennee at 

some concessions in relation te transportation then I think — 

Rly could. be obviated, that the home market would be 

secured. | I know sone conversation we had with the Hon. Mr, 
_Grothers, who wag one of ane Miolsters of Labour in one of 


the late Pisetuiaiia’ expressed hinself aaa these lines 
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government were subsidizing the coal ind@usteies for @ certain 

period that would readjust itself and the Government would 

get repayment for what they had subsidized and I think that 

it was a very good avegestion and I have been in favor of 

that for some considerable time, The Government could help 

out along those lines considerably and make it possible for 

us to have the markets just now UBAh ina ale because of the 

freight rates. 

You operate aomine yourself, & siall mine? 

I have occasionally, yes. 


Suggestions have been made that these small mines were a 


‘detriment, The segestion has not come from the operatar 


of any big mine that we have heard so far but it has been 
made in public. What have you to say about the place of 
the small mine? , 

Well, I am considerably pleased to hear that that has not 
come from the large operators. 

No, in no case have we had a large operator make that 
sugeestion,. 

But I am thor oughly opposed to closing down small mines. 
They have their purpose just the same as the large mines aon 
and it is an advantage to e considerable number of tivmens 
to have st@1l mines in their vieinities. I don't say they 
should open them indiscriminately but I do say the small 
mines have their purpose. 

Where is your mine? 


The mine I am working at now is probably five miles direct 
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Q Describe what work you have done on it, how you get into it? 
A Well, Ihave’ only been there a matter of about three months. ° 
It is a@ mine that is just ope ning uu and it is not developed 
€@s much as the Mine Act woulda require it to be developed, that 
#4 is one way in and another way out, We have only one Way 
. in and one wey out and we limited in our output on account of 
Be _». the Mines Act defining the number of men there should be in 
. tha t Mine and it is just a question of new development but 
if the mine was developed:it wold be a mine that would be 
‘ene -. suitable financially, considerably worth ea lot of money,, 
and would supply a lerge area of. the farmers around invthet — 
district, Coaldale especially; that is a large area, all>» 
_drrigated farmers down .there; they, take a considerable amount — 


of coal from that mine. 1% pyine ep ithe 
Q How much did ee eee le abla at Mine last year? 
oo Aoy Last year? a 
2 Well, in the three months you have hed it? a 
A Well, probably three or four hundred tong. We could not £0 Ni oe 
further than that on account of being tightened up ie 
of the Mines Act. nF : ie Hs 
2 Whet is your means am as dt a shaft? oy), i 


0 gee is a Slope.. 

Q ana for what ata you sell the coal, how much a ton? (i 
A $5. per fon at the mine, 
a 
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How . tkan, the quality of your coal compare with, cay, the 
Galt §°ad? 


PB ee eaek oes hana wineascaia4dec.oe, similar quelity, 


The same seam? 
The same seam, 
Well, what must you now. db to continue centehkseanecen the. 
Well, at present we could continue operating protiding weichee 
the business but business is off, and that is one of the into 
things that makes you feel so intensely about a home market 


because I know in the summer time those mines could be work- 





ing and meking developments, whereas they are idle and are , 
under @ considerable amount of expense. Probably that is one | 
of the serious reasonewhy the mines are not paying as they 
should yey, on account of the seagonel occupation. TUK POF | 
CoML SS TOMER DRINNAN;: Have you @ railway connection to this mine? 61 
: A No,sir; no, our nearest railway connection is No.6. 
Q How woulda you eet any business outside of the seasonal si 
j | business’ in your own locality if: the winter time? You cone i 
a ee ee cans you? a =| 
A Oh, “yes, ‘we have shipped coal from there to spokane. ae 
0 Do you haul 142. VE O18 FOO VOM nian Government? eo 
A We haul it to the freight eth | | : a 
Q How far® dd POH eGR Lite 89% Beve/e royal ty? LS tage C me 


mi. A distance of rots miles. 
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What does it cost to haul it four miles? 

From a dollar to 1.30 e ton. 

Do you think you can compete with the other mines in the 
Spokane market with wagon coal? 

Not with the larger ones, we couldn't,because they could pro- 
duce it so much cheaper on account of the extra quantity. 
Have you plennea your mine so that you oan increase it some- 


time? 





A Oh, yes. 
THE CHAIRMAN: One of the statements that is made about these sm@ll mines 
is that they spoil the outcrop; they go in and rob thevoead 
that is easiest fot and spoil the means of access for leter 
asVere hasnt: | 
B Well, that would not apply to the mine I am at present at. 
It does apply to considerable mines but when you have that 
condition you will always find a col of an inferior quality, 
and that is the reagon there is not a great deal of\that coal 
sold, 
Q In your case you are not spoiling it for future development? 
& Not at all. ee 
COMMISSIONERYDRINNAN: Is it leasehold from the Dominion Governuent? 
A Bought outright. ae 
From someone who bought it from the Dominion Government? _ 


Yes. 


No, I am nengeing that nine at uresent. 





Q 
A 
pay 
Q You have a lease on it? You beve/s royalty? 
A 
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Tt is “the men who owns ‘the ‘coal We fabs tlaes 
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Yes. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: How big a tract? 


What is that? 
What area have you? 
Sixty acres with an option on another eighty. 


Well, now, is there anything else you could tell us? 


Well, another question that hes troubled me considerably 


and I thought quite considerably about it, in relation to 
the Compensé tion Act, any person or persons who feel arrrieved-- 
The decision of the Compensation Bosra is final and there is 
no appeal from their decision whatever. Now, in some cases 
that works a terrific hardship, whereas I think if there was 
some kind of & means of petting both sides of the thing heard, 
similar to what was sugeested yesterday, an advisory committer 


or some other persons that would be open to receive suggestions 


vesvuresi © SGISLY EN iPRe 2 


on each side and then give some siggrestions as to the settle- 
ment of it, but to have the final issue tied up in the hands 
of three persons’ in relation to compensation, + think, is — 

an unjust condition, 

You say you have known some céses where ‘+ impeeit. 6 hardship. 
Could you give us any details of those? 

Well, thewechas & case mentioned at the Lebor convention in 
Calgary about a year ago and a doctor from Rawekity nv iter! 1 
described the case and he pictured the hardship that was worked 
on the person that was injured at thet time - you mipht xemker ~ 


remember that meeting: there was some suggestions made in 


ann ok . 3 i 
relation to getting an outlet or an appeal from the Compense tior 
al 
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Board, that is over and above,that they have decided anda 





it is proved to be an unjust case,that there should be some 
kind of an appeal. 

Q But within your own experience? The reason I am asking this, 
if we can get & specificcase and get the views of people on > 
that and then look up the file, we can get to the bottom of 

j that particular case. 
a A Well, so far as my experience is concerned, I think the Boarg 
has acted fairly and squarely, although in such cases as 
I have referred to it is @ hardship being worked, I think, 
although I haven't the deteils of the case, I think there is 
& case similar to that pending in No.6, a person lost an eye 
and couldn't get what he reasonably thought satisfaction in 
relation to that. Probably they will be able to pive you 
that information, 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Your idee is to have a furthe¥ court of appeal? 
A Yes, @ court of appeal, I don't know what it consists of, or 
who the:pexsons are, but there should be something outside of 
the Board, of the thr ee men who are on that board; two men 
can do it, it doesn’t require the three, 
The prinei ple of the Act you are not apainst? | 
No} the wor king of the Act so far as i have experience is . 
all right, but there is cases crops up occasionally where it 
creates a. good deal of Glasatiafne tion, 
@ Usually permanent diea bility cases, I teke it Me 


A eg permenent disability cases. 






tHe CHATRAA DB: Anything else, Mr, Mer sh? 
IIT an Mites ‘ aae tigtt ocher, tne i pny a, font wh, ASHOW whether to 
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John Mer sit). 5 _ 


detain the Board's tim - 

Q We have lots of time, 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: How do you find the Mines Act works , under your 
views? 

A Well, the Mines Act, so far as my experience Le concerned, and 
T have a good deal of experience in relation to mining, fifty 
years of it, and I find the Mines Act is fairly squere and 
right. There is no exorbitant demands made, The only thing 
I have an objection to was that Last addition that was made to 
the Mines Act in relation to persons who do not receive 

| their wages can go to a judge end ask for the appointment of 

a receiver. .Now, if the same methods/had been made in trying 

to get home markets that there would be no necessity for 
enacting that Legislation because the miners and the opera- 
tors would have been able to meet them and they could have 
squared up their expenses or paid the wages, but, as I have 
already intimated, owing to the exorbitant amount of money 
that isxtaken to rewir the mines and keep them in shape in 
the summer time, there is not very much made at all; it 
tekes the run of the winter to practically recuperate the 
_ losses that is mede in the summer time in the small mines. 
THE CHAIRMAN: 
te Q But you realize, of course, why that amendment was put in? 
There were & great many c&ses where miners did not get 
their, wages? , 
A Yes, I agree to that but I. think that is putting the cart 
before the horse. If they had made provision for a home 


market there would be no necessity for it. 


Well, there might still be people who woula not run their 
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A Oh, I quite agree to dea | - , eae 
Q In fact, there are eugesebions made that go beyond that, 
| certain suggestions made that the government should insist © 
ows T ss on haying any operator having in cash in trust account the 

Ee full wages for each pay. period. 

A YOSs eve " 
Before. he would be allowed to operate. What would you. think 
about -that?, ‘ra 

A Well, it is. all right for, the persons who have got the 

finances, but hat is: meking & law for the rich man, as we SOY, 
and another. law for the poor man. You then interfere ote 
individuel perseverance. That would cut off the smptd te 
who had got the intelligence and ability to run a. mine and 
providing all things were equal to hig ability eae oan 
coal that he coulda afford to meet all his dema nds coming ye 
but conditions are such over which he has got no control 

ore CS, mya thet, forces him into that condition or some allowance should ~ 

be mede for a. person in all questions along those lines. © | 
Q But wouldn't you think any man operating @ smell mine whose © 
ability was equal to the eess (task’) and had a sale for 
his coal, that he could perhaps arrange with the Bank toy 
fulfil sueh a requirement? 
Under those conditions he could, 
And have the workmen protected? 


Under those conditions that you have named, he waarhe! 


i 
Q 
A 
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Because that sugeestion was made very seriously as @ mea 





of praventine a great many cases where workmen have dons 
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A Well, I agree with the Act alone those lines but that was” 
| my idea, if there had been a market there would be no 
necessity for the Act, | | 
ai TSS TORR WHATLEY: But where phheRe: yes been @ market, Mr, Mer sh, 
— men found CasiWd ao gdusae the doel ete 1+ hed beeneatee” 
end even then they could not Bee their wages. Under the | 
aa a Mechenics' Lien Act there was always a possibility of thee 
a. ; ee tting the ir. peers by putit~ing on a lien but it was impo ss 
L | e ible to put & lien on the coal that was sold ana burned, 
| | therefore some such provision had to be ma de thet yor! speak: 
of just now, ane’ last amendment. | 
oe a Well, the only reason thet T have ey ee iy explanation is 
png this, I want ba emphasize thei; home market an@ if I can get 
that Daehn kiaek i anda ret some action taken alone those Lines, 
then that Act Rat) de very. scarcely be a into operation. 
e me : It is very essential that we do got a wider merket. 
ome CHAIRMAN: | ‘Anything further? 
5 wey think that is all. 


Q Thank you very much. 
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BG By XEA MME Ri oR. BRAD, SOM in town; seat is the 
Being called as & witness and duly sworn, was examined 


| by: 
THE CHA TRMAN: Vous oceupe tion, ir. Rober tson? 


ne A Miner. 

ie Q Ana: tho. mesent post tion yan ocoupy? 
A A miner. | | } 

: Q But you are "secretary of the Union, +00, are you not? 
A Well, I work in vhe mine for a Lays te I am seoretary aa 


, the Local but I work in the mine for e Living. ee 
| CQMETSSTONER WHATLEY: In addition to being secretary? | 
A In eddition to being secretary, yes. 


Q Secretary | of Local Union? 
A 514. A ee ae | 
COMMISSIONER DRINNAN : You work in the Galt mines, as they call it, 
3 do you? 
| A Yes. 





‘THE CHA IRMAN : You replied very y fully to the Questionnaire we pie aan 


but we might run through it with you and get S ome further 


a ee 


comments « On Living, ana housing conditions, you me a 
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"Housing conditions are Zev oueb 2 but. ‘the living condi= nee. 
tions not very good." What did you mean by that, exactly 
AD Weil, we didn 5 understand, the question emotly. the a 
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Alex.Robertson 

at No.6, Hardieville - there oun lots in town; that is the 
reason we replied favorably to that question and the other 
one. ) | 
Well, living conditions - - 
Well, the living conditions is the conditions you live 
under. Take at Hardieville, there is no sanitery conditions 
there whatever and at No.3 they are not much better; they 
heave water at No.4 but not at No.6, Hardieville, and that 
is the reason we repliedc"Not very good" to that. No.6, 
the barrel water they have there; there is no sewer connec- 
tions, no water connections or nothing out there. 
How much dot you pay for water? 
25¢ a barrel, I believe it-runs from $3. to $4. a month. 


In replying on the cost of living you expected to have 





data for us when we arrived. Have you worked it out? 
A No, we haven't. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: No.3; Inotice, Mr. Robertson, that you say: 
"Rooms at Hardieville are $12, per month and rooms in town 
$6. per month. Why that wide spread? 

A Well, that is in regards to - - There ig practicelly just 

the hotel at Hardie-ville that has rooms and men staying 
there, the information we fot was thandvtns they paid. 
for their room there and in town you can get a room for 
$6. Why the spread, I don't know. Of course, everything 
is higher at Hardieville, possibly anywhere from 10 to 20% 
higher. ra 1) | 
or And food stuffs; too? 






_ *e8, everything connected with living is higher at Heraie- 
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Alex. Robertson 

Rents would be higher out there than in the town? 

For rent outside of the hotel,I don't know whether 

anyone rents a house out there or not; they practically 


211 own their own houses. 





HE CHAIRMAN: Do you know whether that 46. a month for a room in town 
; peys the person who owns the room? 
A Well, I don't know; I couldntt say whether it pays him or 
not. It would pay me if I let one of my rooms, I know that. 
Q If you had an extre room in your own house you would be 
glad to get $6.? 
ing Oh, yes, it would pay me and pay me good. 
9 That is really very cheap roomrent, $1.50 a week. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Has there no effort been made to getca better 
| hele system that what you speak of? } | 
A Well, you couldn't very well unless the company put it in 
there. It is outside of the city limits and the village ie 
itself, I don't think that they could afford to put in any 
waterworks, I don't think there is enough money there for 
them to do that, 
Could they not connect to the city limits to adventage? 
A Well, they might,mipht do that, but I donft think there has 
been ever any effort for them to put in the water system 
Fegees 
THE CHAIRMAn: Has the mine got a water supply for its own works? 
A Oh, yes. 


| barrel 
7 | Where is this/supply coming from? 







A From the city. They haul it in wagons from, 1 think, about 
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Alex. Robertson _ 
where they hand it in the tenk, , ae ee era a dae 
Oca STONER, WHEATLEY: Have you anythin to recommend elong those, lines, 


to mike that any better? 


i A Well, I don! t know; 1 don't suppose the company would do it; 
- . of a citat if IT had my wey of it the company would do it; they 
ee would put the water system in to that village, They had the 

. PpaPine station and everything ‘i eli they need to put in 


/ i _ some dope in. the water, like the city, does, to mak @ it it 
| for use, and I ‘think it is up to any company to see that | 
the employees has good living condi ti ons. | | 
THE CHATHAM: “what treatment does the water get? 7 
A In the city? | | | 
Be Q Yes. 
| A t don't know . “they send to the States for a catlondk of some 
| kind of “dope every spring; . At keeps the water clear and. 
purifies it and all the rest of it, they cle@im, but whet the | 
stuff is, 1 don' tknow. . 3 } i | 
COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Who owns be land at Har die- ville that i) 


houses are situated on. 





Re SEAT Ar goutan't’ tell ‘you who owned the lana. tie 
Q Well, you say. Ni people own their own hopees; , did they bay 
‘ Piet LAE ik ae, ! 

te ey - ; a al . . ; ewe x7 ; ont c te. - eas ef 
A T suppose they heve. s; 
Q Prom whom? i | eed ! } 
: eainere themselves to eles he sors oun ake 
A I would figure it would be. fron “the O.P.R. would « own. ota 
ena, ae 
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THE CHA TRMAN: 
A 


ty are SL at ry Ne ere or oe? Na , Tea 
saan Ait ri . Ce ORs eae MPa. 
; a) Mar ; neh ie Oe. 

+ : 2 id 5 Te igek 5) 


es ee 


Ana yet you think the coal company should provide the cet 


‘water in an incorporated village? Anyone can live in that. 


village that wishes’ to? | 

What is that. | 
Anyone can buy a lot efia reside in that villege; it is not 
confined to mine workers. 

Oh, no; @nyone can live there, yes. 

“Has the mine company any houses on that 
property at all? 

No, I aon't think so outside of the officials; 1 dontt © 
know whether the y are company owned or not. 

There are some officials living in the. same locality? . 

Yes 


- they have - men ‘i 


> 


In company houses? 


? Yes. Ir don't know whether they have water for use to their 


houses: the y have water for the gardens, anyway, there, the 


officials have, but I don't know whether they have water © 


for use put to their house or not. 
Has the village any sanitary by-law? vi ata a F ; 
I coulan’t tell you. By the looks of it; I don't think S0e 


One method that has been found very successful in per te a | i 
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goes slack they have got to eet out somewhere else and get 

a few dollars to live.In the winter for about three months 

they work so hard they are just about able to drag then- 

selves out and in to the house after they do a day's work 

and when they go slack they have got to ret out and work 

somewhere else. | , 

Well, we will come to that under the answer to come of these 

other questions, I want to go more fully into that seasonal 


work. 


- COMILTS STONER WHEATLEY: What means of sanitation is there for toilets) 


moveable boxes or ‘pits? 

Pits, I think, 

How is the health of that locality in a reneral way? Have 
you very much epidemics of scarlet @ver any other disease 
similar? 

Well, they had typhoid fever this swing but I just forget 
how many cases were there. The doctor eave them all quite a 
talk and put quite a scare into them and managed to hold it 
down Peete wells but there was abS ee a few cases of ‘Ge 
£éverl I coulan' t just give you the number. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Which isetor was that? 


A 






Dr. Dey. | 

Is he medical health officer? 

No, he was eee ae for Lynn, who was away at abe time , that 
was the miners’ doctor ; and Dr3 Day was here in his place - 
and ha came to. one of our union mee tings and pave us @ talk : 


on th lr 
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A Of the miners? 
Q Yes. 
A Dr. Lynn, 
THE CHAIRMAN: 0 The report we get from the Departmat of Health of the 
| Province om No.3 mine, says: "Water for the plant obteinea 
from the Belly River; drinming water obtained from Lethbridee 
(reading). Any comment to make on that report? 
That is: No.3? | 
Yes, although it refers to Hardieville, 


The miners in No.3 are within the city limits. 


& PF D&D PF 


We asked for a report on each of the mines in the province 

and we don't geem to have a report on No.6, 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: 1 was going to ask how No.6 wash house is com 
peared with this report on No.3. 

A Well, there is a man that keeps it clean but we have had~ 
lots of complaints that it has been dirty, in fact, there 
was one man last winter that was known to go in ana leave 
stuff there that he had no business to leave ana he wane 

still allowed to remain in the employ of the company, The 
company knew the man that done it ana everything else an@ 

men were going in there bathing and stepped in it. 

How is it for accommo dation? Is there room enough? 
A . Yesj°as far as I. know there is room enough in it but it is 


terribly cold in the winter; they don't sean to be able to 


ary the clothas and there ate lots of wet places in the mine 


end they don't seem to be able to pet the clothes ary for 
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Is there no drying space for that kind of thing? 


Well, it is wire cages and steam pipes, through the place, 


but I know there hés been lots of, complains of them going in the 


morning and their clothes were wet; and when it gets cola 
it is cold &s well, There is always lots of water, hot and 
cold water in it, no scarcity of water, but I think there 

is always lots of room for the men who use it. The mogt of 
us in town don't se it at all; we change at home and some 

of us, very few of us that can afford. a bathtub in the house, 


we héve it, and the rest of us. use. the washtub. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Well, when you come out of the mine are you wet and hot. 







in the winter time? 

Oh, yes. 

How do you get home; then? 

The G.P.R. runs a train that goes out in the morning at seven; 
leave the Highlands here, leaves No.3 at seven and then comes 
home at four, Of course, sometimes if we don't keep after the 
super out there it is helfpest four in the cola weather be-.. 
fore the train leaves and you are sitting in the car shivering 
and you are shivering jn the Morning anywey. One morning I... 
fot my to@s fropen going out to work, There is only one stove 
in the car, se | | bt A 
z suppose that is your own option as to whether you.would.... 
have a bath before you left the mine? It seems to me you ere ie 


teking a at ee An poing home Wete LA oe. 
| be 


, yes, but it isn't SO bad going home because it isn! t £0),. 
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because the stove is going all day in the car and the car 

! is heated, | 

COMMIS SION WHEATLEY: If there was better accommodation in the wash 

house would the.men prefer to wash there before going home? 

A Oh, t couldn't say; some of them would but, as far as myself 

| personally, I am fortunate enough to have a bath at home 
end I'd sooner bath at home, but there are not very many of us 
that have that privilece,. 

m2 CHAIRMAN: Are there any other mines in your local? 


but it is 
A No, that is all, the one mine; No.3 is/closed down now, 
Q We have @ report on a number of other matters. Under 


Educational facilities, you state they are fairly good but 
you recommend free supplies in both day and night schools. 
Yes, 

Ad Shees expense, free to you and at the expense of the - ? 
Government. | 


Are you @ taxpayer? 


> wo - © F&F 


Iam, yes... The reason I, make that suegestion is this, that 
as far ds I can figure out, it is crazy men like myself, work- 


ing men that raises the population of this world. 1. dents 


> ew @eeBEow £ UP eS Se 


notice that. them with these bie cars,ithey never rear eight or. | 


ten of a femily like us working fools do, ana we pay taxes and 


they pay nothing, and we want them to pay a little of these | 
free supplies. If they don't want to raise no population let 
them pay for réising it, anyway... ) eae 
9 A fair division of labor. Well, now, we come to your replies — 


bs under wages and working conditions. You say: "We wish to bring 







Ge. eave vedhe rhs ah that 80 or 90 per cent. of the contract nal 
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earn less than the datal men," We heave beem furnished with 
&@ statement by the company analyzing the earnings for the 
t year 1923 only. We asked for that in particuler. And it gives 
_ the following: - Contract men these are ~ | 


Under $5, = 31 men or 5% 

From 5,01 to 6,00 = 110 men or 18% 
From 6.01 to 7,00 ~ 140 men or 23% 
From 7.01 to 8,00 - 123 men or 20% 
From 8,01 to 9,00 ~ 105 men or 17% 
From 9,01 t010,00 - 61 men or 10% 
From 10.01 to 11.00 -22 men or 3%, 
From 11,01 to 18.00 - 6 men 


hel 


From 12,01 to 13.00 = 5 men 
From 13.01 to 14,00 - 2 men 
From 14,01 to 15,00 = 3 men. 


That is, up to and including $7.00, there is 46%; over 
57,00 it is 63.8 per cent. That would not quite agree with your 
statement, would it? 
A Well, that is when the wages were 7,50 per day. 
Q In 1923? | 
A Yes. 
DOMMISSIONER DRINNAN: That is 80 and 90 per cent.? 
A | Well, 80 amd 90 is a little high. We hadn't the fipures com 
piled then, | . 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: You make the statement 50% make less than the 
minimum wage, , 
A No, we haven't the fipeures for 1923: we haven't the mechiner y_ 
thet the C.P.R. has for compiling tmp figures and it is. acae 
thing I don't like doing, myself; but the fipures we have, ; 
I had to do it myself with the help of one or two volunteers, 
but we have fieures that shows that easily 60 per cent, that 





_ does not earn the minimum wage, of contract men. I don't mean 


to say these machine men that break the Mines Act ana the 
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company helps them do it, that works eight and nine shifts 
and eredit them with six, that works ten and twelve hours, 
and then you s¢@ an excuse, frozen, when it is practically 
& summer day, the pipes is frozen; see an excuse Tike thet 
in the book there; and working overtime.When we tried to 
stop them working over time the company refused the right to 
look at the books to see if they are working overtime. They 
try to encourage them, to protect the Mines Act - I am not. 


including those men in our.- - 


THE CHA TRAN: Have you got some figures for us? 


7 
, 
j a 
. A 
, 

COMMIS STONER 
| A 
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the mine is working steadier than we do these says. When w 


I haven't them figures like the C.P.R. but I managed to 
get around 120 men here; they are not hand-picked at all; 
we hed the high and the low men; we took three or four letters © 
of the alphabet and took the men out and the figures is there. 
If you want to see the figures of every cnaccdat mean is in: A 
this book, if you. want to go.over these. There is somewhere 
around thirty; that is the average minimum ware in’thet 120. 
Which season is this, between what datos? ? 
Well, from the day we started wark after the strike - October 
20th, wes it? 7 | wt peer ie 
WHEATLEY: Yes, around it. 


Prom that. until the period. a naine: Maken: 13th, practically, 1 


the mine was working steady. ..We meke @ little better when \ 


ry 
c rt 


go out. these dsys it is,generally quitting time, by the. time 


; we get. We rook loaded out of; our place. the next Have =e 
THE CHAIRMAN: | 
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- ebout minimum wage here; you never eet it, no matter what 


“for no powaéernor tools nor fines and I would fievre™ thet 


“Welt, - taking even the net —~ the first two are ‘below;' the t 


ae. are ‘above, the next is below and the next wo abov Be i 
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weil, he hes possibly quit, 


His averare was Be 33. 


‘ap hehe thet book snd app 


Baseda. 
Oh, he didn't pet a start until away on ig the winter and” 
then he waw half killed again. 


His average was ess The next man, J, Berron worked 84 


days and his average was 3.46. The next man - (reading) 


That was before they paia for their powder. 

It is eross earnings that count. 

‘No, I don't think a man shoulda have to pey for sree and 
still be counted his earnings. 

What is Lah arrenpenents as to Minimun weee? n out. We ot 


There ig no arrangement here: they don't know anything “9 


kind of a grievance you have. 

No, put you say “earn less than the minimum wage"? 
The minimum wage is supposed to be 6.56. 

Gross? | duo tio | cs er 


Gross, yes, but a man working for the company don't pay : 


the minimum wage, if they were to pey for any contract 


men would be 6.56 without péying for powder, tools end fine 8. 
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| 2s Alex. Robertson 
below, one above, three below . they aren't workings out... 
anything like the percentages you say, are they? 

You, take that book and someone that is good at fieures; 

them figures are put.off their, statements. Take that book 

and you will find the fipeures we say is correct; it is between 
60 and 79 per cent, below the mhinimnum WEEE. 

Just while we and talking about something else, lir, Parry 
will figure that list up from that point of view. 


COMM SIONER WHEATLEY: What understanding have you that they shoula be 


, 


, 
: 


a a ee, 
{ 





deductions have comedoff it, ena if you want to figure the 


‘Well, now, what is ie cause of thet, in your opinton? 
Moat is the cause? 


paid the minimum wage? 

This paper belongs to the Company. These are all the earnings 
and the amounts - there is their total earnings and how mm 
per day,eross earnings a tare the power was taken out. We 
totalled then all ae every contract man, and found how many 
was over ana how many under and there is between sixty and 


seventy. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Waicl{perioa ig this? 
A 


Than is covering the same periodi.as ies there; the only 
difference ig we took Une edug tian of power, 
This is he. complete - ~ 


u 5 Oke. 


That is comple te oe Seed that worked. in the mines eince 


" c> 553 a 

Ba 9 im 44 
COA 

" ha r 


you will find there is east 60 ana 70 per baat, that is a0 


under cy mantis, 
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Well} one cause of it is this, when I worked here in 1903=4 
up! to 1909, if T loaded six cars of coll working contract I 


i made the minimum wage; to-day Ihave sot to load pretty 
a close to-nine ton,’ That is one cause of it. 9 99) for, 
r ; Is ita ton-car?.> 
e No, well @ll1 the way from 1400 to 2800 on them, ene nt 
: No, but you said you used to have to load six cars. 
E Six ton,” . 
:. One time you said cars and the other tons. 
ie Well, it is ton, 4 
Fs And now nine ton?” 0 . 3 e ive fgee. 
| Welljnot quite nine ton, pretty close to nine ton, = = 2 


What is the contract rate? ~ 


Bighty cents per ton. | 
Eight tons ey yaa 6.40? ae 
Yes. : ee 
Would give you within 16g of the minimum? i 
Yes. o 


Ig that the same rate in entries end rooms and ver ythingy 
No; entries ig 1.21 a ton, pillers and seams is 1.06 per ton. 
Well, vey have an sj ay an that has a minimusiwere clause 
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Alex. Robertson —- 


took it up with the me nacement here; a man was retting 

veid three or four inch - I just forget how many inch low 
coal, that is 3-3/4¢ per ton per inch. He claimed that he 
had three or four inches more low coal than he got yatd for, 
Our check weigh man went in’ there and measured the place 
and he found that there was - I just forget the measurement 
now, three or four inch of bone in the middle of the coal. 
The company was heasuring this in with the seam, They seid 
you measured the coal from the top to the bottom; it 

didn't matter if you only hed two inches of coal in the top 
and Shothes inch away down , and somewhere four or fivefsee 
below, and one inch, and they measured am the two ana the one 
inch and if €11 wax the rest wes rock it didn't matter, 
your coal was the right height and you got 60¢° per Roux 
yard for the? r ook (in theimi adie: 

What. is said about bone in the agreement? 

Anything more than four inch in the middle woul’ be*paia’ © 
62g. | | 


Well, wouldn't that take care of the case? 





I will just read it to you. Yes, that covers it, we Will > 


That would take care of the case? , it. ih 

, - ; : , : ; . ba ahs a = Lg A 
Well, the man's plece - the minimum ware clause seys thet | ee 
was read out to you yesterday - "When a miner's he oy ae 


BaMse' becomes sbnoznas defficient - = becomes so hare” - - 48 
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| . | 

| all his wages in powder ana surely anyone would concede 

| | his piled would be hard; it is bound to be abnormal and 

| | defficient, | | | | 

; Q It would be taken cere of as Rone? 

KF a You would eat 62¢ per yerd. If anyone ‘ete chuld make 

wages on that I got to see thet. 

eri, —-Q But thet is your eer eement? | 

| gh That is th dpereeng nt but, at the sane time, ite minimum 
ware clause also covers that.. Your place is deficientp it 
is abnormal, it is so hard it is. Hevcl stile 46 wake wages 

MTSS TOU in it. There is both elgauéa. an re 

Q Let us get it clear in ay nina. Whe t is the eabnormelity 





' . . you complain of? 
c A low coal; there wasn't 48 inches of coal there. 
as: .9% . Then you are paid for thet under the apreement of 3- -3/4¢? 


Yes, but the coal which has weighed so much the company 
~-* eos y.. refused to pay for this three inches of bone in the middle. 
Q But they don't have to pay for bone, in the agreenent until © 


a a Te ee ae 
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it gets to four inches, | | | ona 






vy 
I don't know, but in this ebnor me 1 clause it “faye where teas 


iB. ay ty a 


Se 


i fbi? 4! } 
oi chsh he in 


738, teke eere ae the. ong? 


wi a¥ NE 


Se 


— 


re 


> 






re 


q At oosey ote 


hos Lamtonis ad ot ‘essed at tb “oa ad A Laom nes etd " 


‘ ae ‘s a ge Ves uote 


4 


‘eno co to ‘e1a9 nexet fe bLvow Foe: 9 : 

s extsm b Ludo sini enoyie TT. ATR, tq Se. +23 binow. oY a 
| stsdé 998 o¢ fog I todd no gogsw 
a eas of cl SOMO e mee. OG 8 deel taf, 
Miimiata gidt.,omtt auea oft ta tad, tremse meh dd at Smee 

by gingholteb at soslq tO. . ere ae 40 Ga f8 ears, ogan 
Began 2 ee OF ofdtaaogm? at $b, Hxias, oa et ot femtonda, ah 
saeenelo dtod at ont ant ft 


\ ” ofte pinonte 0% 
Spel feo 9..%0 aodont 8 mom A AS iene ae ne ; 





sOLSH tu. od mt ened to sorte eens cadte mr xo. ar eg 
Eb tous Treeetes edt mat badua rot yaqg ov evad ot 0b yond Le 
ot Hovey sealant mnot of aves é vr 
eds. 97m sw eh a sanslo £ aaron gba. ak tod. toss, mh Pb 2 | 


sont ‘soq fos Oe 0x, eq fitw gent aodoat 8 woied 9808 A800 | 
oak ood %o aedoat oor dat, eae 






















=1045- iLex, Rober ten 
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dare of the bobs? 


A Where there is 48 or 50 inches of coal, yes. 
| I want to cot your view. | 
A Well, my view is af we get pe id for coal. and we are suppos- 
ed to have 48 ‘inches of coal there we are entitled to it; , 
. 


if we haven't 48 i nehes aa coal we shoula be paid so much 
per inch for that coal under that. : 
Q Did you ask your lawyer for an interpretation of that? 
A No, 1 never went a ‘ Lawyar ; I don't know whether the 
U.P.R. did or not; I know they refused to pay, anyway. 
‘CouTSS TOWER WHEATLEY: Well, your minimum wage clause is paid for 


ebnorma1 conditions, iscit not? 


A Yes. 
Q Where the condition becomes abnormal? 
A-Y Yes. 


Q And in the thin sean it says - ey aka > 
THE CHAIRMAN: On the sean Less than 48 inches... x& in ERAgtRCBBy it 


says there. | | 

A Well, that woul a be a: seam whether itabe rock, or coal, . 

Q If it is rock it is taken cere of under the condition as to. 
bone; if it is coal it is teken cre if under the define tion “ 
as to Ocal y—--==-— 48 inches? eet a ae és 

A well, it is abnor met when it bee below that and if, it ig. ae 
ebnor me), then your minimum wace clause covers that. If with i! 


that 62g you cannot Hake, the minioun wepe than your. minimum 






wage covers | it; then the. ~ALAADY * should pay a@ minimum ware 


GG? : et 


“td you comnts make he Cat wace in that abnormal plete, be 
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Alex. Robertson 

What is to be paid, - if the seam is below 48 inches 32¢¢ 

for each inch will be paid? 

Yes, and then your minimum wage chause comes in: if the plece 
ig abnormal you will be paid the minimum wage irrespective 
of what the pay per ton, per yard, per inch or anything else, 
if your place is abnormal or becomes hard then the company 
is entitled to pay you 6.56 per day but they do not do it. 
Well, whet have you done about it? 

Well, they knew they had us by the horn; they ae told us, 
"You can do what you like, we are not paying it.” 

Didn't you takecthe procedure under the apreenment? 

We took it up according to per agreement and it went to Mr, 
Young'and he said, there igs nothing doing. Mr, Stockett 
said the same. 

Did you have an independent chairman on it ? 

No, we didn't go to - district office didn't - we wanted to 
go but they wouldn't go, 

Have you any idea why the district office didn't go? 

Well, no, I just forget why they didn't go. Yes, I will 
tell you why they didn't go. I héve communications on file 
that they tried to meet Mr. Stockett but Mr. Young gave them 
a ruling that it would not be paid - I just forget it - and 
we have never got the privilece of meeting Mr. Stockett 
personally; they never arranged no meeting between us and the 
operator, 
You didn't go to an independent cha irman? 

It never went to the operator: they never acceded to our 


request to meet them at all. 
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Alex. Robertson 


q Well, that must have been the fault of your district 
officers? 

A Well, they wrote Mr. Young askine for a meeting with 
Stockett - I have e copy of the letter on file. Theywrote 
him two or three times. He told us, "No use meeting": there 
is no use poing# if they won't meet us. 

CGMISSIONIR DRINNAN: But you can insist? 

A You can insist but if they don't comply - 

Q Well, in a great many cases - 

A Well, in a great meny cases but in this one they wouldn't. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It wes your district officers did not make that arrange- 
ment? 

A Our district offices tried to make the arranrenent but the : 
coal operators would not meet us. We tried to arrange a meet- 
ing between ourselves and Mr. Stockett. The local had me 
elected to go and meet Mr. Stockett on this question and 
our district office sent me a copy of either two or three 
letters where they had written Young - he is the secretary, 

I believe, of the Coal Operators Ass ciation - and they had 
replies from him that this, that and the other - saying the 
3-3/4¢ covered it, and I just forget all, but didn't arrange 
& meeting, anyway, and that is what we Wanted ts arrange & 
meeting but the meeting was never arranged. 

Q Of course, what we are’ chiefly interested in is the machinery 
that exists for settling disputes and we are not a board of 


conciliation or an independent chairmen or any of those things, 
A No, 






















WCE TNS SSN WEN aa ERB INS ARE A 
ane, oe ne aa I PAT Or Ca RR “To at ane 
__ dont yedoR .xeLh | SUGh ane s iReedn ENN ea 


in en 


tobwets aw0Y% $0 inet eit. seed oved joan saat tte wie a 
eee 


Atiw axils out 8 “0% qatdes ano + ‘evorw ll 4 # 








ot oreponT -oLt% m0 tettol edt to yqos 3 evad sn - Seioote 
esedé j Tqakt 9 om ous out” as aot ‘oH saomlt ond 10 owt ‘mid 
oss Jeon now vedé uu ntos. van on it 

| eta tent 480 0% ted “MAMET at smmor ea i D 

~ ylquoo ¢'a0b yedd ‘et dud datent ‘ado oY ie 
- eoaso ‘yan tuors 8 ab tie a 


1 Pate Seat 


ot Sb £0 ow out emo atdt ait tod avago ynaa deetg 8 at “Lot 


-eaaerie tedt een ton Bib areot Zio fotstats woe aan a ina: 
Oe ee “nem a 


malt ‘tod taomennat ts ‘edt preted ed ‘i ‘asottio dorsard, ‘ee 


oe hie shes, f 
ateom 9 eghetTs ot betxt oW +80 J 9 oat a8 Sino atot areqo taos ‘ 
om bad Leool oT .touoote - oil hn aevivemo. “neem od meh a 
bus sotdaeup abd? ao ‘tedoota a oom baa re) ‘ot petobla. © an 


semis xo owt reds te to wIoe, # om tase ‘eattto ‘tobuteth m0 | 
Gene gaaee edt al ed. ~ sasoY wott ww ead godt etodw atete ef % a 
meg yedd ae. - nolteto aad a sot ax9q0 ‘£09 ont to aReen'ise, 2 i 
edt yatyen i. xest0 o dt bas tad vat dt seat mis wor ihe 
egaerie xa $125 ang «00 roy “tant 2 ‘bua (tt some ie 


Pee: “we wey Aes ys De aia ilk PATS. ae akteom 8 ane 






















8 ® T13 ot, B ow u tose at tedt 
rv ma: ABS ts se ee eu t eae 






seas yy; nyo iG 


“to brood 8 ton a 18 99% 


A- 


~1046—= 
Alex. Robertson 

We want to study the industry and where friction of this 
kind occurs in it we want to understand whet machinery 
exists for taking care of it, and why that machinery does 
not wark: so I would really be very interested if you could 
eet from your district office their account of this and 
what happened and send it to us. 
Well, that is all that happened; the operator just simply 
would not meet us. 
Well, I would like to know when he was written to to meet 
and I would like to have the thing - your district office 
must have max a file of it? 
They have that on file, yes. 
If you could get it from them, get copies of the 
correspondence and send it to us? 


Yes, I could do that. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Even with this provision for abnormal condi- 


tions where the coal things out,your contention is that 
even then, where it is not meetine the minimum wage it is 
an abnormal condition and should receive the minimum wage? 
Yes, you take whare e loader gets paid for this low coal 
for bone in the middle, the machine man gets nothing. Now, 
it happened to be a machine man that was kicking about the 


low coal and-s- 


THE CHAIRMAN: You sey the loader gets it and the machine man does not? 


A 


Where it goes over four inches the loader sets 62¢ per yard 
but I have never pot it, anyway, as machine man; some of 


them might have got it but I never aid. I had eight inch 


of hone in the middle ena happened to be able to spread 
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@ line to the section boss and he turned in a couple of 
entry timbers and the like of that; that is all I got for 
it. There is nothing in the agreement to cover the bone in 
the middle;low coal - of course, low coal, the machine man 
gets his percentage of this 3¢3/4¢ but that is where it don't 
measure four feet from the bottom of the seam of coal to the 
top. I figure that the question of seam in this apreenent 
means seam of co@l, not a seam of rock, because we are work- 
ing in &@ coal mine and drawn up by coal miners and the 
Western Coal Operators Association. Now, if the thing 
went alone and you had three inch of coal up here and then 
you had three feet of rock and you had another nine inch 
of coal in the bottom, they would meashre from the bottom 
of this nine inch to the top of the three inch and the machine 
man would get nothing. | 
Does that condition ever arise in the mine? 
It hasn't done, yet. 
That is probably the reason they did not put enythine in 

a condition that 


the aereement about it because i is not -6n -eereenen+ phet- 
you heve 


came /to meet - - | 

Well, it has been this far, that I have cut where there was 
eight inch of bone in the middle of the coal; there was no 
low coal, the coal measured full height. The loader got 62¢ 
per yard and I got nothing, in a place where I shoulda heave 
got 14 ton of £x co@l out of, at least, where the loader 
should have eas 14 ton of coal out of he was getting about 


nine. 


Isn't that She condition that you shoulda heve in mind whenyou 
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next make an apreement, if the asreemnt doesn't say any- 
thing about it? 

Yes, but when you are making an agreement you haven't much 
chance to fix the like of that because the like of those 
things is generally already fixed in other camps and when you 
want to meet this compeny and agree to something mutuelly 

the only thing they will agree to mutually is somewhere they 
can get a reduction of the cost of production in regards to 
men's waces, that is about the only thing they will agree to 
mutually and of course we don't like to agree to that mutually 
very well. . 

As I said 2 moment ago: we ere interested in studying the - 
condition of the industry and where there is dissatisfaction 
in it we want to understand enough of the cause and xkmx 
remedies to be able to recommend anything that can be done, 
but if you have got the opportunity to discuss these condi- 


tions when you are making your apreene nt and then, if when 


your agreement is made, you have machinery for taking them 


up, what can we recommend to change that? 

Well, we have machinery for taking up prievances, all right, 
the districtoffices are If you fail to arrive at a settlement 
with the manager at the mine then you hand it over to the 
district office and they take it up with Young and the dele- 
gate from the local meets the operator penerelly in Calgary, 
and if you don't arrive at a settlement there then you go to 


an independent chairman, but last winter any time we hed a 


erieveance and write to the secretary of the district about it. 


the answer we got was,"There ig no use, the operators refuse 
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to take up any grievance whatever,” I happened to be board 


member here for this sub-district last winter and up in 


Calgary every time you went they would have a list of priev- 


ances a mile long and operators refused to meet then, 


COMMIS: SIONER IRINNAN;. Whp gave you that information, one of the 


A 


district officers? 


Yes, Secretary Peacock. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Mr, Young is here and was sworn on this Commission, and 


I am going to interrupt your evidence just long enough to 
ask him on this point. : 


ROBER T.M.YOUNG , 


Being recalled, and already sworn, was examined by: 


THE CHAIRMAN: What have you got to say about these erievances? 


A 


I say it is an absolute mis-statement. Any time a case is 
taken up with us we take it up with the United Mine Workers 
and if they are not satisfied with the decision we arrive 

at they have their option under the apreenent to go ahead 
with the independent chairman, 

Do you recall this particular case? 

Yes, quite well. We discussed it with the district office. 
and we decided there was no case .You have put your qpestion 
on the difference - on the one hand it states the thickness 
of the coal, whereas the agreement distinetly states the 


thickness of the sean, 


COMMIS SIONER WHEATLEY: What was the actual teetx individual case? How 


A 


thick was the seam at that time? 


Well, I don't remember what the particulars were but the 
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Robert Nl, Young 
correspondence was quite clear, but the question was whether 
the thickness of the seam should be figured less the addition- 
al bone or from the top of the seam to bottom including bone. 
Mr. Stockett's position was that the payment had always been, 
no wat ten Whit the thickness of bone was, from the top of 
the seam to the bottom, and the district officers agreed 
t to that after we had discussed it, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Dormyou remember which district officer you discussed it 
with? 
A I think it was the Secretary, Mr, Peacock; we had a prelin- 
inary discussion and I think Mir. Stockett was over in my 
5 office with Mr. Peacock, and Mir. Peacock was to take the 
matter up further with these locals down here and, as far 
as I remember, speaking off-hand, I don’t think I ever heard 
any more about it. 
COMMIS SIONIR WHEATLEY: Do you remember how thick the seam was at that 
time, that particular seam? 


ALEX. ROBERTSON: 
A The seam was 44 inches. 


& 


Including rock? 


be 


From the top of the seam to the bottom was 44 inches and 
there was pretty nearly four inches in the middle bone, and 
if it is misstatements, it possibly is, but I seen and read 
a letter sent by Mr. Young from the Western Canada Coal 
Operators Association to Robert Peacock, our Secretary, and 
stating that,just as he said, Stockett contended dO ae naa 
alweys been paid for from the top of the seam to the bottom 


and there was absolutely no use in meeting, 
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but 


THE CHAIRMAN: All right,/then, that is just exactly what Wr, Young 


rb D Pp oD PF 


has said. 

No, he said he had met then. 
But he did meet Mr. Peacock. : 
Well, in this letter of his he said it was no beet 
Of course, he might have meant meeting @rain. 


He might have met him after but I know that letter is on 
file. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: They cleim you had no case, What was the 


case for, minimum wage peid or for this 3-4/4¢ rete? 

For the minimum wage. 

WR. YOUNG: No, that is wrong. The case that was brought 
to me was for a payment under this abnormal clause, low 


coal, there was no question of minimum ware. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEYY You coulda not get the 3-3/4¢ for low coal 


A 
Q 
A 


at that time? 
WITNESS: No. 
Neither could you get the minimum wage? 


No, neither. 


THE CHAIRMAN: But you must have got the 3-3/4¢ for low coal? 


A 


a 
ner Aer RL Dai t e 
SUPP We aba oN ki. 


Yes, for coal but not for this bone in the middle and 

we claimed that the place was abnormal and that he sould 
be peid his minimum - with the maneger out here; well, he 
went and got figures and showed us where the machine man 
had made the minimdum; he claimed that he only worked 

gwo and three and four hours, so many days, and the like 


of this; we had no way to show that he didn't because 


there was a book there at the mine where they marked do 
| . wn 
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the time a man goes to work and when he comes back and told 
the check weigh man he had no damned business looking at 
that book and he had better get out, took the book away 
from him and wouldn + let him look at it, and that was the 


orders the check weigh man got when he went to look at it. 


THE CHARMAN: To come back to this case, it will help us if you can 


4 


get gonies of the correspondence with your district office. 
t know I read that letter end I think it should be on file 
there; I don't see why it wouldn't. 

Ana if we get a chance to see Mr. Peacock agein we will ask 
him about it. | 

I believe I have a copy of that letter on file myself and 
I will have a look at noon. 

To come back to the mein point, what suggestion have you 

to make to us? As I said, we are not a board of concilié- 
tion or not acting as independent chairman on this particu- 
lar grievance, but it seems to me there is a machinery pro- 
vided for handling matters of this kind. What wmerestions 
have you to make that would improve that machinery? 

Well, the only suegestion I have to make is that the 
minimum wage clayse be lived up to and my interpretation 
of that minimum wage, clause - 

But you don't get my point. There is an apreenent made 
between you and if you don't think it is being lived up £0 
or if the operator thinks it ig not being lived up to, 

then there is a way of discussing it? 

Oe 


And leads right on up till you heve the right + 
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an independent chairman. Can you suggest any improvement 
on the way of taking up grievances? 

toe fan. the thing be settled right here at the mine, never 

mind going any further, 

Q Well, there is a definite suggestion. In what wey would you 
suggest it be settled here? 

A Well, the local pit committee anc the manager at the mine 
settle it. 

Q Without any appeal to anybody no matter how the decision 
roes? 

A Yes, because I don't know very many cases that they are 
sever settled outside of that. 

Q Well, thet is a very valuable suggestion. Would you care 
+o abide by the decision of any such case? 

A Absolutely. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; But if you got no adjustment, Mr. Robertson, 
you could not very well egree to it? If there was @ eriev- 
ance, if the operators would not meet you and do business 
on that particular issue, you would not very well be 
pound by that, would you? 

COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: What ir, Robertson means, that if the local 
committee ana the mine managers agree on a case, he would 
accept their decision. | ; 

A Well, if they don't agree, what further shead are you 
with the machinery you have to-day? There is this case we 
talk of. The information this local tex has from the 
district office is that the operator refused to meet us. 
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I have letters on file. @ know I have and must have , which 


Alex. Robertson 


is saying that they would not meet us; and as far as we 
know of the case we cannot go and do business with Mr. 
Stockett or Mr. Young ourselves, we got to go through the 
district office. If the district office won't take it up 
we cannot make them, but they told us - I know they told us 
for a fact that Mr. Stockett and Mr. Young seid there was 


no pse meeting; this was their decision. 


WR. YOUNG: Well, might I ask the witness, Mr. Chairman, if he doesnt 
know that if the operators did take such a position that 
the step under the agreement is for their district officer 
to apply for an independent chairman? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, then, if one side won't meet, the other side 
alone can apply for a Chairman? 

MR, YOUNG: Yes, I am aware of that, 

THE CHAIR.AN: This is the first suggestion we have had on our way 
around of any operator refusing to meet and discuss - 

WR. STOCKETT: Mr. Cheiruan, I an wondering - may I say, - I don't 
like to hear this, that I refused to meet the men. It is 
absolutely false . I did meet the district officers ana 
we arrived at - they said there was no case and that was 
811 there was to it. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Will you please describe the wey in which you 
s@y you were right? , | 

MR, STOCKETT: I claim the measurement of the seam, the whole thing 
“depends on the thickness of the seaih; it doesn't say 
’ thickness eo teak Satek of coal or anything else; it is 


the thickness of the seam from top to bottom, no matter 
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tL. stvockett 


as to what that seam is composed of, Not only that, I mde 

that clause; I know what it is intended to cover. I know what 
has been our practice for at least as long as I have been 
in - ten or twelve years; it is the thickness of the seam, 
If the seam gets less than 48 inches, then they get this 
3-3/4¢ for every inch that is less than this 48 inches; 
and when this case came up to Calgary I was there and I 
aid not refuse to meet anybody. I was there and we discussed 
it over and I convinced them we were right on thet perticuler 
point and there was no case and we did not go any further. 

Q Anda you didn't have to pay the 3-3/4¢? 

A MR. STOCKETT: Yes, we did pay it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Not for the bore? 

A WR. STOCKETT: This particuler case, I think it wes 44 inches 
and we dia pay for the difference between 44 and the 48 
inches, 4 inches at 3-1/4¢, which is it? 

Q 3-1/4? 

A Well, 3z, that would be paying 13 cents. 

THR CHAIRMAN: (To Witness): Now, isn't it possible that your-digstries 
the whole confusion arises out of that word "meet"? Isn't it 
possible thet your district officers wrote back and said: 
"The operators refuse to meet us in this matter", meaning 
that they refuse to apree to your contention, and that you 
took it that they refused to actually, physically meet you? 
Isn't it possible to have &@ straight confusion - ? 

MR. STOCKETT: There was no further meeting necessary. 
THE CHAIRWAN: Do you eet my point? | 


MR. ROBERTSON; Yes, I get what you mean, 
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Q If your district officials wrote back to you and said the 
Operators refuse: to meet us in this matter; now, that can 
very well have the meaning that they refuse to agree to your 
contention? 

A No, not accor ding - it might otherwise, only this, that our 

constitution and arreement here calls for someone of the local 

can be represented at the Theat te own expense when you meet 
the operator. Now, I heve notifted the district office that 
I was elected to go to Calgary to meet lir. Stockett when 
the meeting was arranged. I got word back from the district 
office they were going to try to arrange a meeting on a 
certain day or in the near future, possibly such a date, 
and that I wonld be notified to attend. I am still waitine 
to be notified. 
Well, have you got the letter? 

A I want it understood, Mr. Chairman, that if it 1s misstate- 
ments it isn't me that is mking them. I have correspondence 
on file and I wouldn't come up here and sey thines lake that 
if I didn't have something to back it up. I am not here making 
something that I cannot prove. : 

Q No one is suggesting that for a'moment, I know that was not 
Mr. Young's intention, but it would be interesting to see 
the actual correspondence. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: In this particular case, when this 3i¢ wes paid, 
did it make the man up to the minimum wage? 
A No. | 
Q And was that not the contention, the desire to get the 


minimum rate of pay? 
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Alex. Robertson 


A Well, according to figures, ag I said before, that the 
superintendent showed us, the man had worked so many adays, 
that was his contention, that he had worked so many days, 
and I just forget the number of days, and he had made go much; 
he had not mde near the minimum for the nuiber of days he 
had worked there. The superintendent's contention was that 
the man had been in the mine that many déys and had worked 
SO many hours per day and that he had made the Minimum, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Now, was this dispute as to minimum wage ever taken 

up through the machinery - 

A Well, no. 

@ This general question you have brought up to us - I fina 
on counting these names that you handed in on this list, 
that below 6.56 there are 86 of them and over 6.56 there are 
33 - what the total is here I don't know; you say there is 
over 50 per cent. rive less than 6-56. Now, have you taken 
that case up through the machinery that exists? 

A Well, that was our intention when we started collecting the 
statements. 

Q But you haven't done it yet? 
No, but I will tell you why. We haa possibly half a dozen 
old men that have worked for the company this last thirty 
odd years, men that are finished; they are no more good; they 
can't make much, we understand that, but they have absolute- 
ly nothing to live on and if they were discharged at the 
mine theye is no where else they would get work. Now, when 


we “spoke about minimim wage we were told quite plainly , 
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"All right, you fellows take that question up and every 
d-- one of them men will go;" that was the words that was 
told us. 

Q What did you gather from that, or what do you think, your- 
self? 

A What I thought, myself, it was pretty much of a shame for 
& company like that to have old men like that and have them 
working for two dollars and three dollars a day out there. 

Q Could the company afford to pay those men 6,56? 

Well, they should be, after a man pives thirty oad years 
of his life at any industry he shoula be looked after. 

Q But does he - 

A He isn't but I say he should be. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: He should be due to at least the minimum wage? 

A Yes, he should be entitled to that, anyway. 

THE CHAIRMAN: . Don't you think it is rather impossible to mix up old 
age insurance with the actual day to day operation of a 
Mine? Don't you think you are ¢retting on a subject - -~ ? 

A That isn't old age insurance. There is lets 6f jobs around 
& mine these men could do; they have all kinds of jobs, 
like picking bone, that ol@ men coulda do; if they could 
take them out of the mine and put them on the bone belt. 
They have two old men that eave practically all the ir life 
to the company,that they have on trapper's pay, 3.50 or some- 
thing like that a day. 

Q Could they earn more than that anywhere else? 

A No, the men is finished. liinine in thig mine, it 18 pr beg 
hard on a man's body; it takes the best out of you; if you 
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Alex. Robertson 
work here thirty years the best of you is pone, practicdi ly, 
you are all gone. And that is the reason we didn’t try to 
enforce the minimum wage Act; we didn't want to see these 
old men put bn the road. 

Well, I gather your definite information arising out of this 
matter is that you ka¥e think a dispute gnéwarne settled 
locally? 

Yes. 

You have not seen much good of the other machinery? 

No, in fact, what we figure on, that is the contract - there 
should be absolutely no contract rates at all. 

Oh, yes, that is another recommendation you make. 

Yes, why should there be a contract rate at ea mine any more 
than driving a team? If I am driving a team in the city I 
have fot so many loads to haul from a certain place. If 

the machinery breaks down and I don't do it I cet my pay 
just the same; if it is through no faulteofimine. We go 
out to the mine; if we only get one car per day that is all 
that will be peid for and we have got to sit there all day 
and we sit there four or five hours freezine to death and 
then they will tell us, "Oh, I euess there are no more cars 
for’ yous " 

Do you think these men who earn nine, ten, eleven, twelve, 
thirteen and fourteen and fifteen dollars per day will be 
satisfied with the flat day rate? 

I don't know whether they would or not but, of course, 

up until I lost the machine, myself, I was one of them ‘that 
ma de big money and I'd be quite satisfied, the majority 
would benefit by a day wage. — | ) Ree 





















neat te dol eaeth Sey * ‘ ii | } 
we Iso tt og eon Bt, HOY “to tod edd veteeg wettat 05 x00 
of yxt P'obth ow mogaeu edt ak Fede ah +9009 £18 978.0% 
ead? sea ot dusw t'ah ib ow :tod ae auc bes be edd. sortase. ae 
obser, ost ad tuq: nem ‘bLo & a 

aidt to tro smtatsa nokd ancotak otiatiep Oy todd em 2, Lio a 
belitea ed Bisoda sioan dt * aiabat ead, SOY sadt at tetten Me : 
uate RE - Myktaood a 
it be © ae ‘4 i Ake «eer 
Tytontsoss twedte odd ko boos, @owa aeRe Fon. eved wor | < 
erodt ~ togitace sdt ai dadt xo. evtrgtth ow tedw atoat ar “on o 
sis ¢8 sete tostiaoo om UletsLoads od. b Lstode | 

-sdsa yoy onoit sinommo o9% tedious ef dadit 4aey ef 

arom Yas enin s te stat t onnat ao 9, & od, eon b Laos Yer 20k A 
I yfto edd Hi apet s antvith me, I th. ‘smeot, 8 goby bab edt hes 
$I .g08lq nba re9 8 mort Luar, of: mbpod: eam oa tog, oved | i 

Gag Ya fey T St ob ta06 Thue neh een Wroatdoai edt 

og. OW -oahmi to stinst 8. chgsio mmole at th a Asien, ort tent 
ii@el ted? yah tay «189 900 te viao, om tL peatmedt od itne 
. ee. ifs etedd tia at tog, en: ew baa) Ot Skog. ed’ Litw: tad 
has diseb of gabsooit gxnod OVEL) to, Wot emdd tte. ow bus 
amao sen. ahs One ee aaerg 1 se". «a0 siee see-eet “piesa 





gy? 


% 2 2 en ee ays Te ay r ee. 4 we mis ribs aie i) va ae ; 
“orton entovee ws ye A x oe he A aod ean i oe 
Lage’ penitin hes: 8 ee at ° A . 


-1062- 
Of course, the illustration you use doesn't really cerry out 


because I daresay most of the cartege is done by contract. 
Take in the coal business, ell their coal delivery is by con- 
tract, | 

Yes, & man has the contract but then he peys the men working 
for him @ day wage. . 4 478, 

I see, @ man that has got a dollar a ton to apply to the 
consumer, pays the men who delivers to the consumer ? 

Yes, we pay our contractor but men working for him gets so ~ 


much per day, not so much per ton. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What are the men that have the high wages? Are 


hs 


they loaders? 
There is.some of them entry loaders and some of the stumps 
I don’t think you will find very many room men there because 
in & room in No.6 mine they won't. allow you to cut much over 
20. feet wide in & room and it is @ good room where you get 
14 ton of doal out of. Of course, like everything else, some 
machine men have a little more privilecee than the others 
and they maybe get a little wider with the room, maybe get 
15, sometimes es hiph as 16 ton out of a roon, very seldon, 
but 14 would be a good big average, 14 ton eas of coal out 
of a room. Now it takes you two days to clean that up; that 
means seven ton a day; that is 5.60. Three booms(*®) is the 
most you put up, at 18¢; you lay your track, ana have. powder 
and tools and everything out of that, it takes you two days. 
to clean up that room. They did try it in the mine here 
once to give three rooms to two loaders, but they picked out 
the worst section of the mine to try it out in and of course 
it was a f : 7 
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into effect all over the mine that a man could work them 
all the time. Lots of times in the winter, when you are 
working steady, wachine men make good money and they will 
tell you they won't cut you and you are waiting to get cut 
and you lose half a shift and sometimes three deys cleaning 
up @ cut, it brings your average down. 
Wouldn't it be to the best advantace to have the work stead 
ier if they could arrange it? 
Well, I think it would, yes, but the way they do it, they 
put five or six loaders in an entry of rooms and that is 
@ machine man's run amd they will open five rooms, have 
five rooms five loaders, and six rooms six loaders and that 
is all he is altowea to cut; there is no spare rooms what- 
ever. If there were four or five rooms beside him he would 
not be allowed to cut then. 
But if it was going to increase the steadiness of your work 
I think it would be to the company's advantage? 
Men in rooms would be able to make more. The way it is now 
there is no use in you hurrying; it takes you two days tn 
to clean up your room and you can't do any more; it takes 
the machine man one and a half to two hours to cut your 
place. | 
Have they ever tried that method that you speak of, of two 
men to three rooms? Did they put the old men into those 
pleces to try it? 
Men that was used to working here. 
Old men that couldn't earn the minimum wage? 


Oh, no; the men they put in was €00d men but they wouldn't 
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Alex. Robertson 
work in it, taere was so much rock; it was in the south 
east section, and low coal there, and all kinds of bone 
and the like of that to handle; it is about the worst 
section in the mine. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, what reason do you suggest the company would 
have for not having the experiment succeed? What object 
would they have? 

A Well, I think the only object they have is that they cleim 
the men won't timber the place up, the spere room, they 
won't timber it up and let it cave. God knows they have 
enough bosses walking around therewith their hands in their 
pocket , to make men look after their pleces,. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Would it not be in order to check certain 
development so as to not have an excess of development, 
by one man to @ place? 

A Well, @ couple of extr@ rooms in an entry wouldn't make 
much difference in development, 

THE CHAIRMAN: That brings up & point we have been taking evidence on 
@s we go around, & question of joint committees at each 
mine anda joint advisory council for the industry as a 
whole where all such conditions within the mine are dis- 
cussed between representatives éaapaus workmen and — 
representatives of the managemént ; questions such as 
this would be thoroughly talked out between you and the | 
reasons pro @nd con, Have you anything of that kind neve? 


A No. 


Have you any experience with it anywhere else? 
A No, 
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COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Would it be a desirable thing here? 


A Oh, I don't know; I don't see that it would hurt anything. 


You could talk whether you agreed to anything that was 
taken up or not, you could talk on it and find out the 
other's fellows views as well as your own. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That is the point. 
A You never know anything unless you know both sides of 
the Story. If you aren't going to listen to what the 
other fellows say you are never poing to know whet he has 
to say and you are not going to know his views. 


COMMIS SIONER WHEATLEY: But that is the method of advisory work - 


them 
when you have taken up the minimum wage clause with you and 


they prefer to dismiss your 014 men, which would not give 
you very litte encouracement? 

A Well, if you are taking that up through an advisory council 
now, you mieht say, All right, we won't take these old men 
into account at all as far as the meaning is concerned:if. 
the companyyis not big enough to pay those men that have 
given their life to the compeny, if they are not big 
enough to pay them @ minimum wagem let them go, let them 
go ahead and make just + as they did last fell, /seia ; 

Let them go ahead, it is all right Via us; onde your 
advisory board could talk alone those lines, you eon) ¢ come 


to some arrengengn’ enywey. 


Q Well, why is it: tha t you have allowed this firty per cent. 


of your men with less than the iin inaoun wage to be coveteee 
by a few old men weteice like that? Do you think you have done 


finttee to a a hie in that case ? 
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No, we haven't. 
Neither have you enforced the epreenent which was signed 
on your behalf. 
Well, I don't know about enforcing the agreement. I just 
told you about one dispute and if we took up every dispute, 
where were we going to get with it? They will tell you the 
place is not abnormal and they are not entitled to pay it. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Of course, you could always cet as far as the independent 


; : ‘ 
ah oa, 


chairman, at least, to settle a dispute like that between 
yoursel¥es as to whether the place is abnormal; you say it 
is abnormal and the manager says it,isn't, they can carry 
it to - - 

Yes, I realize that you have got to show where your plece is 
abnormal. As I said, there is so many that is not mking 
wages, I told you.why, because in a room - there igs lots of 
roois, understand, in a mine you won't get more than eleven 


ton out of it; still the place is not abnormal. I cut in 


. one section of the mine and done the same cutting there as 


I was doing in the section I had left, all I coula get was 
ten and & half and eleven ton out.of a room, 1 was cutting 
bigger rooms in that section than I was in the other, and 
in the other section 4 could get sixteen and fifteen tons; 
still, the place wasn't abnormal; it was utterly impossible 
for @ man to make the minimum wage in that room because . 
@1l1 he could get wes eleven ton; that is all the cod he hed 
for two deys, How was he going to meke the minimum? And 


still his plece wasn't ebnormal, 
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COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Well, what do you call abnormal? 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 


Well, it tells you if the coal is less than 48 inches. It 
is the only condition they have here. 

Is the coal hard? 

Coal hard? 

Yes. 

Sure it is hard. 

Would that not be an abnormality? 

Well, your room is cut; it is cut for you and you shoot it 


downe 


COMMISSIONER TRINNAN: Was it as wide a room as the other room? 


A 


Q 


A 


Oh, yes. 
It is owing to the thickness of the coal you don't get 
the same - - 


No, it wag lighter coal, 


HE CHAIRMAN: It seems to me what you are now discussine ere the 


kind of things that you end the manarenent nust discuss 
when you ere making an agreement, 

Oh, you never get a chance to discuss them when you are 
making ennegreement; itis made up in Calgary ana they 

take this acreement, all ripht, so much percentage on the 
tonnage rate and day rate, whatever the difference is; 

the rest of the conditions remain as they are. They won't 
go into these conditions with you at all. 

I am pnly pointing out all we can go into them now for is 
to upderstand the general conditions affectine the industry 


and what should be done about it. 


I realize these questions, that that is the place for them 
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is 
to be settled/when we ere mking the apreenent. 

Q You know the conditions in your mine and know the varia- : 
tions that arise and it is up to you to discuss that with 
the Manager and reach an agreement as to how such condi- 
tions are to be treated. 

A Well, ofcourse, we thought we would have that opportunity 
because the super went to the daily press and Stockett went 
to Mayor Hardie, or Hardie to Stockett, and wanted to sign 
up an agreement with them, I believe, for a reduction. They 
didn't come to us at all; they went to the Press and Hardie, 
so we thought we might have a chance to discuss that this 
suumer. I don't know whether they are going to make us 
the same offer as they made to the Herald and Hardie or not, 

Q I don’t know what you are referring erate but I don't know 


if there is anything we can help you. 
BOMMISSIONER WHEATUEY: 


It israther a prominent statement to make and 
it should be taken notice of that these people make the 
statement that when there is anything to discuss or anything 
on their minds that looks forward to a matter of adjustment 
of &@ certain condition, they go and state it to the press 
or somebody entirely foreign to themselves and don't tell 
those that are concerned as their employees. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Does it occur to you that sometimes things get into 
the paper that aren’t stated to the paper? 

COMMISSIONIR WHEATLEY: Well, when @ man's name is attached to it it 

rather takes precedence. It is very well that we should 

have complaints of that description. We are looking forward 


to advisory councils and a better understanding between 
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~ubdersteandine-between workmen and employers. 

A Of course, if the contract rate was cut out there would not 
be half the disputes and where contract rates prevail you 
will always find that there are men making more than others, 
of course, better places and better conditions; then also, | 

what do you call it, the weak goes odes tha strone - - 2? 


0 The survival of the fittest? 
A The survival of the fittest. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Does it occur to you that in the conditions of mining 


where men ere working far scattered and not under observation 
that on the averare they would work as steadily under a day 
rate system as under a contract system? 

A Oh, yes. 
Do you really think they would? I am not accusing them of 
being intentionally idle or anything of that kind. 

A Well, you are the only one that don't accuse the miners 
around here of being lazy, if you don't; but every man 
has his own place now. The officials know what a fair day's 
work is just as well as a man does; well, if you don't do 
that there must be some reason why you haven't done it, and 
it would be up to you to tell the boss why you didn't do 
and if you weren't doing a fair day's work you would have 
to go, that is all. Wmt I mean a fair day's work, I admit 
that a man is entitled to give a fair day's work for a fair 
day's mayx wage, but I also meintain that a man is not 
entitled to wtwmxx go down that mine, working contract, go 
on to the face of the coal; he is teking more chances then 


these company men are, and I claim he is not entitled to 
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eo down in that mine and after he has worked all day and 
out and make less than the company men. The contract men 
work so many days per year and the company men work 
practically steady, quite a few more than he does, and if 
there is anyone that is entitled to big money it is the 
contract men. Up through the Pass, I believe, I haven't 
worked much up through there, I worked in the North country 
more , but I believe Mr. Wheatley knows that yp through the 
Pass a contract man, if he doesn't make his wages, he 
is paid the minimum, and they make higher money there, a 
bigger percentage of theu, than we do here. Of course, 
it is the company men a11 through there that suffer, while 
here, if you will look through that book you will find the 
company men is making pretty near twive as much per year as 
the seventy per cent, of the contract men, 
In answer to Question 23, you recommend that all small hay 
wire outfits be closed down. It is only once in a while most 
of them are able to p&y their employees: and alg@ that no 
more mines be opened up. Do you want to enlarge on that at 
all? 
Well, this is just this way, what we mean by hay wibe out- 
fits is this, outfits that start up and lots of time thdr 
men don't get paid; we don*t care how small a mine is or 
anything else as long as a man has enough money to pay his 
oRPLOT oe 6- We feel that the man should at the beginning 
of Pe a asa ani to pay that pay;he should have it at the 
beginning of the pay not at the end efter he sells his coal 


he should have it before he sells his coal, 
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That is in line with the end ant hene made to us elsewhere. 
As far as opening up any more mines, I don't see why they m 
should be opened up. There isn't work now for men at the 
trade. You take it not only in this country, but take - 
Secretary Davis, of Labor in the States, tells us there is 
thousands of unemployed and there is no remedy for it; every 
industry you want to mention. I don't see why we should keep 
on making it more over-developed. 
What about the safety provisions? You say you recommend that 
the Mines Act as present provided be strictly be observed 
&c. (Reading). 


Yes. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Do you inspect the mine under Section 90 tof 


the Mines Act? 

No, we don't, 

Why? 

Well, it takes money and we haven't got any; it takes money 
to send your committee around the mine; they can't do it 
for nothing, and they can't lose a day'sxwage and do it 

for nothing,gnd we haven't got money to wey for then, 

In British Columbia there is @ provision that each mimex 
man is assessed @ proportionete amount to cover this expense 
every month. Would some provision of that kind meet your 
aifficulty here? 

Well, it would be all right if the government or someone 
else passeatit but if us local officials ever tried to pass 


anything where you assessed them any more than they are 


assessed you are liable to get murdered, even if it ‘a 


aD 
aa 


HOt 




























ee re hol ee es 
ae PS ve hel ie een lye 


moatredod .xotd | 


-oredwoale eu ot shea anoltasague odd a tw ont hi erm 8 
th yedt ydw sea f'n0b I: wemtm otom yaa qu sutaego 38) aie nas 
edt te com x0b wom XW nak oxedt aH beaege ‘ed bLaode 

~ 9xat dud atnwog eidd. ab ELAO- tou th ovat “not eb ad 

at event en affet . Bobet ont at todadl to eived viodoxoeg 
YTsve gtl cot yoomet.on ef etedt: a9 bevolgmens Xo abueasodt 
geex hinods ow ydw seg t*a0b I HOLT oat ot JS ctater aoe Erbanbat 
7 | hoqoLevedwv0 otgu tt guna’ to 
bade lisinianias HOY Use oY Sanota trou Wore ‘sid tiods vad 
bevisade ad yLtotwae od Pr ——, ae toa eonkM ‘edt 
Cane, eee Z 

ene Be ee ¢ Sie od wBe ae, tS ag 3 





so Oe stobd ogc rm beast enka eit foouent Pil of YO aac enc 
| Tam eemhM edt 
wees fob: ow on 

yo 9 Hanke Macey ee 


Youon asvet +? -voe ae tt osvad. ow baa yenow wet oY «Liew 
th ob t'aso port jormtn odd Bacote ‘soddhamoo’ 0% pies be 
¢20b bos e_ewxa'ysh 8 ogol ¢'a89 yodt? bas aatditon Rok q ; 
stot tort yey of yonom tog t! te vast ow Sag .qatdton ‘not Ae 

ante does. tadt Moke tvorg: 8 el’ eredt mbaaseee weitind a oe 

| pease adit roveo Ot. taneme: etanont oro 61 ea: Bea: 
| eee annie ou ee 





| | -1L072- 
Alex. Robertson 
for their own good. 
Q It would tost about a cent per man, I woula teke it. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Per what? . 
A Per day. 
Oh, less than that - half a cent. 
For the one inspection a week? 
One inspection a month as provided by the Act. 
Oh, it wouldn't cost you a cent. 


It woulé not cost a cent a day? 


Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A Ber month ? 

Q Per month. 

A Well, yes; about one and a half, 

Q You had 600 employees. 

A That would give you six dollers. 

Q @ would be nine dollars a month. 

A Yes, we had over 600 last winter. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; Wouldn't that be a good investment to correct 
things of this nature, when you can make xm recommendations 
before. the government? 

A still, your pit committee work in the mine; they c@n see 
the conditions;,. they can report without inspecting the mine. 

Q But it would not be official. If you hed an official Bp poi nbe 
ed for that purpose you would have an officiel right to make 
an inspection and report. and put it in the book for that 
purpose and also send it to the Inspector of mineg. There 
is @ chance to. get remedies. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You say you have not used this Section 90 because of the 


expense on the local? 


: 
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Yes. We did a year ago last spring, we elected two members 
to do that but before they got working the strike was called 
and after the strike it was never taken up since and of 
course now it might be taken up again, I don't know, but 
we have never done it. We have never had that inspection, 
not while I have been secretary of the local, anyway; but 
that clause there, that the Mines Act be adhered to - 
what is the i aa of having a Mines Act when they don't live 
up to it? 
Well, it is like everything else; nothing is perfect and 
if there are ways in which you can help to have it lived 
up to - 
I know, but then, the company here, when we try to make 
the men live up to the Mines Act the company gets behind 
the mem and tries to get the men to: break it; that is how 
it looks like to me. 
In what instances? 
Well, there is a book at the mine. When you take your lamp 
out in the morning, your lemp is numbered and the time that 
you went to work is entered against that lamp number. When 
you come from work the time you come from wark is entered 
arainst yaux that lamp number. ‘There ig a machine man 
that goes down @l11 hours of the day and night, one, two, 
three, four, five in the morning, they are entered in this 
lamp book. Why, we always had a look at the book and 
nothing said about it until this winter and the management 


found out we were making them live up to the Mines Act 
























em daen owt betoole ow gat te taal one "x08 & 2 bth’ o we 
heliso eaw oikate: out ‘aettal wr we vedi gxohed toe tent Ob of Rea. 
to bas eonte ‘qu getet reven aew tt eabata ont ret ts bi ' 

tod woot o) toh I. niese qu meted od tdqim tf wont ‘pathos as 
-fottoeqant teit Sad revex eves ew .tE sited sobow ovat ow | 
dud sYawgiea .feool odd to yrste 0d’ aood eved I eltsw ton 

~ of beveidbs ed tod aontit ont tens: oree yee fo fade 

evil $'a08 Yods node voA aout 8. eee te ean ‘adi at dade 
Hee eine cae artagy Mg” 

bas toetreq af qnidtom ;ea le gitkdd ere ve eas al gee frew 
bevil +i eved ef oite ‘BO GoY dotdw mt evew oe ‘stodd te 
APS pie oom, pa at, ot o 7 

eis of yw ow aodw .oted YMaymo 9 edd. eiodit tod! wort E 
butded ates yHemod ot tod eect edd of oe “ev EL’ ea et 
woN gt tad <2 deoxd-of mom ode teq oF aolut bas weit’ out 
em ot otk aoor er & 

| | | $aeonedent esd a 9 
quel wooy otet nox ce onthe odd +s Kocba wit ereae yilew ‘a | 
dedt emkt edt bas bee da al quel wOy ahora oat ee 
aecW. sedan qaet saad san tess Soret ne at show ot to0w. a 
- bewene at ro. OLG0 “ a ye cee ah eo ae a ae 

| eee ; ) a | 
. athe ao os bs 








~1074- 
Alex. Robertson 

by working only eight hours, when we could look at this book; 
so I guess he gave instructions to the fellow in the lamp 
cabin that the check weigh man wasn't to see this book any 
more. Anyhow, when the check weigh man went in to look at 
the book he was told to get toh- - out of there, that he 
had no business to look at the book. We have correspondent® 
between ourselves and she Attorney General and John Tf. 
Stirling, also the mine inspec tor here, and John fT. Stirling 
ruled we had a right to look at that book; the mine manager 
said we didn’t, that he came under the regulations - whether 
he figures rerulations don't belong to the Mines Act, I 
don't know, but that this book came under the reeulations 
ana we hed no right to look at it, but John 1. Stirling, 
Mines Inspector here, ruled we had; still, we aren't allowed 
the privilege. That is one instence where we could have 
enforced the Mines Act if the Company had got behind us 
and wanted to enforce the Mines Act, we could have done it; 
in fact, we would not need to look at the book if the conm- 
pany wanted to enforce the Mines Act but it looks as if 


they didn't want to as far as that is concerned. 


THE CHAIRMAN: How lately has that been taken up with Mr, Stirling? 


A 


Oh, we have been writing all winter, I believe, been 
writing, I believe, since December up till March, anyhow; — 
I think the last letter was in March sometime that we got 
from the Mines Inspector here where he ruled that we had a 
right tolook at that book, and said he would take it up with 


the management. Whether he did or not, he never let us know. 


The management has never told us that we Could look at the 
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book, anyway. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: If you did use your committees for mine 


aaa 


> © Ff. © 


inspection you are awere they could not deny that? 

Which? 

As an inspection committee you are aware you would have 
every right of access to these books? 

No; they claim not. That is their contention , thet we have 
no right to look at that hook. The only book thet the super- 
intendent out there said we had a right tolook at was a book 
where they put down in the morning 642 men went to wrk.at 
7:30, and then I seen + I believe since last fall there was 
one ian was entered for working over time andit was nice 
warm weather in March or April when it occurred, and he was 
overtimecbecause the pipes was froze, We worked there all 
winter, whatever it was, 30 or 40 below zero for a couple of 
weeks, the pipes never froze then. 

Did you talk to the man himself who did this work? 

Yes. 

Wheat did he aay about the pipes? 

His machine was broke, that was the excuse he pave us, 

but there must have been three or four machinemen working 


in the same section he was ana they got air and pressure 


Seer ight. 


What pipe do you mean? 

The air pipe, the air line. I have seen the main pipe if 

it was froze on him it would be froze on every machine man 
in that section - I never seen the sm1l lines coming off 


the main line freeze yet, 
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Of course, thetprinciple thet is at stake in what you 
are discussing is your access to the book. Once more, 
as a commission, we cannot fo back to whet happened last 
year. 
Oh, well, you can see Stirling when you go to Edmonton and 


tell him his ruling didn't go in Lethbridee here, that the 


“CQ. PR. over-ruled him and he had better get it im black 


and white in the Mines Act. 


Well, that is a definite sueeestion along that line. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATL?Y: How is your ventilation? 


A 


Well, the ventilation is fairly good in some sections 

but down in the south west section you cannot work at all w 
when you get’ down below about 19 butt it is impossible 
to work; it runs down to as far 4s 33 and when you get down 
there it is impossible to wark, fhe smoke will fo ace inst 
the air down there; that is how bad the ventilation is 

down there. The smoke will come out of your room and 
instead of going the way the air is supposed to go it will 
go fifty-fifty in your room; you blow the smokeout of 

your room with compressed air and when it gets to the entry 
4t will blow back half way and no move to ee 

Whet about the Mines Inspector? 

I don’t know. Well, you see, he comes down and Mekes en 
ingpection; they generally take him around ine section 


like where wax I am working now, where the air is good air. 


But he surely doesn't let anybody take him eround the mine? 


“Doesn't he fo around himself? 


I don't know whether he hag ever been down in the south- 
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west of 32, but if he ever has he certainly couldn't say 
there is enough ventilation for a man to work there. There 
may be enough ventilation going through the rerulator Byer 
for that section according to the amount of men and horses 
that is working there but the ventilation vertainly don't 
get down to 32 butt because there is a Man working down there-- 
well, Iwas surprised, I thought if the company told him he 
wags working for nothing, he is a fellow “eee would not kick; 
end he is a fellow that I never heard ielok /in my lite, ana 

he claims if they don't move him out of there he will have to 


quit, it will kill hin. 
Q That is another question where your section 90 - - 
A ~~ Yes, if we had - - 
COMMISSIONER IRINNAN: Are you interested enough to look at the 


inspector's report? 


A The mine inspector's? 

Q Yes. 

A No. 

Q You never go and look at that? You don't know whether he 
inspected all the mine or part of it? 

A No, I don't. 

Q Well, you know the mine inspector is supposed to report 
after he has inspected and state what part of the mine? 

ng I don't know - he don't inspect it all when he comes out in 


the one day. 
Q Well, he could take one or two or three days. 


A Oh, no; he always comes one day. I never seen him out two 


days in succession; he might have been, 


Ba i. 
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But theventilation couldn't have bothered you very much - ? 
No, I aidn't bother very much because it is all the same - 
I seen him out in sections where there are old timber 
lying on the side of road and conditions that certainly 
wasn't to the safety of the mine and they were never improved 
after he inspected it; he is bound to have seen them because 
he walked through that entry, and i a walking through 
that entry myself and they were never changedj the timbers 
are still left lying there; dirt and rock on the tracks, 
and it was never changed after he had inspected it. When you 
could see the like of that you didn't take much stock in his 


inspection. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: There is @ suggestion that this mine inspector 


rr D FP OD PF 


be accompanied by an experienced miner. 

Yes. | . 

Would it cover cases of that kind? 

Yes, I think so. 

This is an additional miner inspector. 

If there were an experienced miner to go along at the 
government's expense, not on the miners’ expense. That is 
our meaning of that, 

Don't you think, Mr. Robertson, that a condition such as 
yoy have just described , that the expense would not be much 
if the corrections were applied? , 
Which? | 

That the expense of sunk a thine as we wideeat in these 


inspections woula be very little compared with the improve- 


ment made? 


oh, yes, 
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Well, why consider the expense? 
Well, as far as I am concerned, I don't; I wouldn't; but, 
then, you know & working man is a curious aninal; he hates 
to gee somebody else get an e&sy day once in a while, just 
the same as a lot of them hate like blazes to see you get a 
good job like you have now. I am not meaning this as any 
sarcasm or anything. 
Not at all, I understand that fully. 
Suppose the local elected me to inspect a mine, I'd hate 
to s@y in plain languese what they would say about me but 
to modify the language and put it politely they would say, 


"Robertson's getting another rake-off, getting an easy day 


inspecting the mine instead of loading coal." 

That ig not the case in every mine, just let me describe, 

I have made inspections myself and that used to be the hard- 

est part of any work that I did, far harder then any work 

wine boards 

that Iwas doing regularly, climbing over weeden-doers and 

up the pitch, for @ change all that day, nearly murdered me, 

go that there wasnnothing easy and there is nothing easy 
var ious 

in your case, if you go around into these/places that want 

proper inspection, you would certainly not have any easy task, 


No, but could you tell the other fellow that? 


THE CHAIRMAN: Why not pass it around so they all get a chance to see 


what it is like? What comment have you to make on the 


Workmen's Compensation Act? 
Well, there is this about the Compensation Act, that this 
percentage stuff, it don't get you nowhere. I think that a 


man getting pajd compensation, he should know just what is 
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coming to him, so much per day for every day he loses. 
That is the way it used to be. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: You mean by that a flat rate? 


A 


Q 
A 


Yes. 
THE CHAIRMAN; That is the way it used to be, wasn't it? 
I don't know; it is the way it has always been since I had 


anything to do with it. 


I understand it was the miners who asked that change from 4 


flat rate. You think you would prefer a flat rate? 


®Ao miner is supposed to get 623 of his total earnings, 

Well, he don't get it. I worked from the 20th October until 
the 2nd of January. I heppened to smash a bone in my foot; 
and I only got 2.49 per day, while I everaged, from the 

20th October till the time I got hurt on the average, I 
believe, around eight dollars, between seven and eight dollars 
but that was all the compensation I got,°2.49¢ per day. 

Was it a total disability? 

I had @ bone broke and was off work for five or six weeks 


with it. 


COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Well, what period do they figure out you earn- 


ings for? 

Well, they figure it out for the year before, but they didn *t 
figure my earnings out for the year fore because my earn- 
ings for the year before amounted to $1990., that is for 
work I had done outside of the mine. 

But did you report that to then? 

Yes, and they told me that they were basing the compens@tion 


on the average per day earned at that class of that work 
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in this viele hiv: 

Q That is all the minine industry would have to péy but, then, 
what other industry were you employed at that made up the 
balance of your income? 

A The district office; I worked for them quite a few days 
when the mine was workings 

Q You didn't work in any other industry? 

A Noe 

THE CHAIRMAN: Have you any correspondence with the Compensation Board 
ites weala give me your file number, nymuber of your case? 

A No, I don't know whether I have any on file or not. The Act 
gave them that right to fix the compensation that way. I 
took 1t up with the Mine Inspector and he wrote them and he 
ghowed us where they had that right in the Compensation Act. 
And this was the legal ttecaE?} rate, 2.497 

A Yes, according to that reading in the Act, Then there are 
cases where Jo. Marsh told you this morning, where the Board's 
decision has been final where it is a hardship. We have & 
fellow Davenport, that lost an eye ig No.3 and he got 
nothing for his eye; he got his 55 per cent, of his earn- 
ings while he was off work and that is all he did get; he 
got nothing for the eye he Laat; he has not even got & 

. glass eye fron then. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Is the case closed out with the Compensation 
Board? 
A Yess 
COMMISSIONRR DPRINNAN; Is that according to the Act? 


; AR ey don't know. Kinney was down here when we took his case 
haa; yiatan’ 
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up and he told us something that as far as the Compensation 
Board and the Act was concerned that they were finished 
with Davenport but they were trying to put through some 
amendments, something like I believe they had, I think he 
said, in Ontario, where-s I forget the amendment , whatever 
the amendments were, if they went through that Davenport 
would come under them; but whether they went through or not, 
I don't know, but I know that Davenport got nothing more, my- 
WEY 

MR. YOUNG: When did the injury occur? 

MR. DAVENPORT: . In .'22,. December, 1922, in No.3, and had it teken 
out in '24, 

MR. YOUNG: What is your first name? 
A... Jonathan Davenport. 

COMMISSIONER, WHEATLEY; Of course, there ig a new revision to the 

Act at. the present time that was not in at that time. You 
ere aware of that, Mr. Robertson? 

A Yes; I believe. there.is,.I haven't seen the latest Act, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, what .do.you think an appeal to anybody else 

would have done in this case if, it wasn't in the Act? 

A Well, now, I. don't know but sheue should be something in 
the Act =. I don't think there is anyone that will admit 
that. he has justice... He got something like $50. while he was 
off work for. the loss of that eye. 

Q But the Act has since been amended, I am told, to cover such 
& case. Sb to come to your particular point, it was the Act 


that was at fault, not the administration of it? 


A Oh, yes, it was the Act that was at fault, absolutely; but. 
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why shouldn't there be something put in the Act to cover 
cases like that , make it retroactive? Do you think he 
should go the rest of his life without that.eye? How much 
did you get, $89.7? | 
MR. DAVENPORT: I got $104. 
i ROBERT SON: - for the time he was off work and that is 
all he has got, and now he has got to go the rest of his 
life without that eye and without anything for it, and I tink 
there should be something put in the Act to cover cases like 
that, cases that happened ee to-day. 

Q How far back would you suggest they go? 

A Back as far as the Act goes. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: It was changed in 1921; there was. $500. for the 
loss of an eye. It was amended again in 1923, and this 
provision was cavered, but during that period of tine, from 
1920 ro 1923 this deficiency exists. There wes $500, in 
the first place but, between that and certain amendments 
that were made in the Act, it left out this provision; it 
wes a technical error and the workers of the province were 
promised that this additional amendment would be retroactive 
but it never was so and here ig one of the victims, 

A That is where I say it was made retroactive, and how far - 
I think it should go back to the time the Act came out first 
because I don't think it is right that anyone, no matter how 
long ago the accident happened, that is situated like Daven 
port here is, 1 think he should be taken care of. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We will look into that, on the matter of lerislation; 


; thet is news to me. Any other suegestions in respect tm it? 
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That is not a case where reference would have done any food, 
4s it? Have you any instance where it would have been an 
advantage to have an appeal from the decision of the Board? 

A Well, yes, my own case. 

Q Well, but you have been told that was under the Act. I don't 
mean objections to the Act but I mean objections to decisions 
under the Act? — 

A I don't get you. 

Q You have been assured by the inspector that you got all that 


you could get under the Act? 





A Yes. 

‘COMMIS SIONER WHEATREY: Under that classification. 

‘HE CHAIRMAN: So it was not the case of a board making a decision that 
aid not give you the full benefit of the Act? It is the 
Act that you are objecting to ,nbt the decision of the Board? 

A Yes - - no, the Board had the ripht to pay me 62% per cent. 
of my earnings up to $2000,, isn't it? The Board had ie! 
right to do that, 

Q But you said the inspector told you you got all you cauld 
get under the Act? | 

A No; he said if that was the way the Board ruled then I could 
do nothing. | 

(Answer ): 

Q Oh, I see, I didn't get it that way before./No, the board 
could have paid you 624 per cent. up to 2000 but they didn't 
do it but they could have ruled that way if they wanted 
and their decision was final on that. 


& 


Well, now, it is past our usual lunch time - 


b 


I have gob a long way to go. 
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Q You can send it to us. 
A I would like to get it here to conninece lir. Young that what 
I have said is so. 


Q We wijl meet again at two o'clockand if there ig anybody - - 


MR. STOCKETT: May I say a word abeut to straighten out 
things about the Gee att of the land at Herdieville. I 
think Mr. Robertson has the impression the land belongs to 
the ¢. P. R. It belongs to mem hy the name of McNab and 
Hopkins; they awe the men that laid out that townsite and 
sold the lots. We have no interest in that whatever. ana 
one other point was, thet while that Sanitary file is marked 
Mine No.3, it is simply because they have continued the old 
File Number 1. It also includes Mine No.6. There is not a 
wash house at No.3 and there is mo Hardieville at No.3. We 
get a copy of those reports, too. 

On the 15th December, 1924, was No.% in operation? 

No. 

It is obviously No.6. 


rr 2 F&F L 


They have simply continued the old file. 


Adjourned until 2 o'elock P. M. toaday. 
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2 o'clock P. M., Tuesday, May 19th, 1925. 


ADREZ .R OBERT SO 4H, 
Being recalled, and already sworn, was examined by: 
THE CHAIRMAN: Well, Mr. Robertson, you might come forward, if you 

will. You have @ copy of a letter-purporting to be sent 
by Mr. Young addressed to lir. Peacock, February 5th, 1925. 
(Reads): "Referring to your letter of 23rd January regarding 
the claim of Jo Beggie, a machine man..... the clause Te 
abnormal conditions in the Galt agreemnt reads as follows: 
eee th woah the clause itself does not say specifically 
wpecceserees £4065 If, this fact is established .,..... sh ouad 
be investigated by your office eccecee-s the local should be 
advised to thet effect. Regarding the shifts worked by 
contract miners... be entered on their wy statements, &c,... 

--.-- by joint conference," Signed, R.ii. Young, Secretary, 
There is @ letter dated February 25th, R. Peacock to 
Alexander Robertson: (Reads) "I am enclosing herewith copy 
of letters received from John T. Stirling, Chief Inspector 

0 of Mines, which are self explanatory. You will see that the 

persons appointed by the workmen to examine the books under 

Section 10 has permission to do so at the time such entries 
ere made or immediately afterwards. In connection with the 
dispute re payment of bone......... so you will readily see 
the operators at this time are taking advantage of the apree- 
en t due to the fact that the miners at the present time 
are unable to put up any fight to enforce the aspreement, 


“ However , I will egain take this matter up with Mr. Sanna koe 
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notify you if a conference can be arranged. Yours truly.” 

THE CHAIRMAN: You have not got your files here, Mr, Young, of 
course: Have you? 

MR. YOUNG: No, but I have sent for them and I think they will 
be at Blairmore.when you are there. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Was there anything more you wanted to say about this 
matter or anything else, Mr. Robertson? 

A No, I just wanted to clear myself. 

Surely; I can quite see, according to your information, you 
were waiting for some further word from Calgary, 

A Yes, that the conference was never arrenged. After I got 
this letter on the 25th, I happened to be up in Calgary at 
@ board meeting and asked Secretary Peacock why he had not 
arranged the conference and he told me thet Mr. Young said 
there was no use having & conference, and while I was up 
there he 'phoned to Mr. Young to try to arrange for & con- 
ference so that 1 could attend it while I was there but Mr, 
Stockett was not in town, And that was the finish; I never 
heard any more about it. 

Q Well, we will get the rest of the file and get in touch 
with Mr. Peacock on it, too, if we can. 

A Yes; but the information I had was that Mr. Young saia 
there were no need for a eit eee nae and would not arrange 
one. | 

Q Of course, but lir. Young mepested that the union officials 
should look into it. themselves. 

A Well, they dia. 


And there is nothing in that to say that they refused | 
| 8&8 Cone 
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ference after they had done that? 

A Welll no, but, of course, according to the information I 
got from Peacock he had, and, of course, he mde the state- 
ment to me and I seen lots of disputes in the district office 
there and he mide the statement there that none of them would 
meet them. + @on't know: I believe it was from Cadomin = - 
I don't know -- have you anything to do with Cadomin, Mr, 
Drinnen - I don't know, and I pelieve it was Mr. Drinnan 
that was mentioned+-I wouldn't be sureg-that mt them in 
Edmonton and then wouldn't meet them at the mine. They said 
the way he got out of it was he had no data in Edmonton and 
he would not meet them at the mine where he had the data. 
What mine was thet? , 

A I am not sure whether it was Mountain Fark or Cadomin, and 
I wouldn't say for sure whether it was yomx ir. Drinnaén or 
not; it may have been some other. 

Qe Who made the statement to you? 


Peacock. 


& 


We will have to ask him about that. 

a Whoever it was, met Sherman in Bamonton and told Sherman 
when they took the question up,"Well, he had no deta here,” 
and Sherman says, "Well, can ¥ meet you at the mine?" and 
he wouldn't say, wouldn't meet him, anywey. 

Q We want Mir. Sherman to discuss matters with us; he hasn't 
come yet. | . , 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: The matter of lamps was brought up yesterday. 
What is the sentiment here in that regard? 


i A Well, that again, I don 
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wes signed.At the time the question came up I had a steady 
job, was working for George R.I., worked every day, but 

as far as I can understand from Secretary Peacock, he was 
secretary of the local at the time , and there was an agree 
ment drawn up between the company and the local that as soon 
ag these lamps was recognized throughout the district as a 
safety lamp they would become free to the miners here, the 
same as they are through the district; but Peacock Lost 
that agreement and the compeny can’t find their copy of it; 
that is the way I got it from Robert Peacock. 

Has that ever been taken up with the company’ with a view 
to eliminating the one per cent.? 

Oh, we have spoken of it on different ocassions but we are 
always told that the one per cent. does not cover the ex- 
pem es and I don’t know how it works out in other camps 
where they collect nothing; I don't know whether nothing 
covers the expenses in other camps or not, but we are 
always told one per cent. does not go anywheres near cover- 
ing the expenses here and Mr. Stockett made the statement 
yesterday that we had the best lights in. the country. I 
just want to tell Mr. Stockett this, that the best lights 
in the country cost a whole lot of ns /2450 or $3. mxaay 
pair of overalls about every two weeks or every month. You 
get a leap and you take in slack time like this, you are 
handed @ lamp in the morning. Twice now, myself, within 


this last six weeks, I have gone down and only worked about 


three days - two of them days my lamp was out by eleven 


o'clock. One day I managed to pet the fire boss, he came 


ii e Ce lene ee eae Gee 
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along and he had a Wolfe safety and he gave me hig lamp 
and cartted on with the Wolfe safety and his lamp went 
eut aieng about an hour after I got it and I had to sit 
with another fellow and I had to wait to three o'clock 
to get off (qut?).. If they work to-day , I think they charge 
the batteries tonight and they are not recharged again until 
we use them; they lose a certain amount of power all the time 
and when we get them in the daily work they are liable to 
go Out inside of two hours. I know there is & whole lot of 
them go out inside six hours, 
Does the company know about this? 
Well, they eectaint have been told about it because some- 
times you get mad and bust up the Seer lt know I did myself, 
one day, and they asked me what I was trying to do. I told 
them I was looking for the light I was paying for. That 
was to the head lamp man and, as I said, they cost us over- 
alls; you get them and the first thing you know, whe teu is 
inside of the lamps, it must be some kind of acid in the 
battery, they start running down your pants and it burns 
them right out, even will burn your skin, 
They are evidently faulty at that, 
Well, that is the fault of the men in the lamp cabin, I 


. should judge, in not seeing that your lamp is right, I have 


cone up for four days in succession and reported my lamp in 


bad shape to the heed lamp man, I didn't break the lap; I 


ine handed it in the wey I got it and tola them it wasn#t 


ras giving no ight, ana there was no thing done, so the 
fourth day : San-he nd led. the pel and I got it fixed, It is 
ae only way you will get them fixed. IT don "t know whether 
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the lamp men out there figure they have a hold on the job 
or they can do what they ydike on the job but that is the way 
they do when you report it, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Have you reported t# this to anyone above the lamp men? 
A No. 


the 
Q Isn't that/same kind of thing this committee could take up? 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Oh, yes. 


A Oh, yes, we have, not right at the time but we have, in taking 
up disputes we have taken up that question with the manage- 
ment, the pit committee has taken that up. They also took 
the question up about acid getting out of the batteries and 
burning your clothes up. Well, possibly for a couple of weeks 
after that there would not be go much kick and they would just 
get as bad ac@in, 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, did you report it again? 

A Oh, well, + couldn't say, juss once in a while; I know on 
two or three occasions the question of lamps has been dis- 
cussed but the dates or that, 1 couldn t give you. 

Q Well, between the pit committee and this special provision 
for an inspection committee, once more the machinery is 
there for you to employ, isn't it? 

A The mechinery is there, yes. 

Are there any other points, Mr. Robertson? 

Well, I don't know; there are lots of things I could say; 
I don't know: I might pet tied up in them, too because they 
are things that I don't icDeote Iewe about, as regards the 


meanar-ement of mines and the like of that, but there is things 


that even a 5'8 stiff like pyelf can soe where lots of 
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things to cut down the cost of production could be done, 
that is in my mind, anyway; I see in the Calgary Albertan 
that Mr. Stockett - I didn't hear much yesterday, Ilana 
little dull of hearing and didn't eet what he was saying 
or very little of it - I see where he claims that the lower- 
ing of wages is going to help out the industry. Now, the 
figures were ‘submitted, which is correct, I don't see how 
we are going to stand any reduction. I think any fair-mind- 
ed man wil agree that it is worth fifty cents a day, any- 
more to work in @ Mine than it is to stay on the surface, 
and when people working for the city here rets $5. and 5,50 
@ day, men working in the brewery gets the same, and when 
we have lots of men that is working for less than $4. a day 
in the mine, + don't see where we can stand any reduction. 
What does the city pay 5.50 for? 
some of them men are getting 60 and sixty odd cents, I 
Believe, an hour. 
On what kind of work? 
Down in the power house, just firing boilers or Oiling and 
I think men on the street, I don't know whether it is 55 
or 60, they are getting, 1 think it is 54 they get, steady 
work, Then, arain, eet fall we took a reduction of 1.17 
a day, that is the contract men did, and the company men 
that makes a whole lot more money than we do, I think the 
biggest reduction they took was 96¢ and they got an incr ease, 
I think it was in 1921, October 20 or 21, they got an increase 
of 1415 when we got nothing. That is where the difference, 


where we used to load Six tons for a Dinknum we ge now 
| 10w we 


























nog? te dor 9th 


ontop od 5 Ine sotFonbory to 409 edt nwo £ $20, 4 eontdd 
 tatiod LA yusgied edt mt. e9e Bs ewes baka. Yan ak ak. tedd- 
& ms L .wab tetaey dossm T89 Ki ‘thapea T + toxoota, , ai tod ) 
e gnivee ssw od Fatw teg ot abtb: brs qntrsed to Lib atone aa i 
=Yowol edt tad? eatalo od eo ae t « th %6 eltane CreV, % ze 
edt wok soutenb ad ee: tro qied of gatos at: 0300 to gat 
wos soa ¢'tob I ,toettoo ai dotdw bod? Lndne ovtow aoursat met 
-brti-tist yous aakit 1 ,mobtouber woe baste. ét ‘Qikon, ets, ow 
“ys .Yeb # aftes eter? Atow ¢ at Hh tedt a9 Be tikmy Hea $9 Rc 
yeastive ont mo yale ov at oe cetid -ete han 8 at iw ot SOR vom 
08.6 baa {88 ateq even Gtk oni tod qatltow elaoog nodw bas 
neni ie ,onse ott atog wreanee grit: ad spektatxow: mom Gab. a 
yab @ MO mad? eaol s0t qubtsow at tant: sat, to atoL. eved: om 
<Holtoubet \ 18 Dieta feo ew ewedw ose £! mob: +, «90cm odd. at : So 
“Sr0% 08,8 yor ytto ent as0b tod ty ye a 
I .atneo bho eéwis bra’ 03 gnittes ots rom weit to, smog _ t a 
sao) puetunod, 28 <ovetiod | 
5 Sree to bois face 00 
‘Sie. ganito o gtotiod spekys tent ,eengd. rowor edt mt ve 
3 aa aidi vestedw wor! tacd. 1 at Qomte. edit 10. Fro mata. 
rath <feg 14, at qm tases os0 Rede 98 20 








-1093- 

Alex. Robertson 

have to load eight; that is where that difference comes in. 
They have been getting more of the increases than us and now 
we have taken 4 bigger reduction than they. 1 suppose if 

the company ener got ready to put in another reduction, which 
I suppose they will try to do lst October anyway, if not 
before;-I don't know whether they have any intention of com- 
ing to the men with the offer they went to the press with or 
not but if they have I suppose they will want the contract 
men to take the bulk of the reduction again. I maintain we 
fan't stand it; it isn't coming to us; we don't want nothing - 
we want a fair day's womze for a fair day's work. We have all 
got to live, or at least, exist; I don't say we are living. 


Is there any other point you would like to mention? 


A No, I don't think so. 


Thank you very much, indeed, 


THE CHAIRMAN; If there is no one else to come forward, we are 
going out to Taber to visit the mines out there, so we will 
adjourn, 

MR. ROBERTSON: Those figures Nr. Stockett submitted for 
the 1923 wages, could you read them to me again? 

THE CHAIRMAN; Well, I haven't actually got them; Mr. Stockett 


Rave theu to the press. 
hen 


7 w } 
A Because there was close to 300 that/he read it out that was 


below the minimum; the minimim at that time was 7.50, I think 


there were around 300 under $7. 


Q I gave it back to Mr. Stockett, 


MR. STOCKETT: If you come down to the hotel I can give you 
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ALBERTA COAL COMMISSION 


e@eensee 


Yhe Fifth Session of the Commission was held at the Court 
House, Blairmore, Alberta, commencing at 10 o'clock A. M., 
Thursday, Mey 2lst, 1925. 


All the members of the Commission were present, 
SE OMA'S.. PR 1.6 SB, 


Being called as a witness and duly sworn, was examined by: 


THE CHAIRMAN: Your address, Mr. Price? 


fr» 


Db fy 2b > D2 Sh hmOlUhS: CU}; he Free 


c. SLA om 


rah 


Hillcrest, 

And your occupetion? 

Miner. 

How long have you been mining in this province? 

In the province? 

Yes. 

Thirteen years, approximately. 

Previous to that,where were you? 

y@, 

Where were You born? 

England. 

Did you mine in England before you came out?” 

I worked in the mines. | 

Well, Mr. Price, I understand through Mr. Wheatley that you 
hate something special to bring to our attention. You may do 
it just in your own way. 

There has something arisen since - take back to March, the 
end of March, 1924, we have nwa ei stYike, until sometime, I 


think, in October it was settled. The men, some of them, were 
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gel 
placed back at work. I , myself, was not placed Zor sometime 
in December. 
Until sometime in December? 
sometime, I believe it was December, the latter end of November 


or the beginning of December, I am not quite sure. 


COMMIS SIONIR WHEATLEY: When did the mine re-open? 


A 


I believe it was in October, I am not quite sure on that 

but I believe it was October; I think we worked somewhere 
around sixteen or eighteen days when there was notices posted 
that the mines No,l and 2 would be closed down indefinitely 
Owing to lack of orders, and so on, 

That is Mines 1 and 2 of the Hillcrest Collieries? 

Hillerest Collieries,. 

You say notices were posted that they would be closed down 
for 1l@ck of orders? 

Lack of orders and not being able to compete with the othe 
collieries around, 

Was that on the notice? 

They have had this on the notice: there has been several 
notices basted/ that effect, advising the men to take reduc- 
tions, and so on, whereby they would be able to open up if 


these reductions were taken. Some time aco the mine was 


opened up on @ reduction, a considerable reduction, 


Just how long ago, Mr. Price? Any accurate date? 

It must be fime or six weeks ago since they settled up, 
accepted a further reduction; and I have repeatedly appealed 
for work to the pit boss and been told, "Not to-aay", ana T 


believe the last time I was there asking for work I asked 
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him,What was the idea? Did I need to come back any more or 
did I need to hang around any more? Was there going to be 

any employment for me? And he told me, That is up to yourself; 
please yourself whether you come back or not, Now, I don't 
think I have asked the pit boss since that time, 

How long ago was that? 

That might be two weeks ago, pretty near two weeks aga, There 
was one day there was &@ bunch of men alone with myself at 

the Wine was turned down aud when we ome down the hill we 
decided to go and see the general manager, Mr. Stevensen , 
These men went down there and - - 

How many men? 

Oh, I would estimate around twenty on that date. We went 

down there and finally met the general manager on the verandah 
of their office and told him that these men were down here 
and they wanted to know why they could not be employed or 
were not being given employment, and he stated that he had 
the right to hire and discharge and he was going to use that 
right; he would hire who he liked, what he liked and when he 
liked, The men all heard that statement . And there was 
several questions asked and he was told that, "You might be 
hiring what you like right now but maybe we are poing to have 
some say as to who you are going to hire from now on, that is, 
that your old employees are going to be hired.” “We have a 
contract with the Hillcrest Collieries which contains a clause, 
it ig Nosl: "It is distinctly understood and agreed between 
the parties that there is to be no discrimination on the part 


of the company egainst members of the local association or 
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on the part of the men against non-members of the Associa- 
tion." We also have another clause, Clause 8, and this part 
dealing with preference of employment;-the following employ~ 
ment clause was granted:"In case any employee is thrown 
out of employment unless discharged he shall be given prefer- 
ence over new men in other mines or in the same camp operated 
by the same company." Now, he has got a foot-noteto this in 
brackets: "As our operations are conducted at one mine this 
clause does not apply here,” 

2 From what agreement are you reading? 

A This is a part of the contract - this is onky a part ; I 
believe this is the last time the committee were down there 
negotiating this contract and this is what is inserted in 
his contract,actually what is in operation to-day. 

Q This is the new contract? 

A This is actually what is in operation to-day. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: A copy of the conditions of the new contract? 





A Absolutely. 
Q I see you have not got the rates attached? 
A No, this is #he only 2 part. 
Q Read that again. : 
A He has got on the top: "Open shop clause, International Coal 
& Coke Company's agreement as requested and conceded." 
tae an ee what local association is referred to there? 
A The Gadceiatiok that the men will form themselves into or i 
belong to. We belong to the United Mine Workers of America. 
He mak es this pleiy,at least, he endeavor s to, that we are 


not dealing 





- and pointed this out - we are not dealing with 
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the United Mine Workers at this time; the United Mine Workers 
are finished and we ae soing to have absolutely nothing any 
more to do with the United Mine Workers. I happened to be one 
of that committee who negotiated this contract. 
Negotiated this new contract? 
Absolutely, I was one of those, and he gave us to understand 
that this is not going to be under the United Mine Workers. 
That is the reason he has this local association inserted in 
this clause, 
Well, is there a local association? 
They haven't formed themselves into any association yet. We 


still are members of the United Mine Workers of America. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; Coming down to that preference of employment 


Q 
A 


clause, are there any new men being put to work at this time? 
I feel that I would be safe in stating that there are no less 
than sixty men have been employed, new men, 

Strangers entirely to this camp? 


Absolute strangers. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Of course, that clause does not particularly cover that. 


COMMISSIONFR WHEATIEY: Preference of employment? 


THE CHAIRMAN: No, not as he read it to us. 


CGIMISSIONIR WHEATLEY; It would refer to that same - Read that again, 


A 





Mr, Price,. please, 

"In case any employee is thrown out of employment, unless 
discharged - " - now, we have not been discharged, at least, 
I have not been discharged - "-he shall be given preference 


in other mines 
over new men/in the same camp operated by the same company." 


Yes, but if there is wark - from an interpretation of that 
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Clause - that in preferemce to any new man, he would 
have work at that whine? | 
A In the same mine, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Well, that clause doesn't say it. 

A Well, that is the point, Mr. Chairman. You, as an operator, 
may make a contract that in case you may be thrown out of 
employment in this Mine, it is only natural to assume 
that you will be given employment in that same mine before 
there @re new men being employed, 

Q Yes, that may be quite right. but I mem that particular 
clause does not say that, 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Just on that point, Mr. Chairman. It has 
been the custom that men would not be laid off one seam 
if there was some other place to put them. Where they have 
had to be laid off temporerily and the company has had two 
or three seams, this clausdspecified the other mines algo, 
so that he would not be innetiatels out of work; he would 
be put to work at once in» the other seams. In this case, 
where there is work being done in that seam and they could 
use them, they have full preference. It is the custom 

: throughout. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I-mean;, it is not in the clause.in the apr eement. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: I read it into that; that is my intrepretation 

of that clause. It my appear through the word "mines" to 

be @ little vague but that is where the company has mines 

inlother places, This company has a mine down in Bellevue; 

if their employees were going to be discharged permanently, 
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were not going to be replaced, then they would have the 
privilege of being recommended to Bellevue or, if there 
wevectwo or three seams at that one mine, they could be 
transferred from one seam to the other. 

You say there is something like sixty new men already been 
employed? ; 

I would estimite about sixty. 

You are a miner yourself. Have you had any erievances with 
the company of any character, any outstanding erievances 
that would call for such - - 

Personally, I have never had any grievance with the Hill- 
crest Collieries, that is, personally. 

You have had no personal grievances? 

No, 

No disputes of any character that would would make any bad 
feeling? 

That affected me personally, no, none whatever. 

By the way, you have been @ pit committee man of that mine? 
For several years, been a local official, 

Also A district board member? 

I was district board member. 

Representing the whole of the sub-district - 

For two or three years, 

Can you account in any way for the treatment that you are 
eettingv from this manarement? 

Well, there is only one thing that I can see, Mr. Chairmen, | 
and that is, that we have enjoyed certain privileges for a 


nuiber of years and, being a resident of that plece for so 
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long, Itamefairly conversant with the customs and conditions 
that exist there, and I have endeavored to maintain the 
customs @nd conditions that we heave haa for s0 any years. 
I have tried to keep those there, I have done the best I 
could and up until the present time, or just recently, have 
been able to maintain those conditions, and that might bea 
reason for the action of Mr. Stevenson in not giving me 
employment to-day; in so far that they have got clear of 
myself and maybe others, they Might. possibly start proceed- 
ings and break their customs that they have had there so 
long, 

THE CHATRMAH: Could you give us some examples of those local customs? 

A Well, we have had @ contract with those austosas I heven’t 


got one with me; I don't know if we could just locate one. 


Q I thought you meant customs outside of hoe 
we 
A Well, there are things in there that you/have been able to 


do that has been considered to be & custom and it has been 
recognized as that. 
Q I mean, such @s - could youegive us some instabce of that? 
A Well, choosing your own partners, for one thing. You had 
the right to choose your own partner; also that, if you have 
driven @ room - that is one of the things important, I 
believe 5 you. drive & room, when that room is finished and: 
they start to draw the pillar stme other time , why, you 
would have the privilege of drawing that pillar, providing 
you have not left the employment of the Hillcrest Collieries, 
COMMIS SIONER WHEATLEY: Is there any particular rates in the present 


agreement that have been chanped, that you have been apeTr ess- 
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ive against any change? 


A Rates? 
Yes, 
A Well, there is loading of coal, for instance, a reduction 


of around 75%. 
Q What is the present rate? 
A The present rate tosday is 6a¢ per ton and the rate previously 
was 25¢ &@ tone 
THE CHAIRMAN: What does that involve, what kind of loading? 
A Well, taking the manager's own word for it, there is approx- 
imately 60 or 70 per cent., 75 per cent. - - 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What class of work? 
A Loading into a dump car, a small car from the coal face 
by shovel, 
ME CHAIRMAN: Shovelling it from the ground? 


A Prom the ground into @ dump car. 
q Not from a chute? 
A Not from a chute, no. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What was the rate agreed to on a reduction basis, 
in general? 
A In general, in the pillers and flat pillars, I think itis 
a reduction of approximately 30 to 33 or 34 per cent, reduc- 


tion in pillars, that is om the flat rates; in rooms it is 


around 30. 
Q 30 per cent? 
A Yes. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Flat pillars was how much? 


a i i A Approximately 33 or 34 per cent. 
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Any others of these local customs that you have in mind? 


COMMIS STONER WHEATLEY: What rate has been put into effect at the 


rr D> > SF Ff LD 


Q 
A 
Q 


A 


other camps, by comparison? 

I understand that the other camps around here have accepted 
a reduction of around from 15 per cent. on the day rates; 

20° on the contract rates, I think that is it. 

You are @ married man, are you? 

Yes,sir. 

And family? 

Yes, I have got seven children. 

How many days did you work last year, during the past year? 
Lasy year? Well, I couldn't answer that question correctly, 
Mr, Chairman: I didn't get a statement of how many days I dia 
work. 

You started to work in December? 

From January to the end of March and then the strike come 

on the lst April. Since the lst of April I think I have 
worked, up until the present time, sixteen or maybe eighteen 
shifts. 

since the lst of April 1924 or '25? 

Since the lst of April, 1924, | 

You have worked sixteen shifts? 


Sixteen or eighteen, somewhere around that, 


THE CHAIRMAN: And how long since you have had any work at all? 


December, 
Sometime when those notices were posted? 


That would be somewhere in January, I think, the beginning 


of January, sometine. 
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COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: How are you managing to live? 


A 5 





Just what people will give toume, relied in one way and 
another. 

What source is this? 

I have got a brother up.in the North sent me e few dollars 
down and there has been a few dollars donated from different 
locals in this gub-district and that has been paid out. 

To you personally or a group of, men? 

To @ group, not personally. I had two $5. orders from the 
Alberta Provincial Police, relief, that. I promised to pay 
back, wrote a note to that effect. 

How much longer do you think you can go at that rate? 

To be candédd with you, Mr. Chairman, I don't figure I can 
go very Much longer. I did expect to be pulling out last 
night; I was figuring on getting out last night by the 

box car route - I hope there is no policemen if here will 
get this and hold me up when I get on the road - but that 
is what I hed planned, to leave last night, but when I knew 
that this commission was sitting to-day I thought it would 
be just @s well to place this before the Commission. 

Any definite objective, any work to go to? 

I have nothing to go to; I have got no promise of anything. 
I have appealed or asked for, work in this subdistrict; I have 
been to Fernie and am fairly well acquainted around that 
part, also this end of it,.. I haven't personally made appli- 
cation for work in Michel, other of the boys that have been 
there who are not ecquainted, not known by the bosses, have 


asked for work and the same story hag been told, "Fron Hille 
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crest? Then we will have to investigate you and find out 


before you can get work," 


THE CHAIRMAN: How many of this group that you say were getting 


A 


help from the other locals, how many are there? 
I figure there are around fifteen to-day, maybe sixteen,- 


fifteen or sixteen, approximately, to-day. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: You are in the position of a man that has to 


oO &- D & 


be 


& 


desert his family in order to hunt up a livelihood? 

That is the facts. 

Who is going to look after your wife and family? 

Well, I can't answer that. Somebody will have to look after 
them. If I stay here I cannot get work and I cannot look 
after tham; if I go away, I might have a better chance of 
setting employment by being on the road; it will never come 
to me; I have got to go and look for it. 

And you assisted in drawing up an apreement - this agreement 
that the men are working on? 

I was one of a committee on this. 

And you cannot get a job under that agreement? 

No, sir. 

Which you have drawn up with these men? 


No,sir. 


Tiettis the kindof British justice we are getting. They 


wonder why we can’t keep immigrants in the country. 

I have been in this country about twenty-one years now. I 
came in when I was a boy. : 

Have you anything to suggest as a remedy for this situation, 


Mr. Price, in regard to yourself and these othe men? 
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It is quite a question, Frank. We have @ man there that, 


if I had my way, he wouldn't be there for two minutes, 

and that might be a remedy; that is the general manager. 

Do I interpret that to mean that if the spirit of the agree- 
ment was properly carried out - 

There would be none of this to-day, I don't believe; ,I 
wouldn't be here to-day giving this evidence; I would be 
working. 

You figure all that iss done in the making of this apreement, 
it would correct these things, if it was properly carried 
out? 2 


I believe that, 


‘THE CHAIRMAN: You say no steps have been taken to form a local assoc- 


lation? 
There has been nothing done so far, Mir. Chairman, to forma 


local association. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Any effort at all towards that end? 


A 


f- oD FP BD 





The officials of the United Mine Workers have repeatedly 
oatied and posted notices for meetings, thinking that the 
men Might attend and from that meeting there might be some- 
thing formed; the men have not attended, therefore there 

has not been any association or anythine definite formed yet. 
Arewyou free from indebtedness? | 

I am not, 

To whom are you drawing on, the tradesmen, for this? 

Well, I have done that as long as they will allow me. My 
credit was cut off a long time eo. | 
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In case you leave this locality in this haphazard manner 
to seek employment of any description, how are you going 
to meet your indebtedness and look after your family and 
yourself, too, any idea? 
I don't see how I can 40 it. 
It seems to me that will be sheer loss to any tradesmen - 


That is the way it looks. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Of course, you understand, we are merely a committee 


A 


to find out facts and situation and report; we have no 

powers to do anything. 

That is what I thought. I thought that you were a committee Be 
I thought this would be one of the cases that you would be 
empowered to od into and find out why. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What are your views towards advisory councils 


@ 


or conciliatory methods of meeting managements in an advisory 
capacity? Have you talked these things over? Have you any views 
that way? 

Of? 

of advisory courmils to advise with the manarement for the 
general well-being of the plamt and men in general? 

As far as you men or men in general are concerned, you 
certainly need an advisory committee or something to meet 
that man, our general manager; that is my personal opinion, 
of aura. 

Are the men you know, or you can judge, desirous of mech a 
thing? | 

Well, I couldn't say whether they are or not; I have never 


talked anything over of advisory committees, 
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THE CHAIRMAN; Of course, there isn't anything in it for the general 


A 


manager = 
Sp long as he gets coal out the cheapest way possible, that 


is @ll he is concerned, or his directors, I suppose. 


CGIMISSIONIR WHEATLEY: What is the manamement's attitude towards committees 


that have been meeting them in the Satta fae anything 

to say against the management in seneral, let us hear it. 

Oh, if you are touching him at @11, why, he will go up in 

the air. Well, I figure he is a man - I have been on committees 
for a long ite’ ne and I figure he is @ man that figures you 
are not entitled to an opinion if it conflicts with his opinion, 
you are not entitled to that opinion at all. If you can see 

eye to eye with him, why, then, all right, you can get along 
but if you don'tp well, he will go straight up. 


THE CHAIRMAN: That being the case, so long as he is Manarer here, would 


A 


you feel very happy in employment at that mine? 

Well, that is another question, too; I don’t feel - I don't 
think that I would be very happy but it is a case of having 
to take it if I could get it. They haven't told me, "You are 
fired.” but they refuse to give me employment. It m@kes you 
feel a little sore when you can see men that maybe never 

saw the Crowsnest in your life walk in and get a job every 


day and you have been there for years and can't get a job. 


COMMISSIONIR IRINNAN: You are @ member of the United Mine Workers, lr. 





Price? 

Yes,sir. 

Are they doing anything for you? 
Sir? | | Piet 
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Are they pivine you any relief? 
The United Mine Wprkers have piven us some relief. 
I suppose it was the battles of the United Mine Workers 
that you were fighting at Hillcrest? 
Yes,sir, as United Mine Workers. 
Well, at the time that this new apreement was entered into 
or just prior to the new agreement being entered into, were 
there some men signed up and went to work at Hillcrest? 
Prior to this agreement being signed? 
Yes. 
There was some men, I understand, went up the mine and signed 
One 
Did some of them go to work? » 
There was, I believe, maybe two or three went $0 work’. 
Was there any interference with the men who went to work? 
There was a picket on. 
Were you one of the picket? 
I was on that picket. 
Is that the reason you are not working now? 
I couldn't say; he won't tell me that. 
Well, the majority of the men at Hillcrest are not United 
Mine Workers? | | 
They haven't drawn their cards yet. 
But they have signed a separate dere ariont? 
I know they have. 
But the minority who attempted to retain the United Mine 


Workers there, you were one of then? 


Iwas on that picket, 
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& Well, then, don't you think that if you were working and 
fighting for the United Mine Wakers they should keep you 
now? 

A I venture the assertion that there was around two hundred 
and fifty or maybe up to three hundred that was on that 
picket, also, and the majority of those men are working, 

Q You say that you were one of the committee that nesotiated 
this apreemm t? 


I was on that committee, yes,sir. 


A 

Q Were you in favor of that apreeuent? 

A Well, no. 

Q No, you didn't recommend it? 

A I aia not. 

Q You still want to work under it? 

A ‘That is my home; I have got no othe choice. 


CGIMISSIONER WHEATLEY: The question was esked you by Mr, Drinnan if the 
United Mine Workers should not keep you. You didn't reply 
to that; Do you think that you become an obligation to 
the United liine Workers or as a free citizen are you not 
due ta wanvoale ~ 

A I don't think anybody should be called on to keep me; I am 
not very old yet and I think by getting the privihege I can 
keep myself and the family,too, 

It is the privilege to work you are looking for? 


b> 


That is what I am looking for, the privilere to live and 
get & JOD. 
Q And that is atk ait you ig the place where you have worked 


and lived oe the past thirteen years? A. Absolutely. 
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COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: If you and the men who thought the same way 
as you had succeeded in preventing this agreement from 
going through, Hillcrest would not be working. How would 
you be living? 
A We can only - You areas&ssuming that, that they would not 


have been working. We don't know whether that is a fact or 


not. 
Q Anyhow, six weeks ago you voted to reject the agreement? 
A You are asking for something now - - I have the right, that 


is my privilege and, as a voter I don't think there is any- 
- body Sat the right to question whether I vote for or against, 

COMMISSIONIR WIEATLEY: That was e secret ballot? 

A It was a secret ballot, although I don't mind telling you 
I voted against this agreement. 

COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: You were considering in your mind at that time, too, 

how you were going to live? 
A. Certainly. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: If this agreement had been in linexwith the rest 
of the agreements drawn up in the Crowsnest Pass you would 
have voted for acceptance? 

A There would have been no question at all; it would have 
been &@ pretty near unanimous vote, if we had got the same 
as the rest of the camps in sub-district 2. 
The sam percentage rate Of redustiona? 
A In fact, there is @ motion on the books that we will accept 
* the nue de any oth er local in sub-district 2. 


At the present time you ere working on lower rates? 








7 ™ 7 wee ’ t aT 8 er Ra 
WAG n 4 Ad, iW 
at Ni Ave 

A , Fl 


















., vhs 
eo ’ 
i> SS eae y { 
Bont, ats Wh a 
eA ees a pee 
-8{li- 
\ \ i 


yaw ens odd tdanond ody mou ond bas woe 3T" ‘manera Tine ys 
aot FHou90 78 eb Metter ve mp ak bobeooore ‘gin te te | ‘ar 
Hivow wo .gttiww od ton bLsow tages tte  dguo td Shtoy By . 
| ae eh gh raat of soy 
Ton § now Goudy tad? tact witmmaasete wee & - ‘tino a9 on | A 
10 test eat tadt xedd ode womx Cae ow cite oe f sad 
$d qm 98 Tge oid tovtex ed betev _— oa ‘ae ata. vain o 
Sadd digit ott sved I» & won sutddonoe ‘0% yates eta ‘wet i 
~YHS. ak enxedd anide #* gob I vetov 8 us bas eseliviag ‘a oe. | " 
-faniegs ro rok stov ft ‘teddodw mo ttaeup ot tty ks oct tog, ‘ybod . 
Stolisd tex008 8 aaw ‘tedt Sata a 

HOY gitiles atm t'n0b I danodtis ,toL£ Led tetohe’ 8 Baw v oE 
-toneot39 ats’ tontegs igeaet 7 
.00f .omtt tadt 73 hota moe at git teb alto. oree not TAME Ext aT 
Sever ot ites | ereH “Hot — % 
| swinietz90 A 
faot ant Avtwieail at Nese bad a m99 38 atde at Strano a aa 
Siow ‘Hoy east taonaword odd nt a “civee ‘tb atasmee 99 ere "te. es 
‘ tecnatyesoo 2 beter stad 
ae iene oe is ta aoktaenp “ont need f ovat Biuow « ‘7 
| sam 64d don ba on 92 sovor arta + 


eS 





-1113- 
Thomas Price 

A Taking that, yes. 

COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Just one, the flat rate loading? 

A Yes, flat rate, yes. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: What percentace of this work is flat at the 
Mine you are working in? 

A The general manag@ made the statement; 1 don't know, we have 

his wad for it, that there was around 70 per cent, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Do you know what men are making at that rate? 

A What they are making now? 

Q Yes. 

A I have heard the men = this is hearsay, of course - I have 
heard men thet are working, and places that were good for 
£12.00 and 14,00 a day Seacieiia that they are making 
to-day around $8.00, 8. to 8.50, 7.50 to 8, maybe 8.50; that 
is what I have heard them say. 

® Do you think that is piving us the main facts of the situa- 
tion? Is there anything else you want to add? 

A Well, there is quite a@ number of the boys here. 

I would like to hear from more of then, 

£ If there is anything that they know, why, they will be only 
too pleased to tell you, I am sure. 

Q Yes,1 want to hear from the others. 

COMNT SSIONIR: WHEATLEY:.. This agreement that you speak of that you are 
working under at the present time, it is not signed by 
anyorm ?. 

A This contract is not signed = it is not signed other than by 
the cosl: company, Mr, Stevenson. As far eas the men are con- 
cerned, this contract is not signed, ) 
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Thomas Price 

Q Do you know of @ similar contract to that anywhere in 
existence in District 18? 

A To this? 

0 Yes, that is to say, where men are working under it and it 
is not signed? 

A I don't know of any place. 

Q Do you think that is living up to the policy of collective 
bargaining? 

A NOs 


JOHN MADDISOS, 


Being called as a2 witness and duly sworn, was examined by: 


THE CHAIRMAN: Your address, Mr. Maddison? 
A Hiller est. 


Your occupation? 





ae Miner. 
Q How long have you been mining in this province? 
A Mining in Hillcrest fifteen years this coming August. 


Q Previous to that? 


Nova Scotia. 





A 
Q Where were you born? 
A In Nova Scotia. 
Q Will you tell us the story in your own words, lt. Maddison, 
| without questions. | 
wat Well, Price has pretty nearly gone over the whole story as 
far as I can see but TI am in the same Rae: ate him. I applied ~ 


for work there and they told me, "Nothing doing"... 
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Q Were you also a member of the comittee that made this apree- 
nent? 

& Nas 

Q Were you one of these pickets? 


A Oh, yes, with the rest of the boys, standing eround. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Were you formerly an officer of the United 
Mine Workers? 
A No. 
Q Not an active officer? 
A No. 
_ THE CHAIRMAN: Have you ever held office? 





A Just &bout @ month one time. 
Q What office? 
A I was Secretary. 
8 Of a local? 
A Yes, that is about ten years ago. 
COMMIS SIONER WHEATLEY: What. family have you, Mr. Maddison? 
A I have got four children, 


Have you tried to get work elsewhere? 


> 
Hel 


I have tried Michel, Coleman end Blairmore here, 

And what do you find? 

Well, they say, "If you are from Hillcrest, nothing doing." 
You find it impossible to geet work? | 
It is impossible to get work when I come from Hillcrest. 
Because you come. from Hillcrest? 
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What condition is your family in? 





Ri, Very bad condition. I have only worked about 25 days this 
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John Meddison 
last 13 months, living on borrowed money, in debt about 
$600. now. 
Q You know of no reason in your own conduct that prevents 
you from getting work at Hillcrest? 
A No, I have no reason; I cannot understand why I can't get 
work there; I don't understand it at all. 
What do they tell you? 
A Well, the last time I was talking to Stevenson he told me 
to seek work elsewhere, that. I couldn't get work there 
' Did he tell you any reason? 
No, he wouldn't tell me, no, 
Q Isn't honest enough to tell you and wouldn’t tell you what 
your faults are that you may try to correct then? 
A No, he wouldn't tell me, just said, seek work elsewhere, 

THE CHAIRMAN; I don't think you should say "not honest enough to 

tell you". 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; I feel so on this, I feel I have got the 
spirit of the witnesses. 

THE CHAIRMAN; Have you hed any personel pert in any of these recent 
protests to lir, Stevenson that wonld make him single you 
out? 

A NO« 

COMMISSIONIR WHEATLEY: Have you your own home in Hillcrest? 

A Yes, my home is. in Hillcrest, 

You live in your own house? 

Yes, my own house. 


_ What future have you? What do you propose to do? 


Well, since I have tried all these campg 1 figure I will 
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John Maddison 
have to go away some place, go east or west;,1l have tried 
@1l1 these camps, no use hanging around any more. 
It would mean leaving your family? 
That is what I'd have to do; I'd have to leave them there 


if I go, yes, because I em broke, 


- How far do you think you will have to go afield to get clear 


of an indictment that seems to be resting on this place? 


I couldn't tell you how far I'd have to fo. 


THF CHAIRMAN: When this new agreement was being negotiated did you have 


A 
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& very prominent part in opposing it? 

Not, a very prominent part, no, just had a few words to say 
just now and then, that is all. 

Any further observations you want to make? 

Whet is that? 

Anything else you want to sey? 

No, only if I can get work down there I will be very glad 

to get it; I need something pretty quick. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Have you anything to recommend that would 


check a course of this kind? 


Well, if a man would act square, not be narrow-minded 


‘like that, that ig all that is needed, give a man @ chance, 


You have never at any time in the past had any erievance wi th 
Mr. Stevensen? : 

Oh, yes, I have had a few grievances in the mine work. 

Of what character? 

Oh, I have had different disputes on measuremaits and diff- 
erent things. | 


You felt you weren't getting justice in your measur ement g? 
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Yes, and went down to see if I couldn't get it sgeeneiin 





him, : | hs | , | 
Ana you save hea to ta very acaounaive in order a ae weet | 
you thought was right? | 
DA At times, yes. 
i Q §And have you got what you were after in those cases? 
. F A Oh, yes, we always gota settlement, 
Es Q You always got a settlement? ; 
F A Sey Felner Ven ye ne : ates 


E THE CHAIRMAN: Did you teke those up personally or through your - - 
A No, with the pit committee. , | ? 
Q ‘Were you. a member of that? 
os A No. 
Q When you’ said you went down, was it you went down to see 
& lir, Stevenson? 
Went down with the committee. 
With the committee? 
Yes. 


How many of such disputes would you have? 


fF 2S. >» © PF 


Oh, I have only had about two disputes, ig all TI have bea eas 
with him in the fifteen years. oa 
And that gives: the facts so far as Sou" ean give them? 
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JOSEPH STOBBS, 
Being called as a witness and duly sworn, 


Your address, Mir. Stobbs? 
Hillcrest. | 
Occupation? 
Winer. 
How long have you been there? 
some nine or ten years. 
Previous %o that? 
I worked in the Lethbridge district prior to that. 
And previous. to bdo 
Oh, well, I gant t remember prior to that. 
Well, how Long have you been mining? 
Oh, thirty years. 
Where were you born? 
England. | 
Did you mine in England before you came out here? 


Yes. 


Any other occupation since coming to this country than sae 


mining? . 

No. 1 have Zollowea mining all the ‘time. 

Will you tell us Lhe position in “your own words. 
My ‘post thon? | 
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Joseph Stobbs 
THE CHAIRMAN: How long have you held that position? 

Ar Around three years. 

- COMMISSTONGR WHEATLEY: How did you find the relationship between 
the union of the United Mine Workers of America and the 
managenent, Mr. Stohbs? 

A Well, the management have never looked with any degree of 
allowance on the miners’ unions for dohtie time, for some two 
years. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You noticeda change in their attitude towards the union? 

A Yes. : 

9 Any change in the manarenent of the mim in that time’ 

A I am speaking now of the management of the mine, 

Q But has the manarement been changed? Is it the same managre- 
ment? 

A The manesement has been changed in the last two years or more. 

COMMISSIONIR WHEATLEY: When did this present menarement commence opera- 
tions there? 

A Well, I couldn't tell’ you exactiy; I think it must be two 
years since the superintendent came in there. 


To what do you attribute this change of sentiment? 





Well, I don't know, wmless it would be the manegement itself 


Just how is it pronouncing itself, this change? 


> 2O fF © 


Well, at one time, under the agreement, you take certain 


erievances to the management, which was dealt with,in most 





cases amicably settled, while lately there has been nothing. 
of that done: we could not accomplish nothing. 


What has been the attitude of the management when you have 





gone with grievances as a committee? 
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' Joseph Stobbs 


A Well, I have peen told as one of the committee that 

the time would come when the local union would not run a 
mine, and this sart of thing, while I have never known the 
committee at any time take a prievance that was not just, 
that is to say, it is true that mistekes are made often 
where prievance committees are concerned but wherever a 
mistake was found then the committee did not force their 
point or did not try but, in most cases, prievances can be 
settled reasonably if both perties are apreeable. I want 
to say Tight now thet conditions in Hillerest are worse than 
I have known in any mining camp in thirty years, that is, the 
relationship between the manepement and the men is worse 
in Hillerest today than I have known in any mining camp. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Which men do you mean? 

A I am not here to talk about any individual en. 
COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Who do you blame, the management or the men? 


A Well, as a man, I ean only sey the management. 

Q You blame the management? 

A Yes, that is my opinion. 

Q You noodoubt know the management blame the men? 

A Well, that is a common occurrence. However, I am prepared 


to fina facts fa any statement that I make in this respect, — 

COMMIT SSTONER WHEATLEY: Have you dealt with any former manerenent? ; 
A Yes; I have dealt with Mr. Drinnan,mfor one, at one time.) is 

Q And what is your comparison between the iw esent management 


and any other managements? — 






A There ig no comparison whatever, 
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COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: They are, but - 


Jose ph Stobbs 


Q Is your relationship under this present management 
quite different from any past management? 

A Quite different, altogether, sir? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is your experience as to employment similar to the 
~wrevious withess ? What wark have you had lately? 

A Well, I haven't applied for work - + We have around twenty- 
three men who we claim are discriminated arainst and, as 
secretary, I could not apply for work while these men are 
being discriminated against; consequently, I am without work, 

COMMISSIONER TRINNAN: But you have not been digging coal for some Lind, 
have you? | 

A The last thing I did in the mine was to dig coal, 

Q But you have been secretary of the RécwLJEREbe years &go? 

A I have been waking in the mine while secretary. 

Q Oh, you are? 

A Yess 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: 4ave you worked in the mine under this present 
nanaremnent? 

A Yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN; Were you mtx on this picket duty, too? 

A Yes,sir, while there is a deal being said about the picket,-~ 
the first proposed apreement was impossible. I don't know 
whether lir, Drinnan knows anything about it or not, but It 
was admitted by most of the men that the thing was impossible. 
However, the management did induce some four mines snd others 
to go to work and the rest of the men demanded that the mire 


‘i be picketted and these men be stopped fron going to work. 
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Joseph Stobbs 
That was done and 1 believe that we had some 95 per cent, 
of the men opposed to,this thing, on picket, I mean, not 
all at one time. 


COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Was there anyone assaulted during this picket? 


A 
4 


A 


Q 
A 


What do you mean by "assaulted"? 

I heard a man that went to work had been wéth interfered with 
or assaulted. 

Well, I didn't see nothing of that. 

Did you hear of anyting - ? 


Of course, you know as much about sttikes as I do and you 


don't need to ask if there was any little trouble or not; there 


wes no violence that I know of. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: When this matter took plece that you refer 


ao Fr Dp 


to, this picketting, was the matter of a readjustment of 
that proposed agreement taken up with the Management arain? 
During the strike, yes. 

And wadit changed from its original form? 

Considerably, yes; changed in many forms. 

Would this show some justification for the action of the 
picket, in your Opinion, the fact that the agreement was 
changed from its originel status after the picketting had 
been done? Would that show some justification for the picket? 
You must admit that any changes were brought about were 
certainly in favor of the picket. | 

How are s oiatsh one in a general way in your camp in the way 
of destitution? Do you think there is much,at the present time? 


Well, there has been one pay drawn since the men went back 


to work and quite @ percentage of the earnings have been taken 
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Joseph Stobbs 
off in rents and water, and so forth, so that the pmeral 
Condition of the camp is bad. The men who have not been 
allowed to work are simply living on charity; men who have 
worked for ten years in Hillcrest mines and made good wages 


are destitute to-day. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Of the twenty-three men discriminated arainst, how many 


Q 





whuld you say are still in the camp? 

I couldn't tell you that because an odd man goes out fodey 
and comes back tomorrow but we gave relief to twenty-thr ee 
men last week or something like a week ago. 

You say “we gave relief": who is thet? 

Well, that is donations that have been sent in from the other 
mining camps. 

To you as secretary of the local? 

To me as secretary of the local. 

In one of the answers to our questionnaires; you say some of 
the customs and usages here for years, not written into the 
agreement but observed in the past, are not now lived up to, 
Could you enlarre on that? | 
Well, there is many, many things pertaining to the mine Which 
form a precedent or become part of the general conditions 
and by gradually cutting off these things from one day to 
another certainly reduces the earning power of the men, © 
Could you give me some specific cases? | 

Well, I have a case in mind where, after the October ager ee- 
ment was signed, we had a certain number of spere link lien a 
who would be entitled to new places that would be opened up 


and instead of these men being given e chance men who had 
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ed Joseph Stobbs 
really been in good work were taken out of the good feces 
and put into this No.4 mine because that No.4 mine was 
supposed to wark, while the men who had been waiting for 
places still weren't given a place. That is only one of 
the many things. 
; Q Let me understand that about spare link men, 
| A The man whose place is finished comes out of the mine and 
he is called a spare Link man and another place is piven 
him, but prggthe be on that spare link for d&éys or weeks 
and 2 man who left in place yesterday can be riven a new | 
place to-day. ow, this is being done. 
How many men on thet spare link in normel times? 
A I couldn't swear to a men but I think we hed roughly thirty 
men; of course, tat changes from day to day. 


Q Surely. Yes; have you any explanation why this wasphange a? 


A Well, this ta doing away with some of the old conditions, 
| as Mr, Drinnan wall knows. 
I mean, what advantage was it to the manmpement? 
“A I couldn't tell you that; you would have to ask them for 
that information; only it appears as & sort of discrimination. 
Q Anya ing else in these 014 customs? 
Yes, choosing of par tners, and that ba been done away with 
to-day, even the cledming of | pillers after rooms are driven, 
that is also out On Ks : Hae, 
Q- ‘In many instances e ere those things cut out or in just a few 


cases? 






In: many instences; when the eus tom fl done away with it is 
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Joseph Stobbs 


Anythine else of a similer nature? 


- ©. 


The choosing of partners. 


You mentioned that. 


RD 


A That is also abolished,and single shifts in rooms and pillars 
as far as possible, 

Just what do you mean by that? 

A Well, according to the old apreement and condi tions,rooms 
shall be single ghifted, and pillars, rooms and pillars shall 
be single shifted as far as possible, or words to that effect. 
And what are they doing now? 

A That has never been respected for the last two years. How- 
ever, the men themselves made that allowance owing possibly 
to the fact that more men was employed than what there was 
places for; there has been no bother about that. However, 
that is one of the customs. . 

Q By not observing it they pave work to more tmen? 

CGMMISSIONER WHEATLEY; Would you consider that going to work under an 
agreement unsigned a custom lost, too? 

A Well, I have nothing to say on that, 

COMMISSION EVANS; You are not in fevor of joint qdvisory counsils, in 
your reply? - 

A Well, @ man'who is refused a job, or a body of men whé are 
refused a job altogether don't need to bother their brains 
about councils; they don't need to come under a council, mo 
matter when itis instituted, they are out of 2 job. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Don?t you think it would be m bakeuhiar in a 


mine of that character to have an advisory council working? 






pasha! ie. Theve nothing to say on that at at: 


4 % 730: 
erly S) lg 
shee nae sh PAN 





































LAY ee sae oh a P n 
Dire eaten Roe 4 


K Pi EG Mes 
: Ane eb Aah ABLE ee: 
__addoda deoact” — , Bh 
eis a Be ory Petar 13 C* au 
fornid an | tal tate 8 to sale anideyad 9 
et Peas prcie Se Sate nape By CR es ah oe 
Stomtsay t0 aitacods eff =A 
Len tp ry Sieur tae. Be PE Se 
stadt beonotinen sot 9 


kee arate . 
Geert ic B18 anoot nt ‘eitide elgniea ae bodes iods oals al, ted? 
a thy vas Seas ; me 
, bidtewog as set ae A 
ty te Bah nae ae Ms eS ae a i MiG ; easy 
Stadt wd sea nOY, ob dace — 
spadye Ma RAR 


GOO tT, wito kt ace bua transe%gs bio ‘ont ét gukb 10998 LLow 


¢ 


“ee sat a of og Bhatt es wk Pee 4 i 
ffere ateilic pug Buloo % tal ltq bas boat le eigala od ‘Eade ne 


toate tadt ot ebcow 10  eidtasog ae ‘tet as Bost tdg oianta ed 
| Swost sui bob gost ‘ee dedw bud 

peoih ai eB Pairk ik a iee fie , 

“wo .areoy ows tees oda ‘rok betooqes tied rev ont. asd teat 


Cae weal. 3 
Yd tae og gat Iero o ante Ls tant ‘oben aeriaaned? ‘out “ose 3818 


Swe Find Egiig 
at e-m dit ¢edw madd ‘beyolane aow moat 70 gadt taet out ot 
1 te Rae aT, wit As SBR, : 
Boer en tad tod sosttod on need aod soe (pet gooaia it 
fi oN See ot ‘ 


: enodund: ae 4a ent9 ha tadt - 
Taomt stom of xtow eres Sore tt satvreade don, e 


Breese eee ane 


mes Sebo ArOW of gtttos tadt eb tanto HOY “Bivol “tart asaw | AcEW sn 
eee at ; epee * pe iS ‘ 


Foot teol mot asio a Sonatena eae) | 


See tS 4 ‘t iy 
| ; stadt 10 8a oF ‘gubdgon vad I ae tow 
| ate i ain v oe 2 wes HRY woe Ee 
is. aR jattenso9 wroivis tntot: 0 sovat ts on eve voY :@ulAV sem 
bee hot So peed nae ESO OU TERI A ae Poe flee en toms.  & & ashes ae 


exe Odw nem to ‘eae d 

Speke es sth. “aes ey 
ie iteid rtedt laa 
fF aoe oh) O28 aonon why 


va maenees | 8 eee ‘ 





~l1l27- 
; | Joseph Stobbs 
THE CHAIRMAN: As to the Compensation Act, you say in your reply 


"The Compensation Act should be remodelled and the same 
made responsible to & Department of the Provincial Govern- 
ment,” Could you explain a little more fully - ? 

A Well} now, it is not for me to lay down laws for the 
Provineial Government but we have felt that some means 
should be found whereby decisions could be come to rather 
than be left to the board itself. 

Q Had you thought of any particular wey this could be 
accomplished? 

A No, 

Have you any specific cases to bring to our attention in 
respect to the compensation? 

A Nos 
In answer to Question 34 as to general improvement in the 
coal industry, you say, "This industry could be confrolled 
by the Government, which should certainly control its own 
natural resources, and if the product could not be absarbed 
in the home market importation should be stopped from the 
UnitedcStates." 


I woulda like you to understand that the local union were 


a> 


the people who made out these answers and not the individual. 
1Q I didn't know whether vba load eny sugeestion in detail as” 
to how that ciould be done? 
A No. - | 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: May I ask on that pint + How does ba recommendsa- 
er 


tion arise? Dtes it arise out of a view of betting the 
industry or because you feel that it is ineffectively managed 


iia at the present time? 
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Joseph Stobbs 
A What do you say? 
What is the reason for a reply of this kind, that you ask 
that the Government take over these things? Da you feel you 
could do better with the Government or would they run it 
better than it is run at the present time, do you think? 
A Well,personally, I feel that the Government should be the 
most capable parties to deal with any matters of that kind. 
Q What is the reason of your recommendation, Is it because you 
feelthe industry could be better managed or because you have 
no confidence in some other source? When your local decided 
that, Mr. Stobbs, I feel they must have had some grounds 
for it. I would like you to enlarge on it; I would like to 
to know 
get/the reasons why you should demand nationalization of the 
industry. 
THE CHAIRMAN: He doesn't say nationalization, "Thiscindustry could be 
controlled by the Government.” , 
COMMISSTONER WHEATLEY: Well, why do you want this control? Isn't it in 
. proper hands now? Do you feel the industry is not in proper 
hands now? 
A I maintain that the Government practically controls the 
industry, to begin with, or ought to, 
THE CHAIRMAN: But you have no sbecial, definite recommendations along 
that line to make to us? | 
A No, I have not, 
COMMIS STONER WHEATLEY: How do you find the Mines Act, in your mind? 
| Is it properly lived up to? | 
A Tam not interested in the Mines Act to-day. 
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Joseph Stobbs 
Have you mine inspection committees at your mine? 
No, I believe there is not any now; I am not sufficiently in 
touch to know, but I am led to understand that the pit come 


mittees are cut out altogether at Hillcrest, 


What do you mean by that? 


I believe there is no provision made for pit committees at 
all. 

Have you any mine inspection committees? 

I don't think so; I say again, I don't know, 

Do you think they are cut out, too? 

I have heard they are. 

They are not cut out of the Mines Act, are they? 

Well, I hope not. 

Under your regime have you been taking advantace of the 
inspection of the mine under Section 90 of the Mines Act? 
Yes; wior to the new epreement, yes. 

How do you find conditions in Hillcrest mines? 

Fair. 

Any recommendations to make for their imp ovement? 

No. 

If the workers were given more privileges in an advisory way 
would you be Sskinge for government control? 

Yes; I maintain that there is government control now. You 
your Mines Act; you have your inspectors; you have everything 
up toa certain point, 

I want to get your reasons for these things. You are asking 
for rovernien t control; you have stated you have very Little. 


voice in these things yourself. Is it with a view of getting © 


in any advisory way with the government on these matters 


ut; 
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Joseph Stobbs 


or do you want them to control them fully, take the matter 
out of the hands of the manaeement and yourselves? 

A As a secretary of a local union, or has been, you can 
easily see how dis-interested a man like me would be when 
Teer as these are being asked, 

Q Well, I feel there is no one in a better position than you 
+0 answer these questions. You =a disinterested but we 
could not draw on anyone better. 

A Maybe at some time when men are reinstated into some sort 
of oder or social ee then we may talk these matters ~ 


over. To-day we are & bunch of outlaws, nothing more or less, 


punished, discriminated against from one end of the Pass to 


another, 
Q Your recommendations could come from that source,. too? 
A No, you can conscientiously have no recommendations at all. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Are you a married man? 
ay. NO vedere | 

¢ Olli Ts STONER WHEATLEY: Are you a widower? 
A Yes. | ) | 
Q Have you any family? 
AT have got two. 

THe CHAIRMAN: What ages? © 


A They are up around the twenties. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Have you any recommendations to mke to correct 


the conditions that are existing at the present time in your 
camp? 
A. (No, they are too well known already, I don’t have to make any 


recommendations, Oe Tae 4 mo a 
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Joseph Stobbs 

They are known?, Thos. Frice & Bedeten 
Yes. 

Q They are, not known to this Commission? Could we have the 
recommenda tions, too? | 

A No, you can, have no recommendation from me, 

THE CHATRUAN: Mr.. Price, just to complete the record, what ages are 

your children? | 

THOMAS PRICE: If the old woman was here she coulda tell you - 
seventeen and a half, sixteen, a boy fourteen - - 

Q What are the first two, girls? 
And one twelve, { think, and a girl nine, Have you got 
that many? 
T haven't got seven; I have got five. 
MR. Maddison, what ages are your children? 
The eldest girl is fourteen and the second one is eleven 
and the boy's age is six and the youngest is four. 

Q@ Do you think, Mr, Btobbs_, we have all the facts that you 
can give us about this condition? 


A I guess SO. 


THOMAS A... DAWSON, 


Being called as a witness and duly sworn, was examined by: 
THE CHATRMAN: Your address? ds | 
A Hillerest. 


0 Occupation? 
| A Miner. 
E : 
a Q How long have you been mining at Hillcrest? 
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Thomas.A. Dawson 
Well, I have never done coal mining in Hillcrest; the last 
job I had in Hillcrest, I was workitie company work; .that was 
AD LOR | 4 ( 
What have you been doing since then? 
Well, I have been working at Maple Leaf, iscthe last place 
I have mined, down below Bellevue. 
How lone did you work in Hillerest wrior to 1921? 
Well, about seven or eight months. 
And where did you mime previous to that? 
mine, 
MicGillivray/ Coleman. 
How long at Coleman? 
About eight or nine months, 
And previous to that? 
Maple Leaf previous to that. 
For how long? 
Twoumonths. 
And previous to that? 
No, that is the last place I warked, at Maple Leaf. 
No, eat before you worked et Coleman? I under stood you to 
say that before you worked at Coleman you worked at Maple 
Leaf? | 
Oh, no, that was since. | 
Before you worked at Coleman where did you work? 
Hillerest. Hillcrest, then Coleman, then Maple Leaf, . 
When dia you start mining in Hillerest? | 
Well, it was in 1921 I went there, I couldn't get a job 


mining at the time, I was working at company work. 


| * om ir ying, to. iget your previous experience die S mance” 
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at my home in Nova Seotia for about eighteen wdcitg ana 
came west and worked in Hillerest. 
But you have not employed in Hillcrest since '21? ie LS 
No. 

Although that is your address? 

Yes, that is where I live. 

Do you @wn your property there? A. No. 
Are you married? 


No, 


aD Fe Dare B&B FP & 


these recent matters in Hillcrest? 
A None whatever; I can just speak on my own case, what hes 
happened to me. | | ob | * 
Q Tell us about your own. 
A Well, I was working at Meple Leaf, left “there on account f 
water. I came to Hillcrest and stayed there on account it 
was cheaper for e@ chap there than for me to live and boané 
at Meple Leaf, So I went after this strike and asked for 
euployment and he told me, No,- well, he just says, "Bo 
to-day,” for seven days in succession: that was all T 
was "not to-day". Then I didn’t go up for about a week 
and then I went up and I seen the superintendent lr. Davis 
and asked him the reason why he wouldn't give me enploy 


he says; ‘"I have no reason." Then, I says, 







give me work?" “Well,".. he says, “your name is on the i + 





| and 4t 4s in the office." "well," I says, "wha t is my 
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Thomas A. Dawson 


what I don't know." He says, "Myself, I have nothing against 





you," Well, I says, "It seems very funny I can't get work.” 
Well, he talked one thing and another and he said he would 
investigate my case, That Wes Saturday. He s@ys, "You see me 
Tuesday.” an I went ‘te on the Tuesday and seen lir. Davis, 


the superintendent, and I esked him and he. says, "No, I can't 





give you work,” Well, I says,"I will have to go; it is pretty 
hard luck when @ man has got to leave the country he was 
born in and fought for, it is pretty hard jJuck." He says, 
"Well, I can't help it." 

How long &g¢o0 was that? 

That was just Tuesday here, 


Last Tuesday? 


- DOD F DO 


Yes. I asked him if I had done anything wrong that he knew 
of. He says, "You haven't done anything that I know of. You 
may have been talking to some friend of yours who you took 
for your friend or something; he may have said something." 
I said, "I can't think of.a thing I have said." iWell," he 
says, “your name is on the list and it is in the big office." 
So that is a11; I have taken no active part in anything else. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATERY: Were you ever an officer in the organization? 

&  .No,no, | 

Q Taken any active part in the union at all? 

A None whateer. 

Q Ever had any pri evances of any kind with the manarement 
prior to this? 


A 


No, none whatever. 


a Are you PRTRS ot OF, single? 
pie a ‘Single, 


4h 9 
Pty Aes 






























ose! 34 agmodt | 


. de ntage art kedd oo syed. I <Headl” ate on * woul 3a ob I tate 
| "arow deg t’ag9 t ova’ yTev Bn098 a aN ee T eiteW "asoy 
Hlvyow ed bise ed bus te ot Ons bas BAL ae 900 Decl.tes) od, LLow 
ec spa sOY" .ayee eH .ysbhi0d 6 asw sea (aso Yan stagttaorat ; 
uivel , tl aeea bas yabeeu! edt a9. on dew. 19a. "Vabaont tae 

t* aay t , of" 2088 ed 608 mis boves I bas _dupbaet at rege edt | 
ytiewy af th 09 of evad fiw aud ft og they * i tow, MOX-0v bg oe 
uew ed ywouoo ot eves: ot 19%: aad sin “8 fedw. stomt fred 
avea oH "loot bust ytteay at th (rot idgio% bag Pg axod 

Mbt qied t' 180. 1 LW" 

Tadd ecw PRA, gnol woH 

roads eae, f vabueut fest. ase godt 

| Mysbeent, teal 

wea od dad¢ gnotw welsh entob bad I tt utd betes Ans 

oY to woux I sadd gatdtyas emob +" neved sor" ye yee: oe sto” 
wood Hoy Odw ax0Y to Sselvt anoa of gitated Aged oe | 








‘.witddemoe bisa evod ee ed -gitiddomoe to boots TOY . x0t 

od “, Lio" "tsa evar I gaid? 6 te wakdt 3 ea a bisa di 
".aohtTo gid eit ak bh tt Sas tatl edd fo at eng wma | 
ale. | anak a) au tag ovtos Oct feet arad, qT ifts, bs Sehr 






al Ny “e ea Sith. ye a 
pana atk y rei 


B et es at 





~1135- Thomas A. Dawson 





} THE CHAIRMAN: When aid you come back to Hillcrest this time? 
A This last time? 
| Q Yes. 
A Well, I came back from the Hast, from my home, in 1921. 
i Q No, but you have been at the Maple Leaf - 
| A That would be in February , I quit Meple Leaf about the 


middle of February, that is when it wés. 


Q You were here during the time this new egreement was being 
nerotiated? 
A Yes. 


Did you take any part in the necotiations? 


sD 


A- Nothing so ever. 

Q Were you among those who were on picket duty? 

A I didn't take any part. I used to walk up amongst them and 
that but 1 didn't consider myself taking any active part; I 
just used to go up around and walk about. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: You cannot suggest any neeilen wh¥ you should have 
| that treatment, yourself? 

A No, I can't. I can't think of a thing; no, I can't. 

Have you tried to get work elsewhere in this Locality? 

A I have tried Coleman and Blairmore and 1 couldn't get work, 
glgo Michel. I just got what the rest.of the boys got, 
"Nothing doing." 

You didn't tell them where you cae froin? 


I did at Coleman, yes. 







Q 

A 

8 Do you think that was any factor? . 

A Well, when I, told lr, Davidson, the Deiat nhant there, 
4. hg ace Aa Ty We i yah came from? and I said, i just come. 
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Thomas A. Dawson 
from Hillerest. "Well, he says, "I have my doubts, I em 
leery om Hillcrest men," and I had to go. 
You don't think of any reason why @11 these other places 
should be leery off Hillcrest men ? 
I don't see why they should. 1 don't see no reason for 


them being leery on Hillcrest mens 





Could you suggest any way that this could be overcome, any thing 
to prevent any repetition of this kind? 

Well, no, Isdon't think I could, no. 

When dia you come into Hillcrest last? 

February, about the middle of February. 

Prior to thay? 

Oh, ain 1921. 


Were you there last August? 


> pr 2 FP DP 


I, came back in Aucust. Thad a little trip and I cape back 
in Aurust and have been there ever since until I went to 
Maple Leaf. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Why did you come here in Aurust? 

A °I came to look for work; I thought the strike wouldcbe over. 
I was working across the line at the time and I thought the 
strike would be over about August or september, I'd try the 
mines again, but after the strike was finished I didn't ask 
for employment because 1 thought there would be no use, there 
wes all kinds of the nat sat wasn't taken on and I went 


to work for Mr. Carter. 







8 z a? ll zen could hardly expect work when you came around 


Shipton time tn ee to the men that were around the comp? 
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hiring men. 


“casi sor0n WHEATLEY: But you think you should have an equal chance 
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2 CHAIRMAN: Where were you born? n te 
A Newfoundlena, .. if wy own ever taken by & Sommittes, 
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with aaepery” that are being hired? 


Yes, 





and you have no reason why they should have told you your name 


was on the list? 

I have no reason, I can't thjnk of anything I have said, 

You didn't hear who else’s name was on that list? , 
o, he dian't tell me; he didn't mention no names; he just 

said my Name wag on Wetiat in the big office, ‘that is whet 

he ‘tela me. | | 

Do you know anything about this list? Can you give us any 


information about it at all? 


No, I couldn't: I don't know © thing about it. 


Wheat kind of list would you cell it? - 
Well, I cahl it a black list. 


BEN gauin C pay 


Being. celled asca. witness and duly sworn, was. ORD DS de BY, 
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Benjamin Carter 

From 1903 to. 1909; I moved west in 1909. 
Where did you work here first? 
In the west? 
Yes. 
Diamond City. 
How long? 
About five years. 
Then? 
Coalhur st. 
Where did you go next from Co@lhurst? 
From Coalhurst I went to the Coast, in '15, and worked three 
months at the coast and come back to Hillcrest the same 
year, in September, 1915. 
Ana have you been in Hillcrest since 1915? 
With the exception of about three months. 
Will you tell us, please, your experience recently in Hillerest 
I have no experience to tell, you, Mr. Chairman, any more 


than I always got along fairly satisfactory with the manage- 


ment in Hillcrest up till this time. I have been refused 


employment. For what reasons I don't know. You know, Mir. 
Drinnan, I used tobe one of the officials of the local union 
there. I mever had any trouble of any consequence, in fact, 

I never had one case of my own ever taken by a committee, 

Were you-one ofthe mkttem committee in the recent nerotiations? 
No. 

One of the others on picket duty? 

Yes, Iwas on picket duty with the rest of the boys. 
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Have you tried elsewhere to set work? 
I tried in Coleman and Blairmore, 
What result? 
None. Blairmore promised they would give me first chance 
if there was any openines; that is the only - 
You have still that promise from Blairmore? 
Yes. 
From what official at Blairmore? 
The pit boss, Mr, Peat obi, I believe. 
What did they tell you at Coleman? 
Well, they #eha #iam't tell me anything, any more than they 
were filled up. 
At either Coleman or Blairmore did they say anything about 
trouble because you came from Hillcrest? 


No, 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: You are pretty well known in this district? 


A 
Q 
A 
Q 


A 


Pretty well known, I guess, with the exception of the far 
north; I have never been further north than Nordege. 

Are you & married man? 

Yes,sir. 

What family have you? 

Six children, 


THt CHAIRMAN: Approximate aces? © 


A 





From three to twenty, I could give them in rotation. 

whet ‘dtd the oldest - hoy or girl? | 

The eldest ig a boy, twenty; second is & girl of 16; a bog 
He a aes 1; a ath at eipht and a@ boy at ‘threes 
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A None - yes, the girl started to wrk this wonth at Mr. Joseph's 
THE CHA TRMAN : How lately did the pit boss at Blairmore tell you 
you might have the first opening? 
A It is over @ week ago. 
Q How often did you apply for work at Hillcrest? 
A Every day for about two weeks and the las} week I have applied 
three times, this week once, last week three times. 
@ What is the exact answers given you? | 
A "Nothing doing,” that is all. I have asked for the reasons 
and get no reply. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Can you imagine any reasons, yourself, Mir, 
Carter? 
A: None. 
You have a hoe of twenty, I notice: is he at work? 

A No; the bey has been sickly and, through the doctor's orders 
not to put him in @ mine, owing to weakness of the lungs from 
pneumonia, I figured it was like committine suicide in order 
to do if; so I tried to keep him at school, 

Q- You have your Gan home in Hillcrest? 

A Yes,sir. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Ten own it? 

A Yes, I have a house and two lots, 

COMMISSIONIR WHEATLEY: Have you any remedy to offer for a condition like 
| this? oe | 

It is a pretty har d question to answer. 

I will agree, Ben, it is a hard question, but if we cen get 


Pugecprieng & rr om men ieee yourself, coal miners and men who 


Wr I 


nee been interested a Cheer a 8D work, it might help us, 


chee 
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A No, I can't offer no suggestion. 


Q It looks a a helpless situation to yourself, does it? 





A Yes. 
TH# CHAIRMAN: Those are the main facts? There is nothing else you 
wish to add? 


A Nothing else that I could think of, Mr. Chairman, 
GHRORGEE IWA-:S 1 UK, 


Being called as a witness and duly sworn, was examined by: 


THE CHATRUAN: WHere were you born? 
A In Galicia, 
Q When dia you come to this country? 
A 1912, 
Q Did you mine coal before you came here? 
A No, I been in Calgary here in this country but I wes work- 


ing-on the land in the Old Country. 


Q@ When you first, came in 1912, what did you do? 

A Iwas working in Calgary, city work, a year anda half. 

Q And then what did you do? 

A In. 1914 I come into Hillcrest after the explosion and I . 
started to work in the mine in July, 1914, at Hillcrest. 

Q What jobs have you had in the mine? 


digger -- 
A Ihave got all kinds of job; I start, 1 was-pteker fatipper?}y 


and driver, and timber (gmidmer’,),and 1917 I started disrineg 


coal. aor 







When did you work last in the mine? 


dimes working in the mine in February, forget, I don't know 
REET BEME LH eH Whe Wee whiy HE so. sie. < e i | 
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what date I finish in February. 
And since the mine started up again after this new arrange- 
ment, what has your experience been? Have you had work since 


the mine opened? 


No. 


Have you applied for work? 


I have been ten days three times a day asking for work to 


the pit boss. Sometimes he says, "Nothing dding,” sometimes, 


"Not yet", sometimes, "Not now", and then I stappeda, I didn't 
go no more. I been thirty times there; the same time he 
hiring new men, | 

Did he ever tell you there was no use your applying? 

a nites one time the pit boss, what is the reason because he 
hiring new tien;I says, "You hire new man, stranger in this 
camp; what is the reason you don't give me a job?" He says, 
one time, that is not his fault; the pit boss told me that 
is not his fault. 

Did you take any part in the negotiations for the new &pree- 
me nt? 

No. 

Were you on picket with the rest of the men? 

Yes, I Was. | 

Take @ prominent part in the picket? 

What? 

Were you # leading the men? 

Ho, 1 aon't been leading men, I “just go with the res of 
the: peoples; there is about 200 peoples in the aiaak 


6. “Heve you, tried ha: get work enyuhere else? 


bay Dias 4 4 be ds working, 
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wap Bleirmore and Bellevue.’ 








| an Par? What aia veey ” tell you each place? What did they tell you 
| ee * Michel? | ae 
| a ; A In Michel I been with Mr. Jack Maddison; we asked about ee, 
; fe work to the super; he saus, "We don't need a man from that 
Be Si ~ eountry.” : 
: 5 ee Ane he Coremant “8° £0 halal, oe 
a A Coleman, he EAA ne up via to the i ¥ a 
Fo ye Q- And Bellevue? mea ey be th OF 
a A  Bellevue,"full up, not hiring men at all, akong doing." 
;  @ And at Bleirmore? | « Maun - 
1. GOATS Blairmore, we asked the super, he said, "No, no chance, RO siees 
. no hiring men," a | | ; 
. Q Did any of these places except liichel make any reference to 
: ae where you came from? ‘ 
Be OG Ys he | | ei 
; Q. Dia they say any thing about your coming from Hillcrest? ; 3 
A No, nobody ask me. i ge 
Q Nobody elise but Ys Wer way that, just say,no. work? a 
f A No. | be : 
Q Are you married? 





Na 


; ar Yes, sir. | 
Q@ How ne ny cebilaren? | 
i m0 L 2 Ci ‘ Jat La ) od 5 J ; 
A Thr. ee - : : 
a i? at ay Oper 4 vine u } - { | 7 


ihet aces? 
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Georre! Iwasiuk 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Some other place? 

A No, he is living at Hillerest; he work for himelt. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What did you intend to do now? 

A Well, I intend looking for a job around here and if I can't 
stay I don't know what I got to do, move or something, away 
some place, look for job. 

Q You worked on the land in the Old Country? 

Yes, working, my father cot a few acres land, ake a living 
on thet. 

Q Perhaps you might get back on the land here. Do you think of 

> ae 

A If I got the money I would go to farming land. 

COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: Are you a member of the Ukrainian Society? 

A Yes, I a member of the Ukrainien Sick Benefit pociety. 

Q Are you president of the society? 

a6 oe; | | 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Did you ever have any trouble with the manage- 
ment in the mine, eny dispute at all? 

A No. 


At no time you had a dispute? 
for the measurement 


A No. Oh, I had a dispute about three years ago/with the pit 
boss but that was settled, 

Q Did you get what you asked for? 

A Yes, I got what I ask for, 

Q Have you got your own home in Hillcrest? 


A Yes, I got my own home, 
THY CHATRIMAN: You own your own home? 
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THE CHATRILAN: Where. were you born? 


A. A 


Sure. : aaa 


Do you think you could sell it if you went away on the farm? ; 
Noboay buy now;if I sell it may be I go ferming, but nobody 


buy now. I don't think I can sell it because somebody take 
it for, the billks,I got some bills in the store. If I want 
to sell it, I can sell it, I pay the bill and I got nothing 


just. the same, nothing left. 


If you know somebody that yea would give you land and horses 
would you 


and cattle, plow and seed and/po on land - 


No, I don't know nobody. 


I say, if you did would you. go on land? 

Sure. 

I know people that ere doing that up in our country, bringing 
people out from your country and giving them all those things 


» to start on the land, If hey. would give somebody who was 


here and knowss all about it - 


int anybody give me the land and ever ything that belongs C 
_ the lend, I take it. 


You think you could make a success? 
I think you could, too. 


FRANK Ete 9 0 Ber 


‘Durban | County, England. Gi % ie | : 


oe re come to this country? 


pavers) a ‘8 eA 
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me Sek So ete wr ae tas tin tt: 






Did you mine in the 014 Country? 








Yagstty soarly 
What have you done since coming to this country? 
I have been in the mines all the time. 


Where?yed ever Gold »}; a :% 3. hg Bae 


At Nova Scotia three years, Hillcrest 1910 to '15, and Ir vat fag 
 - @ -wWeSlbsck home 4111) 19M! wee omy me auew 0 ee 


\ Were you on active service? 9)... ae thie : 


No, in the mines. © 855 | | | Rae te 


In the mines in’ the Ola Country? a 
ila 2 


eae 7 Fa Vien 
From '15 to "19? , | ee 


, 
eo tem, ~' Mave Pot | aes ib OD | ene 
¥ 


Came back to Hillerest then? Bis 
e IT went up to Nordege and then to the States. a fi 


e 


When did you come to Hillcrest? 
I went back to Hillerest in September, 1920, es: 
When did you work last in the mines here? ‘ ba ave y 

° ate 






Have you applied for work since the readjustment? 
Yes. pee 

With what result?) — 

Yes, I have ‘applied several timess thig eel D 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Q 
A : January “ASP WAGE > hentia @Uulae ere 
Q 
A 
Q 
A 
Qo With what result? ent years but in yeerse peier, frou Bi 
i : : 


: ‘wa ek , Ihnen eth oe Dd a a alle 
Whilitione py till after the explosion. ©) i 
CE aera y . r "* , 1 “i ‘ mS 
p . 


_ -How often have you asked for work? ‘ 


v eyes 
aoe 
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| Brank Peorgon 


g What reply? 

; A Pretty nearly every day the first wek or two, 
s : Q What reply did you get? — 
_ A Just "Nothing doing", "Not yet", something like that. 
r Q Were you ever told there was no use your applying? 
og A Wows 
| Q Did you ever ask if there wes any particuler reaswn?, 99) 
i a! I agked if there was as sense coming up here, trodding this 





= an hill every day? He says, "That is entirely up to youe” 
. ss thet as the answer IT got. 
i Q Dia you hold any position in the union here? ; 
: A Recording secretarys ; 
| Q How Long have you held that position? 
A since 1921, I think it mide 
Q Did you take any part in the recent nepotiations? 
A Now. 7 : 
Q Were you on picket with the rest of them? 
& Ghyptmanesd ac" Nou ore chats ee 
Q Any special disputes with the nanepement while you were . ' a 
working here? : 
Aa Not personally. ! 
| Q Were you on the A aaeuiianes a 


here but not in recent years bat in years Pfau : 
onwer ds, up till after the explosion. 


But not recently? 
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‘Frank Peargon 


Q Have you been at all prominent in the opposition to the 
recent change? : 


: eh 4Pe 
ie 4 No more prominent than I hawe always heve been all my life, 


a 


5 always take an active part in trade union affedrs. 


ee ——} 
ere aA ye 
. 
~ 


+, eal & Did you’come into direct contact with the management,.in. 





| connection with\that? , 

F A Well, you, do, certainly, when you work on the pit committee 
them 

you are Es contact with x in disputes with other men. 


But I mean in recent negotiations? 


“2D B. 


A No, f have had absolutely nothing to do with these reeent — 
negotiations. 


Heve you applied for work elsewhere? 


s 

A Oh, yes. 
Q Where, and with what aa ckts 
A 


I have tried all these mines around here from Bellevue up to 





Coleman. : 
; Q ‘Whet were you tola? , | a 
A Just,"Full up", or "Nothing doing" or something like thet. 
Q Did any of them say anything about your coming from Hi. fai | 
crest? ao } | | ool 
A Bos vie | é. He we A mia } 15 what t te 
Q Arevyoumerriad® never sterted efter the earike io doko a ; 
: Q What family? a 
| A seven. ep yo fos a he get? : pr aaaas Wiest 7. ; : 4 
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Prank Pearson 


one thirty-two, thirty, twenty-six; I lost 4 boy in thet 
explosion that would have been twenty-eight; Jim is twenty- 
three, a boy going seventeen, one fifteen and one thirteen. 
The last four ail boys? 

No, I lost one boy in the Hillcrest explosion; the boy is 
twenty-three and one wedhivedn” two boys left. 

Fifteen and thirteen are girls? 

Two girls, yes. 

How meny liwing at home? 

The three oldest girls are married; there are four at home. 
Is your boy of twenty-three working? 

No, 

What does he do? 

He was digging coal in that mine up there, 

He was & miner? 

Yes. 

And he has not worked since the readjustment? 

He never worked since last March, at Hillcrest, a year ago 
in March, 

Why didn't he work during the winter? 

His place never started. He wes working at Noo} sheft (section? 
of the mine; they never started after the strike in October, 
Has he applied since the readjustment? 

Yes, 

What replyodoes he get? 

He got "No thing doing". 


Anyone elae been put to work on the place where he was worke 


sy ing previously? 


ee \, Pl ‘ * We a mee bh Nec Ne NN Rae ane Wau: 
‘ ' ‘ a ; 
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FrankmPear son 


Well, he wasn't particular about going back to mining ccel, 
he would have gone back to any kind of wark after the strike 
was over but they never put him back. Wo, that section of 
the mine has never sterted yet where he was working, at least, 
not to my knowledge; they may have this last week or two, 

I suppose we should have him here to speak for himself. Do 
you think he is being treated differently from anybody else 
in the matter of work? 

Well, after ltils Ves fadthivnt he went to Coleman and started 
to work there, 3 

Oh, he got work in Coleman? 

Yes, but it was that wet he quit his job. I told him to quit 
his job, there was no use working there to kill himself on 
that kind of work, and he has been taka mines once since 
he came back and still the same story they told him the first 
day after they signed up, "Nothing doing." 


Well, thank you very much, Mr. Pearson, 


THOWAS HUGH E &, 


Being called @s a witness and duly sworn, wes examined by: 


THe CHAIRMAN: You were born where? 


A 


Q 
A 
Q 
A 
@ 





Province of Quebec. 

When did you come west? — 

189%. | 

Whath&s your occupation been since you came west? 
Mining, 

‘All the time? 


© a t 
Zs . ves 
i wh Pah) o® | 
pte) bat ifs 
McMeel? ©, cies =e 
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A 
Q 
i A 
@ 
J c 
A . 
a 
Pape CHA! 
Bie 8 
os d 
ae 
£3} 
2 Q 
; A 
gy Q 
A. 
. Q 


practi ally. me es eee 


When dia you come to Hillerest? 

Oh, I have been in Hillerest - the first time I started to 
work in Hillerest wes about 1906. 

You have peen away since? 

Yes: I have been away. 

When did you come pack last? . 

r came back in 1922, io <> aaa 
Have you creat in the mine since then? Q : 
Yes; well, that is when I started ‘this last time. 

And. when aia you have your last work? 

A yer ago the 31st Last Merch. 


1924? | 
You haven't worked since 31st Merch, 4922? (19247) eS 


No. i 
You didn't ect work a they eter ted up again in the winter 
time? a : ‘ as 
Way, do you know? 
I don't know, ene Fo © angie 
Dia you ‘take any pert in the recent negotiations? } 
No. | pate 8 Ke Y Q Tan , 5% mnie 

Did you hola eny office in tue union? - 


Ho, “not ‘an Hillorest. 


. tr hi Pus atl 


we 


5 me 2 
LOK ome +1 & 


How lately ‘have you doniiea on ‘work? 
t Sai 


lionday. ay, 


eave Fou ‘Sindee ns Atiy oyvorat ONT, Des 
ayes applying often? 
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whet + reply. did ora get? 


well, "Not yet," and "nothing doing” . 

Were you ever told that you need not apply? 
Fhe ae de, 

Have. you been away since Mar ch of 19227 

No. | 

You sey aon, last worked when? 


COMME TSSSIONER TRINNAN: March, 1924. 


, THE CHAIRMAN: Have you been away to other camps looking for work? 


: A 


| a 
i.e 
9 

A 





Yes, 

Where? | 
I have been.to Blairmore and Coleman, 
What aid they tell you? | 

Well, he told me they were full up in Coleman and I saw Mir, 
Roberts here and he asked me where I haa been since I left 
Bleirmore and I told him I had been up north and around 
Brule and Nordege, end he seid, "Where did you come from ; 
now?" I said, "Hillcrest." He kind of smiled; he says, ie ie 
"hy ain't you working at Hillcrest?" "Oh," I says, "I | : 


¢ see = 
don't know, I can't get a job." And so there wés another 


nat ve 
/ any) 


man came along and broke ap the o onversa tion; so I came 


back the next day and asked hin and he said, "No, thera 


is 


was nothing acing." | po a er. ft 

Were you on picket with: oa a et pe 
eae 

. Bd 7 oe 

Yeu. . . Sl chia a ile © eae 

Heve you taken any eee ea ee in it? har a 


rés%? 
st the same as, the rest of pane 
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here before? 
A Wo. | 
| CanKTSSTORR ‘WHATLEY: Can you evtrsbute, yourself, any reason for phty 


treatment? 


. A No, I cannot fathom it out myself what is the cause. 
| i‘ ca ote ‘Have you ‘any family? Rd | | 
eee kay | — 
| é i Q Eyer hed this kind of treatment before? 


im. a Yes, I had it in 1919, 
5 THE CHAIRMAN: Where? 


A Bleirmore. 
















Q What was the cause then, ao you think? 
A Well, it was just because we were Wea to break awed 
from ‘the orgeni zation of the U..WeA., they forced us 
F into and we were tr ying to break away I suppose I took 
e i pert in it and when Saey started up I couldn't get my job 
- back eeain, a 
Bt Q ‘What were 79" tr ying te foe ener, what kind of or gunk am isene | 
A The 0. B. U. alee 
CMMI SSIONR ‘TR INNAN: Were you refused a card in the U. Ml. Wel, at 4] ) 
: time? Did they refuse you a membership card? : 
. eat A Well, no panes gave me a cera after a few days, yes. 
cow tssToR WHA TL: Bat the eoayeny would bot eive you a » §0b? sa 


A Hoe P 

5 Logged waop Tor the United kine Worker mn" q 
a You have not been active, though, in this instance at — 
Hiterest? 





sed no’ me 30 poe mines here urnie aa 
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Thomas Hughes 
Q Can you suggest how you can get a corrective for these. 
conditions? 
A Which conditions? 
Q This discriminatory position that you are in? 






A Oh, no, 1 wouldn't want to say anything. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You said you tried to break away from this U.M.WeA. 
that we have been forced into. What dia you mean by that? 

A Well, we tried to form e Canadian union that they were 
telling us about 811 the time, so we took it in our 
foolish heads to start it and when we did they forced us 
pack into it, into the U.M.W.A. 


Q Who? 

A Well, the government and the operators. 

Q You were pretty prominent in that movemart, were you? 

A Well, no, I was president of the local at that tite, that 
is all. 

Q Of the new local under the 0.3.U.? 

A No, under, the old. 

Q Oh, you were president of the old U.il. WA. local? 

A Yes. 

9 And started to forma new local? 

aA Yea, 


QOMMTIS STON-R TRINNAN: Well, this forcing you are talking about. Was 


it not the agreement that was signed in 1919, which included 
& closed shdp for the United Mine Workers? 


Yes. 


A 
Q Therefore you could not wrk in the mines here unless - - 
. 
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Thomas Hughes 
Well, in what way were the government to blame for that? 


In what way did they do that? 
Well, they kind of worked together, I guess. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: But you had a card under the United Mine 


Workers and still couldn't get a job? 
Oh, well, that was after; I went to Nordegg , you see, sol 


signed up there, in Nor deges 


THE CHAIRMAN: You weren't out of work long at that time, were you? 


Well, no, two or three weeks,I guess,and then I pulled out, 
You were out of work here two or three weeks and then went 
to. Nordege and got work? 

Yes. 

But you worked at Hillcrest here since then? 

@h, yes. 

Up till the 31st March, 1924? 


Yes, in fact, I worked in Blairmore’ since then, too; I game 


back and got a job in Blairmore, 

Have you any plans now 4s to what you will do? 
Well, I don’t know what to do,I am sure. 
Anything more that you want to tell us? 

No. : 

Well, thank you very much, 


THe CHATRMAN: It is time we generally adjourn, We will take Mr. 


Patterson promptly at two o'clock. 


Adjourned at 12:15 to ® O%ebeek P.M. to-day. 
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2 o'clock P. M., Thursday, May 21st, 1925. 
WILLIAM PATTER § 0.8, 
(affirmed) 
Being called as a witness and duly swornj/ was examined by: 


THE CHA TRAN; 


THE WITNESS: I just want to state, before commencing, 
that at the time this was drawn up we were all members of 
the United Mine Workers at that time and this was drawn up 
under the jurisdiction of that organization and was drawn 
up by a committee appointed by the local union and, as sec- 
retary, it was left to me to handle what was drawn up by 
that committee, which was submitted clause for clause, 8s 
is shown on the typewritten circular you have and endorsed 
by the local organization at that time, which to-day, since 
that time, has changed and there is another form of union 
here that does not cover this and I am not representing the 
majority of the men here at this time, owing to the fact 
that that change has taken place, 

Q We quite understand that. This answer to our questionnaire 

is signed by a2 committee, "William Patterson, Secretary,” &c, 

That is correct, sir. 

Your occupation is a miner? 

A Miner, yes,sir. 


How long have you been in Blairmore? 





> ©.) FP }S > 


I have been in Blairmore continuously since the suring of 
1908, somewhere about March 26th. 


And you were secretary of the U.li.W.A. local? 
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Wm. Patterson 

Q In the questiongon living and housing conditions, Question 6, 
you recommend that attemtion be called i the sanitary con- 
dition of the camp. Have you anything to tell us enlarging 
on that? 

A Well, no, I don't think I have at this time. As one of the 
town councillors here - we had a report submitted from the 
doetor at our last meeting, which was a favorable report in 


connection with sanitation. 





COMMISSIONIR WHEATLEY: “You feel more attention is being given to 
those things at this time? 
A Well, I don't know as there is any more attention being 
geiven to them at the present time than always has been. 
The Chief is going around looking after that thing con- 
tinuously end also the doctor. The doctor is appointed by 
the town council here as sanitary officer, which is called 


for by the Provincial Act. 


Q In resards to infestious diseases, are they very prevalent 
here? 
A Well, there was two epidemics reported by the doctor, one 


of measles and one of scarlet fever, which didn’t amount 
+t to anything very much to speak of; control was kept of 

them. It was necessary at one time to shut the school down 
for a few days in respect to measles but it didnot last very 
long. You will remember that yourself. 

TEs CHAIRMAN: In answer to Question 13, your committee at that tine 
recommended in favor of payment by weight instead ‘Salt 
basis. 






IT might stete, in connection wigh that, Mir. chatrman 
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that there was representation made once or twice from this 
Locelity to Zdmonton on the grounds that this be chenged 
from cubicle measurement to the tonnage sys tem but we have 
failed. 
Can you give us d4ny detail any of the reasons for desiring 
tha tehange? 
Well, it wes felt by some of the men that by eubicak © 
measurement they weren't getting all that was coming to 
them; that was the views of some of the men expressed at 
that time and, owing to the fact that there was only the 
one company operating under them conditions they felt | 
they wanted a change; evidently there was something occurred 
which offset it. ae 
Was this discussed with the manarement when you were making 
the new aor gene nt at this time? 


I couldn't tell you; I had nothing to do with that, 


CONMMISSIONIR WHEATLEY: Has it been the custom in the past when these 


local conditions are brought up they don't get much con- 
sideration? 

Well, as & committee we digcussed the matter with the 
manager here in respect to reverting from cubictd measure- 
ment to tonnage and they, figured there would be sO much | 
change in connection with the methods of working here thet 


it would entail considerable expense and they did not feel 


like falling for it; they wouldn' '+ apree to it. 


THE CHATRMAN: Would there be any difficulties in weighing the suteiiae 


from this mine? the 


fg ry : 


sno a doub the syste of working here, eae 
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have to be chaneed considerably for to instal the tonnage 
system. Where at the present time they have main angele 
chutes driven and all the back anglescomes into the main 
angle chutes, you see, they would have to carry on a. 
system whereby they would have es pull each chute individually 
S11 the time, | 

Q Oh, in order to get each man's coal by itself? 
Sure. Yes, they have as high as seven, eight and nine back 
angles running into one mainte and under the cubic 62 
system they have no drawbacks there at all; the cotl just 


runs into the main angle and is loaded out at the entry; 





all coal is mixed up, there is no segregation at all. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Would it not be advisable to apply a similer 
system here to other camps that weigh their coal? 

A Oh, it might be possible. I don't think there is nothing 
impossible but that is just the company's viewpoint with the 
committee on that matter. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That ig what we asked you. When the measurement is 
carried out, do you have an opportunity to check it? 

A Well, when we are working on the shift when the Man comes 
around measuring; if we are on a morning shift xix you can 
be there to check with fim, yes. Well, any man that is work 
ing in a place continually for eipeina a praael catty knows 
within e few feet, anyway, what he has got there, because 
they are measurife ail the time continually with the tape, 
measuring props and giu2s (collars?!), and so on; they 
pretty nearly know what is there. * 
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check weigh man? 
A No, the union has no measure men on at all; they did have 
on 


them/at one time;whan I first came here they did; discon- 





tinued the practice. 

Q There is also a suggestion here that a man trip be installed 
from the tipple to the end of the rope haulage. What distance 
is that? 


A Well, I couldn't tell you exactly the distance. We had under 





discussion with the manapenent here the advisability of 
putting a haulage on this incline to hoist the men that 
were working on No.3 up the incline and before Mr, Visgac 
went away there was a promkes to that effect that they would 
do everything in their power to put a map trip on there, The 
men practically get a ride in as far as the haulage trip 
goes into the mine when that is convenient; they don't al- 
ways have emptyy trips ready but they went to liichel aaa 
made enquiries there on one incline in respect to man trips} 
what it. has amounted to I don't know up to this time. 
Who went, the manarement went? 

A They sent a man up to Michel, I understand, to look over 
® haulage they have up there to see what equipment they 
have with the end in view of installing a man trip on the 
ineline here, 
What, distance is that, that the incline trip would be? 

A Well, I don't know exactlypfrom No.5 it might be anywhere 
between 600 and 1000 feet from the lamp house, where the 


men receive their lamps. _ 
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Not yards; feet, I would say -- well, they claim that - - 


oh, no, it must be more than that, 


THe CHAIRMAN: Do you know what that is? 
B 
COMMISSION WHEATLEY: Yes, that is approximately that. 


I think yards would be closer than feet. 

The idea of driving up the incline would be to eliminate 
the climbing up the hill? 

Well, the officials themselves sibmitted , especially the 
pit boss, that he had timed the men himself when he had 
Left the lamp house, timed to see how long it would take 
to walk from the lamp house to the working pléce, and he 


figured it would take the men from an hour to an hour and 


a half to get to their working places, that is travelling - 


continuous travelling, 


THE CHAIRMAN: Where isethe eight-hour day counted - 


From where the lamps are given out, I understand, according 
to the Coal Mines Act. 

Well, if it took a man an hour to go it would take as 

lone to come back? 

Oh, yes. 

That would de two hours out of the working day? 


Prectically the same to return as it does to go there. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Which do you think you would rather do, work 





or walk? Which is the hardest? 

Well, that is optional, you know. You know, Mr. Wheatley, 
you.are pretty well accustomed, ~ 

Yes, but. I want.it to be on the record, that it ig a long 


distance and a long haul. 
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Wm. Patterson 


A From my point of view, the time entailed in walking reduces 

a man's earning power Se 
THE CHAIRMAN: How much of that hour could be ee by the nide? 

A Oh, there could be considerable saved. Well, it is not alto- 
eether the amount of tine.that it takes setting up to Noes 
from No.5 for men. that are working up there, it is the 
energy that is expended. in getting there. There is quite 
an amount of energy expended for men walking up there, espec- 
ially if they are carrying anything alone with them. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: I am rather in a difficult position to eak 
questions on things that I am well informed on and that I 
want to be on the records, too, put I want it to be known, 
as one of the workmen in that particular mine , i woulda rat her 
work eienraaGn all that distance hecause it is all up hill 
end heavy walking, agmost as bad coming down hill, back again, 
go that hour's walk, while it is off the day's shift, it 
ig hard work, too. | 

THE CHAIRMAN: I.am going into the mine pees You had better take me 
up the walk. 

A If you can take him up to the top of 116 angle on No.3 
it will be all right. 

Q In your answer to No.}% you seem to refer to the eiiatees 
tion of the contract system, Was it the i dea of this 
committee drawing this GDh ea 

A That. has been one of the demands of the United Mine Workers 


for quite a few years, elimination of the contract system, 








ry | establishment of a day ware system, 
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crop up; they claim they would have to have two bosses for eee 


can be in constant communication with the men in the ott 


6 From the Pes a0 yi ow, 8. supervision. they are metty 


Well, they claim that the contract systemig not satis-. -. 


factorye . Se ah edits “ts en vi ‘seen 
Well, why?. ee | | 
Everybody has e different view in respect to why that system _ 
is not. satisfectory. _ Some men claim thet if, the contract 


system was eliminated there would be less cause for disputes 


in respect 
and dissension and wrangling anong st the nen ixspees to con- 


ditions of work. That. is one of the main features. 

Yes, I can. see some force to that beesng? cond} tions make 
a great difference to the. contract workers. 

Oh, yes, there is no ‘doubt about. that. 


But wouldn't. their. place, perhaps, be. taken by other sieputes? 


Well, no, I, can't see it. The official staff claims - - we . 


have had that up in arguuents on commit tee; these things ell 


f a 


every man, 
Thet seems a high everage? 
We seem to think it would not be. necessary. : , ein 


I suppose the individual workmen in a mine ere pretty mad ih 










scattered out of sight of each other? 
Oh, no, not necessarily; they drive their. plases, some 


mines, fifty feet apert, with cross-euts, as bhey call 1 





for air at every so many feet.up each,phace, so that yor 
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Oh, 20, well, a. sole ingtances, in this mine here they. are . 
nat iaaat to a certain extent; mame places will pe ar iven | 
away bay ope the others or there will be one portion of 8 | 
district working this week on the efternoan shift and another 
part of a district fur ther out working on the ef ternoon oe | 
shift; that scatters them quite a bit but, as a rule, men na 
thet are working are not very far apart from one anoehen 

you can always eet into communica tion with the men working 

in the next place to you pretty easily. 

One advantage you mention ig the lessening of disputes as 

to conditions. Any other: advan teces? 

Well, iy don"t know, it might have a tendency to stabilize | 

the markets considerably, Ov: 
Which, the markets for coal, you mean, or for Sen? 

Yes, I believe it might. There is only one thing I see ‘in < 
respect to thet, though, that the great troublecin here 

that od can see is there is no yearly contracts ar awn up 

for coal: they are periodical contracts, they last a certain | 
length of time, depending on certain conditions, ~ | 


those conditions arise AAS contraat goes by the board, 
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number of yeers where the output of these mines has incr eased 
“daily where away back a number of years ago the mines did 
not have the output it was not so hard to handle it; the 
output has increased to such an extent to-day that there is 
absolutely no markets for this coal. It is the feeling here 
among some of the men here that if we dug the coal for nothing 
there would not be any markets for it just the same. 
Q That is a side of things we are looking into as closely 4s_ 
we can. 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: As a result of this seasonal work, are the 
mines over-crowded when orders do come in? 
A Well, I can't say that at the present time. We know that 
in the neat here when 4 rush order was sent in that the mines 
were over-crowded and when that order was completed or filled 
there was 2 glut of men. We realizedhéhat here, you remember, 
in 1923, yourself, Mr, Wheatley,that we did heve that con- 
dition of affairs, where it was necessary to establish a 
certain system whereby so many men would work two weeks 
and so many men would lay off, vice versa. We had that con- 
dition existing here at that time. 
a Would that trouble be eliminated if the orders were spread 
over a more continuous period? 
A believe it would. Iy mysekf, think that it would be; it — 
nowld give the companies a chance to know just where they 
were getting off at as well as the men and give them a 
better chance to keep the number of Beat cde) nekecean 


ae to continue out through that contract, The way it J ee 
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‘Ym. Patterson. 


with an output suitable, 

THE CHAIRMAN; 
Q I see one of your suggestions is the payment of wages meekly 

instead of two weeks. 

) A Well, that was the view of some of the committee, I believe, 

q at that time in respect to this. Pen gonglly, ame nay attein . 

that at some future date through legislation, the same as 
we have attained every two weeks. 

Q Some of the operators who appeared before the Commission 

G | still object very strongly to the extra labor involved 

| in the. Oye wagkly system as against the by-monthly. 

A Possibly. . 

Q They seen to feel thet it entails a lot of additional expense 
and Sacubls ‘to them without, they think, sufficient addi tion= 
al advantece to the men. Do your men around here feel very. 
strongly in favorpf the two-week system as against the old 
sys tem? | | | na, 

A Well, I think there would be trouble right away if chee! 3 : 
tried to eliminate it. 


two weeks except four time a year it poes to three weeks, 





that is, keeping to Saturday. 
Yes, it goes to three weeks. 
Four rns a | 
Taal Sd 


Does thet appear a) vt to be a ak Laerinnk thing suf 
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Q As I understand it, under the other system you fot paid every . 
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Wm. Patterson 


and was submitted at\ that time. Of gourge, there is nothing 
that is going to Peneeya fon benefit all at the same time, 
that is a certainty. I cannot see thak it that way myself. 
When the legislation was passed for the fortnightly pay bill 
the men had been fighting for thet for a lone time and I 
think they would put up just as hard a scrap right at the 
present time to retain it, if there was any chance at all 

of it being eliminated. 1 think you would see a pretty 

hard fight in connection with the retention of it. I em 
positive of that. And possibly that demand for a weekly pay 
is counteract that move, possibly. 

Your comment on the liines Act was simply for strict enforce 
ment. I don't think you suegested any changes in it, . 

What clause was thet? | 

Well, Question 30 was part of that. You believe the Mines 
Act should be amended, making compulsory the payment of coal 
py weight, &¢,,;and the élection of the district inspectors 
by mine workers of each district? , 

Yes, that is along the same lines wiéh the demand that was 
made for a change from cubicé% measurement system to the 
todindied system, In the first instance. The miners did feel 
here for quite a long timecthat they should have mme say 
in the appointment of district inspectors but Fetaentigy |. 
that hag never amounted to anything. The Government looks 
after that. | " 
You have @ right now to appoint a committee to eccompany the 


inspector , haven't you? 
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Well, with mine inspection committees , we possibly may e: 


have taken certain times to examine the mine. I have been _— 
on mine inspection committees myself here twice but we | 
were never apeenrasted by the inspector. 

I was’ wrong in that. I mean you have the right to make your 
own ins peo tion, | 


Os yes. The company never objected to that, in fact, 


they favored 1 ta : 


What about the Workmen's Compensation Act? howe 
"In respect to 75 per cent. of the workmen's earnings - ‘Oe 
eg gitia 
"Bhat. the earnings diould be ¢alculated ...... for the _ 
days in aii ch Gat workmen was ac tually employed." Well, : 
wiiielit say, the views of that committee, as fer as I er 
can remember, where strongly in favor of 100 per cent, _ x 
compensation, not 75 per cent. but it boiled down to 75 
per cents, and that is what was put in. 
What about the flat rate compensation? 
Well, .thet was never discussedj we never took that into ic 
consideration. | aa 


- ComtsT 3S TOMER WHEATLEY: .Do you think it would be favorebly received? as 


It has been strongly recommended from some quar ters — we re 


have visited. | f | | adi 
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a In your opinion, though, Mr. Patterson, beeaka hea a 
little experience under the present percentace beatae 
do you think there weal a ba more satisfaction if it wes 
on & flat rate, equal for all parties? ; 
A Well, if the flat rate would come anywhere near to what 
the percentage basis would dow it might be Rega nte a 
favorably; of course, I am not in @ position to sey. 
Q Well, the minimum at the present time of $10. and fer} mom Ws 
of &23., to strike something within a decent. ; average of those 
two ranees? 


A A mininun of 10 and a maximum of 237 


, 

| sae Q Yen. ~ fr 

ibe | A well, now, I am not going to commit myself by et A 

| will be favorable or unfavorable, 

| Q Bobathly not. I was wondering if you had thought over that 

. yourself. | 3 | 

| A No, I have never given a thought in respect to the flat aa 
rate at all. | | Dyes 


core else occurs: to x me in connection with Thee to eee i 


\ THE CHAIRMAN: “Well, your replies were very complete at that. time. 
you. Ts there anyth ing else aan wish to suggest? 

A No, sir, I don't think deere is any sugeestions Tt have to. 
offer anen8s in naspeot to anyth ing different or any char 


since ‘thet ‘tne. I think the questions as answered are . 
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Wo. Patterson 


COMMIS SIONIR WHEATLEY: Has the cost of living increased amy since 


that time, that you are aware of? 

I couldn't tell you. There is only one thing I have notice ed 
any change in in respect to this, that previously on @ 
fortnightly, like, a current account, as it were, that wes 
paid up at the end of every two weeks, they used to give 
five per gent. discount at one time. Now the discount is 
eliminated, whether they have cut down sufficiently in price 


to eliminate that or not, I. don't know, 


THE CHATRMAN: Is that the local stores, you mean? 


A 


Yes. 
All of then? 


Well, as far as I know there is no percentage basis attached 


' to any of them now, . I know that from experience in paying 


bills myself, 

When did that change take place? 

I didn't know anything about it until last éa tur day - I went 
into one store mex here to pay a small account I incurred 
there. Where normally they used to give five per cent. 

there is no discount now. Whether they have eliminated~ 
that, discount by reducing the cost of the goods, 1 couldn't 
Say. 

Did you have any discussion about it? 


No, lasked no questions at dl. 


THE CHAIRMAN: We errenged to have the operators come tomorrow morn- 


ing so that we have got the rest of this af ternoon free of any 
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forward ena | give any information? Ie not this mekee a i: 


Phair teen years. 





very short afternoon session end we made arrangelents. a 
to have the operators tomorr ow mor ning and we thought 
we would have the men to hear this afternoon but we- 


C 5 3 . 


got chr ough then @11 thie morning. If ther e is no one else 


ag t a ae 


we wild adj ourn until ten o'clock tomorr ow morning. sate 


Adjourned till LO o'clock A.M. tomorrow, 


@sereeese# @ 


10 o'clock A. li,, Fridey, Mey 22nd, 1925. 


GEORGE KELLOCK, 


Being called @s a witness and duly sworn, was examined by: 


Your position, Mr, Kellock? | : ee 
lianager of the McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Company, 
How lone have you hela thet position? eo 


Any Ba ning experience previous to that? | HAF ie 
Yes. 

In this country? 
Yes, I worked at the International Coal & Coke Company 
before that, 

How long in ell in Alberta, ari dedicat 
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Georee Kellock 

Crowsnest coal area on that map, with the red line around 
it there (showing)? 
Yess 
We have a estimate that about 216 square miles within that 
area may be said to be underlain with bituminous coal, Would 
you have any opinion as to that? 
No, I wouldn't be able to say whether that was correct or 
not. I have never checked a 
In making an estimate of the coal reserves they have taken 
the Kootenay horizon as containing 35 feet of available 
coal in seams over two feet thick and within 1000 feet of 
the surface and then later on he assumes 50 per cent. ag 
recoverable, in fact, that is 17 feet of recoverable coal 
under the area underlain by coal. How does that apree 
with your experience? 
It does not agree very well. The coal on the north side 
of the track at Coleman in that formation contains two work- 
able seams, one will averare nine to ten feet thick and 
the other would average, as far as we know, from five to 
six anda half feet thick, so that there would be only 
sixteen feet on the average of cml available if you got 
it all. 
Then you have to take &@ percentere recovery from that? 
You would have to @llow a reasonable percentage for loss, 
vacant spaces, and one thing and another, so that any : 
estimte von make off that kind of thing is very approximated 


Yes, it is understood it is an estimate but that would almost 


| look like cutting in half the available thickness before you 
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Georre Kellock 
started to make an allowance? 

Yes. There is another seam of coal deeper down but itis 
quite a thick seam,too; it is not 4 commercial seam at all; 
it contains anywhere from thirty to forty per cent. ash. I 
would not consider thet a workable seam under the present 


eonditions. 


There has been a general criticism in the press from time 
to time that one reason why Alberta coal costs more and hed 
difficulty in holding its markets was that the standard of 
mining management in Alberta was not as high as in the com- 
peting territory. I suppose you Gould hardly be said to be 
an unbiased witness but I would like to hear what you have 
to say about that. 

Well, it is only an anonymouseriticism that has appeared 
in the waived wiece else did you mine? 

Well, I have come in contact with mining officials from 
various parts of the Globe and I have had som of them 

come up from that field in America where coal is supposed 
to Be very efficiently mined and, while those officials may - 
have been below the averace down there, they did not ataat 


up with the ones we have got up here. 


What is the aifference in condition that, so far as you know, 


makes -"=-"" 
Well, they have flat seams down ‘there; bch s adaptable-- 
to machine miging , which, of course,. caked the. mrodnetion, 


Then they have better roofs down there than we have. Some 
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Those are the nonunion mines? 


Well, carrying that comparison dows @ little farther, whi 


conditions that is responsible for the cheaper mining of 


coal, coupled with the fact that in those districts where 


cheap cal is produced there is @ much longer working dey. 
They work eight hours at the face and some cases more than. 
sight bare at the face, I understand, whereas our working 
sea are eight hours from bank to bank. That difference 
would vary with the different Mines but you take some of 

the older mines up here, eight hours from bank to bank means 
very little more than five or five end a hmlf hours' work, 

so thet 1? you oompere five and a half beuka! work with 

eight hours’ work, vont can readily see there is goine to be 
a difference. in the cost of cninat oe C081. 

Do you know in detail what States that eight hours at the face 
applies to? _ 
Well, it is distinctly statedin the agreement of the central 
competitive fields agreement - it distinctly states all the 
rates are forr eight hours at the face and where cheap goalies 
is coming from is farther south than that, in Virginie, and 
I don't think there ig any limit. to what they work at the. 


face or any place else. ! na % | saw 4%. 


Yes, but the central competitive fields ere union mines. _ 
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George Kellock 


the miners we have up here are pretty good workmen; we get 


good and bad, of course, but on the average I think they 


stack up as good as other fields. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Have you ever worked in any mines in the States? 


No, I never did. 


THE CHAIRMAN; Well, as we understand it, your chief problem here, 


as in other places, is a question of markets? 

Yes, it is one of the problems, 

How is your coal perketea® to what cus tomers? 

Well, we sell, of course, to anybody who will buy but we 

are confined principally to railroads amd manufacturing 
concerns. We don't sell very much commercial coal outside of 
a few manufacturing plants and in the swine tine we sell to 
the grain companies who, in turn, sell it to the farmers for 
ploughing and in the fall, of course, we get a little thresh- 
ing coal. 

Well, what would give you a wider market? What would be needed 
to widen your market? 

well, there is only one way to widen the market and that is 
to get more people to buy it and to get more people to buy it 
you have got to have more territory; you have got to get a 
larger circle to sell your coe 1. 

Taking the railroad trade to the Hast, your limitation, I 
suppose, is the {importation af coal? 

Well, that is where our competition comes from, American coal, 
yes. | 

Have you any other suggestions to make as to that? S 


hink 
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the railroads at the wesent time are giving us the 
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Georpe Kellock 
benefit of any business that is available right now. 
Would @ higher duty on American coal imported into Canada 
be an advantage to you? I understand that any higher duty 
we put on would be couhtersbalenced by a duty that they 


would put against our coal going into the States? 
‘Yes, that is right; that was verified the other day; we 


received notice yesterday from an American customer of 


ours that the slack duty had been raised to 50g. That was 

in retaliation for the raise that was put on American coal 
coming intonCanada two months. ago and they made it retro- 

active. | 

Having that in mind, would en increase in duty in American 


coal, do you think, be a benefit to your mine? 


I am a free trader, I don't believe in duty, 


Are youca personally a free trader or is your colipany a 

free trader? 

I an talking personally. I don't think duty is a solution 

to the question. I think the solution is to produce it as 
cheap ag the other fellow. 

Well, is there any kind of governmental action thay you 

would suggest that might help you market your coal? 

No, I don't know that the governnent ean do much in that 
respect except there is only, one way. you can level those things 
up. Either the American Government will have to pass the 

eis hours law Se ak @, the tx dew an eight hour lew from 
bank to penk, or we will heve to have the game condi tions, as 
they hove. Thet is, in ay opinion, the hana dot we are working 


= rane -tocday. es am not ‘saying we shoula change ours or apn 
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George Kellock _ 


should change ‘theirs but T em jist telling you that is  ” 
responsible for the ereat many @xpenses; that all goes to 
ae increase the cost of coal. ee) 
Comurs STON WHEATLEY: Are you referring to the non-union mines or 

re union mines? 

| A You mean in this instance? 


Yes, with rerard to the eight hours? 





A Oh, well, the eight hour Act, of course, applies to att ene 
; mines, whether union or note eggnt 
, ®. . Yeu stated that the non-union mines worked all hours. 
2 A You mean, in the States? @ 
; Q Yes. — vr 
aA ‘I don't shink I steted thet; I stated I did not know what 


the non-union apr eene nt was and I believed that they worked 
Longer hours in some cases than they did in the union mines, 
and there is not any question but that in the central compet= 
itive field, the agreement does distinctly state that the 
rates prey for eight hours wor king at the face. 


Q Ha ve you seen it in operation, this e igh’ | haus oe oper 


ae 









ation? 

A Ilo. : 

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been stated thet one of the aistioulties in 
in all fields is that pRae are. £09 many. Mines, Bef : 

short time operation for all 95 them. | Do, you think ‘thet 

_ the cese in the steam field? 
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Would that form a practical deterrent to the opening of 


I don't know how you can eliminate certain mines and others 
work. I don't see how you can do that. 

What about the merger of the mining companies themselves? 
Hes that ever been discussed? 

I have never heard it discussed seriously. 

If that could be effected do you think it would improve the 
ipimanttiors ote the mines? 

I don't think that you could stop other mines from etadtine, 
supposing you were +o merger all the ones that are et present 
operating; I don't see how you could remedy the situation in 
that way because other ones would only start up; unless you . 
wide diy et Fo absorb every operation as they started you 
would be in the same box as they ard nome 

Ig it a pretty expensive thing to. open a new mine in this 
territory? 

Oh, some places it is, some places not, . . 

Broadly speaking, would you think that the cheaper avail- 
able locations had already been taken up? 

Well, if you are talking about areas in the Crow here, I 


would say, yes, but if you are talking about the areas in 









the Province, I woula say - - 7 
I neent in the Crow. oo.» i agen e Ve 4 ware 
Yes, I think perhaps all the coal that is easily accéssa 


from the railways is in operation now, © tlle... 


Nine e ‘the n? 
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exapeers ted opinion as to what their mine was worth. 


But if the yr esent confition gives you very short time opera~ 
tion, might not something of that sort be the direction 

to seek relief? , 

Well, we have hopes that we will get longer operations then 
we have had in the last two years but the last two yearg our 


operations have been interrupted by strikes. In 1923 we 


pot summer business from the railroad that kept us working 


all summer and in 1924 we were on strike again. This year 

we have cot it again, summer business, so that we are having © 
business that will keep us poing all this summer, steady work, — 
and then we will have the usual busim ss thet we always eet’ 
in the winter time to keep us going in the winter. 

Yes, I see in 1923 ged necked - May 24, June 16, July 24, A 
Aurust 25 days. 

Well, June 16 - that was on account of a flood. The flood 
tied the railroads up; we would have worked full time in 
June as well if we had been able to pet cars. We worked 
practically full time in '23 all summer. ! 
Is your production capacity increasing as you get your mine 4 
developed? ; Une. 

Oh, we can produce & pep great deal more coal to- dey th 

we could have done, ten years ago; we have not incr eased | 


it. fue h, Be the last few years: Sten eke we are not proanes 


nett Py 


i Ble Ye, bere, cov/eteeay work + We: epee d to give them et 



















Hollen on 08D 


attwew Bow ontat ‘theds” i ihe ‘gt ab notes be i. 
eereq¢o emtt trode YTev. soy wots 10 £3 Mawoo dreamy edt ab tot 
HoOLFos Eb ot.ed drew tedt to ae beeee tor tiga {mokt— at 

| | SNS 6 TretLew Aeow ot 
radt ano tt arqo wontol toy ILiw ew t add aeqod omar: ond 
Ti etaey ow Saal ort tad Brteey, ow teal edd fh bed ovat oe 
ow €8CL at Laewtte yd botquasetat, 8p 9d; own anoktexsqo 
wtintw at tqgex gadt baotl tet edt MO VE ean ivad. | Meme: toa 





~BE% alay 12839 atiate oe 8 Tow ow PACE, og bus sommve tie 

wifved os ow dat ow. eeentan d TORU M3, atte, on #03; oved, ow | 
a yoseta , tema gist Lie githos as I89%, Eltw. tale, sueniand 
$93 ayewls ow fadd aa wiiand Lavay odt evad fide, om edt fa | 
| -todoiw oct at.goiog ex. q aed ot eae» ‘te tes bw edtomt 

A (BS viol .al oanl .a8, ye a  bexrow! soy: aser ot 998 Tiepk os 

| -eyeb! as dank i 

Boolt et? .S00L% # %o a0998. 10 @aw dade + Oe: seeyls:  fiow hike 
ab omit Lint hetvow evad £lcow eww. a0 abso bax edd Bone - 

boixow oW! .a@ i890 ten o¢ ofda need pad ow Ra L6w: an sant 

« tontngetia ea? ae olntt ‘diet tite ee a 

ont bit Huan Hy Boy Bs ailace tom yttoerse word ob ong smoy el 


: eee ‘gin a eee ‘ eo a “tbecoleveb 
“tis wot Lag rom, tao ‘ane am s ono 09 9 80 








Have you eny idea why that is so? | ee 4 


By putting on more men and Lorewuine the daily output, © > 

of course, it would cut down the days aveilable for men we 
have pot but we don’t want to do that. | 
What wes in my mind wes this, that if all the mines around 
here, each one is increasing its capacity and the market — 

is not correspondingly increasing, I was wondering if the 
difficulty would not become more exarrera ted? 

Oh, yes, it natirelly would if you increase the number of 

tons that you can produce per day, it means employment of 

more men, and 4# there is no more business available it 

evaae less days per week. There %s no question about that 

but I don't think it is necessary to do that; I think it~) 
can easily be arranged to try to pive the men whom we have — | 
got reeular employment. , 

I notice in your causes of lessened output you stated the flood 
in 1923. In your answer to Question 27, giving the causes 

why production fell below your capacity, you give 4 phace to 

absenteeism as one of the causes. eh 


Yes. 
In your opinion, to that extent, men who did not turn as 
fa adh 


work - that <8 the ate ay of that? st : 


tes. 


No, I haven't. ; do know that there was 15% of ‘hem tale r iy 


: last ‘saturday night thatccoul a have been working on ‘the “t. 


noon shift. ‘Thet wes ‘the pey aay, ‘the first real pay Res 
| testa aa 


they have had since they v were * worktne. 
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A Yes; there may have been other reasons for it bestdes pay 
day but that was the reason I have for it, 

Q That was & coincidence. I gee, you don't put anything down 
for lack of railway cars? 

A We get a good supply of railwey cars;we always have cers if 
we have got business. 

Q Would not @ merger here, perhaps, besides repulating the capac- 
ity, result in some saving in overhead expenses? 

A Oh, yes, naturally it would probably result in working the 
most easily mined coal and shutting down the coal that . 
was hardest to mine and probably cut out some of the officials 
here and there but I don't think it would amount to very many 
cents per ton, all that you could cut off. the officials. 

Q Well, avert from the difficulty you mention, of getting com- 
panies to apree as to valuations of properties, do you see 
any other objection to.a merger? 

A Oh, I couldn't tell you. 4 have not studied that question. 

I don't think I can S kgaa an opinion on it at the present 
time, | 

Q I take it you are at no particular expense in marketing your 
coal, the railway is your chief customer? 

A Of course, the railway is our chief customer but we have 
to keep men on the road ell the tine, 

g In some of the other fields the expense of marketing is very, 
very considerable, when you oarry it right down to ze ted Tem: 


I suppose it is Ese of an element in the steam field? 





A Yes, it 1 hiby SO much in the steam coal. 
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_ »» - A» Well, the railroad are putting our coal down right into | eet 
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 @8E 0 | ir, 
.. Winnipeg, right in the city limits to-day, stocking in the 
o. city; that is about as far. We have sold coal farther east then 
r i } that but it has been in abnormal times. | vi 
‘THE CHAIRMAN: But that is railway coal? | | hae 
x A No; we have sola some coal further Jas t than that in os | 
a abnormal times but we don't expent to under present condi tions. 
COMMIS STONER WHEATLEY: Do you expect that to continue? ele 
S A T expect if we can continue shipping coal and supply ail : ate 
. the coal west of Winnipeg, we would be able to work scan ihe 
sg A steady But we don't get it all the time; a lot of American ts 
be? so apa comes west of Winnipeg, oe 
a & Are you speaking in the general sense for all the mines or. ae 
Eo | just your GAPS ty heldore | 3 os hal a 
i, A Oh, just in a general way. | | onan i 
THE CHATRUAN: In some of these nzher fields the question of rags ibe. 

4 mergers or possible pooling to cut expenses of distribution © 

be comes ‘UD; that would not be the case in FOOD iF om pe se Nb 
. A z don't think you would. save eénything on the ai etwibuveee 
ia | costs by & merger in this field, or if you did it would ude 
a very little, | whi . 

Be qu TS STOUR WHHATLEY: Is there any under stending among the opera to tors 












of this. particuler locality in. the selling of their oak 
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that is what, you seid vededan but there igs ain thang you can 
suggestion in relation to it?. 

No, I have nothing to suggest right nows 

With reference to the Wor men" s Compengation Act, you. sverest 
a straight weekly basis instead of a ae ees 


We have found that the men throughout make the same sugges 
You have ‘found that? 


Well, i find that there. are some of them who want to continue . 
the way it is but I believe the majority if them wonla rether © : 
have 8 straight weekly payment. And my reason for suggesting — 
e straight weekly payment is that, in my opinion, it: is ths 5 


w= a oe 
ae —\ wee 
Wes - yO SS 


only fair wey to do it, If a man gets hurt in the industry 
he is entitled to a certain remuneration and the fect that 
he earned more than his neighbor ea few weeks ehead of 


thet, I will be hanged how. I cen see as to why they erie hs 


con't hank, thet tg rue 


arse if viet comment ba you. to make on 
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resulting jn too many rates being in effect.Would you en- 
| lerge on that a little? | 
wet, YF Thad the rates in front of me T think I could en- 
) large it. There is 8 preat ie. ny classifications that could > 
ee lumped into one anddaone rate peid, 
Q Ig there as preat a differenée in the present scale as there — 


ae ee YI 


used to be? : 
A I don't think there igs much iaprovement in the present scele. 
I think there is some of the classifications cut out, though ; 
in the present scale, but there could be @ lot more cut out; 
for instance, vida will see some rates where there is only a 
few cents of difference, | 


I think that the present scale is very much more simple. 


i 
'* » 
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Yes, there is quite a few rates cut out. Of course, the reason 
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—T 


for thdeutting out of those rates igcthat it applies to oe 
emaller agreement ; and the bigeer agreement took in a creat | 
many more mines and they had different classifications at 

some mines than they did for others: so if you make a local yy 
epreenent for one mine you will be able to cut out @ great 


meee of the CIRRSLTIOn 14855 there is no doubt si 


ee es Le Se > 
ot. | : ee ee ee ee Se 
vb . ow as ae 
' 
. 


those rates as you would on the 5M Send egee tet” 


well, ‘the rates, of course, would be eGo neeed by mutual Hike 


sertdient and that is: the best way to ‘edjust rates. 
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George Kellock . 





a1 so? 
. (No answer) 
HE CHAIRMAN: Any other comment on the Worknen'’s Compensation Act? 
A No, I don’t think I have anything further to say right now. 
COMMISSIONER IRINNAN: Where do you get your mine timber from, Mr, 
Kellock? 
A We are getting it from the forest néaenve now. We have been 
7 cutting it for the last few years on our own property but 
that is pretty nearly cut off now @énd we are buying it from 
the government, 
—Q Where from? What district does it come from, Alberta or 
British Columbia? 
A No, where we are cutting now, we take e permit out from 
the government, pay a@-- | 
Q You are outting. your own timber? ! 
Yes, we pay a quarter cent per foot royalty to the rovernnet, 


per lineal foot , up to nine inches in diameter. 


Q Well, have you any knowledge of the available supply of 
timber there? 
A Yes; well, where we are cutting now we have got another 


six or seven years supply there yet byt on the other creek, 
on the McGillivray Creek, that ig a mile or two further over, 


there ig - I haven't had that cruised, I couldn't tell you 


how much ig there, but there ig quite & considerable stand 


of timber there, 


~Q Do you know if the Dominion Government are taking eny steps _ 





towards reforestration? © 


A 
a oe Pubs | A one 


A No, I haven't heard of any but I.believe it is about time he 
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the Fores te y Branch and you can ales eet. it fr om the Mines Depe: 


» they did it in some cases. 


Could you venture an estimate as to how long the present 

mine timber will last? 

Well, eny opinion I would give on that would not be very 
niebweabuee almost every year there are fires around here 
that burn up a large quantity of timber and you micht have 
several years' timber standing on a fewsections and a fire 
would come along and wipe it out but, outside of fires, if 

you woulda be free from firés, “of course,’ there is a preat - x 
many years’ mine timber standing right back of uss Of course, 
every year you cut you have got to go further back for it | 
and it costs you more to build roads in and it costs you more 


to get your timber out. 


THE CHAIRMAN: How old does the timber have to be for the penerel use 


in your mine? Do you use preat bie timber? 
No, we don't use big timbers. Our apreement with the miners 
limits the size of timber they set to10 inches at the butt 


for common room timber, and it is very seldom we go over thet. 


| What) deiwe of ember “es thet? WOR Ky WE a4 OR ie 


Oh, it is Jackpine and spruce, fir, or anything we can get. 
Do you know how long it tekes to prow a Sen inch area here 


ae I conlan't tell Mohs that. I think you can get that fr : 
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THE | acini teh are still working on fire killed timber? > wou oe 


c, A Yes, all. Ofte | . au S| the 
CON MULT SST OR TRINNAN: Can you give us an estimate of the amount: Of 
timber you use per year, the number of mine props? 


A Yes, we use between six and seven hundred thousand feet if 


a there is no strike. anil 
THE CHATRUAN: That is lineal feet of mine timber? | , ~anranate 


A Yes; in addition to that we use possibly 150,000 feet OR aster, 
boards, that is board measure. We also cut that and sew oe = 


















ae ourselves. We use the boards for chutes, planks and one ? 
; _ »-~—s thing and another. 
eS BR Well, have you any. Fisk vais to make other than as we haw 
ba = been discussing thet would helpius,.in;oum report? «af 1.506 7 
ioe 
Q Well, thank you very much, ir, Kellock. | = mee a 
h CW TON & Ss. WHIPFESIBDE ee | 
as Being called as a witness and duly sworn, wes examined by: 


THe CHAIRMAN: ‘Your position, Mir. Whiteside? 





2 Mena ger of WS Aeroational Coal & Coke Cone: Limited. — ¢ 
Q How ‘long bbe you nee teas een 3 . 


sh : s 5 t) ey ? 


. A ~- ve Se 5 ~y * 


Die: seventeen yeers, 


Q Have you eny previons ‘mining experience 4in ‘Alberta? 
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A Thirteen years. | 3 : 
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a A Oh, T have generally teken the eeonopists ‘opinion on that; } 
friely have gone over the pround, I have not been over all the 
, eround in detail. I know certain districts Rue I don't know 
the whole field. 
kK .Q Well, within the digtricts thet you have got perticuler | 
experience of, what about that estimate of thirtysfive feet 
I , of workable coal, 50 per cent. recoverable, or a net seventeen 
Ee i aves tate feet? | | | 7 | oe 
x 4 Some of the districts would not pive thet, others would rive 
q ae “more. | | a 
ie Q Would you venture an opinion that would be an average? al j 
wa I would be inelined to take it as an averare. at 
+  §9 In your own particular case, with s limit of depth of 1000 , 
. feet, I @ont t think that meen s/ you work into more cover than 
Li that wh en you go into these mountains but I think they | mean . 
a “within a thousand feet of the surface by shaft? . ae 
ae Q What thickness are the workeble seams? pide 
6c A ‘We have about twenty-three workable a there might 
a . | pe more workable ata later date. i 
Ee : Q Twenty-three feet? — 1 MGC Y, GOR S1 OPN | beg 
fs: A Yes. a 


What percentace extraction do you get of that? 


We have been getting so far 88 to 90 per cent. , 
ae that woulda ee come wantin the ees for thet | 
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Kellock, about the standards of management through this sien 


field in comparison with competitive fields in United a *Seaes. 


Have you any opinion on thet?.... king 
Yes, my opinion is that the standard of colliery officials 


is highethroughout Alberta, higher than the average field, | 
And what ebout the workmen? 
The workmem are just as good or better. 
And any difference in expsnse of coal cannot be ascribed to — 
those. two factors? | 
HOw ¢ : . Vhs 

| adifferehce of 
Will. you: tell me br Lefly what you think of thet canis tone 
that, makes cheaper. coal elsewhere? 
Well, we have in the Rocky Mountains district heres-our 
natural conditions are difficult,seams are pitching or 
preatly faulted: there is 4 lot of rock work to be ne on 
that account. The seams are not as thick as they are in 
some other places. We are working on short hours as compared 


with xe other fields , actual working time, and, while the 


distance from. the market does not affect the actual mining aye 


days you can work. ; . 
A EY 


Coming now to the question of P merkets, what ry your chie: 
market for your coal? 


The nat AD Fecific Railway. _ 
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0. B.S. Whiteside 

of cheapening the production, We have secured a ercat market 
just recently by reduction in the mining rates in this field. 
If you had not secwed that reduction, what do you think the 
prospects were for this season? 
We may have had .one day a week this summer. 
And as it is,how many do you expect to work? 
Iam hoping to work five days this summer. 
I see that in your, explanation of lessened output you give 
quite a. place to climatic conditions, 23% in 1921, 43% in 1922 
and 94% in 1923. Wheat conditions are those particulerly? 
It would depend in what month of the year that was. 
This was in the year as & whole, 
Which year was that? 
In 1921 it is 23%, (showing questionnaire) 
It.may be cold weather, although I don't remember whether 
that flood was in 1921 or not. 
123 was the flood, I think, 
It would be mainly abad: weather or frosty weather ; 1923 
would be increased on account of the flood weather in June. 
In what way does cola weather decrease your output? 
The cars are stiffened up, difficult to move, and outside 
the railroad cars are difficult to move, sometime impossible 
to move; sometimes the railroad cannot move thas on account © 
of climatic conditions. 
In answer to our general questions you say: "We have an anaee 
development and need an extended merket.",Jiow, what cure is 


there for that over-development?. 


would like to find a cure, myself, but I have no penacea 




















Dieiwa tsa « betsod8 avad ow © sHtobe ostho ty ond aataoqaedo 40 
<b fo t% aidd mi aotst ga kaka edd af MOLt enh ted ULswonss tase . 
(sad aAakdd soy of teen Motiguher tadt be “tow! ton Bast ‘BOY! at ae i o 

‘$noaseg a idd 10% Stew atooqadag 

429 mune. ‘atdé Meow & yeb ‘90 iad eved vst ew 

titow ot doeqxe YoY Ob Yolen wor, ai et as bok 

teu abot syed avit tow oF) gtitgod ‘ma 2 ¥ 

ovis SOY sugdvo Hensace L t0 nok taon iqxe su0%. nk sad 908 * ay “ 

SSOL mt veh ,f8@L at R48 .anolt ace ottantio” OF. socal’ s od tip i 

Pylwel uo bce: eaodt gre gnolitinos dadW ESOL ot REge bus } 

.gaw tadd ‘teey ait Yo dénoa: tedw mt paodeb Sizow a a 7 
etodw 5 as te9Y. vin or egw wpe 4 

(9 thst bt gorp sis toe? ee al: th ier at a 

wortedw rodieuiet tran I dhoodd fa. . te dd sew bio ‘of: eat’ a a 2 
ton tO ISL at ew ‘boott tent . 

wattthd 2 boott out eaw ane 


3s 





 aseL ‘ te dd sew qdaort tO “odt sow giie’ Yih att od 5 





| teugei0 “HOY eae toed tedteew bids sod’ em ‘Fad oa a 

© eb taduo bus joven ot Sinan tt tb a0 fedsitite eta @réo He Aa 
Sides oqnt euttenoe ova oe + tbaideaty axe Wide Nivitind i : ia 
_ tnnece oo ds wi Yo id 


soar ni wedteew Boolt edt to tntoose oo bowas tont $0 $5, 






TA ee sie ‘ \ eet, 4 
ho Ved ’ , , 


~L191~ 





0.3.8. Whiteside _ 





Q What would your opinion be of a merger of the mines operating 
in the Crow? 

A Well, mergers may be a bit more popular to-dey than they were 
a few years ago but there is congiderable objection to them 


ublic | 
to ia) abn and has been. I would expect that they, should 


reduce the cost somewhat, though. 
Q Well, apart from any popular opinion on the subject, do you 
see any other difficulties in the way of a merger? 


Generally speaking, mergers have not been accomplished until. 


ft 


en industry fot in such a poor condition that some of the 
operatorsyere ready to go under before a merreer was accomplishea; 
Can you see any objections to it in this field? 
I see none except that I micht lose my job. 

Q Perhaps you are too modest} perhaps it will give you a bigger 


job. 
COMMIS STONER MRINNAN: You are old enough to retire now, anyway! 
| A That is more nearly correct. 
THE CHATRAN: What about possible competition of new companies opening 
) up here? Do you thihk there is much dancer of that? 
A Not inithis immediate vicinity. There are plenty of other coal 
areas within a few miles, though, of the railroad. | 
Q You say the public has not looked very favourably on merpers. 
Can you give any reason for that? , 
A Well, they my figure that it Might increase the selling 


price rather than decrease it, ~ | | ee 






Q That is the answer I expected. In your case the public, in ee 
: ‘sO fer as they would take from such a@ merger, is lerge@ly ay a 


represented by the railway company, isn't it? 
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Yes! 

coe Lee could not give any estimate in figures es to what Sav~ 
ing might be effected by a merger? aca he 

A I have had no experience with merging. From my pee 
ledge, it would reduce the overhead and reduce officials — 
eenerally, ne 

Q It would certainly enable the Mines that were ania to. 
operate thet much more steadily? 

ea" If necessary they couldsbutt some of them down and oper mag te | 

+ rest three hundred deys ea yeer. 

oe ee We have had suegestions from different people that the povern- 

i: ire ent. should.in some way prevent the opening of new mines. Do 

aes: i you think any such governmental action would be possible? .. 

| A r doubt if, neice deine I don't. know enough about rovernuents, 

7 though » } 

F ® One suggestion goes so far as to suggect"fhat the eovernment 

ee take back all the eranted and leased coal in the movince — 

es and then confine future leaseholders: to a very limited number : 


ay, _ in each field under coniitions that would keep the size of 





the production machine in proper relation to the enn 









eliminate waste." .. Died ae pt 
A That would not affect the large nau er of mall ous ho. 
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existing Act? 
Oh, the existing Act would seem, at least, to be ample. I 
know ig recent years it has increased the cost of operations 
and taken @ very ereat deal of the officials’ time in making 
out reports for the government; practically all the lesisla- 
tion we have had so far has been towards increasing the cost 
rather than decreasing the cost, 
Can you think of any perticuler ways in which this mieht 
be remedied? 
There are too Many reports to make out, ror one thine, I 
think, and we even have to make out reports on a& monthly 
basis and we are compelled to keep our books on a two-weekly 
basis. It is absolutely impossible to make the two work to- 
gether, in addition to increasing the amount of office work 
thet has to be done, 
We had one operator before say he felt very strongly that 
the two-waekly pay was not worth enough more to the men to 
compensate for the extra strain on the operator's time. 
I think it is an actual detriment to a certain percentage of 
the men. 
Under the old plan they were paid every two weeks except fow 
times @ year they went three weeks? | hn tom 
I believe that was it. TI don't know: somebody said it was 
only twice @ year instead of four times a year but I coula 
Wea tha Man | be 
I think at was four ‘times a year they went three weeks, That 
is all it was, ares twice a year ‘they went three weeks? 


Yes, twice = year, 
















f .elqus of of ,tagel ta. meow 5 ivow ts, sulsanxs. gt 0 
atoliaxeqo to temo edd deasezomt asd tf, ateou, tuoo9" GE wos 2 
giidem af omit 'alstottte ad? to {seh teen vey (8 need bas 2 
~elaigel add Lis Yiies Lf omte Soe correvog elt nol etrores t0 nd 
feos ont ahtaes wa ab xoywos need uedash oa bad oved swiao bt | 

ston: add; saheeoteb neat rest ot 
$detm atdt dotdw is) ayow waluots aay ys. Rowatn tte Hoy 80 . 
| Aide hapa Roms aH 
I ,antds eno vot 00 exam ood: atroget ‘ovat anda : 

Yidsiow # no @ttoqe+t Fwo even’ dF eved nev! ‘ev: ‘Ree (aka be 

yliloew-owd .s no etood uo qeex ot ‘hellequee ere ow baa ulead a 
sot atow owd oft sclem o¢ ofdieaoqmt Yleinloads’ et T° aided ? 3 
Siew cokito Fo tives sit gaitasevont o¢ mottibbs at _ oF 

.90b af od ead edt 
tant Ulnrewtea yror Filet ‘on ya exoted rotaxrstto ene 
of Hem sat of @iou ea fd cow tort basi va ener ‘ott 





¢ 


‘to Peeernssc atstio & of Sioa 9b tastos ‘ee? ae ae eh 






phys tae Ce gh oe RM A a are as or ih tite outa en ge : i 
ie “wot dqeoxe eieow owt Laats bisq ovew suit 
BED) RR RR RT HOY 99 AER y BUR 0S) 
i aot aaa tee i vende 


naw x bisa’ or Sen 


ee tse ae : 


et oa erst 


~1194- ne 
0.k.5. Whiteside 
COMMER STONER WHEATLEY: To what is it a detriment to some of the 
men? 
A Well, some of them get two drunks a month instead of ane! 
that doesn't do them any good, 
Q How many of them? 
It is easier to spend money when you have it in your poeket 
than when you have it coming to you, 
Q What eeucestace of your men are that way? 
A Well, a very sMall percentage of our men that way. 
THE CHA TRAN: In reference to these reports, can you think of any 
way in which that can be simplified? 
A Cut out some of them, 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Can you suegest some of them? 
A No, I am just speaking generally now. 
THE CHATRMAH; Is there actual duplication between the dominion and 
pvr ovincial reports or do you make one report? 
A Wel, we are making the one report now. There was duplica- 
tion at one time, 
Q There is nothing further to be done along that line to 
avoid duplication? 
A No, I don't think so. 
COMEISSIONIR WIEATLEY: Do you think-your hisher stander a of efficiency 
in-end management and men is attributable to your Mines Act? 
- TA Oh, in some respects it is, yes. 
THE CHAIRMAN: What about the use of machinery in the mines? Is that 
used as fully as it could be? 
A It is very difficult to use in this district; it may not be 


“in some instances used as fully as it might be but compared 
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with other fields): I think it is used about es much es any 
of the other fields with like conditions that I am acquaint-— 
edwith, | - | os 

"A oh suppose & big advantage of loading machines in the United 

States is largely in the flat seams? 


oA Mainly in the flat seals, conveyors and loaders and cutters 
8 








er 5: eh: are nainly on the flat seams, t 
am <4 Q The American Coal Commission estimated in the next ten years 
. fe ‘the preater use Of loading machines would cut the cost of ; 
‘ Be . ; , coal BT there about 25 per cent. 


i ea I would doubt that, I don't know the field,’ though. 
. | aakzasro TRINNAM: “You have some knowledge of the afferent: mine 
districts’ in United States? © piper mane oe 
A ne Hive ib ot? in several, : 
oe RPO Pe ae ned the Ste etter there “they worked eight hours 
. at Hi rede di bedthdt ete @Psue Kot’ tame "tc wae, Smsieao 
you know about that? + 
ot Be That is what the ceneral practice is in districts that ee a 
| visited. oie 


They work ac tually eight hours? 









ceo ‘Eight hours at the face. The same is‘ practically true hr 
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No, I aontt 1 know what berg are. 
Have you any watwhe dee of what the output per cunt ovigs ind 
in Great ne ger pl 


2 


A It ie very Low. 
9 You have no  knowLedee of the actual amount? 
es aa I woulan' ty: - couldn't aay. definitely. 

Ri Have you any knowledge of the Output per employee in the 
es United States in,say, the centrel competitive fields? 
et can't rive figures but except to say it is consi derably 
. higher than | in this district, 

} CHAIREAN: Do you know what the output per employee is here? — 
a Phe wouldn't care ‘to give a figure off-hand. We keep a record « 
| of it , somewhere Beuween around about three tons per man, 

a Three, ‘aid. you say? 

at Probably about that, somewhere eround there. : 

con ha. TSsIONm WHEA TERY: That is for the whole of pou employees in the: 

iP: mine? | 

Vege 


What would the average be for your contract miners? 







‘Would your weigh sheets give you that daily? 


« 






A 

“a 
A I couldn't give you. thet right now. 

7 

A 


Oh, we have pot it at our office, 





j CHA TRAN: Yes, I see that in the United States the daily, output 






per M8. y Aneluding e@11 workers, skilled and unskilled, 
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io increasing. In 1890 it was 24 565 1900 - 2.98; 1910 - 30465 
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21: — 4619 tons; and the gain re due to machinery ana : 
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at Fa beshin tog tuqtso edt. mere to- sabesnoast we, ao ove 

, | i failed ie, _fa9) mk 

saath gee Aa “0 tedpsna aR | tol RON, at ae 

Trane Lsutos. 9 At, ‘go > obo Lnosst be eysd, oY 

y and -) Rtot batteb, yea tab L000, ~ tinbioow 1 i 
add at eetoicw seq tuctyo. oct bo ombo.Lwonzt yas BPX: ove 

Teblert eviditequog Lextaes, ont atae eat, goitade, bot tal a 

elders tanto: at tt yea ot gqooxe dud aetig ht ents #? “ae a ag 

es so titeth. aidt HL age, ‘tar ae, @ 

6ieduat sayoloue. tog! teats, adi tadw, wi: HOY, , od MAM 

Hioowr 2 geet ef .basd-T20 So BEE 8B avis ot e780 a abion E | 

Man teq anos sothy inode bao no omt ed 9° och | 


hi soy is 











sae 

















Ws a tom 
Raich eh BE ay Bie oogt® oy 
fa ronia tos n09 BOY not od ome Or odd Bivow fer 
| wom ddqte tad 30%, sie - 
Wr ie aie pins 1oW 
pee foi bea 28 coe ana toe. wae wissen sent 
| tenee vitab b ot ayes Destad aha 


- DD PP 


- Q 


~1197- : 
0.8.5. Whiteside 

in just that way. 
No. 
We are goine to try to work @mething of thet kind out from 
the fipures we have. so that, if three is your firure here, 
the United States is more than e third better. That would 
be better conditions - 
This is a comparatively eood district for tonnare. 
Could we get those fieures fr om you, Mr, Whiteside? 
Yes. | } 


Will you turnthem in to the commission, please. 


COMMISSIONER IRINNAN: dave you looked into the question of mine 


Q 
‘A 


timber supplies? 

Not particularly except the general knowledge that the mine 
timber supply will, in a very few years, play out. We are 
at the present time using up burned timber and.it is only @ 
question of a few more years before that will be useless. 
You get your Beene pew from where? 

We.get. our timber off/liaclaren srea.; I an not mre whether 
fit is in the forest reserve or not; I think it is. 


That is in Alberta? 
Alberta. 


THE CHAIRMAN: What about the Compensation Act, ir. Whiteside? 


A 


The cost of opere ting it ig been SRATene ing each year since 
the beginning, | 

By deat. of Pppleas yeu pean the cost of ate Act? 

the tax, the cost ‘of the Act i's considerable now. 

What “would, you think tank’ a flat rate as ; against the per- 


ee ae 
centage ? 


Pa. Aer 
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0.2.5. Whiteside 
A Well,,..t would not be particularly in favor of a flat rate 
to-day, although I recommended a flat rate when it was put 
into effect because at thet time condi tions were normal; 
since then the percentape rate has been gradually increasin 
through abnormal times, consequently I would to-day recommend 
staying with the present rate through a falling market. 
Q Is there any sgeestion or comment you can give us? 
A Nothing that I can think of further, | 
Q | You realize we have got to Make @ report and we want adi the 
help we can neki ne it, 
A I an sary; I cannot help you any further, 
COMMIS STONER WHEATLEY What is the relationship between Boas | 
and your eral ornae, Mes Whiteside? 
A It is very good, I think, 
THE CHAIRMAN: Well, thank you very much, lir, Whiteside. 


WILBIAM STEVENS OS, 


7 


Being called as a witness and duly ‘sworn, was examined by: 


THE CHAIRMAN: Your position, lr, Stevenson? 


A Mangeer. 


Q Of? 
A Hillerest Collieries. 
Q How Long have you held that position? 
A Since 1918, °°" hy 9 | 
coal 
Q Previous to that were you/mining in ae 
K Yes, for ‘about four or five years,’ | | 
2 Where? PEGenine of Our warcket ank any means wi webs. tre set) 


tie rice of eal can be reduced wii 


ni) es 


- “« v ee EST. Te oe eee in aan 
; : : ws ay oe “" oe SRR ' 
ta ‘ c ‘ WP wre 





















simarnm a 





etatéait o 0 tovst at cldeleclevae od Ane iar ie 
tog ecw Tt asdw etat tart B Sebasnmo oes z drauondy fe Oe 
;fsaitom tow arto Bt 26100 onikt Fact ta anooed tootte bet or 


Aiea aa nti eae saad 
autase 0a! Yilsubsrg ood sed of at ‘sqatnesse¢ one ae d ee : 
Hiessc oot Ysbh-oF binow I GLdneupoastoo ,somtd Femronds Agaomtt 
-tex ten mbt ist & dgaerit etsy rere. so Ath eines i 

Tan svis 39 HOY, dmocme9 10. nobtacyasa, Ee. 9 ouedé al a 

| : | sort x anne 80. ry tadd “gutdeolt 

aid Lf jeans ow B18 $coqet 8 exe ot ‘tos sik ow ‘ostiae v0 


ae fa 
* ott sethsten nae aie 





«tok at nie Ho ¢ aod donsis9 ae wwiwe QS 4. 

“tree ie ond i eer * 

tlea ior deems aa gidesottefe. ot ef tad ITER 
won See ee ae dare 

Sobtaod bell st casoyoLmne: THOY ane 


8 Wh eR as et tar timers oem a 
; saat a. <boos ytev af a 
v , iv " oe “| Pe t yy USER af °F iy 


, bese tail uit «AONE wae aR sitet es 


- ae wal A Be eats Be, 
HOgnRT Sng MAtSIIW 
wie Shean 


ud Donte aw «fede le ine gue ee bettay gute 


. i ee \ 7 Won, Fy we Ore ey » font oes % oes ae Re EF tue mt : 
Sroanevade. ak Ki talties 70 WAM 


ele Peta’ F 


Lith boa By * e 8 


as, 





; A Nor dege. ‘ in a @ Anduate v | 
eeu Sr Ana previously Ce. theeS eae this setesnen' at you * fer 
A 

















Well, I started mining when I was eighteen yearsof nee in 
Britain; Ihave been, associated with the industry - | 


. fi By = 


Q@ You have that map before you with the Crowsnest coal area 


A on it. Have you ever made aay estimate of the probable area, | 

eg. of bituminous: coal in this district? f pA 
z A Noe | gee 3 
er Q Take the measurescyou ave particularly acquainted with, Msi 
wheat is the thickness of the workablé seams? Se =e 


A Well, I would say they would averare 28 feet. 

g And what percentage extraétion are you eetting, about? . 

a I think we run up to about 90 per Ogg ean ee ‘extraction, — 

Q That is where the seam is good, I presume? | 

A Yes, and conditions are favourable but, penerally speaking, oN 
not all in the first Toe Te I think I answered that Sin 
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the questionnaire, £3 be. 
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Q Yes, Ihave no doubt we have that. In reply to our Questio a 
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. ss niirdyou sent a copy of the circular issued by Mr. sorte, 
5 vd Manee ine Director of vane ROAPADE and discussed the lack 
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Williau Stevenson 


concerned in the industry. 


COMMISSIONSR WHEATLEY: With whom was this eereement that you refer 


re oa fF Oo & 


2 


A 


&> 


> © & 


SJ 


to made? 

Made with our employees. 

Siened by your employees? 

By each individual employee. 

By each individual employee? 

Yes. | 

Not collectively? 

Not collectively. They have thet pwivilere at any time if 
they avail themselves of it. | 


' 


How WAS the matter negotiated, individually? 


‘No, it was nerotiated through a committee representing our 


Gin > tae § Ss 

Would you call that individually or collectively? 

Well, I don't know; ven can call it what you like. The men 
came down rem esenting the employees, decided to accept the 
agreement ‘by a two to one vote and they returned to work. 


I under stood you $@cSay you had signed individually? 


30.1%: 18. 


But negotiated collectively? 


very man signs the cara stipulating thet he accepts 
‘employment by Hillerest Collieries under the conditions of 


the asreenent, 


Has that been customary? 


. I don't know that I would say it is customary but it has ~ 


become tee custom now. ye 


It hes beeome the custome =~ 
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Yes, been established now, 


Been established on this particular occasion? Penh: 


: ; 
Q By what method? ye a 
A 


I don't exactly eet YOUs 


You sey that a Conmittes nepottated the agreement, dia you? 


has 


Yes. 


at ie é 


But they individually have not sienea this SeDedat Ait tot 


committee? | exe 
A The men accepted it, eit, 
- : 4 , A » - ‘ ss Pte , races 

Q The men have accepted it? ) 


A By a 0 te. of ae to. one, 
¥ Q Yes? 2 a oe ears 8 
A 


ee 


In favor of accepting the epreenent that was mutually 

established between myself and the committee Hpat came come es 

representing these men. 

. this 

 Q@ Wes it understood with you from these/committee who met you 
and drew up this pak ticular apreement that that would ie 
the method of making the agreement? 

A Distinctly understood, they were told so. 

et. WORMreneET TANT iie te *, econ? tex, Worksen's oonpenniing 

a Would signa cara, 

Qo Them wane, ,iebftuded Werkuen's Compengation in thast ; 

Ay | Yes. Ob, Yes, he Hat wae a direct ghuree on the indneuey, 
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William Stevenson 


nesotiated, There is a copy of the card. 
May I keep this? 
Yes. 


Said card put in and marked es EXHIBIT 29, 


To come back to the question of markets, is the same true of 
you, that your chief market is the railway? 

Yes. 

Can you think of anything that would enable an expansion 


to be made in that market? 


‘Well, as I said, I think it is entirely @ question of price 


Leaving the labor situation out of it entirely, take taxes, 
for instance, are a direct charge on the industry. In the 
year 1923 we paid upwerds of $72,000, in taxes. 

What kind of taxxs? 

Well, of contributions to the governments, call it that 15 
you like. | 

Under which heading? 

Well, there was @ royalty on coal, taxes for being allowed 
to do business in the province, stamp taxes, school taxes, 
local improvement taxes, income tax, Workmen's compensation, 
and I don't just - - pee 

You have included Workmen's Compensation in that? 

Yes; Ob, yes, but that was a direct charge on the industry, 
the 72,000, 3 


Have you any meprestion to make whereby any of these Might be 


reduced , which particubr ones? | sta 
Well, I think it is pretty eenerally understood that we 


are all suffering from over taxation; everything is; the only 
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William Stevenson _ 
thing I can gee is they stop spending the money, our 
eovernments. I realize that they require money. 

Q Any other item of expense that you think might be ~----- 

A Well, the Mines Act has always, instead of alleviating the 
situation, they seem to be going ahead. Just to cite one 
instance of it, not very long aso we had occasion to instal 
an electric cable underpround and in asking for prices on 
the ordinery cable lead covered, which has always been the 
custom in use, we were asked if it was for underpround and 
stated that it wes. We were told that under the Coal Mines 
Act we had now to use an armoured cable. Now, that armoured 
cable represented fifty per cent. additional acat to the 
lead covered cable that had been in use previously, Now, I 
did not know of that Pegs into the Mines Act but it 
was there. That is an additional cost on the industry and 
I don't think it is necessary. 

Q Do you know of any reason why that change was made? 

A On, T couldn't tell you; itewes just made, 

CGMISSIONMR WHEATLEY: You don’ t know any benefit it would serve, the 
armoured cable? | 

A Well, the wevious cable we had beeu allowed to use, lead 

; covered, was pood mining prectice; I cathe was penteakie 
sath sfee tory, 

Can you Amag ine 4t would be for further safety? 


A ‘- think mehen one Looks dota at the accidents from cables 


breaking, I aon't ‘know, ‘I think it must be a very smll 
: Be percentere; ‘I don't” know Gr) one in ‘the mth ano ae past 
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William Stevenson 
Wouldn't it be essential in a mine like yours, with a history 
it has, to take the utmost, precaution? 
The utmest proceution is always va k@ne 
Well, wouldn't this be one of them? 
No; in my opinion, no; itis @ needless expenditure. 
In view of the past record, the terrific explosion et your 
mine, you think these precautions are not necessary? 


I don't think so, 


THE CHATRMAN:.. Had the. explesiohon anything to do with the cable? 


A 
Q 


> pb: we 


> ©» & a 


A 2 


No, 

What are your views of a possible merger to cut operating 
costs? 

Well, I haven't given the matter any consideration at all. 
If not, can you see any objections to it? 

= don't think it would be advantageous in this district, 
Can you give he any reasons? 

From the consumer's standpoint, viewpoint; 

Well, who is your chief ,consumer,? 

The railway companys 

Is it pretty well able. to look after itself? 

Oh, yes, but it is almost. more or less felt, I think, public 
opinion, that it, ig 2 hue aie us of boosting the selline price, 
such a thing... 

Well, cannot. you imagine © merger thet did cut costs and . 
therefore. did. cut gelling price? 
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William Stevenson 
would reduce them any? 

A Well, I don't see how you cen help anyone going into 6 

| business if he so desires. Now, we have not got very much 
coming and goings with these dealers; we sell our coal, 4s 
we stipulated in our questionnaire. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We sre quite anxious to gat the pros and cons of a 
merger as you se@ it. Give any reasons why you think it 
ig not advisable here. 

A Well, there is one thourht, as far as fhe merger, it is only 
a partial merper that I have considered from the reduction 
of costs and I thought once or twice that the joint purchas- 
ing of supplies by the various coal mines might enable 
these Supplies being purchased cheaper and thet could be 


handed on to the consumer. 


& 


Would there not be & saving in overhead’costs possibly under 
& merger? 
A Oh, yes, there is apt to be. 

COMMISSFONER WHEATLEY: You can readily see it must be & tremendous 
expense on the consumer, from the consumer's view point 
referred to, with four thousand dealers in the field and 
uetty nearly as many men pro aue ine coal, 

A Yes, quite a bunch, As I understand, the chairman is talking 


of a mereer of the operators. 


THE CHATRIAN: “Yes: I an “not teijix talking on the distribution end. I” 


ai epeaking of the qr odue tioh aa, 
A Yes; on “the other hand, ‘IT have known of 8 merger than has 
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William Stevenson 
being cheapened, they went skychigh; I have known of that 
happening, 

COMMISSIONER WHERTLEY: Where? 

A In Britain. We have one very big exampleof one big coal 
company that did that, 

Q Can you tell us in detail of that? 

A Well, I don’ + know - 

COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: You refer to the United Collieries? 

A United Collieries. They bought up collieries all over the 
place, Some of these collieries were extracting bottom 
pillars at the time of the merger and the report was a very 

(outfit? 
favourable réport originally and all brought into this output, 
and the retiuneration of the head office was very substantial 


and, why, it wes the worst thing thet could have happened. 


CoM @ Well, of course, a merger can be abused, 
A Absolutely. 
Q And the Chairman is referring to a mereer under ideal condie- 
tions. | 
THE CHATRUAN: I want to eet the views of the people we talk to ag 
to what they think about it, | 
COMMISSION TRINNAN: Have you any doabt if a meager in this coal field, 
the bituminous coal area here, in which each operating 
company went in on a proper valuation, the cost of production, 
continuous operation of whatever mines were kept in operation, 
would not. be more efficient than under the present system? 
A Yes, I think that it would be more economical under these 
conaiti OnSs 


qQ There would be fewer mines and be fewer men employed? 
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William Stevenson 


Yes. 


But those men that were employed would be given steadier wak? 
Exactly. 
The operation would then be more efficient? 


That would be, exactly. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: In the case that you knew, you quote very 


jndiscriminate purchasing of properties. 

Beg per den? 

In the case you referred to, you refer to very indisertihinetee 
purchasing of properties, that was their drawback? 

Oh, well, yes, it all depends on the merger; that is what you 


are referring to but Mr. Drinnan put the thing up - - 


THE CHAIRMAN: You made reference in your replies to the questionnaire 


A 
Q 


A 


Wee Fe gs iY 


to freight rates which you think are high, Have you studied 
that out in detail? 

Which one was that? 

In Question 81 you say, "Rates appear high and no adequate 
reduction has been made considering reduced cost of coal to 
the railroads also reduced labor and material costs." 

Well, I don't think I can elaborate on that any. There has 
been no reduction of freight rates and the price of coal 

has come down, kept steadily dropping, but the freight rates 
were the same, 

You have not studied out in detail whet percentage reduction 
you think would be suitable? 

No, 


“What comment have you to make on the Mines Act? 


well, none, 
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William Stevenson 
That-is what you said before. 
Well, I mde one comment in connection with the cable. 
Anything further in reference to it? 
No, I don't think so now. . 
What about the Workmen's Compensation Act? 
Well, I feel, as I stated here, there should be more c omine 
and poing or a better contact between the Board and the 
contributor! . | 
In what particulars? Have you any definitexsuceestion to 
mak e? 
Well, it is somethine similar to the Mines Act. There is al- 
ways Something else beige slipped into the Workmen's Compen- 
sation Ac} unknown to the contributor. I think the contributor 
should surely have a@ little say in the matter, even his advice 
asked how it is going to work, 
In particular, what do you mean by that, a conference preced- 
ing chanres? 
Well, the Compensation Act - - 
Well, preceding chenges in the Compensation Act. you are 
suggesting a conference, are you? 9 
No - - Oh, well, we simply get a copy of the Act and we 
find suchend-such a thing has been Ghe need: ‘the first novifi- 


cation mont we have -of it it is in the revised het or 


in an order- -fn-couneil. We feel there is a nut er of times 


that ‘the change is ‘not for ‘the better. | 


well, oie would eure “thet situation? 
y ~ £ Pek eh ole penises 7 
Well, we are contributors. It is a iiaat charre « on the 


ahi We. Onv oe 38d tae si 
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should be perhaps asked for his opinion before anything is 


done. We know that we cannot change the Act but we would like 


to have an opportunity of voicing an opinion. 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Do you not have that privilepe? 


A 
Q 


No. 

Are you aware that the Operators’ Association do meet prior 
to the installation of these change § with the Government to 
talk them over? 

Yes, but the Operators’ Association do not represent the 
whole of the mining industry in the Province of Alberta. 
They speak pretty well for them, 

They ney for themselves but they certainly don't speak for 


those who are not in the Association. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Were you a member of the Association? 


A 


Nos 


COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Are you a member of any firm of employers? 


A 


Q 


&> 


ba 


No, none. 

There ig @ Menufacturers Association in this Province,too. 
Who would they speak far? ee ao at 
I don't know; Iam not criticizing the/henufeecturers Association 
for speaking for those of their memlers but there are other 
operators in the province; that is the “onl y.-poLnt I wim, to 
bring up. T-am‘not: objecting to any association whatsoever... 

No, but,the inference is that no chance of a vdee in these 
matters is given. It.is eiven to those that are orranized. 

It is given to organized bodies of your operators... 


We are an organized body; we are a limited companys 


THE CHATRUAN: We have hed the same request from the,members of the 


Operators Association. Ve BONG BRT OO) 
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Willian Stevenson 
COMMISSIONR TRINNAN: In what way do you say ther have a voice? 
COMMISSION WHEATLEY: The operators do meet prior to these 
amendments going into force, 
COMMISSIONSR DRINNAN: There are amendments and changes made in 
the Workmen's Compensation Act in which no operators or 
@ssociation are ever consulted, 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: The regulations of the Act, too? 
COMMISSIONER’ IRINNAN: “Yes, 
COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: It is news to me. There was a splendid 
. representation of lobbyists prior to then going into effect, 
COMMISSIONER DRINNAN: You ate referring to the Alberta Federation of 
Labor? 
COMMISSIONIR WHEATLEY; And to the Western Canada Coal Operators 
Association, too. 
THE CHAIRMAN: You have & general suerestion, 94, of a conference 
between the Provincial Government, Federal Government, 
Reilways and Operators, with a view to the extension of 
the market. Have you any particular sucrestipngto make 
for the extension? 
A Well, it is we ast thine agein, cost, and there ig ell 
these pactbLen the contributable to the cost of the product, 
It is something Oe EP Somer across the table conference, 
mieht ao eccomplished, that is all. The Provincial Govern- 
ment. wes fot taxation, and the Heterd Governinent have 
taxation; the railways control freieht rates, ana so on, and 
A it is only by petting torether in these matters that ote 
. that can be accomplished; it is only a ‘superestion, 
COMLLISSTONIR WEEATLEY: Under Question 90, what have ‘you to say to - 


settig up $ ole form. of advisory councils in relation to 
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William Stevenson 

the industry and, if in favor, what form do you recommend? 
I see you said you are not in favor? 
Yes. 
How do you qualify that with your last statement? 
What way, about the gonference? 
YeSe 
Oh, yak ks that is a different thine. I wes takine altogether 
the meanine of that questions no relationship at all. 
Do you think it would be essential to talk matters of the 
industry over with a conference of railwey men and operators 
and the federal eovernment but not with your employees? 


Well, that is always - - - We are - -- I am looking to the 


“expansion of this market by maybe a reduction in freight 


rates, it may be a reduction in texation,and it may be bring- 
ing to the Provincial Government notice leavine legislation 
so that it will not increase the cost of production; thet is 
the point that I &.10 taking here. We have -ot a wage scale 
where wa; can produce coal at a certain price ,now to broaden 
that market we cave to get other concessions. 


In @ letter sent out by Mr. Mackie, you pive certain advice 


to your employees, in an open letter sent out to them, Would 


it not have been PAYER ELS to have called in some council of 
your 


thetz/ man to talk that over, rather than to send out @n open 


Letter? if you could have thet kind of council - + 
In 1922, Mr, Wheatly, on August 19th, 1922, we posted a notice 
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William Stevenson 
&t that time and the hall wes refused us. Those in authority 
did not see thd r way to grant us an interview to address 
our men and put the situation up to them. That was the start, 
When we found that we could not get to our men directly, that 
was the start of the open letter being addressed to our men, 


By that means we figured we would ret to all, 


Q Then you are in favor of these councils, advisory councils, 
I take it? 
A No, lam not in favor of advisory councils as I under stand 


this to mean, 
Q Well, by what means can you get in touch with your men 
to advise them on certain matters, either on the matter of 
wages and conditions, if you don't have some kina of couneil 
or aroundtthe table conference that you speak of? 
THE CHAIRMAN: “It is the question of form of advisory council. You 
Ot probebly had something more in mina? 
A Absolutely; that was not what I wes fieuring on at all, 
We left the question wide open for suggestions as to the 
form it might teke, You might have had a sugrestion to make 
in your case, the way in which you would like to meet your 
men? ) | | | 
A Well, we have a “merestion now in our present apreenent 
that we agree to: meet MEX ach other mon th1 y and discuss 
all netter s per taining to ‘the welfare of the employee. 
9 That is a form of joint ¢ council, as I intenaea that. question 
to Cover. eR Det 
ee Yes, “well, OT under stooa tts 9 wee an rorene pene cre - huts 


siderk advising on the Ranaceaent of sha oper ty; thet i 
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William Stevenson | 
what I took that question to mean, 

Q No. 

A Well, that is what I took that question to mean, 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: A joint advisory council with, your workmen, 
your employees. 

A We always heave been prepered to meet our workmen on any 
point, always have been. 

THe CHAIRMAN: And, in your new apreeuent you have provided for monthly 
meetings? 

A "he committee shall meet the manacement once a month at a 
time to be mutually agreed upon for the purpose of discuss- 
ing cGonditions in connection with the welfare of the employees. 
‘Special meetings may be arranged for at any time at the request 
of either partyand due notice ‘of same shall be given to all 

2 concerned, (Teeding) < 
COMMISSIONER. WHRATLEY: Whe t ao you mean by welfare of the employees? 

A Well, just.exactly what it says, evrrything pertaining: to the 
welfare of the. employee. 

0) Anything to. do with wages and conditions of work 7 

A No, I just wouldn't like - -.1 had some change in that word 
ing originally and I believe,.at the request of our men, it 
was cut out, but I just couldn't tell you what it was; 2, think 
it was, if, I remember rightly, it stated it wovld do with 

| wages, etcetera, and ‘they wished that cut out, and the word 
"welfane™ ) i, and welfere has @ pretty wide meaning, 
Q What is your interpretation of the meaning? © « 


gq The welfare of our employees? > 


2 Yes, 88 you say, thet hag e wide meaning. What would you 
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William Stevenson 
nean by, the ward "Welfare"? 
Well, exactly what it) says in the dictionary; I don't know 
what that is. The waltane -~ the general welfare of ow 
onblensen t aan think I can exiress it any clearer, 
Hous ing conditions would ke some Of it? 
Well, so far as we are interested in that, ‘certainly, that 
would have something to do with th 
Working conditions in the mine? 
Well, there is a committee there that can take up the 
question of working conditions at any tine, 
Is that in your Sah nant, too? 
Yes, it is ‘in our apr eenent. 
fan we see a copy of the agreement? 


You can have a copy of our aoereement, yes. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Stevenson, yesterday we had some men here from Hille 


crest who stated that after the mines opened up arain under 
this new arranzemént there were some twenty-three, if I 
remember ther npmber, former employees who did not get work 
although there were some sixty new men brought in and secured 
work. That , in brief, I think, was the statement made to us, 
and I would uike very uch Lor poe te tell us, just in your 
own Rey and ster ting as far back as you like, what you heave 
to say about ‘that statement, > ” 

Well, as fer as the Hillorést Collieries ere concerned, they 
have the right - I think everyone will concede that - to hire 
whom they desire. I’ think’ that is the privilege of any cor- 
poration or company, Now, to go = - I have heard quite a bit o! 


‘this, -I have read - I don't know whether it is correctly 
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, | Willie Stevenson 
reported or not, in the wess this morning - 
I did not see the report. 
- but the statement has been made - 
May I see the report. 
It is the Lethbridee Herala (handing to Chairman). 


2 -» 2 - oO 


T should say that was an : ia ihala ane correct report of what 

occurred yesterday. 

3 well, after reading that and feeling that these statements 
have been made, I mieht say that in Giother paper it states 

between Hillcrest 

the Calgary Herald, there is no apreement at Hillcrest/ana 
their emproyees . We have an apreement, as I have already 
Siivedl® da.cu individual employee, Now, eoinge no further back 
than that, the end of October of last year, in 1924, after 
@ seven months' strike, we sipned an apreement with the United | 
Mine Workers of America on the 18th Octoberyy 1924, and owing 
to the conditions of the mine and the shortage of sen hac 
it was impracticable to sign on all the old employees 
immediately. The number on our pey roll at the end of March 
wes eround 500 = that was March, 1924, when we waneee opera- 
tions, The demand was made,with no regard to the business 
offering , or the conditions of the mine, that all the 
employees be immediately signed on and if not re quired they 

BF could be discharged immediately and the company was notified | 
if this was not done it wag a breach of Our apreement which 
we had just signed, Now, that wes the opinion of a number 


‘but it wes not the Peat en of all, and I misht say that I 







aC? think it wes the opinion of their Fee teas, their 
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Willian Steve nson 
officers in Calgary, of the district. I know it wasn't 
from what I was told by them. And further, that it was a 
breach of the new eereement and that the local officers 
stated that they would see about it. While the result was 
that a strike was called on the 25th of October, that was a 


Matter of seven days after having signed up our apreement. 


COMMISSIONER TRINNAN: Who was the strike called by? 


A 


Q 
A 
% 


> 


Q 
a 
Q 


A 


A number of agitators around Hillcrest. 

Was it sanctioned by the district officers? 

Ho, it was not sanctioned by the district officers, 

Was the dispute taken up in the usual way under the apreeiamt? 
There is a clause in the agreenent for the settlement of dig- 
netdge® 

Yes. 

Was that dispute taken up in that wey? 

No, it was not. 

It was never referred to the digtrict office? 


It was never referred to a neutral chairman. 


THE CHAIRMAN: It dia not even go to the district office? 


A 





Well, at that time, if my memory serves me right, I notified 


lir, Shermencbut he was too busy to cole down and do anything 


and he delepated someone to take his place, Now, they came 


and hagpled for quite a bit over this, that we were breaking 
the apreement, ete., etce, and we contended thet we weren't. 
Your contention is that you had no orders sufficient to employ 


more men? 


i ae hin 


Yes, our contention was thatcwe were not going to sien ona 


bs) ¥OQ? Bare , Have it? | 
large number of men when they were not required, weren't goofing 


i bee 
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iiiiiam Stevenson 
to do it. The mine had been standing for seven months. 
You cannot just simply put a mineoon its feet in three days 
and it was only seven days after the apreement was si ened by 
the United Mine Workers and ourselves that the strike was 
called. Nowp @ number of them didnot call it a strike. They 
immediately commenced holding special meetines, the special 
meeting being during the day when work should have been 
proceeding. That was the method of keeping the men from worke 
ing, no doubt, but it’ wasn’t a strike, However, lir. @herman 
told me himself that one of Lea Te ekE s@id that there 
was no strike at Hillcrest. He turned around ana said, "What 
ape you talking about?" to his officer, ss much as to say, 
"It isa°piece of nonsense talking that way%;there was a 


strike, a pit head strike. 


COMMISSION WHEATLEY: Were these men ultimately employed? 


THE QHAIRMAN: Well, he is poing on to make his own statement. 


A 







ae di ae you | ware to “have ite 


Work resumed again on the 5th Novetiber under the old condi- 
tions. A number of the men who had taken en active part 

did not receive work immediately, but, on the pleadings of 
lir, Sherman -~ Mr, Sherman visited me one morning and he appear- 
ed to be very anxious that’ I woulda do © methine in the matter; 


he plead for the marr ied men and they were given eaployment. 


Now we come to March 23rd, lest lier ch, We posted a Wage scale 


at the mine on ‘the Bernie desis and. after doing SO, very 


nany Faidehooas wer @ circulated Bs ‘to the economic situation 
of the coal industry. About ‘the same time we wrote an open 


letter to our “employees, e have a ‘copy of the meen letter here 
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Tha Like’ tet haven schatek yeses . 
the’ reason, again, of the open letter being cireuleted was | 
on account of havine been refused a meeting with our ouployees 
in August,» 1922. On the 15th of March sixty men went up the 
hall and stened on for work. wae 
15th of which moneh? 9) 6) 6 on) aa 
16th of lierch - no, April. aw 
\. When was that notice posted? 

Posted on the 23rd March, and on the 15th April sixty nen 
went and signed on. and. our informtion points het the. sane 
persons who were responsible for the cessation of work in : 

the October called the pickets out in full force at this time. 
Groups of from fifty Go. seventy-five men stending at the 

ven lang paths leading to the nine and were able bo stop 

our employees | desirous of going to deal with the result thet. 
only twelve turned out the following morning, I have it on 200d 
authority that at least one hundred and fifty additional | 
employees: had decided to resume worl the Report eo morning 
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men eee. never given en ‘opportuni ty to take a secret ie 
on any question pertaining to the ‘acceptance of work un ety 


PAS, es 2 Wee 





na nee wes ‘tae es wes s squashed 


when, 2 


e On i ath oo er 


bats Lint ‘ 7 


























BE aa eee 


‘OL8L= 


HoarevetG mah Ltn. a Eh Me ae BE ss 


a v 
2 


wa ac inacalde 1a5y | ‘able ral ‘et sutra 4 

aL bot atue-sto sifted readtes oqo ont RO hea | Modeet olf " 

seeuolcue sso détw saivoem a Beaute s seed -gabtad) 30 sea | 
edt qo chew nom ¥txte dosed 20 adder ode 00 SSO L, tamed a 
nee 10%. 0 fens ty brs foe 

lg treet | Monon do tdi to gal 9 

tte om sociale <6 aver « 


fest ite fiwga ASGL edt mo ius ois brea ai 10 totuot 
emea edt tant av atog not? au to%et 20. fats Q, Dory fe bre tngw 
at axow ‘to aotteaue9 ont oh Stdianoqaes, otOW, ode aoa sq 
omit a ind tS go10T fis mt 0 etesdtoka dt boliso tedot90, shh a 
edd ts Su boats fom ao iacras, ot wig, mot) to. aquos®. 
Gora oz bids etsy bus enim edt OQ? gu lbseL adder agotaer A 
tant $ £sg07 eat ad tw ek oF satog. £0, BHO Teoh ‘aeoyolgae an a 
904 ao if evad r watt bee tom gilwollok edt tuo. Fond. evlowt y faa une 
Conoit 1650 vite fas Be thoud oo tage Ll te dade; $ Ntesodtng | oe he 
| ailierxou pitino 10% odd tow suuees os bodtoss bad. aoogo same i Bi 
ae. pean Ny vont, aeaat +00 sree ae a 3 | 
Sang eaosyolcne - 10 to mda, 4 9 a ode o eden sox 4 ‘< 





aay Sree 
oy RE tans Gales 


S Faktel | ter08e a osm ot wt tad x0 a Ansa aE tom 
DRED) FI % hee I) ta ay Y 
“hia ar0w to genes eit of 9 49 

a3 Go Baie a Ne a 























William Stevenson 


thin ‘cause of Keeping that vote from being teken at Hillerest. 
Now, we do not consider that the livelihood of the ma jority 
of our employees should be jeoperdized for the sake of a 
sine LL minority. At the same tine. I might state, that if we 
hawe: be Wnctm pues arene hes been information that we have 
and: hal some time proved to a ypu we &@S a coel company 


: will always pat that right. 
TONER © WHEATLEY: “In what Way. Mir. atevanacn? 


Well, whet way ‘would be hard to say till the case arises. 
For ‘example, if ae% have some nar your old employees that 
have peen wor thy inen ‘in the yen’ are desirous of returning — 
to wor k, would you consider thet? 

Every case ts piven full consideration at aul times. 

The case - you mean ‘your case and their case, too? 

Yes, “certainly. et 

Before what tribunal, PUT ag. rea? 

Yes. 

i q Have’ you met these men at all with that object in Views 

| sh thet heave come down to see me, I have spoken to and as 


cussed =I have had a conversation of over an hour with one. 


mean, ene I E reall. 
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re Willies Stevenson 


ih would t ‘Ravine so ana g0? T have stated I thought they were 
as: ola’ ‘enough to advise themselves in matters like that. aaee 

re % khbw ‘their’ own conditions and ¢irculs tances. eh 
ae you aware that some of those men have families that are. 
avouna there depending on work and should have a definite —— 
J am aware that they have families, yes. 
Don't you think that thebfeeture alone would ive them” 
that much consideration of a definite angwer? 

Oh, I don't - - 

Did I hear you answer? — 

I don't know if it is necessary to give any definite answer. 
Our statement is we have no work in the meantime. | 
Have ‘you not ‘auployed other men? | 

Ger tainly; it is our Eee AUS to do so if we decide to 

do 80. 


a Have you anything against these men's work, their method 


of ‘working? Are they inefficient men? 


¥ 6 


“Oh, o aon't ‘know, I can't cay: . . their actions are princi- 


pally the rcadae. 








Along what lines? 
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Rs : Exactly. what af have. stated. in the cume samy Opera tad 
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William Stevenson 


a ae ae 


eT eine 


pifts of governments and individuals? 


—_——* 


T have no answer to make to that question. 


- 


Q In your preference of employment clause in your agreenat, 
what is your interpretation of that, sir? 

A As it is generally interpreted by all of our employees, that 
we hire who we desire. You refer to where two Mines or so - - 


Q Preference of employment. 
A Well, I think, bir, Wheatley, you know the interpretation of 


a ee a ee ee ae ee ae ee ee 
. - Ps ; ; = 
‘ ‘ 7 
. 


that clause just as well as anyore élse. 
| Prefermice over new Men. 
A No, it doesn't say that at all end it doesn't refer to 
Hillerest Collieries, either, and they distinctly understmd 
that there was no such thing as misunderstanding on the part 


of the meaning of that clause. 


& 


Who by? 

A By anyone because it was asked and I distinctly gave them 
the ruling and the ruling was concurred in by the men theme 
selves that were present at the meeting. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Just read the clause, Mr. Stevenson? 

A "Preferance of employment. In case an employee is thrown out 
of atployment unless discharged he shall be given preference 
over new men in other Mines in the same camp Operated by 
the same company, " As our operations are conducted as one 
mine this clause does not apply here,” 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Yes, but the preference of employment in the 
inter Beata tien of that clause is that they will have prefer- 
ence, am over any new man either in that mine or new nines 
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Willian Stevenson 


perfectly well. 

When you and I drew up that clause in @ new agreement after 
you broke away from the United Mine Workers, that was my 
inter pretation, 

It is not mine, 

Do you think that is the interpretation put on that very 

same clause by other operators in the Crowsnest Pass? 

I don't know anything about any other operators; x don't 
know what their interpretation is at all; I have not con- 
sulted them, 7 

Would you reconsider employing these men from this time, 

Mir. Stevenson? 

No, I don4 think I have any justification, because, on 

the other hand, the consideration is to be given at all times 
to ever ything. 

You, on one eccasion, according +0 your statement, re-enploy- 
ed certain men that you took a stand ara inst on the pleading 
of Mr. Sherman. ar I plead with you fa the employees con - 
cerned? 

I cannot answer that? 

No, ve 

Could anyone intercede on their behalf with you? 

The men do it on their own behalf, 

Let them Se it, do you say? | 

They ao ce it on their own behalf, 

And have not 3 yet received aprarn ent? 


4 


No, they heve not yet received snpleynent. There is e 


Ue, 
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William Stevenson 
number of these men, I point out, are not employees of 
the Hillcrest, haven't been, 
And what are the others? Why thet. action against the othes? 
What others? 
There are some that are employees. 
Well, I made a stetement this morning, I think that covers 
the question. 
And you feel you are not going to re-employ these men? 
Not in the meantime, 
Ts your idea one of punishment for certain actions? 
I don't desire to answer that question. 
You are conscious that these men have wives and femilies 
dependine on them and that what you are doing is reflecting 
also on to those 2s well as the nen? 


I am aware of those facts, yes. 


— COMMISSION TRINNAN: You are also conscious, Mr. Stevenson, that there 


A 


are men working at Hillerest just now that have wives end 
families? 

Yes, quite conscious. 

The men Mr, Wheatley is talking about did not give much con 
sideration to these men several weeks afo? 


No consideration whatsoever. 


COMLTSSIONIR WHEATLEY: What facts have you to prove that? 


A 


a —- 2 


Well, I have been informed to that effect weaxwarax by men 
who are at present working. 3 

Could you give the names? 

No, I don't know eny names. 
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William Stevenson 
a hot bed of revolution, sir? 


The only thing I can attribute it to is poss bly actions 
that have taken place in the past, 


From whom? 

You may know them just as well as I do if that is the case, 
Actions from whom, sir? 

Actions by. whom? 

Actions by whom, yes. 

Well, tac number of people more or less in authority there 
as far as the labor circles were concerned. 

Can you givdeny reason why they would take that action or 
why it should be brought about? 

Well, Mr, Wheatley, I once asked Mir. Sherman just about this 
time that we had had a seven-day or ten-dey strike, I asked 
lir. Sherman, "Can you tell me if such action is sanctioned 
and looked with favor upon by the United liine Workers of 
America?" He said, "Certainly not." He seys, "This is not 
the bein of the United Mine Workers of America but the 
actiond of “Reds"." He says, "That is what you have got to 
contend with here," and, he said, "That is what I have rot 
to contend with," 

I am plead he attributed it, to some cause, Why ghould there 
be "Reds" eat Hillerest when there is not "Reds" elsewhere? 
Well, that is your own opinion, possibly; I can't answer 
that question. | 


There @re evidently "Reds" at Hillcrest of a different 


‘calibre to "Reds" «elsewhere? 


4 Icaon't’ know anything about it. 
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Williem Stevenson 

Q You have a condition etatarat your Mine that does not exist 
elsewhere, in that reperd, have you not? 

A I don’t know the conditions in the other camps in the past; 
I can't say I know anything about them, 

Q I believe that very thoroughly, sir. 


UR. STOBBS: Mr, Chairman, as a point of privilere, I would 
like to ask Manager Stevenson just one or two questions. 
CHAIRMAN: If you will come forward and tell me what you want to 
Saye 
STOBBS: I would likg to ask Mr. Stevenson on what authority he makes 
these statements relative to "Reds",;other accusations he has 


made in connection with men who don't want to work. 


. CHAIRMAN: He has tol@ us that he quoted Mr. Sherman, 


STOBBS: Well, Sherman is not m authority on what may be celled "Reds 
in Hillcrest. 

CHARMAN: That is an answer to your question. ‘hat is your next 
question? 

STOBBS: On what authority does he claim that. men objected or took 
part in the strike because they didn't want to go to work? 

CHAIRMAN: I didn't just recollect that statement in that forn. 

STOBBS: We can put it another way, Mr. Chairman. He claims the 
trouble in Hillerest lately has been carriedon by a number 
of agitators, Well, I may say, according to his idea of thine, 
I am one of the agitators, and I happened to have held the 
position unanimously for three years as secretary of Hill-— 


erest local union, and - 


1, eee CHA TIRMAN > Go on and make your statement in reference to what you 
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‘  Williem Syevenson 
think he said. 
MR. STOBBSE Well, I can’t just repeat it right now. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Well, what have you to say ebout what you thought 
he said? 
MR. STOBBS: Well, I bee to contradict it right now, that amything 
) that the Executive of Hillcrest Local ever did was on behalf 
oe ties membership as a whole. I want to ask Mr, Stevenson 
mowhif ever he kept the 18th October agreement which was 
consummatedcby the Executive of Hillcrest Local Union? 
WR. STEVENSON: Might I answer that? | 
| THE CHAIRMAN; Tan please. 
A The apreement.that was made on the 18th, I am sorry I have 
not a signed copy of it here to submit, is siened by ourselves 
andthe United Mine Workers of America, District No. 18, and the 
Sienatured are lir. Johnson, whom I have a telegrau and a letter 
authorizing to act on behalf of Mr, Sherman, who was unable 
to be present, and I forgettwho the other sipnature wés. 
I believe it was ir, Stobbs here. 
MR. STOBEBS: No,sir, 
WR. STEVENSON: But there was another signature to it and it was 
on behalf of the United Mine Workers of America District No,18, 
that that aereement was made with the Hillcrest Collieries. 
THE CHA TRUAN: Well, what have you to say about this question as to 
whether it has been kept or not? | 
A It became unworkable under the conditions of that contract. 
There was not @ pound of coal Pees We had nothing to 


offer. Without coal we cennot of fer work, without orders, 


re came £6 ‘the. ‘point where at was utterly iupossible and 
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really came to a point where it ceased to be a contract because 
a contract must surely work beneficially to both parties. We 
had nothing to offer and we posted a wage scale, at the request 
of some of our employees, and I think that matter comes 
out in this letter which each employee received at the time 


and.I think answers the question very fully. I will let you 


have a copy of that. 
Is it one we already have, or-. ? 

A No, itiis a later one, March 18th, 1925. I think that answers 
the question, in the third para¢raph. 


Said letter put in end marked EXHIBIT 30. 


MR, STOBBS: Whet date was that? 
A March 18th, 1925. 
WR. STOBBS: Yes; but the contract was mede in October, the con- 


tract between United Mine Wirkers and Hillcrest Collieries, 
Limited, - 

THE CHAIRMAN: He refers to thet contract in that letter. 

COMMISSIONER WHEATLEY: Is it your contention this contract was 
poorly carried out? | 

MR. STOBBS: We have @11 kinds of woof that the 18th of Octobet 
contract was never cerried out for the ianerement of Hill. 
crest Collieries have never attempted to comply with any of 
the contractg or customs that pertain to Hillerest since 

that tine,’ 
THE CHAIRMAN: Of course, you understand our position in this whole 


comments 


matter. We are getting netes/and evidence from all parties , 


a ‘¥," < i aig 
Seok iaer es Loe 

















optieve: ave odd matinee 


abe ge thetmyy 


deine oad doaténes a od ot panes ik ome tog. a at ‘ense ee 
A i Oe. Seg aa eee a 
ay a eid-nay dtod ad ‘eLfotonsened Anm lowe foun hang’ a 4 
t mi oA al is Pe i ane % Wik 
faens. 9% ails os .sigoe ayn 8, eteor ‘ow ey weLho od smnidtan bad 












Banoo ‘watts ‘lk baal sands it bas aeevodams 00 to 8 


aul ts edt +8 boy heoat % emvelnee son do. ee ‘edi ol endt me 


i hy ‘i ti 


Tyan ay tpt 








oy hi ; vidas 
ewe . A evad 


; Yee ted NBeorie: ow eno dt ri 
rae Se te h Wi ih Mis Fi GE ; a ne hips a 
arreowane fadt siriftot i lasek SEL does 350° aedat 38 k a 


hide } ine a Aa is 








sere 8009 balay ari a araleaeae, 


‘i ie Ny ¥ 


a rina tei 





y iG; % Y ih \ ‘ght Aion ‘uli j i 7 Wears te ik ; 
(Ms Mer is / : Bt, wn) fale h j AE y Vis Bap 
ieee ty: eee a oe sti glen ACh aha a i a eee Aa pi Res 
| an | Gas 2808 sd40E dorwsth 
r ih ft fn us , ‘ te fy i) a ah y ae iy A ie 


soa ant ste dota0 eh show aor oasaa9 edt dae aot +¢ 
ab Sha Ne “i aie i) 


ask we Mao tae toll in ip awiny east Hot bal, ape: toast 
PO sii \ 1p ee ise * am ¥ iby iy 





Vise uf ® oo 
oe), Re OR sh Wt 


Willian Stevenson 


we are not adjudicating on any question. 


Fi 


STOBBS: We can give you all the evidence you want on this 

Matter and.I want to contradict Manager Stevenson to-dsy 

in several statements he has made here, | 

THE CHAIRMAN; Which particular. ones? 

UR. STOBBS: With reference to some authorities controlling out- 
side of the United Mine Workers,controlling certain things, 
it isn't true. .I am well enough known to most men in this 
Pass; I meintain I am not controlled by any other object or 
any other inktatwpion than the United Mine Workers of America, 

COMLISSTONER WHEATLEY: What heve you to say to the charge that 
these men that cannot get work are agitators? 

A It is unfounded; they are United liine Workers and they are 
union men; that is all I have got to say, 

WR. PEARSON: Doesn't that letter state, Mr. Chairman, "paid 
aritetors"? | 

THE CHAIRMAN: No, 

MR. PHARSON:.Yes, it hoe I want it understood that any official 
of that Hillcrest Local Union never received & cent of 
pay durine this strike, not only this strike or a number of 
strikes in the past, but if.it is paid agitators it is refer- 

‘Ying to somebody else; it doesn't refer to us. 

WR. PRICE; Might I ask one question of yourseff? lr. Stevenson, 

I understand, handed yon a copy of the Lethbridge Herland this 
morning. 

THE CHATRMAN: Yes... ewig cee aie 

WR? PRICE: This statement that wes made yesterday, does lr, 

» Stevenson refute, those statonents, 


that there is a black 
list 


Ln existence at Hillcrest to-day? 
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William Stevenson 

STEVENSON: Absolutely, There is no sum thing to my knowledge 
of @ black list. What I understand by a black list isa 
piece of paper with names written on it. There is no such 
thing, to my knowledee,in Hillcrest to-day. - 

RICE: Has the Peres ca of Hillcrest Collieries got a list 
in their office of men's n@mes wetttes on that list who must 
not heve work? 

CHA TRMAN ; ‘You hear the question? 

STEVENSON: I have no knowle de of such a list in the office 
of the Hillcrest Collieries, | 

PRICE: Are you aware, Mr. Stevenson, through the Che ty that 
your Superintendent notified one individual that he was 
surprised when he saw that name on the list and could not 


under stand why it was on the list? Now, what list had he 


got reference to if it ig'’t the list that you people have 


in your office, which we term the black list? 


THE CHAIRMAN: Any answer to thet? 


MR. 


STEVENSON: :Yes. I might say I heard the same thing although I 
was not present here yesterday and I made particular paing 
to ask Mr, Devis, our manager, if he hed issued, and on what 
authority he had issued, such a statement, and what list he 
was referring to and he told me that he knew of no list and 


had naver made such a statement. 


COMMIS STONER WHEATLEY; Does not, Br Stevenson, the fact that 





you have a numb er of men whe you have refused employment te 
prove thet ict there are a list of men shee are on this 
particular -- 


fer? 
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To my mind, it iwavee no jist, 
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William Stevenson _ 
Q That are trying to get work? 
A No list, whatsoever, 
MR. PRICH: Mr. Chairman, Mr. Stevenson appears to be well conver- 
sant with what has been happening in the meetings from time 
to time. Is he also acquainted with the fact that when this 
committee at any time was down to interview with him, negot- 
iating this contract, that they went back to the hall and 
reported their progress, or whatever it Wight be, to the meet- 
ing, and that there was & motion passed that we non-coneur 
until the day they decided to take a referendum vote? Are 
you acquainted with that fact? | 
MR. STEVENSON: 1 think I was at the time, Wir. Chairman, something, 
tastes eee. I couldn’ t just say. Things move very rapidly. 
MR. PRICE: Ana then, Mr, Chairman, why does Mr, Stevenson come 
here to-day and tell you, when he is gacqueinted with the 
fact that there was a motion moved and was passed by all those 
men that attended that Meeting - why does he make the state- 
‘gent here to~ day thet a few of these men are responsible for 
the other men of Hillcrest not being ellowed to go to work 
at that time? 
THE CHAIRMAN: Which time are you referring to? 
MR. PRICE: When the sixty men went up that hill and other times. 
He @lso made the statement thet on ood authority there was 
another 150 that was ready to go to work when we had anywhere 
free 250, well, anyhow, on the picket line, 
THE CHA RAN: How many men would there be in the camp at that ti me? 
MR. PRICE: Appeosinetery 300. 
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Q How many men would there be at that meeting you speak of? 

WR. PRIME: The hell was full; I couldn't just tell you offhand 
how many there would be there. 

Q Of course, if I remember, Mr, Stevenson's statement on that 
point was that no secret ballot was taken. 

WR. PRICE: That is nos quite true that there had not been a secret 
ballot taken owing to the fact that the committee and the 
management were nepotiating on this contract and it was not 
necessary for & secret ballot to be taken until such time as 
you had come to your final arrangements with the nana ce ne nt 
and the last time we went down there was a time that the 
manager stated that this is final, that was the copy I showed 
you here yesterday, and that was read out in full to the meet- 
ing and after it had been read out then it was moved 6nd 
passed that we take a secret ballot on the question. There- 
fore, why the statement made that these few are responsible 
for stopping this 150 or 250 or whatever there mipht be there 
from going to work? knowing full well there had been motions 
passed and carried unsnimously in those neetines that non- 
concurred with certain things that was brought back? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Anyone else anything tw» offer? 

MR. DAWSOB: bir, Chairman, I happened to be the man that Mr. 
eet told thet my neme was on the list in the bie office ami 

> Se Ce willing t0 me et Mr. Devie ae aay and poh any 
| wor a I might say. 
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Thos. A. Dawson 
employment? He said, "I have nothing against you." Then, 
Isaid,"Woat is your reason for not giving me work?" Then 
he said, "Your name is on the list in the big office." I 
says, "Bor what reason?" He says, "That is something I 
don't know. I don’t know of any reason but," he ssys, "“mayhe 
you: have been talking to a friend of yours, or whol you 
thought had been a friend of yours." I says, "I don't know 
of any man who would do anything like that." He just shook 
his head and talked and he says, "I will look into your case." 
This wes a, Shen tomorrow. He says, "See me Tuesday,” ana I 
seen Wir, Davis Tuesday and he told me he was very sorry but 
he could not take me on, He seid, "Of course, we have got 
or der s for this week but probably next week we won't be 
working so steady.” So I left Mr, Davis on that. He made 
that statement. 

THE CHAIRMAN: of course, I can see a reconciliation of those 
things. I have often, myself, used that expression , "You 

‘pre on the list", not meaning 08 ope with names on it. 

It is & semmon Teicet eaplession to say,"I have eot Bee 
Eeaiat. on = list", or ,"They are on the List" - I can see 
that racons&iintion of those two statements. I don't gee 
that it is material, in any case; the fact remains you have 
not got work, whether it is thr ough a piece of paper or what. 
4t ia, I aontt see it changes the essential fact. 

COMMIT SSTONR TR INNAN: “Why should you be on eeliorest List? 

By ti ‘thet I don't know. 
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Thangs. A. Dawson. 

know why I am on the list. 

9 Not gince 1921? 

A Not since 1921. 

2 Why would they have you on the list? 

A That is what I want to know , why I am on the list. TI have 
eot to work and I went to work in the country that I foreht 


for and I want to know why my name is on that list, if such 


a thing, he told me. 
WR. MADDISON: Why was I told to leave the camp after I had been 
working there for fifteen years, to seek work elsewhere? I 


wasn't an official of the local union down there or nothing 


else? 


HE CHAIRMAN: Of course, we got full statements from you yesterday 


as to all your particular position in the matter. You don't 
need to toes tha t? 

WR. MADDISON: Yes, but I would like this man to answer these 
things. I am getting in bad needs for my wife and family 
to pet something to eats; itis a very serious matter with 


me, I have got no thousands of dollars to lay around. 


‘THE CHAIRMAN: I don't think we can take up individual cases 


with Mr. Stevenson here. He said he was perfectly willie 
t to meet anyone any time and discuss it. 
WR. MADDISON: What is the use of discussing it with him when he 


just turns you away. There is no satisfaction ever derived 
trom it. 


MHE CHAIRMAN: We are a commission to cet statements from all 
yerties and report to the Government. We heve no power: we 


are not & conciliation board or anything of that kina 
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J. Maddison 

WR, ADDISON: Yes, but how are we going to live durine thig 
time this thing is investigated? 

THE CHATRIAN: Well, I doubt if our investigation will have any 
dimect bearing on any particular problem as we go alone. 

MR. MADDISON: Let me ask you a question. Do you think we are 
getting a square deal in Hillcrest to-day? 

THE CHAIRMAN; i.\°, I will make my report to the Governnent, 

CQMMISSIONR WHEATLEY: Could I ask Mr. Stevenson - 

What have you against Mr. Meddison? 

MR. STEVENSON: I think Mr. Waddison hag e very pood idea himself 
why he is not yet employed by the Hillcrest Collieries,. 
That is my answer, lir, Wheatley. 

WR, MADDISON: I wish this wan would prove anythine he has got 
arainst me. I @emiwilling to have it investicated. I have. 
been there fifteen years except three months, 

THE CHAIRMAN: We heard the full story yesterday, Anyoneelse 
anything to say? If not, we will adjourn the hearing, There 


will be no session this afternoon, 


Adjourned at 12:45 
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